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MY DEAR LORD, 

J HAVE the honour to prefent to you 
Froissart in his modern drefs. This 
offering is juftly due to your Lordlhip ; for, 
had not your friendfhip ejcpreflcd fo favour- 
able an opinipn on perufing the firft chapters, 
I (hould have abandoned the profecution of 
the work : therefore, if the public now find 
in it either intereft or pleafure, they will ba 
indebted to your Lordfhip. 

Caufes which need not be mentioned to 
your Lordfliip have delayed this publicationt^ 
Though I have endeavoured to profit by the 
delay, I am confcious that Hill many remain^ 
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ing defe(fls will call for your candour and in- 
dulgence. If my readers derive half the 
pleafuVe in perufing which I have experienced 
in tranflating Froissart, I fhall be more 
than repaid for the pains and time which I 
have bellowed upon it. 

I am proud alfo of this public opportunity 
of teftifying to your Lordlhip how fenfible I 
fhall ever be of the friendfhip you have ho-r 
noured me with, and of the obligations I am 
under to you. 1 am, 



MY DEAR LORD. 



Your obliged fervant and friendt 

T, JOHNES. 

Hafod, Dec. 24» 1803. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



TO 



THE FIRST EDITION. 



HTHE reader may perhaps wifli to be .informed of 
a few particulars refpefting the following work* 
It would never have been attempted had not Lord 
Berners*s tranflation become not only fcarcc, but 
the language of it obfolete ; befides that the names 
of perfons and places, in that tranflation, are equally 
disfigured as in the original : I have endeavoured to 
correft this laft important defeft, as far as in my 
power, but many errors muft flill remain. 

With regard to the ftyle, it has been my aim to 
fuit it as much as poflible to that of my venerable 
original, and to render it an exaft tranflation with- 
out becoming fervilely literal. Whether I have 
fucceeded or not, mufl now b.' judged by tlie public. 

Several Manufcripts in my own library have been 
collated with the printed copies, and the fame thing 
has been done with thofe in the Britifli Mufev^ni. 
A perfon is now employed at Breflau, in collaung 
the celebrated manufcript there, which has been 
fuppofed to be the only one unmutilated. Should 
it prove fo, the additions fliall be printed at the end 
of the work. Many improved readings have been 
tacitly received, to avoid troubling the public with 
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notes. Some chapters even are addfec', which art 
not in any of the printed editions* 

The engravings are traced from the fincft illumi- 
nations in our oWn libraries and in thit of France. 
By unforefeen accidents the plates are irregularly 
given, and they muft not be bound up until the 
whole be completed. 

When it is confidered that this work was printed 
in a very remote part of the Ifland, great allow- 
ances (hould be made, and I conclude with the 
words of Henry Stephens, in his Apology for 
Herodotus : — *' Et toutesfois je ne nie pas qti* il 
*^ n*y ait quelques endroits de cette hiftoire, en la 
*' tradudion defquels je n*ay pu me fatisfaire ; et 
*^ f9ay bien qu* encore moins fatisferay-je a ceux 
^' auxquels Dieu a fait la grace d'entendre l*auteur 
*' en fon langage naturel. Mais je me f)e en une 
*' chofe, c*eft que ceux qui y feront le mieux verfez, 
** et par consequent apprehenderont mieux les 
*• difficultez contre lefquelles il a fallu combattre, 
•* feront les ^lus aifez a contenter." 

THOMAS JOHNES. 

Hafod, Dec. 24, 1803. 






ADVERTISEMENT 



TO 



THE SECOND EDITION. 



IT will only be neceffary to ftate, in addition to 
what has been faid in the preceding Advertife- 
ment, that fome errors and inaccuracies which had 
been overlooked, through hafte or inadvertence, at 
the time of tranflating, (land correded, as far as 
they have been difcovered, in the prefent Edition, 
Should others (HIl have efcaped, a& I cannot flatter 
myfelf that they have not, I muft reft contented with 
befpeaking the ufual indulgence of candid readers, 
when criticiiinga work, the extent of which precludes 
that dole attention to the minuter parts, juftly ex- 
peded in fhort compoiitions. On the general merits 
of the execution, the decifion refts with the public, 
and where there is no appeal from the tribunal, it 
were vain to murmur at the fentence. 

The Life of Froiflart, correfted from my former 
tranflation, from the French of M, de la Cume 
de St. Palaye, with other preliminary matter, is pre- 
fixed to the prefent Edition. As it could not be 
prepared in time for the quarto, it will be ^ven in 
a fupplement, with the additions from the Breflau 
Manufcript, part of which are arrived, and will, it is 
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hoped, be found fully to anfwer the charafter given 
them, in the note at the end of M. de St. Palaye's 
Effay. They will, when complete, be printed in 
odavo, to accompany this edition^ and not only the 
tranflation, but the original French, for the fake of 
the authority. 

I have to return my bed thanks to the Rev. Henry 
Boyd, the tranflator of Pante, for the obliging man- 
ner in which he fumifhed me, at a very fliort notice, 
with verfions of the remains of Froiffart's Poetry. 

It is to be obferved, that where the divifion-of tfa'^r 
work into volunies and chapters is ijientione4w.^e 
Life, the reference is to be underftood as applying 
tp the original ; and that each of the four volumes 
of the French mfikes three oftavo volumes in the 
prefent Edition. . * ,; 

THOMAS JOHNES, 

Pafod, $cpt. 2<j., 18^5. 
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MEMOIRS 



t>F THE 



LIFE OF FROISSART. 
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TOHN FROISSART, prieft, canon, and treafuref 
^ of the collegiate church of Chimay, hiftorian and 
poet, was bom in Valenciennes, a town in Hainault^ 
about the year 1337. This date, which appears 
conlradi&ed by one Angle paflage in his Chronicle, 
is confirmed by a number of others, as well in his 
Chronicle, as in his manufcript poems. 

Attentive as he was to inform us of the moft 
minute particulars of his life, he does not fay one 
word relative to ,his family. It can only be con*' 
jeered from a paflage in his poems, that his 
father's name was Thomas, and that he was a 
painter of arms. 

We find in his Hiftory a FroilTart Meullier, a 
young knight from Hainault, who flgnalized himfelf 
by his valour at the fiege of the caftle of Figueras in 
Spaip, which the Englifh and Gafcons attacked in 
1381. His country and name induce me to be- 
lieve that our hiftorian might be a relation of his, 
and like him fprung from a noble family. 

Vol. I. a Froiffart 
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Froiflart Ts defcribed as a knight, at the begmnmg: 
cf a manufcript in the abbey of St. Germain des prez f 
but as he has not this title in any other manufcript, 
though we have fome of the moft ancient, and 
moft authentic ; it feems probable, that the copyift 
has given it to him from his own authority. 

His infancy anaounced what he would one day 
be J he early manifefted that eager and inquiiitive 
mind, which during the courfe of his life never 
allowed him to remain long attached to the fame 
occupations, nor to continue long in the &me place^ 

The diflferent games fmtable to that age, of 
which he gives us a pidure equally curious and 
atnufing, kept up in his nmd a natural propenfity 
to^ dlSpation, which during hi$ early ftu(£es mufl 
have tried the patience as well as exercifed the feve* 
rity of his mafters. 

He loved hunting, mufSc, aflembBes, feafts, dan- 
dng, drefs, good living, wine, and women i thefe 
faftes, which almoft all fliowed themfelves from 
twelve years of age, being confirmed by habit,, 
were continued even to his old age, and perhaps 
never left him. Neither the ferious thoughts nor 
the affeftions of Froiflart being yet fufficiently 
en^ged, his love for hiftory filled up the void, 
which his paffion for pleafure left ; and became to 
feim an inexhauftible fource of amufement. 

He had juft left fchool, and wa» fcarcely twenty 
years old, when at the intreaty of his dear lord and 
fatronjir Robert de Namutj knight j lord cf Beaufort y 
he undertook to write the hiftory of the wars of his 

own 



dVA dme^ mora particularly of thofe which eiifUed 
iafter th^ battle bf Poitief s. Four years afterwards^ 
paving gone to England, he prefented a part of thig 
hiftoiy to queen Philippa of Hainault, the wife of 
Edward 111 Young as he then was^ he had al« 
ready travelled into the moft diftant provinces of 
Francei The objed of his vifit to England was tp 
jtear himfelf from an attachment- which had tor* 
minted him foi" a • long time. This paffion took 
|x>i9e(fion of his heaJrt from his infancy ; it lafted teqi 
yeaUSy tnd fparks of it were again rekindled in t 
jDKtfe advanced age^ in fpite tf his bald head a$i4 
vAite hairsk 

When poets ling their loves, they are not alway$ 
ti^Ved on theii" word ; a^ Froiflart only moitiooB 
his in poetry, all he fays may be treated as pure 
fiction ; but the portrait he draws is fo natural, that 
We candLOt but acknowledge the charader of a 
young man in love, and the fim{)le ezpreilions of 
a real pa^on. 

He feigns, that when twelve years old Mercury 
i^pe2a*efl to him followed by the three Godde£te 
Whafe differaice Paris had formerly decided ; that 
this God, calling to mind the prote£i;ion he had givea 
him from four years of age, ordered him to revife 
tb^ difpute of thefe three divinities; that he had 
confirmed the judgment of Paris ; and that Venus 
had promifed him^ as a recompence, a miflrefs mom 
. beautiful than the fair Helen, and of fuch high 
hirth, that firom the fcene of the poem to Con« 
ftantinople there was not earl, duke^ king, nor 
emperor, who would not har^ i^&^;et|^ed him£^ 
, ' a a fortunate 
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fi3rtimate in obtaining her. He v^ to feifVe!' fti* 
beauty for ten years, and his whole life was to be? 
devoted to the adoration of that divinity who had 
made him fuch fair promifes. 

Froiflart had been early attached to romances j 

that of Cleomades was the firft inftrument by which 

love was enabled to captivate him. He found it in 

the hands of a young maiden who invited him to 

read it with her : he readily eonfent^d, for filch 

complaifant attentions coft little. There was foon 

formed between them a literary connexion. Froiffait 

lent her the romance of the Baillot^ (PAm&wri^i and 

availed himfelf of the opportunity to flip into it a 

ballad, in which he firft fpoke of his love* This fpark 

of affedion became a flame which nothing could 

extinguifli ; and Froiflart having experienced all that 

agitation which a firft paflTion mfpires, was almoft 

reduced to defpair on hearing that his miftrefs was 

on the point of being married; his ^xceflive grief 

overwhelmed him, and caufed him a fit of illnefe 

which lafted three months. The beft re&lution he 

'Could take was to travel m order to diflipate his 

.'chagrin, and to recover his health. As his journey 

. was performed with a large company, he was forced 

: to hide his trouble by more than ordinary attentioa 

to the common- obfervances of fociety. After two 

days travellings during which he had never ceafed 

making verfes in honour of his miftrefs, he arrived at 

. a town, which I believe to be Calais, where he em«^ 



* M. de St. Pala^Cy in a note^ fays he is not acquaihtec). 
with this romance. Baillou fignifies Baillif^ 

barkedl. 



Ibarked. Duri% his paflage the weather was fo tern* 
peftuous as to threaten an immediate wreck of the 
veflel : this however was not capable of fufpending 
his application in finifhing a rondeau which he had 
begun in honour of tiis love. The weather became 
calm, and the rondeau was completed, when he found 
himfelf on a coaft, where, as he fays, itiey love war 
better than peace J and where Jirangers are wellreceivedm 
He fpeaks of England; the reception given him, the 
amufements procured for him in the fodeties of 
*'jQr4s, ladies and damfels,** and the carefles they 
loaded him with; but nothing was able to calm the 
melancholy which overwhelmed him ; lb that, rot 
being able longer to fupport the pangs of abfence, he 
refolved to return nearer to the lady of his heart, 

QuQen Pl;iilippa of Hainault detained him in 
England, and ieamt from a virelay, which he pre* 
fented to her, the caufe of his trouble ; Ihe took 
compailion on him, by ordering him to go back to 
his ^own .countiry, on condition however of his 
promife to return, and furni(bed hjm with money 
and horfes to perform the journey^ 

Love foon conduced him to the lady of his 
aflFedions. Froiffart let no opportunity flip of fre- 
quenting whatever company fhe might honour with 
her prefence, ajid of converfing with her. We 
have before feen fhe was of fuch high birth, that 
•* kings and emperors might have fought her;** 
jhefe words taken literally Wbuld only be applicable 
to a perfon of blood royal or the iflue of a fovereiga 
prince } but how can we connefl: the idea of fuch 
tiigh birth with the detail he gives us of the fi^cret 
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coiiVerfationsy the ^mufements, and aflemblie^» 
which he wai at liberty to partake of by day or 
xiight ? and, as if thefe traits were not fuffident td 
make her known at the time he wrote, he feems td 
have wifhed to pomt her out more cleai'ly by the 
name of Anne, in the enigmatital rerfes which 
inake part of his manufcript poems. It may be 
prefumed that this love, fo paffionate and tender, 
had the ufual fate of almoft every paifion, 

Froiffart fpejtks in one of his rondeaus of another 
lady whom he had loved, and whofe name, com-i 
pofed of five letters, was to b? found in that 
of Polixena : this may be an AHx, which wai 
formerly written Aelix. There is reafon to heUevA 
he had a third flame called Margaret, and that it ii 
fce whom he indireftly celebrates in a poem* 
pnder the title, and in honour of the flower which 
bears her name t- 

Perhaps he fought in thefe epifodical amoul* 
fome remedy for a pafl[jon, which according to. 
his own account was unfortunate. At leaft we 
know that, in 'defpair for the little fuccefs which 
had attended all his afliduities and attentions to hi$ 
firfl miftrefs, he took the refolution of again abfent* 
ing himfelf from her. This abfence was longer than 
the preceding one ; he returned to England, and 
fittached himfelf to the fervice of queen Philippa-i 

* Dittie de la fleur de U Margherite, pages 70 and thfc 
following of his tnanufcript poems. 

f The pnglift reader muft be informed, that Marguerite 
is not only the name of a womanj bu( ^o of the 4ower 
^alle4 4^ey, and of a pearl. 

This 
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TUSs piincefs, (ifter to the coumefs of Namur» ^e 

of Robert, on whom Froiflfart feems to have been a 
dependant, faw always with pleafure her country- 
men from Hainault; Ihe loved letters; and the 
college which ihe founded, at this day known at 
Oxford under the name of Queen's college, is an 
illuftrious monument c^ the protection (he granted 
to them ; FroifTart therefore united all the titles 
which could merit the aife£Hon of queen Fhilippa. 
The hiftory which he prefented to her, as I have 
before mentioned, whether at the time of his firft 
journey or his fecond, (for it is not poffible to decide 
which of the two,) was very well received, and pro- 
bably gained him the title of clerk (that is to fay 
fecretary or writer) of the chamber to this pnncefs, 
which he was in pofieflion of from 1361. 

In the age of FroiiTarto all the world was per^ 
fuaded that love was the incentive to the moft 
brilliant actions of courage and virtue. Knights 
made a parade of it in tournaments. Warriors ex- 
pofed tbemfdves to the moft perilous combats, to 
maintain the honour and beauty of .their ladies. It 
was then believed that love might be confined to a 
delic^e interco^rfe of gallantry a;id tendemc& : it is 
almoft always under this form that we fee it r^- 
prefented in the gregi^ter part of thofe literary and 
poetical efforts which have been handed down .to us 
from that period ; the ladies blufhed not in feeling 
fo pure a paffion, and the moft modefl of them mad^ 
it the ordinary fubjedt of their converfation$ti 

The queen of England irequenily amufed herfelf 
by majdng J^roifiart compofe amorous ditties ; but 
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this occupation mufl: be confidered folely as a re* 
laxation no way impeding more ferious works, fince, 
during the five years he was attached to the fervice 
of this princefs, he ti-avelled at her expence to varii 
ous parts of Europe, the objed of which journey 
feems to have been a refearch after whatever nlight 
enrich his hiftory. I draw this conclufion from a 
preface which is found at the head of the fourth 
volume in feveral manufcripts of the Chronicle of 
Froiflart; and, as it is not to be found in the 
printed copies *, I thought th^ infertion of it would 
not be improper here. 

At the requeft, wifli, and pleafure, of th;jLt moft 
high and noble prince, my very dear lord and pa-i 
tron Guy de Chatillon, count de Blois, lord of 
Avefne, of Chimay, of Beaumont, of SchonoveUj^ 
** of Gouda ; I John Froiffart, prieft, chaplain to 
my very dear lord above named, and at thi$ tim^ 
treafurer and canon of Chimay, and of Lille in 
** Flanders, am again awakened, and entered into 
** my workftiop, to labour and work at the grand 
** and noble matters that, in former times, occupied 
** my attention, which treat of and examine the feats 
** and events of the . wars between France and Eng. 
*' land, and all their allies and adherents, as they 



* M. de St. Palaye is not quite correft ; for the beginning 
of this preface is in the printed edition of Verard, and in 
another printed edition which I beh'eve was not known to 
Denys Saiivage nor to M. de St. Palaye. It will be more 
particularly mentioned hereafter. The preface in my printed 
editions is nor fo long as this, and fomewhat different. It is 
pot noticed in the editions of Denys Sauvage. 

" clearly 
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** clearly appear from the treaties which have been 
*^ made and completed until this very day of my 
" again being awakened. 

^ Now, you who read, have read, or fhall read 
" this hiftory, confider in your own minds, how I 
^ could have known, and colleded the fads of which 
" I treat, concerning fo many different parties. In 
" truth, I muft inform you that I began my coUec- 
" tions at the early age of twenty years, and came 
" into the world at the time thefe events were paff- 
^' ing, in the knowledge of which 1 have always 
" taken greater pleafure than in any thing elfe. 
^^ God has been fo gracious to me, that I was well 
with all parties, and of the houfehold of kings ; 
^* more efpecially of king Edward's and his noble 
^* queen's, the lady Philippa of Hainault, queen of 
** England, lady of Ireland and of Acquitaine, to 
^* whom in my youth I was fecretary, and amufed 
her with gallant ditties and madrigals of love ; 
through affedion to that noble and puiifant lady 
to whom I belonged, all the other great lords^ 
*' dukes, earls, barons, and knights, of whatever 
^^ nation they might be, loved me, faw me with 
^' pleafure, and were of the greateft fervlce to me. 
*' Thus, under the proteftion of this good lady, and 
•' at her coft, as well as at the expence of great 
** lords, I have fearched in my time the greater part 
^* of Chriftendom (in truth who feeks will find); 
^* and wherever I came, I made inquiry after fucb 
•** ancient knights and fquires as had been prefent at 
1^ thefe deeds of arms, and fuch as were well en- 
♦'* jible^ to fpeak of them. I fought alfo for heralds 
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*^ of good repute, to verify and confirm what I 
** might have heard elfewhere of thefe matters. In 
*' this manner have I colleded the materials for this 
** noble hiftory ; and that gallant count de Blois 
" before mentioned, has taken great pains in it. A$ 
^* long as through God's grace I fhall live, I (hall 
** continue it, for the more I work at it, the greater 
*' pleafure I receive ; like the gallant knight or' 
*' fquire enamoured with arms, who by perfeverance 
** and attention perfefts and accomplices himfelf, 
** thus by labouring and working on this fubjeft, I 
** acquire greater ability and delight/* 

Of all the particulars of Froiffart's life during his 
refidence in England, we only know that he wasi 
prefent at the feparation of the king and queen in 
1 36 1, with their fon the prince of Wales and the 
princefs his lady, who were going to take poffeffion 
of the government oT Acquitaine ; and that he was 
between Eltham and Weftminfter in the year 1363, 
when king John paffed on his return to England* 

There is in his poems a paftoral, which feems to 
allude exclufively and undoubtedly to that event. 
With regard to his travels during the time he was at- 
tached to the fervice of the queen, he employed fix 
months in Scotland, and penetrated as far as the 
Highlands, He travelled on horfeback with his port- 
manteau behind him, and followed by a greyhound. 

The king of Scotland, and many lords whofenames 
he has preferved to us, treated him fo handfomely, 
that he wifhed to have returned thither. William 
earl of Douglas lodged him during fifteen days in 
his caftle of Dalkeith, fiv^ mil?^ from Edinburgh. 

W^ 



We are ignorant of the date of this journey ; and of 
another, into North Wales, which I believe muft 
have been about the fame time. 

He was in France, at Melun fur Seine, about the 

ioth of April 1366 ; perhaps private reafons might 

have led him to take that road to Bourdeaux, where 

he was on All Saints day of that year, when the 

princefs of Wales was brought to bed of a fon, who 

vas afterwards Richard II. The prince of Wales 

fetting out a few days after this event for the war 

in Spuin, Froiflart accompanied him to Dax, where 

the prince refided fome time, He expefted to have 

attended him during the continuance of this grand 

expedition ; but the prince would not permit him 

to go farther, and ftiortly after his arrival fent him 

back to the queen his mother. 

Froiffart could not have made any long ftay in 
England, for the following year he was at different 
Italian courts. It was this fame year, that is to fay 
1368, that Lionel duke of Clarence, fon of the king 
of England, efpoufed Joland, daughter of Galeazd 
the fepond, duke of Milan. The marriage was 
celebrated the 25th of April ; and Lionel died the 
17th of Odtober following. Froiffart, who pro* 
bably was in his fuite, w^ prefent at the magnifi« 
cent reception which Amadeus count de Savoye, 
fumamed the count Verd» gave him on his return ; 
jhe ^efcribes the feafts on this ocoafion, which lafted 
three days ; and he does not forget to tell jis that 
they danced a virelay of his compofition. 

From the court of Savoy he returned to Milan^ 
wb^^ t}\e lyae cc^t Aoiadeu^ ^av6 him « hand« 
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feme Cottehardie *, with twenty florins of gold ; 
and thence he went to Bologna and Fefrara, where 
he received forty ducats from the king of Cyprus j 
and then to Rome. 

Inftead of the modeft equipage with which we 
have feen him travel into Scotland, he was now a ^ 
xnan of importance, travelling on a handfome hor£e^ 
attended by a hackney. 

It was about this period that Froiflart experienced 
a lofs fcr which nothing could compenfate. Philippa 
of Hainault, queen of England, who had loaded 
him with wealth, died in 1369. He compofed a lay 
on this melancholy event, of which however he was 
^t a witnefs; for he fays, in another place, that ia 
.'395 it was 27 years fince he had feen England* 
According to feveral authors fj he wrote the life of 
q^een Philippa ; but this aSertion is not founded on 
aay proofs. 

Independently of the employment of clerk of the 
chamber to the queen of England, which Froiflart 
)iad held, he had alfo been of the houfehold of Ed- 
ward III. and even of that of John king of France* 
As there are feveral other princes and lords of 
vhofe houfeholds he had been, whom he calls hi$ 
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* Or, as it is more often written, Cotardle, a fort of drefk 
common to men and women ; here il means a Pourpoint. 
This was one of the adls of gencrofity which great lords were 
accuQoined to perform ; they put , money into the purfe,^ 
which, according to the ufage of that time, was attached to 
the coat. St. Falays. 

f Voffius de Hiftoricis Latinis, lib. 3. cap. 4. fiullart, 
Academkdc$Sc5exv9Cs>jtX)m*'J/p. 124* ... ;.' 
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lords SEftd patroASy it is proper to obferve that by 
thfi mode of fpeech, he means not only thofe? 
priflces and lords to whom he had been attached as 
a dependant, but likewife thofe who had made hira 
ptefenfs, or rendered him fervices, or who, having 
feceived him in their courts or caftles, had admitted 
him to their tables, 

Pi^iffart, having loft his patronefs qneen Philippic 
did not return to England, but went into his owa 
country, where he obtained the living of Leftines- 
Of all that he performed during the time he exer* 
cifed this miniftry, he tells us nothing more than 
tiiat the tavern-keepers of Leftines had five hun- 
dred francs of his money in the fhort fpace of time 
he was their re^or. It appears from a manufcript 
Journal of the bifliop of Chartres, chancellor to the 
ddke of Anjou, that, according to letters fealed on 
the lath December, 1381, this prince caufed to be 
feized fifty-fix quires of the Chronicle of Froiffart, 
reGtor of the parifh church of Leftines, which the 
Uftoriao had fent to be illuminated, and then to be 
forwarded to the king of England, the enemy of 
France. 

' Froxflart attached himfelf afterwards to WinceC- 
l^us de-Luxembourg duke of Brabant, perhaps in the 
capacity of fecretary, according to the cuftom of 
princes and lords in thofe days, who employed 
clerks t© manage their affairs, and their correfpond- 
.ence,and at the fame time to amufe them by their 
knowledge, or their wit. 

' - Wincdlaus had a tafte for poetry : he had caufed 
Froiftart to make a coUedion of his fongs, his ron. 
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iSeatis and virelays, who, adding fome of his 6*ii 
pieces to thofe of the prince, formed a fort of ro* 
mance, under the title of Meliador^ or the Knight of 
the Sun ; but the duke did not live to fe^ the copv 
pletion of the work, for he died in 1 384* 

Almoft immediately after this eventj t*roiflart 
found another patron : he was m^de clerk of tby^ 
chapel to Guy count de Blois, and was not long in 
teftifying his gratitude to his new patron, by a paf» 
toral on the betrothing of Louis count de Dunois> 
fon of Guy, to Mary daughter of the duke of Berry* 
Two years after, on the folemnization of this mar- 
liage at Bourges, he celebrated it in a fort of Epi- 
thalamium, fufEciently ingenious for thofe tiiiieSy 
intituled " The Temple of Honour." 

He paffed the years 1385, 1386, and i387,foraer 
dmes in the Blaifois, foraetimes in Touraine 5 but 
the count de Blois having engaged him to continue 
hk hiftory which he had left unfinifhed, he d€ter- 
inined in 1388 to take advantage of the peace juft 
concluded, to vifit the court of Gafton Phoebus 
count de Foix and de Beam, in order to gain fuH 
information of whatever related to foreign couit<* 
tries, and the more diftant provinces of the king^ 
dom, where he knew that a great number of war- 
riors fignalized themfelves daily by the moft gallaat 
aftions. 

, His age and his health ftill allowed him to bear 
great fatigue ; his memory was fufficiently ftrong, 
to retain whatever he ftiould hear; andhisjudg** 
ment clear enough, to point out to lum the ufe be 
.fcouldmake of it. 

He 
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He fet out wkh letters of recommendation from 
ik% count de Blois, to Gallon Phoebus, and took the 
load through Avignon. One of his paftorals in- 
forms us, that he refided in the environs of an ab« 
bey *j (ituated between Lunel and Montpelier, and 
that he gained the afiedions of a young perfon, who 
bewailed hb departure : in the fame poem he telb 
us, that he carried with him four grey-hounds f, aa 
a prefent to the count de Foix. Gafton was paf« 
fionately fond of dogs, and had upwards of fixteea 
hundred always in his kennel : there is extant a 
treadfe written by him on hunting, which is. pre« 
ferved in manufcript in Ceveral libraries, and was 
printed in 1520. 

Froiflart went from Carcaflfonne to Pamiers, of 
which he gives an agreeable defcription : he re* 
mained there three days waiting for the chance of 
meedng fome perfon with whom he might travel 
kito Beam. He was fortunate ^loi^h to meet 
widi a kn^ht from the county of Foix, who was 
returning thkher from Avignon, and they journey- 
ed together. 

Sir Efpaing du Lyon, the name of the knight, 
was a man of high diftindion who had confiderable 
commands, and had been employed all his life in 
negociations as delicate as they were important. 

The two travellers agreed perfedly well ; the 

> 

• Probably St. Geniez, a monaftcry of nuns, one league 
and a lialf from th« road which leads from Monrpelier to 
Lnnel. St. Pal a ye, 

f Their names were Triftan, HeAor, Brun> and RoJIanc. 

St. Pax-aye. 

knight. 
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knight, who had ferved in all the wars m G^fcdityV 
was equally defirous to learn every thing which i*e-^ 
hted to thofe that Froiflart was acquainted witK i 
and Froiffart, more in a fituation to fatisfy him thatt 
any one, was not lefs curious to be informed of 
thofe events in which the knight had borne a pairt r 
they mutually communicated all they knew, with a 
reciprocal complaifance. They rode fide by fide, 
and frequently only a foot's pace : their whole 
journey was paflTed in converfations ; by which they 
mutually inftrufted each othen 

Towns, caftles, ruins, plains, heights, valleys, de-^ 
files ; every thing awakened the curiofity of Froif^ 
fart, and recalled to the memory of fir Efpaing du 
Lyon the different aftions which had there paffe J 
under his eyes, or which he had heard related by 
thofe who had been engaged in them. 

The hiftorian, too circumftantial in the recital 
which he gives us of thefe converfations, relates even 
the exclamations by which he teftified his gratitude 
to the knight, for all the interefting intelligence he 
was pleafed to give him. 

, If they arrived at a town before fun-fet, they 
availed themfelves of the remnant of the day to exa- 
mine the outworks of the place, or to obferve thofe 
parts of it which had fuffered from affaults. On their 
return to the inn, they ccMitinued the fame con- 
verfations, either between themfelves or with other 
knights and efquires, who might be lodged there ; 
and Froiffart never went to bed until he had put 
down in writing every particular he had heard* 

Aftef^ 
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After a journey of fix days, they arrived at Ortez. 
This town, one of the moft confiderable in 
Beam, was the ordinary refldence of Gallon count 
de Foix and vifcount de B^am, fumamed Phoebus, 
on account of his beauty. Froiflfart could not have 
chofen a court more fuitable to his views* The 
count de Foix, at the age of fifty-nine, was the moffe 
vigorous, the handibmeft, and beft-made man of 
that period. Adroit at all exerdfes, valorous, an 
accomplifhed captain, noble and magnificent, he 
never fuffered any warrior who was his gueft to de- 
part without carrying away proofs of his liberality : 
his cattle was the rendezvous of all thofe brave cap- 
- tains who had diftinguiflied themfelves in combats, 
or in tournaments. Their converlations folely ran 
on attacks of places, furprizes, fieges, afl^lts, (kir- 
mifhes, and battles. Their amufements were games 
ofaddrefs and ftrength, tilts, tournaments, and the 
chace, more laborious and hardly lefs dai^rous 
than war itfelf. Thefe details dderve to be read in 
Froiflfart : I can only imperfedly trace what he has 
fo excellently painted. 

The count de Foix, having learnt from fir Efpaing 
jda Lyon the arrival of Froiflart, who was well 
-known at the court of Ortez by the two firft vo- 
lumes of his Chronicle, fent to feek him at the houfe 
of one of his efquires, who had received and lodged 
him ; and, fedng him at a diftance, faid to him 
feiiling, and in good French, ^^ that he was per- 
^^ fe&ly well acquainted with him, although he had 
*' never feen him before; but that he had heard 
Vol. I. b « much 
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" much talk of him, and he retained him in hii 
•* houfehold." 

This expreflion, as I have before faid, does not 
mean that Froiffart was lodged in the caftle, but 
only that his expences were defrayed . by the count 
during the winter he paffed at his court. His moft 
ufual occupation, during that time, was to amufe 
Gafton, after his fupper, by reading to him the ro- 
mance of Meliador, which he had brought with hiia. 
Every evening he repaired to the caftle at midnight, 
which was the hour the count fat down to table, 
and none dared to interrupt the reading, Gafton 
himfelf, who liftened with the greateft attention, 
only fpoke to alk queftions concerning the book ; 
and he never fent him away, before he had made 
him drink all the wine which had remained on the 
table, from his own bottle. 

Sometimes this prince took pleafure to inform him 
of thofe particulars of the wars in which he had dif- 
tinguiftied himfelf, Froiffart did not gain lefs infor- 
mation from his frequent converfations with thS 
knights and efquires whom he found aflfembled at 
Ortez ; more efpecially from the knights of Arra- 
gon and of England, attached to the houfehold of the 
duke of Lancafter, who at that time refided at Bour- 
deaux. They related to him all they knew of the 
battles of the kings John of Caftille, and John of 
Portugal, and their allies. Among others, the fa- 
mous Baftot de Mauleon, in giving him the hiftory 
of his own life, related to him alfo the particulars of 
almoft all the wars which had taken placQ in the dif* 
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ferent provinces of France, and even in Spsun, from 
the time of the battle of Poitiers, at which period he 
ifirft bore arms. 

Although he applied himfelf, without relaxatioii, 
to colleft hiftorical memoirs, Froiflart gave, how- 
ever, fome moments to poetry. We have a paftoral, 
by him, which he f<iems to have compofed in the 
county of J*oix, in honour of Gallon Phcebus. He 
fays, that being 

• 

En beau Pre vert et plaifant 
?ar deflus Gave la riviere 
Entre Pau et Ortais fcanr, 

# 

he faw fliepherds and ihepherdeffes who were con- 
verfing of different lords, and the arms they bore* 
He adroitly makes ufe of this fi£tion, to name with 
praife all thofe from ' whom he had recdved aay 
marks of liberality, smd terminates his lift with the 
count de Foix. 

After a long refidence at the court of Ortez^ 
Froiflart began to think of his departure. He was 
tletained by Gafton, who gave him hopes that an 
opportunity would foon offer for him to travel in 
good company. The marriage of the countefs of 
Boulogne, a relation of the count, having been 
'concluded with the duke of Berry, the young bride 
was condufted from Ortez to Morlas, where the 
equipages of the duke, her hulband, were waiting 
for her. He fet out in her fuite, aft(?r having re- 
ceived proofs of the generofity of Gafton, wha 
\;rarmly preffed him to return. He accompanied 
the princefs to Avignon, and during the remainder 
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of the Jotinxey whicli (he took acrofs the Lyohnoi^, 
la fereffe, te Pores, and the Bourbbnnois, as far as 
Riom, in Auvergne. 

The ttay at Avignon was unfortunate to Froiflart, 
for he was rohbed there. Tliis melancholy adven- 
'ture was the fubjefl: of a long poem, in which hie 
introduces feveral incidents of his life, and which 1 
liave made ufe of in this memoir. 

This poem fhews that the defire of vifiting the 
tomb of the cardinal de Luxembourg, who died 
with the reputation of a faint, was not the fole 
motive which had induced him to pafs again 
through Avignon in the fuite of the young princefs ; 
but that he was charged with a private commiflion 
frorti the lord de Couci. He might, as he fays, 
have Endeavoured to feek redrefs for the lofe of his. 
'mbn^y by foliciting a benefice ; but this refource 
tptis tibt to his tatfte. He laid greater ftrefs on the 
generofity of the lord de la Riviere, and the count 
de Sahderre, who accompanied the duchefs df Berry, 
-and oh that of the vifcountd'Afci. He reprefents 
hinifelf, in this poem, as a man of much expence : 
l)efld'es the revenue of the living of Leftines, which 
was confiderdble, he had received, fince he was 
ftventy-five yeaiis old, two thoufand francs, of 
which nbthing remained. The colledions for 'his 
Work had coft^ him feven hundred francs j but he 
regretted not this 'expence -, for, as he fays, ** I have 

compofed many a hiftory which will be fpoken of 

by pofterity." The remainder was fpent among 
the tavern-keepers at Leftines, and in his travels, 
Vhich he always performed with a good equipage, 

well 






well mounted^ well drefTed^ and living well wher- 
ever he wenf . 

Froiflart had been prefeQt at all this feafls which 
were given on the marriage of the duke of Berry ;^ 
and celebrated the eve of Whitfunday at Riom, in, 
Auyergne. IJe cpmpofed a paftoral for the morrow 
of the nuptials ; and returning to France with the 
lord de la Riviere, he went to Paris. His i^ura^ 
adivity, and his ardour for information, which 
inceflantly occupied his mind, did not permit him to 
remain there long. We have feen him in fix 
months go from the Blaifois to Avignon, then to 
the county of Foix j whence he returned again tp 
Avignon, eroding Auvergne to go to Paris. He 
was in lefs than two years fuccefCvely in the Cam.- 
brefis, in Haynault, Holland, Picai;dy, a fecond, 
time in Paris, at the extremity of; Languedoc ; th^n 
again at Paris and at Valenciennies ; whence he 
went to Bruges, Sluys, in ZeaIa^d, and at laft into 
his own country. 

He accompanied the lord de Couci into the Cam.* 
brefis to the caftle of Crevecceur, which the king had 
juft given to him ; to whon^ he related all he had 
feen, and learnt from him the different particulars 
of thenegociations between France and England. 

After having (laid fifteen days in his own coimtry, 
he pafied a month in Holland with the count de 
Blois, entertaining him with the hiftory of his 
travels. He then went to Lelinghen, to learn the 
details of the negociations for peace, which were 
carrying on at that place, and was prefent at the 
magnificf nt entry of Ifabella of Bavaria into Paris. 

b3 The 
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The exiadnefe with which he defcribes the cert* 
monies obferved between the pope and Charles VI^ 
at Avignon, feems to prove that he was an eye 
witnefs of their meeting : this is the more probable, 
becaufe it is certain that Charles VI. went from 
Avignon to Touloufe, to receive the homage of the 
count de Foix; when Froiffart was prefent, and 
heard their converfation. 

Nothing of novelty paffed, of which Froiffart did 
not wifh to be a fpeftator; feafts, tournaments^ 
conferences for peace, interviews of princes, their 
entries, nothing efcaped his curiofity. It appears, 
that, at the beginning of the year 1 390, he returned 
to his own country, and that he was folely occupied 
in the continuation of his hiftory, and in completing 
it, from the intelligence he had amaffed from aU 
parts with fo much labour and fatigue. However^ 
what he had learnt relative to the war in Spain did 

' not fatisfy him ; he felt a fcruple at only having 
heard one fide ; that is to fay the Gafcons and 
Spaniards, who had been attached to the king of 
Caftille. It was the duty of an exa£l and judicious 
hiftorian to know aHb what the Portugueze had to. 
fay on this fubjeft : and, on the information he had, 
that numbers of that nation were to be found at 
Bruges, he went thither. 

Fortune ferved him beyond his hopes': and th«s 
enthufiafm with which he fpeaks of it, evinces the 
ardour he felt for a perfeft knowledge of fafts. On 
his arrival, he learnt that a Portugueze knight, " a 

. *' valiant and wife man, and of the council of the 
** king of Portugal,*' whofe name was Juan Fer^ 

xurndo 






nando Portelet, had lately come to Middleburgh, in 
Zealand. 

Portelet was on his road to Pruflia to join in the 
war againfl the infidels, and had been prefent in all 
the wars of Portugal. Froiffart immediately fet 
out, in company with a Portugueze, a friend of the 
knight ; went to Sluys, embarked, and arrived at 
Middleburgh, where his fellow-traveller prefented 
him to Portelet. 

This knight, "gracious, amiable, and eafy of 
** accefs,'* related to him, during the fix days they 
paffed together, every thing which had been done in 
Portugal and Spain, from the death of king Ferdi- 
nand until his departure from Portugal. Froiffart, 
equally pleafed with the recitals of Portelet, and 
with his politenefs, took leave of him, and returned 
Ijome } where, having arranged all the information 
l)e had acquired in his various travels, he compofed 
z, new book, which makes the third of his hiftory. 

The paffage whence thefe particulars are taken 
2^dds, that Froiffart, on quitting Zealand, ajid before 
bis return to his own country, went once more to 
Rome. Although, in this inflance, the printed 
copies are conformable to the manufcripts, this 
journey, of which no other mention is made, feem^ 
to me quite improbable. Denys Sauvage affures iis, 
in a marginal note, that, inftead of Rome, we 
^ould read Bruges, Sluys, or Valenciennes : it is 
much more natural to read Damme, a port in the 
Xieighbourhopd of Sluys, where as we have feea 
\\ie hiftorian embarked. 

b4 It 
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It 16 uncertain how long Froiffart remained iti 
Haynault ; we only know that he was again in Paris 
in 1392, at the time when the conftable de Cliffon 
was aflaffinated by Peter de Craon ; and at Abbe- 
ville towards the end of that fame year, or the* 
beginning of the next, during the conferences 
which were held there by the plenipotentiaries from 
France and England, when they at laft eftablifhed a 
truce for four years, 

Prom the year 1378, Froiffart had obtained from 
the anti-pope Clement VIT, the reverfion of a canon- 
Ihip at Lille. In the colleftion of his poetry, which 
was completed in 1393, and in a preface, which is 
to be met with in feveral manufcripts at the begin- 
ning of the fourth volume of his hiftory, compofed 
about this time, he ftyles himfelf canon of Lille ; but 
Clement VII. dying in 1394, he gave up his. 
expeftations of the reverfion, and began to ftyle 
himfelf canon and treafurer of the collegiate church 
of Chimay, which he probably owed to the friend- 
fliip of the count de Blois, who refpefted him 
much ; the lordfliip of Chimay being part of the 
inheritance which had.fallen'in to the count in 1 38 1, 
by the death of John de Chatillon, count de Blois, 
the laft of his brothers. 

It was twenty-fevcn years fince Froiffart had left 
England; when, taking advantage of the truce 
between the French and Englifh, he returned 
thither in 1395, furniflied with letters of recom- 
mendation to the king, and his uncles. From 
Dover, where he difembarked, he went to Canter- 
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bury, made his oflfering at the Ihrine of Thom^Sj 
a Becket, and, from refpefl: to the memory of the 
prince of Wales, to whom he was perfectly well* 
known, he vifited his magnificent maufoleum. He 
faw there the young king Richard, who had arrived 
to return thanks to God for the fuccefs of his laft 
campaign in Ireland : but, in fpite of the good 
intentions of fir Thomas Percy, high fteward of 
England, who had promifed to produre him an 
audience of the king, he could not be prefented ; ' 
and was obliged to follow this prince to the dif- 
ferent places he vifited, until he came to Leeds- 
caftle *• 

This time was not lofl on our hiftorian; the 
Englilh were ftill full of their expedition to. Ireland ;. 
and he got them to tell him both their owa 
exploits, and the marvellous things they had feea 
there. Being yet at Leeds-caftle, he prefented to. 
the duke of York his letters from the count d'Hai^ 
nault and the count d'Oftrevant f. " Matter John,'*, 
faid the duke to him, " keep near to our perfon^ 
*' and to our people, who will fhew you all love 
** and kindnefs ; we are bounden fo to do, from 
^ afie£tion to former times, and to our lady mother, 
** to whom you were attached ; we well remember 
** thc^e times/* He afterwards introduced him 
inta the king's chamber, who received him with 
very diftinguifhed marks of good-wilL Richard 
(ook the letters he had been charged with ; and, 

• In Kent. 

t Afterwards earl of Holland} and knight of the Garter; 

having 



xxvi 



<4 



having read them, faid, ^* that fince he had been of 
the houfehold of his grandfather, and of the 
queen his grandmother, he muft be ftill of the 
*' houfehold of England.*' 

Froiffart, however, had not yet been able to pre- 
fent to the king the romance of Meliador, which he 
had brought with him ; and Percy advifed him to 
wait a more favourable opportunity. Two ini^ 
portant objedks occupied the mind of Richard; 
one was his intended marriage with Ifabella of 
France ; the other, the oppofition of the people of 
Aquitaine to the donation which he had made of 
that province to his uncle, the duke of Lancafter^ 
The prelates and barons had been fummoned to 
Eltham, to deliberate on thefe two affairs ; ancj 
Froiffart had followed the court. He wrote down 
regularly all he heard in his converfations with the 
different Englifh lords ; and Richard Sturry, who 
was of the King's cabinet council, entrufted him, in 
confidence, with every refolution they had deters 
mined upon, begging him only to keep them fecret 
until they fhould be publicly divulged. . 

At laft, on the Sunday which followed the hold- 
ing of this council,, the duke of York, fir Richard 
Sturry, and fir Thomas Percy, finding the king but 
little occupied, mentioned the romance which Froit 
fart had brought with him. The prince afked ta 
fee it J and the hiftorian fays, " he faw it in bis 
^^ chamber ; for, I had it always with me, and 
V placed it upon his bed. He then opened and 
*' looked into it, and was greatly pleafed : indeed, 
^^ be ought to have been pleafed j for it wa$i illu- 

*' minated^ 
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•* minated, and the writing much ornamented : it wai» 
** befides, bound in crimfon velvet, with ten filver- 
** gilt nails, and a golden rofe, in the midft of two 
** clafps gilt, richly chafed with gold rofes. Then,'* 
continues Froiflart, *< the king enquired what fub- 
•* je& it treated of ; and I told him, of love. He 
** was delighted with this anfwer, and looked into 
^* different parts of the book, and read therein ; for, 
** he read and fpoke French perfedly well. He 
** then ordered one of his knights, named fir 
** Richard Credcn, to cany it to his cabinet; and 
** he feemed much obliged to me for it." 

Henry Caftede, an Englifh efquire, who had 
been prefent at this converfation, and who knew 
foefides that Froiflart was writing his hi (lory, coming 
up to him, enquired if he had been informed of the 
details of the conqueft which the king had jufl 
made in Ireland. Froiffart pretended to be ignorant 
of them, in order to engage the efquire in conver- 
fation, who took pleafure in recounting them to 
him. 

Every thing the hiftorian heard, among the reft, 
the repaft which the king of England gave in Ire- 
land to the four kmgs, after having conquered 
them, excited in him very great regret, for not hav. 
ing come to England a year fooner, as he was pre- 
paring to do, when the news of the death of queen 
Anne of Luxembourg, Richard's firft wife, made 
him alter his intentions : he would not have failed 
to have gone to Ireland, to have feen every thing 
(limfelf ; for, he was much interefted in collecting 
tl)e iQumteft circupiftances of this expedition, in 

order 
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order to entertain "-hi^ lords" the duke of 9fivari^ 
and bi$ foDy who had. oi^ Frizeland finular p^e* 
tenfioQs to thofe of the king of England on Ireland^ 

After three months refidencc in England^ Froifc 
fart took his leave of the kii^g. Thip prince^ >0aLQpi 
he had followed in l^is different^ excui;iipns near 
London, ordered one hundred, npt)les * to be g^Men 
him, as a laft m^k of his affieflion, in a go^Jet t 
of filver, gilt, weighing two marcs. 

The melancholy end. of Richard, whicb happeijed 
in 15-99, is related af: the end of thie fourtl^ volume 
of Froiffart's hiftory, who acquits hin^fjelf moft 
graitefujily to this Prince by the aflfefting inanner 
in which he laments, his misfortunes. At t^ ffUn^ 
iims be remarks, thaig Ui this event he fj^iqi^ (he ai^r 
complifhment of a predi^pn wjiiiqh hi*d l^en I9a49 
refpeftiflg Richard, when h^ was born. aft Bt^rdeau?. j 
and alfo of a prophecy in the romwceof Bfutup;{:, 
which; pointed out the pisince who. wo^ld dedirp^? 
him. 

The death of Guy count de Blois happened fooa 
after Froiflart's ret-urn home : liie mentioi^s it in his 
Chronicle, imder the year 1397. He was the^i 
fixty yeajcs of age, and muft have lived at leaft four 
years more ; for, he relates fome events of the ye^f 



♦ This fam may amount to about twenty -five guineas of 
our prefeat coin. St. Palay^. 

f Th'vs, vas called by our anceftors a hcnepee, icj ^ft, 
banap, full of money : whence comes the Hanaper office in 
the EngliQi Treafury. St. P^.tAYE. 

% See particulars of Wace, author of the romapce of 
Bmtusi in Mft £llis's Sp«cim€n%of early Engliih Poets. 
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1400. If we believe Bodin and La Poplimere, he 
lived to 1420 ; but thefe two writers haVe probably 
oeen deceived by the words, which begin the laft 
chapter of his hiftory : " En Tan de grace mil 
**(}uatre cdnt ung moinsj*' inftead of reading, 
** ling/' as it is written in feveral manufcripts and 
in the black letter editions, they muft have read 
'' vihgt." 

Another paffage in Froiflart may alfo have given 
rife to a belief that he lived to about the middle of 
^he fifteenth century. In fpeaking of the banifh- 
^erit of the count de Harcourt, who perfuaded the 
•Ehglifh to make a defcent in Normandy, he fays, 
^^t the melancholy effects of this invafion were 
^^ble for more than a hundred years after. Thefe 
^ei-riis muft not be taken literally ; the author wrote 
^ tiler as forefeeing thofe evils to come which he 
dreaded, than as being a witnefs of their fatal effefts. 
It is not, however, poffible to decide in what 
y^sir 'he died ; it only appears that it was in the 
wxonth of Oftober, fince his death is announced 
^^ that month in the obituary of the collegiate 
cHurch of St. Monegutida, at Chimay, from which 
^ Ixave added an extraft at the end of this memoir. 
A^ccording to an old tradition of the country, he 
>Ar^ interred in the chapel of St. Anne, in this 
Collegiate church ; and, indeed, it feems very pro- 
bable that he fhould end his days in his own chapter. 
1*he liaiiie of Froiflart was common to fcVeral 
pe'rfons who lived at the fame time with our hif* 
toriah ; befides Froiflart iVleiillier, the young efquire 
from Hainault, whom Imentionied in the beginning 

of 



of this memoir^ we find in the Chronicle of ottf 
author, a Dom Froiffart^ who had fignalized hiiiH 
felf at the fiege which the count de Hdnault iiad 
formed in 1 3 4.0 againft the town of St. Amanda 
This monk defended for a confiderable time a 
breach which had been made in the walls of 
the abbey, and did not abandon it, before he had 
killed or wounded eighteen men. At the end of 
fome charters of the count de Foix, there is a fig- 
nature of J. FroifTart, or Jaquinot Froiflart : he was 
a fecretary to the count, and, perhaps, a relation of 
the Hiftorian. There is alfo mention made, in the 
regifters of the *' Trefor des Chartes,'* of a re- 
miflion granted in 1375 to Philebert Froiflart^ 
efquire, who had been in the company of Gafcons 
in the country of Guyenne, under the command of 
Charles d^Artois, count de Pezenas* 

To avoid interrupting the thread of the narrative, 

I have defer-red to the end of this Memoir tie 

examination of a paflage in the poetry of Froiffart, 

which points out, but in obfcure terms, one of the 

principal circumftances of his life. He recals the 

faults of his youth, and particularly reproaches 

himfelf for having quitted a learned profeflion for 

which he had natural talents, and which had gained 

him much refpeft (he feems to point at hiftory, or 

poetry), to follow another, which, though much 

more lucrative, was as little fuited to him as that of 

arms ; and having failed in it, had made him fall 

from that degree of honour to which the firft had 

elevated him. He fays, he is determined to repair 

his fault, and, returning to his former occupations^ 

tranfmit 



franftnit to pofterity the glorious names of thofe 
kings, princes, and lords, of whofe generofity he 
iad partaken. 

In the whole courfe of the life of Froiflart, I fee 
no period to which this alledged change can be 
afcribed, or which points out this lucrative trade, 
called by himfelf " marchandijW* The indecency 
of the expreflion will not fuflFer us to fuppofe 
it could be his cure of Leftinea; although he 
has faid, in another part, that the reftory was of 
confiderable value : could it be the profeffion of 
^ lawyer, or that of his fether, who was, as we have 
before ftated; a painter of arms? A Angular 
meaning of the word " niarchandife,** in Corn- 
mines, may perhaps give us a plaufible explanation. 

Commines, bom in the fame country, and not 
very far from the time of Froiffart^ employs this 
word to fignify a negociation of aflfairs between 
princes. The bufinefs of a negociator, or rather a 
man of intrigue, who feeks, without any apparent 
charafter, to penetrate the fecrets of courts, would 
perhaps be that, which Froiffart repents having fbl- 
lowed. The details into which we have entered re- 
fpefting his various travels, the long refidence which 
he has often made, in critical times, with feveral 
princes, and the talent which he poffefled of infi- 
nuating himfelf into their good graces, feem to me 
to warrant this conjefture. 
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Extraft from a manufcript taken from the archives 
of the chapter of St. Monegunda, at Chimayy in 
which are found the obituaries and pious -founda-^ 
tions belonging to this chapter, and other antiqui- 
ties. Folio 39 and 40. 

" The obituary of fir John Froiflart, bom at 
*^ Valenciennes, canon and treafurer of the afore- 
faid church, which flourifhed in 1364, may have 
place here, according to his quality, as having 
been domeftick chaplain to the renowned Guy de 
*^ Chatillon, count de Soiffons and de Blois, lord of 
'* Avefnes, Chimay, and Beaumont, &c. who has 
" alfo been a very celebrated hiftorian of his time, 
*' and has written the wars and chronicles of the 
" moft remarkable events from the year 1335 until 
the year 1400 ; according to his own declaration, 
in divers parts of his hiftory, and more efpecially 
in the. 51 ft chapter of his 4th book; arid as we 
find it reprefented in the eulogium written in his 
praife in the following words : 

'* Cognita Romanae vtx eflet gloria gentis, 

«* Pluribus hunc fcriptis ni decoraffet .honos; 
" Tanti nempe refert totum fcripfifle perorbenif 

'** Quaelibet et do&os fecMa tulifle viros. 
*' CiVmtijemorent^Wos aKt, ftiper cethfcra tollaifn 

*' FroifTardum, hiftoriae per fua fec'la ducem ; 
*' Scripfit enim hiftoriam mage fexaginta peranrios, 

" Totius mundi, quae memoranda notat, 
*' Scripfit & Anglorum Reginoe gefta Philippse^ 

*• Qui, Guilielme, tuo tutia jundta toro/* 
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HONORARIUM. 

Gallorum fublimis honos 8c fama tuorum, 
Hie, FroifTarde, jaccs,fi modo foncjaces. 

Hiftorise vivus (luduifti reddere vitam» 
Defun<fto vitam reddet at ilia tibi. 

Joannes Froissardus, Canonicus & Thefaura- 
rius Ecclefiae CoUegiata; Sanftae Monegundis 
Simaci, vetuftiflimo ferme totius Belgii oppido. 

• 

Proxima dum propriis florebit Francia fcriptis^ 
Fania* dum ramos, Blancaquef fundit aquas> 

Urbis -at hujus honos, templi fie fama vigebis 
Teque ducem hifloriae Gallia tota colet, 

Belgica tota colet, Cymeaque vallis amabit 
Dum rapidus proprios Scaldis obibit agros. 



♦ The Faigne de Chi may, a fmall foreft dependant on it. 
f La Blanche Ean, ariver which runs by Chimay* 
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WORKS OF FROISSART. 



nrHE life of Froifl^art has been the fubjefl: of the 
preceding pages. I will now give the hiftory 
of his works, as well printed as manufcript, in yerfe 
and in profe ; and I will, as £sdthfully as I am able, 
detail their contents* It may, perhaps, be thought 
I have been too minute ; but I feel myfelf to owe a 
particular attention to an hiftorian who alone is worth 
more than a multitude of others, by the importance 
of the fubjeflis he inveftigates, and the long period oi 
time his hiftory contains. I have befides obferved 
that the author has unfolded in the courfe of his 
work, many fa£ts which ferve to clear up many pre- 
ceding ones : and for want of this information, it 
has often happened that I have been ftopped in my 
reading, and have not profited fo much by it, as I 
Qtherwife fhould have done.. It is this which has 
made me fenfible of the want thofe who read Froit 
i^ vwld experience of fuch an explanation. To 
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fmooth all difficulties, and to lay down fuch rules as 
may ferve for guides to readers, I have attempted to 
do that, which 1 fhould have been glad to have foun4 
done, when I began to read this author : for, I do 
not fimply propofe to give an idea of our hiftorian, 
fuch as to fatisfy curiofity alone ; my objedt is, 
fhat thefe memoirs Ihould ferve as an introduftion 
to thofe who may be induced to read him ; and that 
they (hould render him,, as much as circumftances 
^11 admit, more eafy, more interefting and more 
inftruftive, 

I. General Plan of his Hiftory. 

THE hiftory which Froiflart has left us extends 
from 1326 to 1 40c. It is not confined to theevei\ts 
which were paffing in France during this long pe- 
riod, but comprehend^, with almoft as much detail,^ 
every confiderable affair which happened in Eng- 
land, Scotland,* Ireland, and Flanders. It in- 
cludes alfo a number of particulars relative to the 
affairs of the popes of Rome and of Avignon ; of 
Spain, Germany, Italy; fometimes even of Pruffia, 
Hungary, Turkey, Africa, and other countries, in 
ihort, of almoft the whole known world. But this 
immenfe multitucje of fafts, fo different from each 
other ; the chronological order of which is not very 
clearly made out, frequently prefents to the reader 
only a confufed mixture of events taking place at 
different times, and in different places, of which he 
cannpt form any diftinO: idea, nor can his memory 
unite fo many fcattered objeQs, which have a ne» 
ceffary connexion among each other. 

There 
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there will be found, at the end of this Eflay, art 
abridgement of the principal faCts related in the 
CDurfe of the hiftory * ; Jlnd^ in order to remedy, at 
lfi«ft in part, the diforder which prevails in placing 
thefe events, I will difpofe of eadh in the clafs to 
which it belongs^ as well as point out the chapters 
which it will be proper to read, to follow the train of 
caufes of a fimilar nature^ as well as the hiftory of the 
lame country, or the fame nation. It will be impoffi- 
Wefor me to go into a very minute detail* To leave- 
nothing to be wifhed for^ it would be right to make 
references to every article^ of all the preceding paf- 
fages relative to it, and of all thofe which follow ; 
but this can only be executed as notes to the origi- 
nal itfelf, and would require all the attention of an 
^'tor who fhould intereft himfelf for the advantage 
of hid readers* 

IL A more detailed Plan ofFrolJfarfs Hi/tory* 

THE hiftory of Froiffart is divided into four 
books or volumes, as well in the manufcripts, as in 
all the printed editions. 

The firft l>egins with the coronation of Edward 
IIL king of England, in 1 326, and with the accefiion 
of Philip de Valois to the crown of France in 1328} 
and clofes with the year 1379 inclufively. 

Froiffart begins his fecond volume with the threes 
laft years of the preceding volume, and with more 



* Neither this, nor his Poem*, are cnntinued in cho Mj- 
tnoirs de I* Acadcmie, by M. tie Sc. P.ilaye. ; bat a ci-iticifm 
6a hift poetry will be added from an anonymous author iu 
^ Memoirs de 1' Aca Jemie» vol. ziv. 
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detail, having gained fuller iiiformation than lRrh< 
he firft wrote it. He continues it until the peace 
Ghent with the duke of Burgundy, the treaty fi 
which is in the Jaft chapter but one of this volum 
dated the i8th December, 1385. 

The third volume go6s back as far as the ye 
1382 inclufively, reciting feveral events, which hs 
been mentioned kr the fecond from the 93d chapt< 
to the end. The events of thefe four laft year 
which had been already related, are fo much e: 
panded in the third volume, that they occupy tl 
29 firft chapters. The reft is employed in the h 
tory of the following years to 1389, ending wi 
the truce concluded for three years between Fran 
and England, and with the preparations which we 
making for the entry of queen Ifabella of Bavai 
into Paris, of which the author promifcs to fpe< 
more at large. 

Thefoirrth volume begins with a recital of all tl 
feafts and pageantries appointed for this entry, ai 
ends with the dethroning and death of Richard ] 
king of England, in 1400, and with the eleftioji tl 
fame year of Robert, emperor of Germany. The 
events terminate the two laft chapters of the who 
work. 

This manner of dividing the hiftory of Froiffa 
is the fame in ail the manufcripts and print< 
copies ; but theie divifions do not begin or end 
the fame places in all the copies. I will give an a 
count of thefe variations, which, in truth, are n 
very confiderable, when I treat of the differe- 

print- 
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^ted copies and mantifcripts of Froiffart that 
hare pafied through my hands. 

flL Divifim of the four Volumes of Froiffart into 
Chapters^ and of the firfi Volume into feveral 
Parts. 

THE four volumes of the hiftorjr of Froiffart are 

liibdivided into a great number of chapters, which 

are differently placed, according to different manu^ 

fcripts and printed copies ; but, befide thefe divi- 

fions, in a great many manufcripts there is one 

"Which is particular to the firft volume. Some have 

four books, or parts, others fix, and fome eight. I 

^Ivill fpeak more fully of this matter ^vhen I come tc> 

xnention the mianufcripts of Froiffart. 

It is in one of thefe four, fix, or eight divifionil 
^2)f the firft volume, thit we muft fcek for the ter- 
XTiiiiation of that part of his hiftory which Froiffart 
^carried to England, and prefented to queen Philippa 
"^CDf Hainault. It neceffarily precedes thefe books, or 
X^i'ts, in which the death of this queen in 1369 is 
^related ; it even precedes, if I do not miftake, every 
"tihing prior to 1367, when he was appointed clerk 
^Df the clofet to the queen of England ; for, I be- 
Xieve, it was the hiftory which he prefented to her 
*:hat made hifrl known, and gained him the office he 
lield in the houfehold of that princefs. 

I doubt not but that it was pofterior to the recital 
«f the battle of Poitiers in 1356, fince it was at that 
epoch he begin to write. We muft not feek for it 
either before or after the years 1357, 1358, 1359, 

c 4 or 
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or 1560; I would rather fix on* the year 1360: 
for in that year the treaty of Bretigny was con- 
cluded, which gave peace to France and England. 
This period agrees with the time our author appears 
to have gone to England : the circuniftance of the 
peace naturally interrupted the progrefs of a hiftory 
which had apparently no other objeft than to treat 
of deeds of arms. 

1 he fecoiid and third volumes are terminated at 
fimilar periods ; one at the peace between the duke 
of Burgundy with Ghent in 1385 ; and the other 
between the French and Englifh in 1387. 

Froiflart difcontinued writing in 1392; and 
during the following years which were paffed in a 
lucceffion of truces between France and England, 
he took advantage of going to England, where he 
had not been for twenty-feven years* 

IV. • Did Froijfart make iJjefe Divijions ? 

IT may be alked if Froiffart himfelf divided hk 
hiftory in the manner we have related ? I do not 
doubt but he was the author of the divifion into 
four volumes; for, befides that this divifion is ob- 
ferved in all the manufcripts, evfen thofe of his own 
time, he occafionally cites fafts in fome of thefe vo- 
lumes which had been related in a former, and makes 
ufe of the following exprefTions, " as it is mentioned 
in another hiftory ;" or "as you have before 
heard related in the preceding book of this re- 
nowned excellent hiftory.** 
But as for the fub-divifions of the firft volume 
into four, fix, or eight books, they are not to be 

found 
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found in the moft ancient manufcripts ; befides, 
^j I they are not uniformly the fame in thofe wherein 
they occur ; I therefore do not hefitate to attri- 
:i^ I bute them to the copyifts, who have taken this 
y I iicence on themfelves. 

^t f With regard to the chapters of each volume, and 

the titles of thefe chapters, they are only to be met 

with in the printed copies ; in the manufcripts of 

tliat time, and fubfequent to it, they are diflferent, 

according to the various manufcripts or printed 

copies ; and I fee no probability that FroifTart was 

^hG author of them. One lingle paflage may create 

^ diiScuity on this fubjeft. It is in the firft volume, 

^'^ an occafion where the hiftorian refers you to the 

f>*^^ceding chapter ; but this paffage is evidently an 

^'^^^r^olation. Notwithftanding it is in the three 

ia^r-i, letter editions, and in thofe of Dcnys Sau- 

it is not to be found in any of the manu- 

5^ts which I have feen, wit^ the exception of a 

le one in the national library, number 8321, 

is of the date of the latter end of the fifteenth 

ury, and one of the lead authentic copies we 
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The Time which Frpijfart ernployed in the Com-' 
pofttion of his Hijlory. 

THE principal of thefe divifions, that which divides 

^*>^ hiftory of Froiffart into four volumes, ferves to 

^^ark as many diiferent epochs, at which he (topped 

^U the courfe of his work ; whether from want of 

materials, having carried his narration to the time 

of 



bf his writing ; or \*hether he wiflied to ttke fdiritf 
repofe himfelf, and allow the fame to his readers i 
tut thefe are not the only places where Froiffart has 
fufpended the courfe of his hiftory ; many have beert 
pointed out, and I will endeavour to fix a date to' 
them, as Well as to others, as far as my abilities and 
information extend. 

Before entering on this examination, I fhall explain 
the manner in which I underftand Froiffart difcon-^ 
tinued to write his hiftory. From all I have faid 
of his habits, he is feen continually occHpied with 
this objeft : more than forty years of his life, rec- 
koning from the time he was twenty, were paffed irt 
this purfuit : but in fuch a long period^ there is: 
one pa^t of it which more direSly belongs to the 
compofition of this work J I mean that, when, re*' 
turning from his travels and laborious inquiries, he 
coUeflted hi? materials, arranged them, and formed 
a Gonnefted hiftory^ fuch as we have it at this day. 
As he wTOte it at different periods, I fhall attempt td 
affign to each part its fuitable time ; to fix when it 
was begun and finifhed ; how many years he em-^ 
ployed upon it, and the intervals during which he' 
ceafed to write : I think all thefe details neceffary.- 
Froiflart travelled over large trafts of country, and 
made a long refidence in feveral places ; he v as at- 
tached, at different times, to courts whofe interefts 
werc^ m oppoiition ; he livred with a great number 
of princes and lords of contrary parties. It would 
have been difficult not to have been biaffed by pre- 
judices, and not to have been influenced by affeftioa 
for fome, and hatred to others j it'was unlikely that 
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helhould always havefteered clear of the illufioils 
rf partiality ; for his candour alone would hare 
fenred to render him more fufceptible of them. If 
the circumftances be recollefted of our hiftorian's 
life, which have been related in the preceding pages^ 
and are conneded with thofe times in which he 
laboured at the compofition of different parts of his 
hiftory, not only the nature of the information he 
might be in a fituation to gather will be manifeft, as 
well relative to places, as to the perfons he had 
feen ; but thofe perfons to whom he may be fup- 
pofed to have leaned, will be pointed out. Thefe 
grounds being once eflabliflied, will be of very 
great afEftance in enabling us to appreciate more 
juftly the different degrees of credit he may deferve, 
as an authority, according to the various matters he 
treats of, and the times in which he fpeaks of them. 
Without its being neceffary for me to explain my- 
felf more at length on this fubjeft, every reader may 
apply this rule as he fliall advance in the reading of 
Froiffart : it will ferve him as a guide at every ftep 
he takes ; it will guard him from error or fedudlion ; 
whether the hiftorian fhould have been ill-informed, 
or (hould have- wiflied to impofe on his readers, fup- 
pofing it true that he were capable of fo doing. 

The firft volume of Froiflart comprehends, as I 
have faid before, the hiftory from 1326, to 1379. 
This period includes the time of his journey to Eng- 
land ; we may readily fuppofe he had difcontiniied 
the work, for, he confidered it then as fini{hed ta 
that part, fince, he fays, he carried it to England, . 
where he prefented it to the queen. It ends, as I 
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hate already faid, about the year 1360 J Sud W^ 
have feen that it was completed in 1361, and thait; 
he had only begun it about the year 1357,^ it i^ 
therefore evident that Froiffart fcarcely employed 
more than three or four years in the compbfition of 
this part of his work ; which neverthelefs appears 
to me one of thofe with which he has taken the 
moft pains* 

A fort ofconneftlon, whic!h I flndx bet ween ftve* 
ral chapters of the remahider of this firft volume, oi 
which the firft announces others at a great diftance^ 
convinces me that this remainder has been com- ' 
pofed ofF-hand, and without interruption ; and that^ 
confequently, the author only began to write it 
towards the year 1379, fmce he clofes it with the 
account of the events of this year. In truth, I be- 
lieve that, during the time he paffed in the fervice 
of queen PhiHppa from 1361 to 1369, he Was more 
occupied in writing, by her orders, poems on gaU 
lantry and love, than in labouring at his hiftory j 
and that, although in his different travels, feveral of 
which were after the death of this princefs, he 
were anxious to gain every information of the* 
hiftory of his own time, he bad not, in the midfl: of 
an agitated life, either fufBcient leifure, or a mind 
enough difengaged from the anxieties or pleafures 
of the world, to write it. He employed three or* 
four years in composing the laft half of his firft 
volume; for we fhall fee, that the following volume^ 
which he did not immediately begin upon,, was 
written from 1385 to 1388, 
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"Notwithftanding Froiflart may have written the 
ftrft volume at two difFerent times, it feems, that 
Ae preface, which is at the begimiing, was jot 
done until the whole was finiflied ; for the author 
^>eaks in it of his travels into Scotland, whither he 
did not go until after he had prefented the firft half 
of this volume to the queen of England. 

No material interruption is met with in the 
courfe of the fecond volume. The author employs 
the twenty-feven firft chapters in recapitulating the 
ev«its of the three laft years of the preceding 
volume, which had been too fuccindly related. He 
adds new fads, or new circumftances, to thofe he 
had before told, or rectifies the narration, from 
having been better informed afterwards ; and it is 
firom this I draw my proof, that there was fome 
kiterval between the compofition of the firft vo« 
kime, and the other which followed. 

After thefe twenty-feven firft chapters he re- 
fumes the thread of his hiftory, which he follows 
until the peace the men <^ Ghent obtained from 
the duke of Burgundy, and of which he reports 
the ori^nal treaty, dated the i8th December, 

It is towards the year 1385 or 1386, that jFroif- 
fart began to write his fecond volume: it was 
finiflied in 1388. This fame year he vifited the 
count de Foix ; and in the account he gives of his 
travels he fays, that different perfons reminded him 
of events which he had related in his Hiftory; 
and thefe events are told in the fecond volume, 

which, 
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which, according to all appearances, was imraedi- 
ately written. 

There is an interval of upwards of twelve years 
between the compofition of this volume and tl^e, 
enfuing one ;. for, the author only began the third 
in 1 390, He then wrote it by command, and at 
the expence, of the count de Blois : this he ^x- 
prefsly fays in the beginning of the 97th chapter. 
There is nothing to prevent us from believing 
that the preceding volume had been compofed 
by the orders of the fame nobleman, fince I have 
Ihevvn in the Memoirs of his life, that Froiffart 
appeared to have beem attached to his feryic^ froni 
the year i385t • 

The third volume, which returns to thofe ev^iitg 
tiiat had happened fmce the year 13839 aafl' wjiich^ 
gives a fuller account of them, had been, as I have 
jufl: faid, begun upon in 1390, ai^d was alre;^dy 
finiflied in 1392. The author makes this tp be 
underftood in that part where he fpeaks of the 
conventions entered into by the duke of Britanny 
with the king of France. He fays, that at the lime 
he was finifhing this book, the duke had faithfully 
obferved them, and had not done any thing worthy 
of being noticed. We fliall hereafter witnefsi the 
difobedience of this duke in 1392 } who, having re? 
ceived Peter de Craon at his palace, at the tipie when 
Ke was a ftate criminal, refufed tq obey the orders; 
Charles VI. flent him to give him up. This whole 
volume feems to me to have been compofed with^ 
out interruption ; at leaft, there is a material qpn- 

' 9 neftion 



xlvil 

^^on between feveral chapters at a great diflance 
from each other. 

The interval there is between the third and 

fcurth volumes*, feems to have been caufed more to 

giVe repofe to the reader, than to the hiftorian ; for 

Froiflart, in ending the third, announces the events 

which are to be the materials of the fourth volume. 

I believe, the hiftorian, immediately on completing 

the third, wrote the fifty firft chapters of the fourth 

volume, which clofe with the events of 1392. 

A great number of manufcripts, and black-letter 
editions, which begin the fourth volume after thefe 
fifty chapters, form a very natural prejudice in 
favour of this opinion : befides, from the year 1392, 
when they end, two years pafled in continual nego- 
ciations between the French and Englifli ; during 
which, feveral truces, but of fhort duration, were 
made ; they, however, ended at laft in a peace, or 
truce, for four years. I do not doubt but that 
Froiflart then interrupted his writing; fince that 
was the time when he performed his journey into 
England, where he refided three months. I believe, 
this interval vjras confiderable, becaufe the remain- 
der of the fourth volume, which feems to me to 
have been written without intermiflion, was com* 
pofed, if I miftake not, feveral years after this 
journey; that is to fay, towards the end of the 
fourteenth, or the beginning of the fifteenth 
century. We find in it thofe events which belong 
to the years 1399 and 1400* but nothing that may 
lead us to form any judgment how long a time the 
author employed on this laft part. 
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It IS neceflary to make one general obfervation 
on the fubjeO: of thefe intervals, which I have juft 
been fpeaking- of, and of which I have attempted to 
determine the length. When our Hiftorian finifhed 
one of the parts of the hillory, he, brought it down 
to the time of his writing ; and towards the end he 
related the events as they were pafling : whence it 
happens, as it feems to nie, that there is much con- 
fufion,and not unfrequently omiflions and miftakes^ 
which he has been obliged to correft, or alter, in the 
following parts. It is probably thefe different fup- 
plements which have made him take in many places 
the title not only of " Adtor,'* that is to fay, Author, 
but in addition to it, that of Augmentator, of this 
hiftory ; and made him fay, in other parts of it, " to 
** have undertaken, continued, ai)d wgumented.** 

VI. The Inquiries Froiffm^t made to ''compof^ his 
Hijiory^ and the Pains he took on this Subje^. 

IT has been (hewn with how much pain and 
fatigue Froiflart had vifited feveral of the courts in 
Europe. Admitted within the palaces of the great 
lords, he infmuated himfelf into their confidence to . 
fuch a degree, that they not pnly related to hinn 
many particulars of their own lives, and of thofe 
events which they had a fhare in, or had been eye^ 
witnefTes of; but they difcovered to him fometimes 
the fecret motives of the refolutions which had been 
entered into in the councils of the cabinet, upon the 
mofl important affairs : and he never failed to t^ike 
advantage of *his converfations with thofe whofe in- 
timacy he boafted", and whom he could interrogate 
with greater freedom. 

It 
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It feems that he derived the knowledge of 
roany details relating to tranfaftions in the court of 
Pnnce from the fervants even of the king himfelf, 
and ffom thofe who were near his perfon. 

If, when at courts, or in the other places he 
vifited, he met with any from whom he thought he 
could gain information, more efpecially captains, or 
heraldS) who in thofe times were the mod ufual 
agents in negociations, and in aflfairs of importance ; 
he began a converfation with them, and infenfibly 
led them to fpeak of thofe parts of hiftory of which 
they ought to be beft informed, whether in regard. 
to the country where they were, or to other dr- 
cumftances of their lives : and he never quitted 
them until he had induced them to tell all they 
knew ; the whole of which he immediately fet down 
in writing. 

Not content with colle£ting all thefe valuable au- 
thorities, and comparing very carefully, as he him* 
felf informs us, the intelligence of perfons who had 
been attached to different parties, he fought for 
proo& ilill lefs liable to fufpicion* He confulted 
the treaties which princes had entered into with 
each other, their challenges^ or declarations of war, 
the letters they wrote, and other papers of this 
nature* He exprefsly fays, that he had feen many 
which he does not mention ; particularly thofe of 
the chancery of the king of England ; fome of them 
are tranicribed entire in the courfe of his Hidoiy. 
It appears that he did not infert every thing he 
fbuiid as chance offered, but that he examined the 
articles critically, and laid afide all thofe whofe au- 
thenticity did not feem to him fully proved. 
Vol. I. d YU. What 
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VIL ,lVJ?af End Froijfart propofed to him/elf in 
^ , \^.^lf^^S ^^^ Hijlory ; and what Rides he laid 
down to himfelf in its compofttion* . , , 

• IT may eafily be juj^gd, from the detail of the 
pain3 which Eroiflart'ramfelf'tell& us he- took, that 
he \ya& acquainted with the rules of found criticifm, 
and liie true method which ought to be followed 
ipi writing hiftory. He likewife informs us, that he 
^ had no intention of making a dry Chronicle, 
wbereih fads are fimply related with their dates, and 
ift the order of their occurrence, but that he was 
anisious to write what may be called in. truth 
hiftory, in which the events are prefented with .all 
the circumftances attendant on them. The details 
wJiich lay open thefecret fprings by which mankind 
ad, are precifely thofe which unveil the charafter 
and the very heart of the perfonages which hiftory 
places xui th^^jjage 5 and this was one of the .^eflential • 
;.jia.rt's jof the defTgri wliich Froiffart had propofed ti^^v 
, hinifeif m writing this Iiiftorical work. 

\ Many, paflages throughout the following pages 

•.■..-', . indicate that he had :a natural inclination for.it, and 

.- that he found ihfiflite pleafure in writing it ; but 

': another object:, which does him much more honour,' 

.. greatly ftrengthen^d.this natural tafte : he propofed 

to preferve, for future ages, the memory of thofe 

men who had-m^e'.themfelves renowned by their 

: courage, or by their virtues ; to give to their aftions 

y .. av^lue, which nothii^ can efface, nor alter ; apd, 

by amuling ufefully )iis readers, to give birth tc^ 

I ov. augment in their^earts, the love of glo-ry, by 

the moft. brilliant examples. 
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Trills d?(ir?, v/hich al-,rays an!.mitecj him m hip 
Various inquiries, fupported him daring forty years" 
of labour, ia \vhic!i h? ricith;?r fparcJ attention 'ttttr 
^^UQ, anJ for which hcj fjareJ not exp?ndinj very 
coiiriJ.Tahb funs of nion^y. In nality, nothing- 
ca^ be more pro- ^'- 'l^a i i'\v: i'p .:Ude which IVoiC 
fai"c T)hv' : /iiLiTTiilivbcfor,? th? CTCS of his readers, 
^o inrpirc them with a lov? for war ; that inwluftrjous 
Vig'i lance, always on its guard again fl: furprizes, 
incciff^ntly aflive to furprize others ; th.t adivf'^y, 
'^hich counts us nothin'j pains and fatigue; thatV 
^^rx tempt of death, which elevates the mmd above 
^^^ f jar of dang jr; in (hort, that noble ambitioii 
^^^ich excites to enterpriz'^s of the grcatc»ft peril."' 
X^e pafles in review all the heroes who, during 
^^>^oft a whole centuiy, were produced by two 
w^>rlike nations ; one of which was encouraged by 
f^^^cefles as flattering as they were uninterrupted; 
^^^•<3 the other, irritated by its misfortunes, was 
Wl^^iing exertions to revenge, at any price, its own 
b^^Tipur and that of its king, tnjo great a nuiiiber 
9^ 5iSions, of which many were eminently glorious 
X^ , each party, it was not ppflible but that' fbirie 
V^re tq befound of a quite .different fort. Froif- 
fe-Tt does not take lefs p^ns to paint thefe lift, 
^^ order to raife as much horror at vice, as he 
Wjiflied to. infpire love for virtue ; but, if all thefe 
piftures had been the fr.uits of his own imaginadoft, 
Aey would not have been felt as much as he wifhed 
^hem. In order that their impreffion on the heart 
^d mind fhould be perfefily ftire, and ftrbng, it 
Wa3 iieceflary that their bafis. fhould be founded on 
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the pureft truth, cUfengaged from all flattery^ par- 
tiality:, or mtereft. 

It is this truth which our hiftorian piques himfelf 
OH having fought after with the greateft care. 
However, all I have juft faid is taken from his own 
words, in a number of paffages in his hiftory ; and 
it is on this alone that I depend. It remains to be 
feen if he has as faithfully obferved this law which 
he impofes on himfelf, as he has promifed. But 
before I enter into an examination of this queftion, 
I fliall make fome general obfervations on his 
chronology : I • fhall then fpeak of the firft thirty 
years of his hiftory, which are, properly fpeaking, 
but an introdudion to the forty, and fome years 
which follow them, to the end of the fourteenth 
century. 

VIII. The Chronology ofFroiJfarU 

I OBSERVE in the chronology of Froiffart two 

material defeats, which are the fource of all the 

diforder found in it. The firft, that when he pafles- 

from the hiftory of one country to that of another^ 

' he makes the hiftory which he begins go back to a. 

period anterior to \y^hat he has juft fpoken of, 

without having taken the precaution to inform his 

readers of it. The fecond, which is not lefs con- 

ftderable, is, that he has not fettled in his own. 

miud the manner of counting the years ; he makes 

them fometimes begin the ift of January, at other 

^-c times at Eafter ; and fometimes even at Palm Sunday* 

^^-; Froiffart, does not confine himfelf to date by 

years the events he relates : months, days, houxs ef 
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the day, are often exprefled in his different recitals. 
I remark, with regard to the days, that he only 
begins them when night is completely gone, and 
day-break begins to appear. With regard to the 
hoiurs of ^e day, he makes a divifion of which 
fdme examples, but in a fmall number, are feen in 
our antient authors, and to which he very parti- 
cularly attaches himfelf. He divides them ac- 
cording to the canonical hours of primes tierce^ 
none^ and v^pres ; becaufe, perhaps, he was in the 
■ ecclefiaftical profeffion himfelf. I obferve, that he 
has not any where made ufe of the word fexte : 
^hat he means by prime^ was the morning, the firft 
bour of the day, or the hour which followed next 
^er day-break. Tierce feems to me, to mark the 
''itermediate time between the morning and mid- 
^^y, which he expreffes either by the word mid- 
•d^y, or by that of none. Afterwards comes vSpre^ 
^** ta vSprie : it was, as the word points out, the 
•^^d of the day ; alter which was reckoned mid- 
^ght. Sometimes he adds to thefe words, prime^ 
^^^r^ce^ none, vepres, the epithet of bajij to mark 
^*Uit the time of thefe hours was near clofing; 
^*^d. fometimes the word haute, which, in fome 
*iutance«, appears to have the fame fignification, 
^J^d in others quite the contrary. He ufes this 
^J^Ui^de of fpeech a Paube crevant, to fay, that the 
^^rn of day has but juft begun to fliew itfelf ; au 
fi^^il refconfant, to exprefs the fetting fun ; a la 
^^i^vie, for the time which follows the hour of 
^^<l-day; and i la remontee, which feems to me 
Anonymous to la viprie, for the evening, the time 
^^ ivhich the day approaches to its end« 

d 3 IX. Of 



\w 



IX. Of the Jirfi Thirty Tears which Froyfart his 
treated of at the . Beginning of his Hijiory, after 
John le Bel ; that is tofay^from 1326 to 1356. 

THE firft thirty years of the hifloiy of Froiflak 
are properly but a preliminary, ferving to give the 

reader fome information relative to the wars ' of 

' ■ • . ' , ■■ , ■ • ■ ■ 

which he was afterwards to render an account. He 
defcribes the ftate of France and of Englanct ; and 
fliews the caufe of the quarrel between the two 
crowns, which was the origin of thofe bloody wars 
^ they carried on againft each other. Froiflart cannot 
be reckoned a conteihporaVy writer of thefe firfl 
thirty years; he was not borii, or if he werfe, he 
was in his infancy, or of fuch an age that he could 
not make ai>y great ufe of his reafoh. He therefore 
fqarcely ever mentions thefe thirty years, as an au- 
thor who has feen what he relates ; and, without 
doubt, it muft be to tliis period alone that can* be 
referred what he fays in the commehcenient of his 
hiftory, that he wrote after another who had livfed 
before : it is, as he tells us, " the true Chronicle of 
*' John le Bel, Canon of St. Lambert, of Liege." 
Thefe Chronicles have not been handed dowj^ 'to 
tisj aijd. I cannot difcover any thing more, either 

• • • # • ■ 

concerning the work, or its author, but what F^o'if- 
fart tells ur. He fpeaks of him as of one who iip 
longer exifled ; but he boafts his exafihefs, and the 
pains he took in comparing his Chronicles, and the 
coniiuci able expences he was at oh this fubjedt. He 
reprei'ems him as the favourite and ccnfidant'of 
John- of Hainaiilt, in company with whom he 
might have witiieff^d feveral great eveWs, vvhidh, 

fays 



fays he^ fhall in the end be related ; for the earL 

Who was liea^Iy' related to feveral kings, ,iiad a£ted 

a princ^alpart in many pf thcTe tranfadionsi. '/.k 

■ Froifl^rt, in thefe thirty yeare, which are antenor 

tothe battle of Poitiers, in 1356, enters, more .ifttp 

the detail of the hiftory of the Engliih .than of the 

'French, perhaps from . having followed,", in this 

^^pe£t, his original author, who had taken ^ mqch 

"greater intereflin the iiiftory of England,, from, it^s ',' 

connexions with the count de Hainault, Th^ '. 

certainly is the caufe why thofe jnanuftripts, wljich 

only contain the firft years, of the. Chronicle of- 

Froiffart, are called Chronicles pf England ;. it - 

■■alio has given rife to the. reproach which has been 

made againft him of being the partizaapf England, , 

'and ditfaffefted towards ^France ; <ui acciffation 

'Which I fhall examijie at the end pf .this qriticifm. . 

"I do not'th!nkFroi^artcoiildhave,chQ(eaa better 

.giiidc'for the hiftory of ^e thirty' years, than.the 

' author he fays, he followed. To. judge o^ the ia- 

•^oririiiatipn which, this hiftorianjnight have iiniwn 

from his intimacy with John pf Hainault, we .muft 

' »e<2oIIea the fituadon of this carl at the tioie in 

■ queftion. The queen pf England, Ifabella of France, 

-"hatci fled fropi England with the young p;in(:e qf 

■'■W"ale3, her foq, afterwards Edward lit. io free hei:- 

' '»eJf from- the perfecwtions of the Spenoejs,* ^d.the 

*"»*e^r favourites of her hufband, Edward IJ. 

■"-Clharlesle Bel, king of France, brotlierto thw 

1*^^en, .was forced to order hej; to quit Ijis king- 

*^*^**i, after ,he had affordedher an afyium for fpmp 

*'*tXe. ,Thei«uK 9f .the count de H^inap't, oJF 

"""■- i( ■ t , .' <i.4 '■' ', ' " ''*'hom 
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•whom we are fpeaHing, was the only refuge for the 
mother and fon : not only was this open to them, 
but they raifed there powerful fuccours to carry 
with them to England, and to draw down vengeance 
on their enemies. 

The young prince there met with a virtuous and 
amiable princefs (fhe was one of the daughters of 
the count), who felt for him thofe firft fentiments 
of a natural inclination, which feem to foretell the 
moft durable attachments : he conceived a ftrong 
aflfeftion for her, made her his bride, and after- 
wards (he was placed with him on the throne of 
England, She is the perfon to whom Froiffart 
prefented his Hiftory, 

Froiffart wrote then after an author who was 
himfelf perfonally acquainted with all thefe fa£ts, 
and from the perfons the bell informed ; for it was 
their own hiftory . The writer, who appears to have 
been brought up at the court of the count de Hai- 
nault, was living in the greateft familiarity with 
thofe, in whofe recollection all the circumftances of 
this court, which were then recent, would be frefb, 
and the fafts perfectly well known j and he wrote 
the hiftory of it for queen Philippa, of Hainault, 
who had afted fo principal a part. Never was there 
an hiftorian who had more undeniable witneffes of 
the truth of what he relates ; nevtr was there one, 
in whom greater, confidence could be placed, than 
in Froiffart in this part of his Hiftory. You will, 
Tiowever recol!e£k the faults which M. Lancelot has 
coirefted in feveral articles which concern the 
Hi%ry of England at this period. His criticifni h 
^^v founded 
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founded on the original afts whidh he has had <hi1iki 

'hands, and his authority is unqueftionable. I 'Urge 

"thfe example, becaufe it feems to me 'more proper 

'than any other, to make a truth, important to 

our Hiftory, more ftrongly felt, a truth which h* 

been fo much recommended by authors the mod 

thoroughly converfant with this ftudy : I mean, the* 

^bfolute neceffity of accompanying the perufal of 

iiiftory, with a comparifon of the original adls of 

Ae times. 

Some of them throw light upon parts which are 

defe£kive, while others add to the teftimonies of 

"iftory a degree of authenticity of which they have 

^vit too much need : and it is from this comparifon , 

^J^at the certainty of thefe truths refults as far as in 

^Heir nature they are fufceptible of proof. I (hall 

^eferve what I may have to fay of thofe forty years 

another opportunity, fince Froiflart then wrote 

. cotemporary hiftorian, and as an eye-witnefs^ I 

fay, of every thing which was then paffing in 

^He world. But I (hall (irft examine the different 

judgments which have been p^Sed on this hiftorian, 

5».ci particularly the almoft univerfal reproach 

^Fkich has been made him, of being a violent partis 

ssaxi of the Englifh, and a declared enemy to the 

French. I (hall fpeak of his partiality in other re- 

fp«^, his credulity in certain articles, his exadlnefs 

i^ others, and his mode of writing: I will then 

cj^uttierate the detail of the editions which we have 

^ his Hiftory, and difcufs the merits and faults of 

^^^h of them; I (hall^more efpecially, examine 

whether 
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Dtrhetih^r Sauvage \ivlb more corrupted and falfified 
the text,, in ,hi^ edition, than 'pe has enlightened it. 
In ihort, I (hall give afuiimary account of up- 
wards c^ forty manufcript volumes, m foBo, of this 
sHiftory, wjiich I. have cpUated mth great attention* 
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CRITICISM 

ON THI 

HISTORY OF FROISSART. , 



T HAVE laid before you the view3 vWi tduth 
Froiflart wrote hi$ Chronicles, the care he to6k 

* to be informed of all the events which were to nAke 
parts of them, and the rules he had impofed on lum- 
felf in wriiing them. I fhall at prefent CixaiViinetf he 
has been exad in obferving thefe rules; whatare 
the defers and advantages of his Hiflory ; what is 
the form and ftyle of it. Thence I fliall pafs to the 
nianufcripts and editions we have of it, and to' the 
abridgements and different tranllations which have 
been publifhed, 

Froiflirt is accufed of partiality ; and this acCtUa- 
tion is become fo general, that it feems t6 have ac- 
quired the charafter of notoriety j whofe i!>rivilege 

' is to fuperfede proofs. Frolffart is faid to hav6 fold 
his pen to the Englifh, who paid him a confiderable 
pehfion; and, by a neceflary confequence of hi^ 

••^flfeGtion for them, he is iinfevourable to ' the 
JYehch* 

Bodin, 
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Bodin, Pafquier, Brantome, Sorel, la Popelimere, 
le Laboureur, decide againft him in the moft pofitive 
terms. It feems even that his readers, prejudiced 
by the connexions which Froiffart had with the 
Englifh, may have fome reafon to diftruft every 
thuig he relates to their advantage. In truth, he 
begins by faying, that he had written his Hiftory at 
the foiicitations of Robert de Namur, a near 
relation of queen Philippa, and a vaffal of the 
crown of England, which he ferved as a partizan 
againft France. In another part he informs us, 
that he was of the houfehold of Edward III. the 
molt crticfl enemy of the French j and that his 
iqueen, to wliom he was fecretary, had not only, by 
lier liberality, enabled him to travel into various 
•paits in order to enricih his Hiftory, but that fee 
%ad generoiyfly paid him for his labours in it. 
• In fhort, ^he firft twenty-fix chapters of his 
<3ironicle folely concern the hiftory of England, 
"which has been the reafon why it has been called 
ifhe ** Chronicle of England^* in feveral manufcripts. 
TTfience it has been concluded, that Froiffart, from 
his intimate attachment to the court of England, 
'ttraft be a violent partizan of that nation, and the 
enemy of its enemies. Nothmg more was wanted 
to mzke accounts, the moft innocent, as given by 
any otTier hiftorian, to appear poifonous from his 
pen : but in order to judge if this fufpicion has acty 
foundation, 1 will run over the period of whidh 
he has tranfmitted to us the hiftory, and examine 
fucceilively the different fituations he occupied when 

ho 
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he wrote the various parts of it. Froiflart cannot 

^ fufpeded of partiality during the firft years of 

Ae reign of Edward III. This prince never forgot. 

that his uncle, king Charles le Bel, had given him 

^ afylum in his kingdom j when, with his mother, 

^bella of France, he had efcaped from the perfe- 

cutions of the Spencers, who governed the mind of 

his fether, Edward II. 

The court of France had not any mifunderftand^ 
^ttg with that of England during the reign of 
Gliarles. I pafs over for a moment the forty years 
^^liich follow from 1329, when the fucceffion to the 
cx-^own of France being opened by the death of 
Clliarles le. Bel, the bonds which had united the 
igs of France and England became themfelves 
c fource of divifions, and of the mod murderous 
^^^"^us ; and I come to the times which fucceeded 
tb.c death of queen Philippa in 1369, a period when 
FVroiflart, no longer redding in England, had at- 
t^Lched himfelf to Winceflaus, duke of Brabant. 
XTiis prince, brother to the emperor Charles IV. 
^K^^as, in &&, uncle to Anne of Bohemia, who was 
^^terwards queen of England, by her marriage 
^xrith Richard II. ; but he was alfo in the fame de- 
gree of relationihip to Charles V. of France, the fon 
of hii iifter, and prefiuiring a ftrid neutrality 
V)etween the two rival crowns, he was invited to 
^ coronations of Charles V. and of Charles VI. 
He bbtailied even in the laft of thefe ceremonies the 
pardoa of the count de St. Pol, whom the king's 
council wifhed to put to death for the crime of 
%h treaibn. 

FroilL 
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. , Froiflart, wfid informs us of this circumftanccf, 
^ifh which he muft have been well acquainted, tells 
us another, which clearly fhews, that Winceflaus 
ever preserved the friendfhip of king Charles, as 
vfeil as that of his council. During the time the 
waf- was carrying on with the greateft obftinacy, he 
ofeUined a piffport for the princefs Anne of Bo- 
hemia to^go to England, where Ihe was to marry 
Richard It. Charles and his uncles accompanied 
this favour with the moft obliging letters, adding 
tTial they only gratited it out of friendftiip to him. 
Ffb'iifart had not any intcrefl to write againft France 
during the time he paffed with this prince ; he had, 
flioirtly afterwards, flill leFs, when he v«^as fecretary ' 
to the count de Blois, who crowned a life, com- 
jjletely devoted to the interefts of France, with the 
facrifice of the interefts of his own family. The 
moft trifling marks of ill-will againft France would 
BaVeexpofed him to lofe, not only the good graces' 
of liis mafter, but the fruit of his hiftorical labours, 
t^Mch he had induced him to continue, and whith 
fie ' fo generdufly * recompenfed. The Hiftorian* 
therefore, fearful of reproaches to which hfe might 
be liable for being too good a Frenchman, re- 
proaches very different from thofe which have been 
fiii'ce made him, thinks hirhfelf bound to juftify, in 
the following terms, what he relates of the* in- 
violable attachment of the Bretons to the crown of 
France againft thd Englifh, vol. III. chapter LXIV, 
year 1387. '' Let no one fay I have been cor- 
**'rupted by the favours which the count Guy de 
*^ Blois (who has made me write this Hiftory)- has ■ 

" fliewn 
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** Aewn untp me, and who has fo liberally paid me 

"fcrjt that I am fatis&d^ bccaufe he was nephew 

*/to liie true duke of Britanny, and fo nearly re- 

'lated as fon to count Louis ^de Blois, brotl^er- 

'* german to Charles de Blois, who, as long as he 

"liyed, was duke of Britanny : no, by my trpth,. it 

** IS not fo; for I will not fpeak at all, unlefe it 

"*be»the truth, and go ftra|t, fprward,, fwithout 

*^ praifing one mor^ thaij another: belides, the 

" gallai?,t prince and court, who have mfid!^ me.un- 

" dert^ike this hiftory, had no other wifh than for 

*^ xxxe to fay .what is true.** 

; Sinqe Frpiflart, in all thefe times, which carry us 

alnaoft to the. end (?f his, Chronicle, cannot be 

fulpefti^d of hatred to thp frenchy. nor of aflfefltion 

^o the Englifli ; I return to thofe years I. have 

ott^tted frpm .13,29 to 1369, of wnicl^ he paffed a 

cpiifiderabje pai^t jii;i England, attached to the king 

2^1^, queen,, an4 living in ?, fort of » familiarity with 

Ae young princes, th^ir children : it is in refpeft to 

th^e ye^rs, . ths^t . th^, fufpicion of partiality to the 

Eugii{h xjiay be fuppofed to fubfift with the gr^ateft 

w?e. . It .was difficiijt, in. a cpurt where, every thing 

Veathed hatred, to France, for him tp preferve . that 

l^ed neutrality which the quality of an hiftorian 

iei3Qan^s;,and.not to lean towards the paffions and 

i^tereft^ of. princes to whom he owed his prefent 

fortune, ^nd? , froip whom he expefted more confi* 

derable eftabliflmieiits. , 

^eafoiw might,. be found, to weaken this pre- 
juajce in the fwjeet temper aiid moden^t;on which 
9tteen Piiilippa ever preferved in the midft of all 

thefe 
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thefe wars ;. (he who calmed the fury of her hyjOband* 
at the fiege of Calais, and who obtained, by her in- 
tercefGon, the pardon of the fix generous citizens of 
that town, whom he had condemned to death. I 
might add, that if Froiffan were of the houfehold 
of king Edward, he was alfo of the houfehold of 
king John ; and it feems, he was attached to this 
prince even at the time when he was in England* 

But, without feeking to combat thefe prejudices 
by others, I fhall fimply confult the text of Froif-. 
lart^ which muft, in this refpeft, be the rule for 
our judgment. After having read him with all the 
attention I am capable of, without having remarked 
one fingle trace of the partiality they reproach hiili 
with, I have examined with the utmoft care fome 
principal points, where naturally it ought to have 
been the mod apparent. 

The acceffion of Philip de Valois to the crowa 
had incenfed all England, who adopted the chinae- 
rical pretenfions of Edward III. This was a deli-s 
cate circumftance for an hiftorian ; who, living in 
the midft of a court, and a nation fo ftrongly pre- 
judiced, was determined not to quit the line of duty. 
Now, thefe are the terms in which Froiflart relates 
this event, after having mentioned the deaths of 
the kings, Louis Hutin, Philip le Long, and Charles 
le Bel : *-' The twelve peers and barons of France 
** did not give the realm of France to their fitter, 
** who was queen of England, becaufe they de- 
*^ clared and maintained, and ftill maintain, that 
** the kingdom of France is fo noble, it ought not 

^ to defcend to a female, the queen of Ex^laad, nor 

*• con- 
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" confequently to the king of England, hereMeft 
** fon J for they refolved that the fon cannot claim 
'* any right of fucceffion as coming from his mo- 
*' ther, when the mother herfelf has not any right j 
** fo that, for tliefe rcLifons, the twelve peers and the 
" barons of France unanitnoufly decreed the king- 
" dom of France to my lord Pliilip, nephew to the 
" good king Philip, of France, b!.>fore-mentioned, 
" and took from the queen of England and her fon 
" the right of fucceciiing to tlie la(t king, Charles. 
" Thus, as it appeared to many perfons, did the 
" kingdom of France go out of the ftraijiht line of 
" fucceflion, which occafioned very great wars in 
** cenfequence, &c.** 

This whole paffage prefents nothing but what 
in lift fet the courage and candour of the Iiiftorian 
in the moll favourable light, ihould he even 
have added thefe words, " it appeared to many 
perfons ;" fmce it is not any matter of doubt that 
the fucceflion paSed from the ftraight line to the 
collateral branch. 

Neverthelefs, fome malignant ihteation was 
^^thought to lurk beneath, and die words **took 
^P?' from" having offt-nded feveral readers, they 
have added in the margin a fort of correflioOj 
which I have fecn in two manufcripcs in a 1 
^nioil as antient as the manui 
" They never could ■ 
" riever been in poffi 
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The homage which king Edward III. paid to the 
king of France, hurt exceedingly the delicacy of the 
Englifli: they had difputed for fome time, and 
with great warmth, on the form in which it was to 
be done ; feeking to curtail it of all that was hu- 
miliating to them. As the king of France firmly 
fupported the prerogatives of his crown, he obliged 
Edward to acquit himfelf of this duty according to 
the form praftifed by his predeceflfors, an hifto- 
rian therefore defirous of rendering his narration 
fubfervient to purpofes of flattery . would flightly 
have pafled over this article, Froiflart, how- 
ever, infifts upon it as much as he is able : he 
neither omits the difficulties which the Englifli 
made, nor the authorities which king Philip op- 
pofed to them ; and he accompanies thefe details 
with the original afts the mofl: proper to confirm 
them ; fo that, if the kings of France fhould ever 
have occafion to verify their rights, the depofition 
alone of Froiflart would fumifli an authentic and 
incontefl:able title. 

The Englifli accufe the French of not being very 
fcrupulous in obferving treaties ; and maintain, 
that fir Geoffry de Charni afted by the fecret orders 
of the king of France, when, in contempt of a truce 
which had been made, he attempted to furprize 
Calais in 1349. Rapin embraces this opinion, 
and fupports it by. the tefl:imony of Froiflfart, whom 
he quotes in the margin. I know not from what 
copy, or what manufcript, he has taken his authority; 
but, for my part, I read in all the printed books and 
in all the manufcripts thefe words, which are quite 
contrary to his fentiments : " I believe, that 

GeoSaj 
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** Geoffry de Chami had not fpoken of it to the 

** king of France, for the king would never have 

" advifed him to attempt it,on account of the truce.^* 

The Englifli again impute to Charles V. the in* 

fra&ion of the treaty of Bretigny, which they firft 

broke, if we believe the French. Far from finding 

any thing in Froiflart which favors the imputations 

of the Englifli, I believe that, if the terms in which he 

exprefles himfelf were ftridly examined, they would 

at leaft form a prefumption againft them. I do 

not defpair but that one day a brother academician 

^1 give us all the proofs which a found criticifm, 

and a mature reading of the hiftorical monuments 

of that age, can fumifli on a point of hiftory which 

is of equal confequence to the nation and to truth. 

The Angular combat propofed in 1354 between 

the kings of France and of Epgland, is flill a matter 

of difpute between the hiftorians of the two nations. 

According to the French, the challenge fent in the 

name of king John was not accepted by Edward ; 

whilft the Englifli fay, their king dared the king* of 

France to battle, but that he refufed the combat : 

Proiffart decides formally for the French. " The king 

" of France," fays he, " went after him as far as St; 

" Omer, and fent a meflage to him (the king of Eng- 

" land) by the marflial d'Authain, and by feveral 

** other knights, that he would fight with him, if he 

** pleafed, body to body, or army againft army, on 

" any day that he would name: but the king of Eng- 

^* land refufed the combat, and re-crofled the fea to 

^ England j and the king of France returned ta 

** Paris." 

ea Ta 
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To thefe examples, I could add a great number 
of others wherein he gives much praife, as well to 
the people, as to the lords who fignalized them- 
felves by their attachment to their country, and he 
neither fpares thofe who had declared themfelves 
againft the French, nor thofe who had abandoned 
them in a cowardly manner. In addition to what he 
fays of the fidelity of the Bretons, and of the counts 
de Blois, their legitimate fovereigns, he praifes the 
zeal with which feveral lords in Scotland received the 
French fleet fent in 1385 to aflift them againft the 
Englifli. The earl of Douglas, to whom he ap- 
pears much attached, and in whofe caftle he fpent 
feveral days in his travels into Scotland, feems to be 
of this number. At the fame time he declaims 
againft thofe whofe bad faith, and ingratitude, ren- 
dered this armament fruitlefs. He fpeaks in the 
ftrongcft terms of the prcfumption of the duke of 
Gueldrcs, who dared to declare war againft the 
king of France (Charles VI.) in 1387, and of the 
infolence with which he cxprefled himfelf in his de- 
claration of war. He applauds the juft indignation 
which induced this monarch to march in perfon to 
chaftifc the pride of this petty prince* 

In fliort, of all the nations whom he mentions in 
his hiftory, there are but few whom he has not 
fometimeS marked with odious epithets. Accord*^ 
ing to him, the Portuguefe are paflionate and quar- 
relfome ; the Spaniards envious, haughty, and un- 
cleanly ; the Scots perfidious, and ungrateful j the 
Italians aflaflins, and poifoners ; the Englifli vain- 
boafters;^ contemptuous, and cruel. There is not 
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one trait againft the French : on the contrary, this 
brave nation fupports itfelf, according to Proiflart, 
by the vigour and ftrength of its knighthood, which 
^8 never fo totally overwhelmed by its misfor- 
tunes, as not in the end to find fome marvellous re« 
finirces in its courage. The hiflorian alfo feems to 
have taken a pride in having been born a French- 
man, by telling us, that he owed to this title the 
good reception which a French efquire gave him, 
when he lodged with him at Ortez. 

It is true, that the king of England, and his 
fon the prince of Wales, feem to have been, as long 
as they lived, the heroes of his hiftory ; and that, 
in the recital of feveral battles, he is more occupied 
with them than with the king of France. But, 
where is the Frenchman of candour, who will not 
find himfelf forced to give thefe princes the utmoft 
praife ? Befides, does not our hiflorian render 
juflice to the valour and intrepidity of king Philip de 
Valois, and of king John ? Nothing can furpafs 
the praifes he gives as well to the wifdom as to the 
.ability of king Charles V. ; and, above all, that glo- 
rious teflimony which he makes no difficulty to put 
into the mouth of the king of England : " There 
" never was a king who armed himfelf fo little j and 
^ there never was a king who gave me fo much to 
« do/' 

I thbk I have fully eflablifhed the faft, by the fore- 
going arguments, of Froiifart not being that partial 
hiftorian he has been faid to have been. Neverthelefs, 
I think it will be more fafe to read him with fome 
circumfpe£tioD, and I repeat that we ought, as 

e3 much 
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much as poffible, never to lofe fight of two obje£bi 
which I have particularly endeavoured to point 
out in the preceding pages : I mean to fay, on pne 
hand, the details of his life, his diflferent attachments 
to divers princes and to certain lords, the connexions 
he had, or the friendfliips he contrafted with van* 
ous perfons ; on the other, the fituations in whidi 
he was placed when he wrote his hiftory, what patrts 
of it were undertaken at the felicitation of the cduat 
de Namur, a partifan of the Englifh, and thofe 
which he compofed by the command of the count 
de Blois, a friend to France. 
. For, if we be determined to perfuade ourfelres 
that he ought to be difpofed to favour the Englifh in 
all he relates to the year 1369 ; from the fame rea* 
fon, he ihould lean to the French in all the enfuiag 
years to the conclufion of his chronicle. I muft not 
negleft to mention that his prejudices are fometimes 
vifible when he enters into the minuteft details, as 
we may he convinced by the praifes he gives to the 
piety and other virtues of the count de Eoix, ftrongly 
contrafted by thofe aftions of cruelty he had juft 
before related. But an hiftorian, difengaged from 
all paflion, fhould hold an even balance between the 
different parties ; when to this quality he fhall add, 
that which cannot be refufed to Froifrai;t, I mean, a 
continual anxiety to be informed of every event, 
and of every particular, that may interefl his read- 
ers } he will yet be very far from perfeftion, if with 
thefe acquirements he does not exercife a found cri- 
ticifm, which, in the multitude of difcordant rela-t 
tipns, knows how to feparate every thing that is 

diftant 
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diftant from truth j or his work will otherwife be 
lefs an hiftory, than a heap of fables and popular 
rumours. 

Notwithftanding all Froiffart tells us of the care 

he took to hear both fides, and to compare their 

different accounts with each other, often with the 

original pieces, I think he may be accufed of fome 

Uttle negligence on this head. His manner of life 

flowed him but little leifure to make all the reflec- 

^ns and all the comparifons which inch an exanu'> 

nation would require. In thofe countries whither 

tisadHve curiofity carried him, other attentions oc- 

<^upied his mind. Charged fometimes with fecret 

<^mmiiIions, he endeavoured to infmuate himfelf 

^to the good graces of thofe princes he vifited, by 

<^ompofitions of gallantry, by romances, by poetry j 

^d. the love he ever had for pleafure took fuch pof- 

feflion both of his time and his heart, that his mind 

^^fl have been often turned from the ferious medi- 

toticz>ns of the cabinet, of which naturally it was not 

^^**^ capable. I am not afraid to fey, that his man* 

p^*" of life is to be found in fome fort re-traced even 

V^ tiis chronicles. We fee in them tumultuous meet- 

• 

^^K^ of warriors of all ages, degrees, and countries ; 

fe^Jls} entertainments at inns; converfations after 

ni- J^per, which lafted until a late hour ; where every 

<^^^ was eager to relate what he had leen, or done : 

^^«r which, the travelling hiftorian, before he went 

tc> ted, hafteried to put on paper every thing his 

^^^mory could recoiled. We obferve in them the 

Wftory of events which happened during the courfe 

^f almoft a century, in all the provinces of the 

e 4 king. 



Ixxii 

kingdom, and of all the people in Europe, related 
without order. In a ftnall number of chapters we 
frequently meet with feveral different hiftories, 
begun, interrupted, recommenced, and again broken 
off J and in this confufion the lame things repeated, 
Ibmetimes in order to be corre£l;ed, fometimes to be 
contradicted, or denied, or in other cafes to be 
augmented. 

The hiftorian feems to have carried even to his 
compolition of the chronicle his love of romances, 
and to have imitated the diforder which reigns in 
fuch fort of works ; from which we might fay he 
has affefted even to borrow their ilyle. Thus, for 
example, when he begins a narrative, he frequently 
ufes this expreflion, "Now the tale fays;" and 
when he fpeaks of the death of any one, or of fome 
other melancholy event, he adds, " but amend it 
*• he could not ;" phrafes which are to be met with 
in almoft every page of the romances of the Round 
Table. 

■ However, all I fay of this romantic tafte of Froit 
fart, which he'feems to have preferred in his hiftory, 
applies folely to the ftyle he makes ufe of; for I 
have never once obferved that he attempts to em- ■ 
bellilh it vnth the marvellous. The faults which are 
met with contrary to hiftoricai exaftnefs, arife folely 
from the natural confufion of his mind, the preci- 
pitation with which he wrote, and the ignorance he 
muft neceffaiily have been in refpefting manj things, ■ 
which muft be fuppofed to have efcaped his enquiries. 
What he relates of diftant countries, fuch as Africa, j 
Hungary, Tartary, and, in general, the eaftei 

partsJ 
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parts of the world, is full of the groffeft blunders. 

In Ills time commerce had not formed any connexion 

bet^veen thofe countries and our own : what was 

kno^n of them, was founded on the feith of 

tho£f2 whom accident had carried thither, and who 

. had refided there too fhort a time to gain fufficient 

inft:>xmatTon refpedting the manners, cuftoms, and 

hiftcDry of their inhabitants. But if Froiffart has 

corir^niitted many faults in what he relates to us, the 

gi^^a.teft, without doubt, is to have fpoken at all 

of "Vrhat he could not with any degree of acciuracy 

know. 

-A.11 thefe defefts and imperfeftions do not pre- 
vetxx: his chronicle /rom being confidered as one of 
^ej moft precious monuments of our hiftory ; and 
^^ perufal of it from being as agreeable as inftruc- 
tiir^ to thofe who, not confining themfelves to the 
knci^'t^rledge of general fefts, feek in the details of 
P^>^*^cular events, and of the ufages of that period, 
^o ^lievelope the charafter of mankind, and of the 
which have paffed. 

'roiffart was bom to tranfmit to pofterity a liv- 
i^S piflnre of an age, which preferred the hazard 
of ^vr^r to the folid advantages of peace ; which, 
axrxid the intervals of troubles almoft continually 
^S^^ating it, found relaxation only in the moft tu- 
^"Vi^ltuous pleafures. 

^efides the conflifts of fo many nations which he 

^^^tes, and in which he defcribes divers ufages re- 

fp^^Bng the Ban and Arriere Ban, the attack and 

^^fence of places, fortifications, detachments, fkir- 

tfUfhes, orders of battle, artillery, marine, the 

^^rnour of thofe on foot, and thofe on horfeback ; 

we 
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we find in this hiftory every thing which can excite 
curiofity with regard to nobility and knighthood, 
their challenges, their deadly combats, ^ilts, tour- 
naments, entries of princes ; aifemblies, feafts, balls, 
the dreffes of both fexes ; fo that his chronicle is a 
complete body of the antiquities of the fourteenth 
century, I muft own that thefe details only attradk 
attention from their own fingularity ; they are re- 
lated without ftudy, and without art : it is, in truth, 
^ familiar converfation with a man of underftandf* 
i|ig, who has ieen a great deal, and tells hi3 itory 
well. Neverthelefs, this amiable ftory-teller knQ;ws 
how, at ]dmes, ,and in particular when he fpeaks of 
any grand event, to unite the majefty of hiftory with 
the fimplicity of a tale. Let any one read, among 
other things, the many battles which he has fo ex* 
cellently painted j let him read the recital of the 
famous battle of Poitiers, they will there fee in the 
perfon of the prince of Wales, a hero, far greater 
by the generofity with which he made ufe of his 
vidory, by his attentions to a conquered prince, 
and by the refpedt he always paid him, than by thofe 
efforts of courage which had made him triumph, 
I do not believe there is any thing which can equal 
the fublimity of this morfel of hiftory, nothing 
which can more intereft the heart and elevate the 
mind. Others, of a very different nature, have 
their value in their fimplicity : fuch is the epifode 
of the love of the king of England for the countefs 
of Salift)ury; the tender and affe£bing recital of 
which does not yield to the moft ingenious and 
bfeft-written romances. The hiftorian ibmetimes 
takes a gay tone } as in the chapter whereiii he 

fpeaks 
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fjpeaks of the impatience of the young king Charles 
VI. to receive his new bride ; and in that wherein . 
he relates the jokes which this prince made on his 
Uncle, the duke of B^rry, who, at a time of life not 
well Aiited for love, married a young wife. jj 

The tafte of the author is very vifible in the man^ 
ner in which he treats thefe fubjeds j but as th^i • 
ag^ he lived in knew how to conciliate all thiilgs, 
this tafte did not exclude the ftrain of devotion which- 
nins through the courfe of his work. It is only to • 
be Mriflbed that he had not degraded his religion, by 
a credulity ridiculoufly fuperftitious ; falfe miracles, 
prophecies, enchantments, have nothing in them 
fo abfurd as not to find in him an unbounded and 
bluvd belief. Every one knows tjie tale he tells of 
^^ demon Orthon. It can fcarcely be compre- 
"^*xded how he can conned with chriftianity the 
^^^onple which he draws from the fable of A&eon 
^^ juftify the probability of an adventure of the 
***^^^^e fort, which makes part of another tale. He 
"^-^ befides been reproached with having difhonour-* 
^ hiftory by his too great minutenefs. I agree 
"^^t we readily would have difpenfed with his telUng 
^^^ at what fign thofe lodged of whom he was fpeak- 
^^^, and pointing out the inns where he himfelf 
•^^.fd fometimes taken up his quarters ; but I cannot 
^^tially condemn the love adventures, the feafts, 
^^>^d ceremonies of •which he has left us defcriptions« 
•'^though at times his narrations be not relating tofub- 
i^Qs fufficiently noble, yet he paints fo agreeably an4 
ft> truly the age of whigh he writes the hiftory, that it 

would. 
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would, 1 thmk, be ungrateful to make any com- 
plaints. 

I have inferted fummarily in this criticifm a fketch 
feF the opinions which different authors have given of 
him } and they may be confulted. I will add that 
of an author who knew better than any other the 
full value of a ready and natural genius. 

*' I love," fays Montagne, " hiftorians unaffeded 
"^^ or excellent : the unaffefted, who have not 
** wherewithal to add of their own, and who are 
^* only careful to colled and pick up every thing 
** which falls within their notice, and to put down 
**, every thing without choice and without forting, 
** give us the opportunity of wholly judging of 
*' their truth. Such, for example, is the good 
** Froiffart, who has gone on with his work with 
** fuch a frank fimplicity, that, having committed a 
** fault, he is no way afhamed of avowing it, and 
** correcting it at the place where he is informed of 
** it ; and who tells us the diverfity of rumours 
*' which were current, and the diflFerent accounts 
•' that were told to him. It is hiflory, naked and 
** unadorned j every one may profit from it, accord- 
** ing to the depth of his underflanding." 

I come now to the editions of Froiflart. We 
have three black-letter ones, and two poflerior to 
them : that which I believe to be the oldeft, is by- 
Anthony Verard, at Paris, without a date, three 
volumes in folio. The fecond is printed at Paris, by 
Michael leNoir, the 15th July, 1505, two volumes 
in folio ; in a handfome type. The third is dated 

PariS) 
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Paris, by Galliot du Pr€, 1 530, three volumes In 

folio. The fourth, Lyons, by John de Toumes, 

'559» 1560, 1 56 1, three volumes in folio, revifed 

and correded by Denys Sauvage. The fifth, which 

copies exaftly the fourth, is dated Paris, by Gervais 

Mallotf 1574, three volumes in folio *. 

There is reafon to believe, from the manner in 
which father Long expreffes himfelf on the fubjedt 
of the editions of Froiffart, that there may be others 
in 'Which has been united into one body his chroni- 
^le, with the firft continuation, by an anonymous 
writer, to the year 1498, and with a fecond conti- 
Ji^a^tion to the year 1513. But thefe works have 
nev"er been printed together. This is not the only 
^^ftiake which this learned librarian has made in the 
^^'^^^e article ; as I will fliortly explain, when I fpeak 
^^ ^lefe continuations. He alfo notices an hiftorical 
^''^^^k, printed under this title : " Order of the entry 
^aid happy arrival in the city of Paris of Ifabella 
^^f Bavaria, queen of France, wife of Charles VIw 

^ M. de St. Palaye does not fcem to have known all the 
*'"'i-^ions of FroiiTart. I have three of different dates from 
**^^^fe he mentions. 

ii . A moft fuperb copy on vellum, in four volumes, which 
^^^ginally belonged to the Soubife library, purchafed at the 
*'*X^ of the Bibliotheca^ Parifiana ; printed in black- letter^ 
.^V Guillaume Euftace, at Paris, 15 14. 

^. An edition by IJenys Sauvage, in four volumes, print- 
ed by Michael Sonnius, Paris, 1574. This had belonged to 
^r. Secretary Craggs. 

3. An edition by Denys Sauvage, in four volumes, print- 
ed for Michael dc Roigny, Paris, 1574- This had belonged 
tQ Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
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^ in the year 1389; extra£led from the fourtfi 
•^ book of the hiftory of Froiffart ;** without mark- 
ing either the date, or place of its impreffion. 

I am ignorant whether this be not an old frag-i^ 
ment of Froifl'art which Sauvage had confulted^ 
which had been printed before the black-letter edi- 
tions, and of which I have never been able to gain 
any knowledge. To return to thofe editions I have 
pointed out, I (hall fix principally on that of Sau- 
vage, and endeavour to fhew, at the fame time, 
what opinion fhould be formed of the black-letter 
editions which preceded his. 

If the hiftorian has been accufed of (hewing too 
great a hatred to the French in feveral parts of his 
chronicle, the editor has been equally accufed of 
fliewing too great a partiality for them, by fuppreff- 
jng every thing which might difpleafethem. Perhaps 
this charge is only made in confequence of the firft ; 
and readers, prejudiced on one hand againft Froif- 
fart for having been an enemy to the French, fur- 
prized on the other at not finding any traces of this 
pretended enmity in his hiftory, may have judged, 
without further reafon, that Sauvage had retrench- 
ed, through love for his country, all that the hifto- 
rian had written through hatred to it. The French^ 
with whom Sauvage, according to this mode of 
reafoning, ought to have found favour, have not 
been lefs hard upon him on another head. Ac- 
cording to feveral, he has altered and disfigured the 
proper names ; he has changed the fimple language 
of the times gf Froiflart, to fubftitute his own j by 
whi.cfi he has more obfcured the hiftory than en- 
lightened 
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Bghtened it, and has only caufed thofe editions 

which were prior to his own to become more fcarce, 

and more dear. We fhall fee whether this be the 

recompence that all the trouble he gave himfelf de- 

fenred : but I ought firft to fpeak of the manner in 

which he laboured at this edition, and the afliftance 

he had, according to the account which he gives 

hiir>felf. 

Sauvage, having firft tranfcribed the printed copy 

of Cialliot du Pre, compared it with the two other 

blacrt-letter editions, when he found the diflference 

betxv^een them fo trifling, that he thought he ought 

tcr cronfider all three but as the fame. He then 

coll sited his text with a printed fragment ft ill more 

anti^nt ; then with the third volume of " La Mer 

^ i^s Hiftoires/' in which Froiflart has been copied 

frorrx the beginning to the 177th chapter; and 

laftl-y, with two abridgements in MS. which he dif- 

tingxiiflies, not being acquainted with the authors, 

by the names of " La Chaux and de Sala,'* who 

had communicated them to him. 

The editor, in acknowledging that thefe abridge- 
tft^nts, or manufcripts, which were fo much da- 
xnaged, that he was frequently obliged to guefs the 
ttieaning, have been at times very ufeful to him, 
gives notice that he did not follow their punduation ; 
^ut, perfuaded there cannot be too great exaftnefs 
^ religioufly preferving the language of antient 
authors, he follows, with a fcrupulous attention, the 
Orthography, the antient words, and antient 
^odes of fpeech, although they were very different 
T I from what they were when the firft copies came 
^ I from thfe hands of Froiffart. He, neverthelefs, 
^ ' avows 
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avows that, without derogating from the refpefib due 
to the antient text, he has thought himfelf juftified 
in making fome changes, but folely, when he has 
been under the indifpenfable neceffity of feeking 
the ai^ of better hiftorians, to give a meaning to paf- 
fages which were in want of it. Even in thefe 
cafes, the only ones in which he has taken the li- 
berty of making any change, he has had the precau- 
tion to place in the margin the original reading, how- 
ever defcftive it might be ; leaving, by thefe means^ 
to the reader the power of judging of the correc- 
tions he had ukkIc. With regard to proper names, 
and the names of places, he has not touched them, 
from the impoffibility of correfting them with fuc- 
cefs. 

The editor addrcflcs the four volumes of Fjoiffarf 
to the conflable de Montmorency, by as many de^ 
dicatory epiflles. He tells us in the firft, and by an 
advertifement to his readers, that the editions be 
had already given of feveral of our hiftorians were 
but preparatory to a general hiftory of the Gauls 
and of the kingdom of France, whiqh he was theik 
employed on. 

Sauvage promifes nothing relative to his edition o 
Froiflart, which he has not faithfully perfom;ied j. 
as we may be convinced, by following the notes^ 
which he added. I do not fay, that he has always^ 
chofen well from the different texts he had under^ 
his eyes ; but, if the corredions he propofes be not:^ 
all equally juft, there are many which offer a clear^ 
and very probable meaning of paffages which, in th^- 
old editions, are a colleftion of words without con- 
nexion, and without fcnfe. With regard to th^ 

language^ 
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Uingiiage^ befides his attention never to change any 
bf the andent words, he accompanies them with an 
Explanation whenever he thinks them not fuffi- 
tiently intelligible. His ie^l in this refpeft is more 
praifeworthy than his intelligence. It is furprifing 
that, after having published feveral of our old au- 
thors, he was not better acquainted with their lah-^ 
guagej and that he fhould add fuch unnatural ex« 
planations and etymologies. 

As the chronology of Froiflart was fometimes 
defeftive, Sauvage has reformed it in thofe places 
^1 which appeared to him mod faulty. He has often 
^1 recalled to the reader's memory diftant paflages, in 
order to reconcile them, or to fhew their contradic- 
tion ; or j in fhort, to demonftrate the connexion of 
Certain ia&s with each other ; but his attempts in 
t^is part are fcarcely worth mentioning. 

Some genealogies, which regard perfon^ of whom 

^ixufiart fpeaks, as well as fome remarks on divers 

pieces, the pofition of which he attempts to fix, by 

^^ating the diflferent names they are called by, fhew 

^at the editor had Hot abfolutely negle£ked thefe 

^^^o (dj}e^i We muft not be furpriaed that fo 

^^any foreign names fhould not always be exaftly 

^^^rred J * befides their having been changed fmce 

^l^at time, we fhould not impute as blame, either to 

*t\e author or editor, the faults of copyifts who 

*^^ve incorlJeftly read tJbem, and who have written 

"^Kem s^ccording to the pronunciation or orthography 

^<^ theur larlguage and age ; for, not only are the 

^Vames read in as many different ways as there are ma^ 

^iiicr^^ but they continaully vary in the fame MS. 

Vol. L f as 



s dlea » f&ey are laKflt vl^ llie eiflf mcAo 
<if resiedyi&g tiasj is to d^or irp F^diflkt isj isnz: 
&l^ isL cofiatiag tbe vanous paflages where di 
£fiBe <Bsmt h fcmiad;; and this is what Satrrage b& 
&mer, ;d2i(i hr ;greater &cunty lis has read ove 
fiwe thftes the t&sA <of tiis authsor ; bowevKr, '^»hel 
he coudd not draw any ad^ameta^ friKn this vepesi&i 
roatifing, he has tt%ad« ^e of affifta&ce url^rerer i 
coiiiid be :lRxmd. He appeairs, in £atd, to hav 
iSaliSed ferj carefslly fhe Knaps and defc i tptions c 
€bcXt comKries ^e Infttman %eaks of, and alfo t 
haxe <>on&'ked their inhabkants. ' We dbCerve, du 
^wheji he netired to Isyxms to give himfelf tip moi 
freely «o ftudy, he vent to reconnoitre an that ndgt 
t)i!>]5irhood the Siield of battle <o^f Brinay, or Brinais 
xvhere the Duke of Boint)on had been defeated i 
1360 by the free companes. The deficription h 
^ves of it 16 very mftrufliye, and fenres to dear n 
the circtimfiances of that event. An epitaph whac 
be had read in a church at Lyons fetres at anothe 
time to prove the fdfity of a date in Frotflart. I 
fliort, there is fcaix:«ly any hiftorian of izEiportanc( 
of i^rhatever country be might be, whom Sauvag 
had not feen, in order the better to cinderfiand hii 
on whom he was employed, and to make him be 
t€r understood by others, and to confirm or to rec 
tify his teftimony. We may count nearly fiort 
anthors whom he dtes in his margins, as well rd£ 
tave to the hiftory of France, as to that of England 
Scotkmd, Fianders, Germany^ Spain, Italy, Hue 
gary, and Turkey. I add, that he confulted tix 
oziganAlads, finoehe fa^s inferred in his am^oladon 
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the ratification of the treaty of Bretigny, fighed by 
the Prince of Wales at Calais, after having tran- 
fcribed with his hand upon a copy from the fan»e 
Prince, collated by a ** Tr^forier. des Chartres/' 

If, then, the edition of Sauvage be ftill very im- 
perfeft^ it has not any defers but what the preced- 
ing editions have in comition with it ; to which, 
however, it is mfinitely fupcrion The editor, well 
verfed in our antiquities and our hiilory, exaft in 
the performance of his duty, aind indefatigable in 
the purfuit of his objeft, proves, by the conftant 
We he makes of the two manufcripts, by the judg- 
Jment he gives of then: infufficiency, and by the re- 
- Igret he expreffes at not being able to meet with 
l>etter, that he has been in greater want of affiftancey 
than of good will^ good fisith, and capacity. 

la his time, manufcripts buried in the libraries of 
ignorant monks^ or in the archives of private per- 
-tcmsj and unknown to their pofleffors, were loft to 
the learned world. Times have fince changed ; 
thankalx) the attention of minifters, who negleft 
nothing for the public good, there is fcarcely a man 
of letters to whom manufcripts of all ages are not 
become a fort of property. Nothing would be 
wanting to the good fortune of this age, if, with 
fttch abundant fuccours, there cottld be found men, 
as laborious as Sauvage, to take advantage qf them ; 
for, I have not a doubt, but that, if he had been able 
to procure accefs to the manufcripts we poffefs, he 
tTOuld have given us* an excellent edition of Froiflart . 
The number of thofe known at this day is fo con^- 
fiderable, that, afttf the Bible and the Fathers, I do 
not believe there is any work of which there hav6 

fa been 



been ib in9ny copies ; ixiach flie^vs die great: efbeeoi 
it has been bdd in diuix^ every s^e. In die fic^gle 
nalioRal lH>rary diere are up wau:ds of thirty volumes 
in foGo, wbkh contain Separately ibme one of die 
fom books imo v^hkfa this Hj&ory is divided. The 
aosjbers 6760^ 8317, *3i8» 8319, 832©, 8324, 
833 i-i^ 8332, 8334, 833s and 36 joined togedicr, 
8334; aiKl ib& numbeis of die oianufcri^ of Col- 
beit, muted with thofe of the nadon, 15, 85, and 
a3 1, include die firft volume. The numbers 832 1^ 
^33^ 8333^ 8337, and 8338, added together widi 
thofe of Coibexty 16, and S6^ compole the fecond 
volume. The numbers 8325^ 8328, 8337, and 
8338, added to thole of Colbert, 87, and 33a, tbe 
third volume. Ihe numbers 8329, 8331, 8341, 
8344, added togedser, and that; of Coll;>ert9 i^, 
compoTe the £3urth volume. 

I Ihould extend this £0ay to too great a length if 
I were to dekzibe the form^ the age, die tides, «the 
omiiSfins, or imperf eftions, and other finguhuideSy 
which diOinguiih thefe manuficripts. bi regard to 
other and nvore eflential differences, I fiiall bj in 
general, that the greaj;er part confiit in trani|)o- 
fidams of Ibme articles, in changes, addidons or 
retrenchments of words, in oniiffions fomedmes con- 
fiderable; abbreviadons of feveral chapters, or 
compieflion of many events into a narrow compafe } 
vague traniitions, ulidels recaf»tuladons of die 
foregcnng chapters; certain modes of phrafeo- 
logy, vsrhich, like formulas, are repeated in every 
page; and ibme interpolations of the copyiftS) 
which^ ferving only to fw^elL out the volume, has» 
been idiefy curtailed by Sau yage in hi& piintBd edi» 
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tfefU I will net qctote any other example than ^he 

paflage, where, fpeaidng <rf^ the affedioD of Edward 

ID» for the Piincefs <^ Hamaulr, whom he maiw 

nedy he fays, ^ a fkie fpark of Ia?e therefore flmck 

^;^' to which the copyift adds thefe wodb^ 

^ ^irflicb Maddme Venus fent hhn by Cupid the 

** god of k)ve^/* However, among thefe fnToIoiis 

additions, there may have been fome of importance 

^hidi k would be proper to fearch for in thofe par^ 

Astt, offer any dfficulty, oT; in diofe articks which 

dexnand a f^^rious dircuin(;in» 

.Aher thde general obfervations, I will &y one 
^it>x'd of the principal fingularities which I have ncv 
^^^ in fome of thefe MSS. Thofe of the nmnbers 
fS :k7, and 15 of Colbert, are remarkable for the 
coxrrediops which have been made on their marg^ls 
ia -the article that mentions Philip de Valois^s ac- 
ce-Oion to the Crown of France. The fame hand 
hsis alfo added to this laft manufcript a note, which 
is ^vrritten on one of the blank leaves prefixed to 
tli^ Chronicle : " Two verfes which the Peers of 
Prance fent to King Edward of England, at the 
time when he difputed the fucceffion to the Crown 
of France. 

♦• Credo Regnomm qui cupls effe duorum 

^ Saccedunt mares huic regno non muliercs.*** 

In 
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To re-cftab]i(h the meafure and the fenfe of the firft 
^*^^ one muft, I think, add the word Rex : regnomm qui 
^^^ cupts effe duorum. And to make Edward feel the np* 
^*^^^tion» one may, inftead of Credo, read Crede, or Credit©^ 

f$ of 
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In number 8318, we read in the fame hj 
writing with the manufcript, that it was givei 
John Duke of Berry the 8 th November, 1407 
William Boifratier, Mafter of Requefts, and C< 
fellor to this Prince. If it be the fame which 
fince been given by M. de Ghandenier to M.^le 
boureur, as this laft believed, it would be rend 
the more precious from this circumftance, that tl 
would be found in it Very confiderable variati 
which he fays he has obferved in this manufc: 
from the printed copies, and more efpecially f 
that of Sauvage; or it would convince us of 
lalfity of this imputation, which appears to me ^ 
fufpicious. 

But as the copy of M. le Laboureur, as he I 
felf informs us, contained miniatures reprefen 
the principal events of the Hiftory, and as the 
which Boifratier prefented to the Duke of B< 
does not contain any, it is certain that it canno 
the fame. Although the miniatures, hesid-pie 
capital letters illuminated and emboffed with g 
in the MS.. 8319, be of great beauty ; it muft, 
verthelefs, yield in this refpeft to number 8;: 
from which much may be learnt regarding wai 
cuftoms, ceremonies, dreffes, and other point! 
antiquity. The Reverend Father Montfaucon 
It^ken from them the prints of the entry gf Qi 



of which Credo is perhaps an abbreviation. With re 
|:o the fecond, the number of fyllables is preferved whic 
Jiexaraeter verfe requires ; and that (hoi^Id be fufficient 
fo quarrel with \hc meafuref St. Pal 

Ifal 



fi2befliai of Prance, and fbt arreft cf Ae Ek»g of 
Navarre, which he has kdferted in Ma *^ BfooMhr 
•* Mente Praa^oisJ^ NafirithflandiDg tidm 1 bo- 
fe^pe, thatt in thefe mmatnres^ whkb aie aol, at 
the* moft^ earfier dooa the middle of die iSfieenth 
centary, the painter has cottfounded the dreflfes rf 
his own age with dio£e of the times of which he 
^''a* painting the hiftory^ 

We fee at the bepnning of lleTeral MSSL the 

^tiior teprefen:^d diffearentljr drefleii fometunes as 

^ cranon, with his. furplice and aumt^"^ ; fbflcfee<- 

^^*^e5 in a pnrple robe, prefenting- his work to rfie 

•Kx^g of Prance, or to foine odier Pffincej, feated on 

bt^ tKrt)ne, and crowned. The Kang of Engfand 

^ Icnown by bis robe embroidered with leopards in 

"^^^ ninnber 8331-1?, and the Qneen of Engtand in 

^^^^ mber 1 5 of Colbert^'s coUeftions;. 

TTie moft antient of all the mannfcripts of die 

"•^"^ volume are the nmnbers 8318 and 8331 •«> 

^'^"^^lich appear to me to be of the end of the fbtn> 

^^^^nth century : and though many things are defi- 

^^«it in each of them, their antiquity otrght to g^e 

^t>.em the preference,^ My opinion is the fame re- 

^^iefting the MS. number 8333, beihg the moft an- 

'•^ent of the fecond volume; though it does not 

iJeem to me to have been written earlier than the 

^l[uddle of the fifteenth century. The number 83 a i 

i^ a continuation of number 8320 ; there are fewer 

* AumafTe ts a fort of bracelet of fur, which canons wear 
on their arms, when drefied* I cannot find any £lngli(h 
\j which to tranflate it. 

f 4 miniatures. 
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miniatures, but they are equally beautiful ; which is 
the only merit the number poffeffes j for otherwife 
it is, properly fpeaking, but an extraft of Froiflart, 
and frequently many chapters are omitted together.. 

Number 1 6, which is the lame writing as num-? 
her 15, of which it is a continuation, contains, be? 
fides the fecpnd volume, a part of the third, as far 
as thefe words of the 44th chapter, page 1 5 1 of the 
edition of Sauvage : ** Thus was broken off the 
** expedition by fea at this timejl? to which it 
adds, ^' which coft the kingdom of France C. M* 
** francs, thirty times counted.** 

No. 8330 has for title, ^* The third volume of 
*' the Chronicles of Froiflart ;** although it conn 
pins but the fecond. By a fimilar miflake we read, at 
the end of number 8325, which concludes the third 
volume, *' here ends the fecond volume of the 
" Chronicles of Froiffart/* This MS. which is 
but of the middle pf the fifteenth century, is that 
in which the language of old times is the moft pre- 
ferved : perhaps it has been copied from fome other 
more antient than thofe which we poffefs. There 
are at the end fome circumftances concerning Froif- 
fart, which are alfo in the MSS. 8328 and 232, an4 
which are not in the printed copies. It is chiefly 
the antiquity of the ftyle, which makes me confider 
^he MS. 8329, although fcarce earlier than the 
end of the fifteenth century, as the beft we have for 
the fourth volume. We find in it, as in the num-. 
bers 8331, 8341, 42, and 17, two important addi- 
tions. The firft is the preface, which I have no* 
ticed in the life of Froiflart : the fecond terminates 

the 



I 

ixxxix 

jtlje whole qf his Chronicle, when the author, tOr 
wards tlje end, fpeaking of the 4^ath of Richard, 
fay^that he would not enter into any detail of it^. 
frpm want of having fufficient information. The 
addition is a fort of letter, true of falfe, wjiich. 
is addrefled to him, and by which he is in-, 
formed of all the particiflars; fuch as bad beeQ 
written by a man worthy of belief, who \jras then la- 
England. The manner in which this fa^ is related 
has not been forgotten by the Englifh hiftorians^ 
who have pientioned the different rumours whiclj 
had gone abroad on thi$ fubjeA, 

Nnmber 1 7 feems to have been written by the 
&me hand as 1 5 and 1 6, and thefe three added to 
fhe MS. of the third book, ^hich }s wanting, per-^ 
l^aps made, the work, complete. 

Under the number 1 69 of the Coiflin library, at 
prefent in that of St. Qermain-des-Prez, are com- 
pJ'ehended four volumes, three of which are of the 
^^me hand-writing ; that is to fay, of the middle of 
the fifteenth century, containing the firft, the third, 
^iid laft book of FroiflTart. The fourth, which is of 
the fame writing, but more beautiful, is another 
*^opy of the lafi book, with the addition which I 
Mave juft mentioned, concerning thedeath of Richard^ 
M.Mahudel has communicated to me a MS. of the 
M'Sginning of the fifteenth century, without a title, and 
^hdch may have been fuppofed to have been writtda 
*^y Froiffart j but it i? only a very fucdnfl: abridge- 
?^«it, in which has been preferved, as much as 
Poffible, the original te?t of the hiftoriaii to the end 
*>f the fir|l volume, whete the abridgement, ceafes. 

It 



It is divided into fix books, of which the two foHk 
end with thefe words: ^ Here end* the firft 
•*- (the fecond) book of this fecoad volume of the 
** Chronicles erf England, and confequentty the 
** ferenth (the eighth) of the four volumes par-- 
^ ciauix.*' We read alfo at the end of the fixth^ 
^ Here ends the fecond volume of theChrani". 
^ cfes of England/' 

This MS. probably made part of four vohtmes 
of a compilation of a Hiftory of England, divided 
each hito fix books; fuch nearly as our. Chronicles! 
of St. Denys. The firft volume would have con^ 
lad^ned events anterior to Froifiart f and as the fe- 
cond, which we have, includes an abridgement o£ 
his firft volume, we may prefume that the two. foU 
lowing would, in like manner, . have contained that 
of the three other volumes, and perhaps alio the 
hiftory of the timel pofterior to thenu 

This abridgement, however, is the fame with 
that of La Chaux, which Sauvage has made ufe of j 
I difcorer the marks by which he has- pointed it 
out, with the exception of the firft leaf, which may 
have been loft fince that time. 

To this great number of MSSr others muft be 
added, which contain only very ftiort abridgements 
of the Chronicle of Froiffart ; and which are to be 
found in the national library, among the MSS. of 
the Colbert coHe6Bon» Such are the numbers 169^ 
including part of the firft and fecond volumes 
d:>ridged; 258, nearly conformable to the fore^ 
going : excepting where they have added at the 
end four pages, containing ^^ The tsnor of thi 

" Letter 
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*^ Letters of alliance of France with Scotland" ia 

1379, with the names of thofe lords, as well Scots 

as French, who figned the treaty ; and 2444, which 

comprehends die abridgement of the four volumes. 

This is preceded by a preface, wherein the abbre- 

viator haying faid he fliould follow Froiffart ** chap- 

*^ ter by chapter,^' adds, ** and becaufe this fame 

*'* Mafter John FroilTart has not made an Index to 

^ his firft book ; and by means of the Index to a 

** book we may, at one glance, fee thofe parts 

^ which we may be defirous to read ; I have re* 

** folved to divide this firft book into one hundre4 

** and twenty-feven chapters," 

We fee nothing in thefe MSS. which either 
^ftablifhes the pretended enmity of Froiffart againft 
tlxe French, nor which juftifies the accufatioa 
t>ix)ught againft Sauvage of havine altered the text 
of his hiftorian. But a magnificent MS. at Breilaw 
fumiflies, according to fome writers, an inconteft- 
5j)le proof of it. The learned world, fay they, be- 
Keve they have an entire Froiffart; it has been 
grofsly deceived by Sauvage, who has not preferved 
the tenth part of it in his edition. We may reply 
to this charge: ift. That Sauvage will be always 
exempt from reproach, fince he has given us the 
text of Froiffart, fuch as he had feen it in the known 
copies of his time, adly. That the defcription 
they give us of the miniatures of this MS. of Bref- 
law, makes us believe that it cannot be much older 
dian towards the end of the fifteenth century j and 
that confequently, it is but of very moderate au- 
thority. In fhort, after the agreement of fo many 

other 
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other MSS. of which many even have been writfiai 
in England, or deftined for that country, fince the 
author is reprefented as oflFering his book to the 
King and Queen of England, it will not be eafy to- 
perfoade the world that the fingle MS» of Breflaw 
contains alone fuch very confiderable cKfferences* 
At leaft it becomes prudent to fufpend our judg- 
ment, until they Ihall have pubUfted the MS. itfelf, 
or fome of thofe pafiages which are f^id to have 
been retrenched. We cannot too eagerly prefs the 
pofiefiors of it to allow the public to partkip^tte c^ a 
treafur^ fo infinitely precious to the lovers of bif- 
tory. If, hitherto, we have been in error, we will 
ehei^ful!y turn back ; and there is not a man oF 
fettei^ poffejffing fenfe, who laying a(i(fe all natidnf^ 
intereft, would not ardently defire to have the 
Chronicles of Froiflart, fuch as they came from tha 
hands of the author. Many MSS. of Froil&rt 2i^ 
to be found in the libraries of foreigp couittries» 
There is one in the library of the cathedral of Tour- 
nay, according to the report of feveral Flemiik 
librarians * j three in England, according to the ca« 
talogue of MSS. in that kingdoih ; which alfo men-* 
tbns fome manufcript notes collected by Mr. Afh** 
mole ; and others again, which may be feen in the 
new Catalogue of MSS. by Father Montfaucon. 



^ M. de St. P;ilaye is ignorant how rich tbis ccMintry ia 
in MSS. of Frolffart. There are niany magnificent ones iii 
th^ Britifh Mufeum*, at Oxford, Cambridge, and in other 
public and private libraries. I b4vc in my library not left 
than fix y bat not one is a complete hiftory. 

Befide 
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Befide the r.ntient abridgements of Froiflart, 
Sleiden, full of admiration for this hiftorian, and 
anxious that the advantages which may be derived 
^mhim Ihould be common to all ages and nations, 
trade in 1537 a Latin abridgement, which was af- 
tenwirds tranflated into French and Englifli by P. 
Colin, in 4to. London, 1608. 

In a preface, or epiftle, which precedes the Larin 
edition, the author recommends the ftudy of the 
Hiftory of France above all others, and particularlf 
that of Froiflart, whofe candour he praifes, and 
whom he only finds fault with for being fometimes 
too minute in his military details, and in his con- 
verfations with princes. Foreigners accufe Sleidan 
of m)t having compofed this abridgement with the 
<fifintereftedne& and fidelity to have been ex- 
peded from a man of fb great a reputation, and of 
"wifliing to £ivour the French too much, as well as of 
paffing over the moft brilliant adlions of the Eng- 
lifli, where he quits the fenfe of his author, in 
writing otherwife than Froiflart had done : this bft 
reproach does not feem to me well founded. With 
regard to omilfions, he has taken that liberty which 
an abbreviator ought to be allowed, to employ him- 
felf chiefly in extrading what he thinks fuitable for 
bis purpofe; and it is but reafonable to allow 
that Sleidan, who at the time was living in France 
with Freochmen, may, without any want of can- 
dour, have attached himfelf principally to thofe 
fa/Qs which concerned them. It will not be fo 
cafy to juftify Belleforet, who, giving a French 
■• abridge- 



abridgement of Froiffart^ has contented hinrfetf 
with tranflating Steidan literallyj without ever merh' , 
tioning the author whom he tranflated* 

I'he Englifh, whom the reading of Froilferf in-:^^, 
terefts in fo particular a manner j have in their lai>-^a« 
guage a tranflation of the Chronicles of Froiflarti^a 
compofed by fir John Bourchier, lord Bemers, 1)"-=-^ 
order of King Henry VIII. and printed towards th^^ 
end of his reign. There is alfo one in Flemifl^S. 
printed by Guerrit Vander Loo, in folio ; witho»zit 
counting that in the fame tongue which Voffi^js 
had feen in manufcript. 

I Ihall not fay any thmg of thefe tranflations, TLot 
having met with either. That of Bourchier is, they 
fay, more correft than the French editions, in re- 
gard to proper names * ; this muft, however, be 
underftood to mean Englifh names. The Flemilli 
tranflation muft have the fame advantage with re* 
gard to the proper names of perfons and places in 
Flanders. They may both be of great utility to any 
future Editor who may wifli to give a good editioft 
of Froiflart* 



• I am lorry that 1 muft contradid M. de St.'Palaye, in ^ 
his opinion of Lord Berhcrs*s tranflatien. Had it been as *^ 
he imagines, I fhould not have attempted to. offer a new s 
tranflation to the public : buty fo far from being^ cotrtSt in 
regard to names, he mangles them nearly as much as old j 
Froiflart. I cannot flatter inyfelf with having Aicceeded to 
my own fatisfaftion, although I have taken every poifible 
pains to make it as complete a» the difficulties attending rt 
would admit. > 

Sinc«^ 



Since the tranfladon of this Eflay was firll pxinted^ 
t hare obtained permiiTion to have the Brellaw MS« 
collated. I have as yet recdved only the additions 
to the firfl: volume, which are very extenfive and 
more important, than M* de St. Palaye feems to 
haxe fuppofed. The whole will be publifhed with 
•due fpeed^ in a fiipplementary vokune to die 
Chronicles; and I hope will efie£hially clear up 
^ doubts of Froiflart*s partiality a& an hiftoxian. 

Jane f t« tSog. 
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THE POETRY OF FROISSART, 

BY AN ANONYMOUS WRITER, 

In the Memoiret de PAcademie^ Vol. xiv. f. 219, EsV* 

IJISTORIANS have a great advantage over 
-*• other writers ; for as the principal merit of 
their works depends on their veracity, they are not 
liable to the revolutions or caprices to which other 
produQions are fubjefted, from the arbitrary tafte 
^f diflferent nations and ages, and for this reafon 
M'e tranfmitted with more certainty to poflerity, 

Froiflart, whofe name is defervedjiy celebrated on 
Account of the hiftory he has left us, would fcarcely 
te known from his poetry, if Pafquier had not no- 
ticed the title of a copy of his poems which he had 
S^en in the king's library at Fontainbleau : he may, 
however, have occupied a no leis honourable place 
^mong the poets of his age, than among the hifto-' 
rians } and this is a point, which M. de la Curne de 
Sainte Palaye has undertaken to examine before he 
concludes thf; refearches he has made concerning 
him and his produdions. To confine himfelf 
ftriftly within the limits he has prefented to him- 
felf, he does not undertake to enter into a minute 
detail of all his poetry, which comprehends about 
tliirty thoufand verfesi. 

Vol. L ^ Amo^g 
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Among the poems of confiderable length to 
which Frpiffart has given' the names of Traittez^ 
M. de la Curae has chofen the Paradis (PAmour^ 
and l^Horloge Amoureufe. Among thofe called 
Ditiezjhe has felefted that of the Marguerite ; and 
in the mifcellaneous pieces, as Rondeaus, Ballads, 
Paftorals, Lais^ Virelais^ and Chants Royaux, he 
has taken particular pains to make us acquainted 
with the paftorals and rondeaus, 

THE PARADISii OF LOVE. 

The poet, tormented by the moft violent love, 
falls afleep, and dreams ; and the fubjefl of this 
dream forms the plan of his poem. He finds him- 
felf feated in a beautiful wood, on the banks of a 
rivulet befprinkled with flowers, and furrounded 
by birds, among whom the nightingales form the' 
moft charming concerts. RecoUeding at this mo- 
ment the events of his youth, and the various fuc- 
cefs he had met with in his amours, he utters a vio- 
lent complaint againft the god of love for all the 
misfortunes he had made him fuflfer. Plunged in a 
melancholy not to be alleviated by the fongs of the 
birds, he hears a confufed noife of voices, which 
made him retire behind a bufh — two ladies appear 
as brilliant in charms as in drefs, and having ap- 
proached, want to beat him in revenge for the.in- 
fult he had juft offered to the God of Love, their 
mafter ; their names were Pleafure and Hope. 
Being fomewhat appeafed, they tell him he fhould 
impute his misfortunes to himfelf alone, for that he 
had failed in fubmiflion and perfeverance, which 

X had 
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ted been ftrongly recommended to him, on his en- 
gaging under the ftandard of Love; andyberides^aflure 
him that by thefe means more might have been ob- 
tained by him from the lady of his heart in one hour, 
than he could have imagined or even wifhed. 
Pleafure, after this ufeful advice, fatisfies his curio- 
fity to know what were her functions with the God 
of Love. The principal, (he faid, confifted in fup- 
poiting his power, by the reciprocal charms which 
ihe conferred on two perfons in love with each other, 
whence comes the proverbial faying, no ugly lover 
nor ill favoured miHrefs. He then conjures her by all 
the credit fhe may be fuppofed to have in the Court 
of Love, to exert herfelf that the lady to whom he 
had paid his homage fhould become lefs cruel. 

Hope, into whofe hands Pleafure transfers hini, 
demands if he is not jealous, which fhe calls the 
Curfe of lovers, and promifes to cure him of this 
diforder, provided he would never lofe fight of her. 
At length the two ladies condufl: him by the hand to 
die park where Love refided, and on the road afk 
him for fome ballads and virelais of his compofitipn, 
which they fing with him. 

They meet near a hill doux penfer^ gentil damoU 
feau^ holding two greyhounds in a leafh, who points 
out to them the place where they would find the 
God they are in fearch of. Several hunters, fuch 
as Beaiujemblanty Beau-regardj Franc'voulolr^ Dejir^ 
Souvenir J Bien-befognant^ and others, fcattered over 
different parts with greyhounds, purfuing the chace 
of love, afford opportunities to the new pilgrim to 
inquire if the God had many fuch hunters, who 

g ^ learns 



learns that he had thirty times as many, as well 
counts and dukes, as kings and others. 

When they had advanced farther, they meet a 
large company of beautiful ladies and damfels, with 
handfome youths, all clothed in green, and pre- 
paring to dance ; and on his alking who they were, 
Pieafure names many heroes and heroines of ro- 
mance, all fubjefks oJF the divinity, who dance near 
the paradife of his refidence. At laft they come to 
his pavilion, which is extended under a grove of 
trees, and the poet being prefented, recites a lay, 
fo much to the fatisfaftion of the God, that he pro- 
mifes him his afliftance, and defires the ladies who 
had brought him, to take every care of him, an4 
Ihew him his gardens. 

As they were walking, fingihg, and gatheijing 
flowers, they met, in a handfome mead furrounded 
with rofe-trees, Bel-accueilj who was making a chap'* 
let of flowers, which two young maidens were col-^ 
lefliing for him. The lover inftantly runs to cafb 
himfelf at the feet of his miftrefs ; fpeaks to her of 
his paflion with tranfports, intermixed with trem# 
bling ; tells her of the prayer he had made to Love^ 
and intreats her to foften a little of her rigour, if Ihe 
be defirous that he fliould live« She aiks, with a 
fweet fmile, what he wiflies from her, and as (he 
had recommended him not to exceed the bounds of 
difcretion, he conjures her, that now being alone,. 
(he would allow him to hear fome foft expreflions 
from her mouth, and to condefcend to retain him 
as her humble fervantt^ 

Having 
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Halving obtained thefe favours, he goes away 

w/fA lier, and fings a ballad^ which gains the ap- 

phufG of Pleafure, as well as of his miftrefs : the 

faft 21. 1 fo rewards him with her permiflion to kifs a 

chapl^t of daifies which (he had juft gathered, an4 

whicl:^ (he herfelf kiffes as fhe places it o^ his head. 

He i^ ou, the point of obtaining his utmoft wifties, 

v^er^ (he propofes going to another part of the 

gaxA^n to amufe themfelves; but the joy he feels 

at, tlnis inftant (for it feemed as if Pleafure was 

toweling him) making him ftart, he awakens, and 

then returns thanks to the Gods, who had given 

^^fti a dream fo full of charms, that he had been 

^ ^raxifported into the Paradife of Love. 

If the poem which follows, under the title of 
^^orloge Amonreufe^ is not fo full of fiftions, it is 
'^^t the lefs curious for the information it aflfords usi 
.^'^ating to the hiftory of the arts. 

"While all things concur towards perfe£Hon, and 

* learned fociety, under the eyes of different en- 

fightened minifters of (late^ unite to xhe efforts of 

tb^ mod able artifls, the fruits of the deepeft fpecu- 

fetion, it would become thofe who purfue hiftorical 

refearches, to be animated with a fimilar zeal, and 

at times to turn their views to the fame objeds ; and 

for the utility of the arts, to point out by what 

fteps, and by what means they have rifen to the 

. hdght at which we now fee them; and for the 

honour of thofe who cultivate them to fhew how 

very fer the modems have gone beyond their pre- 

deceffors in this line. 

g 3 Monuments^ 
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Moftuments, fuch as the Horloge Amov^reufe of, 
Froiflart, would form an effential part* of fuch ^ 
plan J for it not only contams a moft circumftantial 
comparifon of eaqh part of a clock, and its move* 
ment, with the (late of a heart in love, and its va-r 
rious agitations ; but among other particulars of 
this comparifon, it informs us of the ancient ftat^ 
of clock-making. We fee, in the firft place, that 
with regard to the movement, and the ftriking 
part, each had but two wheels inftead of four, which 
they have at prefent. Thefe two wheels were fuft 
ficient, but the clocks went only fix or eight hqurs, 
and they were wound up three or four times 2, day. 

Secondly, That the clock marked twenty-four 
hours, beginning with one to twelve, and then re- 
peating the fame a fecond time. 

Thirdly, That the dial went round, and the hour 
was marked by a fixed point, which ferved for a 
hand. 

Fourthly, That inftead of a pendulum, or balance 
wheel, which were not then invented, the clocks, 
had a piece* called foliot^ which bore two fmall 
weights called regules^ whofe ufe was to retard or 
advance the clock, as they were brought more or 
lefs near to the centre of the foliot. 

Befide the differences in the conftruftion of 
clocks, we remark in this poem feveral terms of 
clock-making, which were then ufed, and are now 
no longer current, 

Th^ flower called daify^ which inceflfaxitly turns, 
to the fun, is celebrated in a poem under the title of 



• •• 

cm 



^ Vit de la Marguerite. This flower was formed^ 
according to the poet, from the tears the young 
Heres fhed over the tomb of Cepheus her lover. 
Mercury accidentally led to the fpot of this me- 
tamorphofis, as he was driving his flock to pafliure ; 
furprifed to fee fo beautiful a flower in the month 
of January, when all the others were lifelefs, and de- 
lighted with its brilliancy, he made a chaplet of it, 
and fent it by his meflenger Liris to the fair Heres* 
So rare, a prefeht caufed another change more happy 
than the firft ; the nymph, hitherto cruel, became 
aflFe^onate. The God full of love and gratitude 
for a flower, to which he owed the happinefs of his 
life, determined to wear it ever aft^r as an orna* 
ment to his head. 

This fiftion is written with much delicacy and 
ingenuity ; the purity with which the author pro- 
tefts to love eternaUy this flower, the fubjeft of his* 
poem, is exprefled with too much tendernefs not to 
conceal la real paflion, perhaps, for a lady of a Simi- 
lar name. 

The greater number of Froiflart's pafliorals are 

on the prizes oflfered in diflferent parts of Flanders 

and Picardy, to the faireft ftiepherdefs of the di- 

ftrift, or to the fwain who fliould in fong the beft 

celebrate his love. M. de la Curne 4efignedly fup- 

prefles many details concerning the drefs of that 

age, the various muflcal inftruments ufed in the 

country, and other particulars of the fame fort. He 

likewife paflfes over feveral paftorals, apparently 

more important from their connexion with hifliori"* 

€al events ; fuch as a coining of money \ the ar« 

g 4 rival 
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TiVal of King John of France in England ; the re» 
turn of. the 4uke of Brabant to his country after 
his captivity ; the viSory gained by Charles VI, 
of France at Caffel; the marriage of the duke of 
Berry; the public entry of Queen Ifabella mto_ 
Paris, &c. 

Froiflart has fucceeded better in his piaffcorak^ 
than in any other fpecies of poetry : that fimple aiidL 
ingenuous gaiety, which is the general charafter of 
his mind, he has transfufed wholly into th^ fenti- 
ments and deportment of his lhepherd$ and ihep* 
herdefles. The fubjefts they difcufs, their manner 
of treating them, and their language, are always 
conformable to their ftate and fentiments j a lively- 
joy animates their games and their paftimes, but to. 
render it more ftrils^g, M. de la Cvime thus re- 
lates a part of the fourth pafloral. 

A rich fhepherd balances between the fear of 
lofing the affeftion of his ftiiftrefs, who threatens to. 
leave him if he does not marry her, or the greaj 
wealth his relations promife him to prevent the 
match : he, therefore, confidentially feeks adyice in 
this embaraffment from a (hepherd who ia his 
friend, and wbofe counfels end always with 

Si tu neux avoir ta Bergere, 
Oferois-tu dcmander niieux ! 

Were that lovely maid your bride, 
What could you demand befide } 

At this moment the (hepl^erdefs appears, they ad- 
vance to n>eet her \ and the friend who has bjeen 
confulted.fjiys, 



8'elle vent eftre t'amictte, 
Oferois-tu demander mieus 1 

What compared is earthly gatiit 
Could you her confent obtain i 

The Chepherdefs has two chaplets of flowers} (he 
give^ one to her lover^ who is tranfported with joy $ 
the tr^fro (hepherds then take her by the handt 

£c puis prirent a caroler * 
£c le bergerctte a chanter 
Une chanson moult nouvelette ( 
£t dlfoit en chan^onettct 
Di moi, aufelf fi t'ayt dieXf 
Si je voeil edre t'amiettCf 
Ofcrois-tu demander micox 1 

Sweetly fung the gentle fwains ; 

Sweetly (he feturn'd their drains 

In notes they never hop'd to hear^ 

While thofe foft accents charm'd the ear« 

Tell me^ (hould the Gods provide 

Such a bleding in a bride^ 

What could you wifh on earth befide ? 

The fubjedis of Rondeaus are almoft always um- 
*^Tm# The mod part of Froiflart's fpeak the na^ 
^ Viral fentiments of a lover fometimes well treated ; 
^* other times the reverie : at times gay and happy ; 
^1^ others mdancholy and in defpair. The expref- 
^ons are ever lively, tender and fimple, and per- 
^^£lly p^t the paffion with which his bread is agi* 

t^ted. XJnderoeath are two examples. Th^ firft 

trondeau begins 

Amoursy Amourst qne roul^ de mot faire I 
Sn VQUf. &c.puis .veoir riens de ieor. • . 
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Je ne cofnois nc vous tie votre afaire. 
Amours, amours, &c. 
Lequel vauc lAieux parler, prier ou taire ! 
Dites le moi> vous qui ayez bon eur^ 
Amours, amours, &c. 

Ye Gocis df foft paffioii, w^at do you intend ? 
You're io fickle and frolic, and fond of difguifc j 
tknow not is Cupid my foe or my friend. 
Ye Gods of foft paffion, what do you intend ? 
Whether filence or fpeech my condition will meDd> 
O tell me fome counfellor cunning and wife ! 
Ye Gods of foft paffion, what do you intend ? 

The fecond rondeau : 

De quoi que foit, fe doit renouveller 
Uns jolis coers, le premier jour de May, 
Voire s'il aime, ou s*il penfe a aimer, 
De quoi que foit, &c. 
Pour ce vous veux, Madame, cmayoler * 
En lieu de May, d'un loyal coer que j'ay, 
De quoi que-foit, &c. 

SHE. 

, Whatever betides, I will fummop my fwain 
On the firft day of May his homage to pay ; 
And to know if he's bounds or has broken my chain j ' 
Whatever betides, I will fummon my fwain.; 

r * • , HE. 

Though 1 know your delight is to fport with myp^^ 
And ring the. loud fummons the firft day, of May ; 
Be it known I'm your flave, and your Have will r^« 

inaih 5 ' > * ' 

And you need not inquire if I ftill wear your chaia. 

We may generally fay of the poetry of Froiffart,^ 
that he was, as much wanting in invention for his 

* DojuibBrle May* 

fubjeft^ 
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fubjed, as in imagination for his ornariients* His 

ftyle, lefs copious than loofe, too frequently offers 

a drefome repetition of the fame phrafes and turns 

o{ exprefEon to introduce common thoughts : but 

the fimplicity and freedom of his verfification are 

not always void of grace ; we meet how and then 

with poetical images^ and many lines of verfe of 

a very happy flow. 

Such was the flate of poetry in that age, and 
painting was nearly the fame. Thefe two arts, 
which have almoft always been united, feem to 
have made an uniform progrefs. Painters, on 
their emerging from barbarifm, feizing at firft in 
detail all the fmall objects nature prefented to them,^ 
painted infeds, flowers and birds, with fuch bril- 
liant colours, and drew them with fuch exaftnefs, 
that we at this day admire them among the orna- 
ments of ancient manufcripts. When they attempted 
to reprefent the human figure, they ftudied more 
to render the outline and the detail of hair as mi- 
nute as poflible, than to give expreflion to the coun- 
tenance, or motion to the body. Thefe figures, of 
which vulgar nature fumiflied them ^ith the mo--' 
dels, were thrown together, as by acddfint j without 
feleftion, or tafte in the compofition. * 

Poets, as barren as painters, tiontented them- 
felves with defcriptions fuited to their talents, and 
never left off, until the fubjeft was worn out. They' 
could fcarcely fing any thing but the beauty of fpring,' 
the verdure of the country, the enamelled meadsj" 
the chaunt of (he birds, the cletoifefs of a beautiful' 
fountain, or a rivulet that murmured. Sometimes, 

however. 
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bdwevcr, they told with fimplidty the childiA 
amufements of lovers, their ftniles, their paftimes, 
their palpitations in the joy of an agitated heart $ 
their imagination did not extend further, and they 
were befides incapable of forming any link or con* 
neftion between their ideas. 

William de Lorris, who began the Roman de la 
Rofe^ feigns, that having fallen afleep in an orchard j 
he had feen in a dream allegorical perfonages of 
every virtue and every vice ; that by walking 
through different groves he had heard their con- 
verfatibn, and had even converfed with them him* 
felf. It is not known whether he be the firft in* 
ventor of this fiftion ; but however that may be, 
all the poets, for more than two centuries, en- 
chanted with fo rare an invention, thought they 
could not do better than copy it ; and whenever 
they enriched it with any additional circumftance, 
it was the utmoft effort of their mind. 

It was, therefore, a long time after this period, 
that poets and painters, who had infenfibly and fe* 
parately brought their works to perfeftion, leamt 
to make choice of the grandefl and moft beautiful 
objefts nature prefented to them ; to unite them with 
fome fort of propriety, and having gained greater 
ftrength to view with one glance the whole extent of 
their fubjeQ:, and to form a general plan of it. It 
was then^ that bringing the whole to one point of 
view, they learnt to reduce it to that unity-y without 
which all the works of genius or of art mufl ever 
remain below perfeftion, 

SPECI- 
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SPECIMENS OF FROISSARTS POETRY, 

FROM LES ANNALES POETIQUEI. 

VIRELAI. 

On 4it que j^ay bien mamers 

D'eftre orguilloufete, 
^ien affiert i eftre fiere 

Jeune pucelette. 

Hier matin me levaj 

Droit a la joome^ 
£a an jardinet entraj 

Defius la roufee. 

Je cuiday eftre premiere 

Au clot for I'herbette % 
Mais mon douz amy y erc^ 

Cueillant la flouretce» 
On dk que, &c, &c. 

Un chappelet ly dcmnay 

Fait a la vefpre^ : 
II le prift, bon gr6 Ten iay» 

Puis m'a appelle^ : 

Veuillez ouir ma priere 

Tres-belle et doucette ; 
Un petit plus qui n'affiere 

Vous en eftes durette. 
On dit que, 5cc« &c* 

IMITATED. 

For my lofty looks Pm the talk of the town. 
My pride in my carriage they (ay they can (et | 

But a bridled up head, and a quality &ownt 
Is very becoming a maid Uke me* 
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On yefterday morning I left my repoft, 
As gay as a lark at the dawn of tlie day# 

And went to the bower of the blooming rofe. 
Where it 6ouriihes fair in mygat'den gay. 

little I thought a companion to find. 
Under the bower, or over the lee ; 

But there was my love fo gentle and kindy 
And he was preparing a wreath for me* 

1 gave to my love a chaplet I wove. 

On the evening before by the light of the moon ; 
Which with joy he received, but he fcarcely believ'd 
That I had the goodnefs to grant him the boon. 

*Twixt joy and defpair he put up a prayer. 
And afk*d for my grace with a pitiful plea ; 

•* Put an end to my pain, and your cruel difdain* 
For 'tis hard to be l)orne by a lover like me.^ 

Rondel, 
Reviens; amy ; trop longue eft ta demeure : 
£lle me fait avoir peine et douleur> 
Mon efprit te demande a toute heure« 
Reviens, amy ; trop longue eft ta demeure» 
Car il n'eft nul, fors toi, qui me fequeure, 
Nc fecoura, puifques a ton retour. 
Reviens, amy ; trop longue eft ta demeure : 
£ile me fait avoir peine et doukur. 

Return my friend, ah 1 why this long delay ? 
My poor forfaken heart is forrow's prey j 
My fervent prayers demand you night and day % 
Return my friend, ah ! why this long delay ? 
Nought can relieve me while my love's awayt 
And nothing ever will till here yoii ftay. 
Return my friend, ah ! why this long delay I 
My poor forfaken heart is forrow'5 prey. 

RondeL 
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Rondel. 

On doit le temps ainfi prendre qu'U vicnt : 
Tout dit que pas ne dnre la fortune. 
Un temps fe part, ct puis I'autre revicnt : 
On doit Ic temps ainfi prendre qu'il vient. 
Je me com forte en ce qu'il me fouvient 
Que tons les mois avons nouvelle lune : 
On doit le temps ainfi prendre qu'il vient ; 
Tout dit que pas ne dure la fortune. 

Take Time by the forelock, or givtf it up for ever. 
Dame Fortune, my friend, is as fickle as the wind ; 
And hour follows hour like the current of a river. 
Then meet him and feize him for time is bald behind* 
But my comfort is this, though Fortune's a deceiverf 
That the moon Hill continues to wax and to waXKy 
But mifs an occafion, you may labour in vain ; 
Take Time by the forelock, or he's loft for ever. 

RondeL 

Dc quoi que foit, fc doit renouveller 

Un joli coeur, le premier jour de Mai» &c. 

This and one preceding it have been abready 
quoted in the Memoires de rAcademie. 

Rondel fur un Depart. 

Le corps s'en va, mais le coeur vous demeure ; 

Ti C3 chere dame, adieu jufqu' au retour. 

Trop me fera lointaine me demeure. 

Le corps s'en va, mais le coeur vous demeure ; 

Trcs chere dame adieu, jufqu' au retour. 

Mais doux penfez que j'aurai a toute heure, 

Adoucira grant part de ma douleur, 

Tres chere dame, adieu jufqu' au retciur 

Le corps s'en va, mais le coeur vous demeure. 

My 
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M7 boiy mo^cSy my heart remains with yoa; 

Till I retttnij adieu, enchanting fair ; 

Short as the time will be, my griefs renew. 

My body goes, my heart remains with you 

1 ill I return, adieu, enchanting fair. 

But cheerful hope difplays the welcome view. 

That cheers with raptures gay my fad defpair* 

Adieu, till I return, enchanting fair. 

My limbs depart^ my foul remams with you* 

R&niil en Reponfe. 

Mon doux ami, adieu jufqu' au revoir; 
Qu' amour bientot devers moi vous ramaine ? 
Pour vbus fcrai loyaument mon. devoir. 
Mon douz amr, adieu jufqu' au revoir 
Qu* amour bientot dever^ moi vous remaine. 
Si fouhaiter ponvoit edre veoir, 
Vous me verriea; trente fois Ta femaine : 
Mais poifqu' ainfi il n'ed en mon pouvoir^ 
Mon doux ami, adieu jufqu^ au revoir 
u' amour bientot devus moi vous remaine* 



The Anfwer^ 

Adieu my love, till I return, adieu ! 

Yet ftill with me your conftant image gpes, - 

And keeps my heart to Cupid ever true. 

Adieu my love, till I return, adieu ! 

Still with your lovely form my fancy glows ; 

Could hope your welcome prefence ftill renew. 

We'd meet at mom and noon, and evening clofe. 

But fince our fortune bars the raptVous view. 

Adieu my love, till I return, adieu ! 

For ftill with me, your heavenly inwigc goes. 



SIR 
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'X'HAT the honourable enterprifes, noble advent 
tureSp and deeds of arms, performed in the 
wars between England and France, may be pro- 
perly related, and held in perpetual remembrance 
•*— to the end that brave men taking example from 
them may be encouraged in their well-doing, I fit 
down to record a hiftory deferving great praife : 
but, before I begin, I requeft of the Saviour of 
the world, who from nothing created all things, 
that he will have the goodnefs to infpire me with 
ienfe and found underftanding to perfevere in fuch 
manner that all thofe who fliall read may derive 
pleafure and inftrudion fix>m my work, and that t 
may fall into their good graces. 

It is faid, and with truth, that all towns are built 
of many diflferent ftones, and that all large rivers 
are formed from many fpringsj fo are fciences 
compiled by many learned perfons, and what one 
is ignorant of is known to another : not but that 
every thing is known fooner or later. Now, to 
come to the matter in hand, I will firft beg the 
grace of God and the benign Virgin Mary, from 
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whom all comfort and fuccefs proceed ; and then I 
will lay my foundation on the true Chronicles 
formerly >^^ritten by that revetend, wife, iand dif- 
creet man, John le Bel, canon of St. Lambert's, at 
Liege ; who beftowed great care and diligence on 
them, and continued them, as faithfully as he could, 
to his death, though not without much pains and 
expenfe : but thefe he minded not, being rich and 
powerfuK He was alfo a man of courteous man- 
ners, generous, and a privy counfellor, well be- 
loved by fir John de Hainault ; who is fpoken of 
m thefe books, and not without reafon, for he was 
the chief of many noble enterprifes, and nearly 
related to feveral kings; and by his means the 
above mentioned John le Bel could fee as through 
a perfpedUve the many gallant adions recorded in 
the following flieets. 

The true reafon of my undertaking this book 
was for my amufement, to which I have ever been 
inclined, and for which I have frequented the com- 
pany of many noblemen and gentlemen, as well in 
France as in England and Scotland, and in othel' 
countries, from whofe acquaintance I have always 
requefted accounts of battles and adventures, efpe- 
cially fince the mighty battle of Poitiers, where th"e 
noble king John of France was taken prifoner ; for 
before that rime I was young in years and under- 
ftanding : however, on quitting fchool, I boldly 
undertook to write and relate the wars above men- 
tioned — ^which compilation, fuch as it was, I carried 
to England, and prefented to my lady Philippa of 
Hainault, queen of England, who moft graciouftjr 
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ncjsS.yei it from me, to my great profit. And per- 
lia][^3 as this book is neither fo exactly nor fo well 
written as fuch feats of arras require— for fuch 
deeds demand that each zQior who therein performs 
his part nobly fhould have due praife — ^in order to 
acquit myfelf to all, as in juftice is due, I have un- 
dertaken this prefent work on the ground before 
meixtioned, at the prayer and requeft of my dear 
lord and matter fir Robert de Namur, knight, lord 
of Beaufort, to whom I owe all love and obedience, 
and God give me grace to do always according to 
•^s pleafure. 
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CHAP. I. 

OP TH£ BRAVEST KNIGHTS OF THIS PRESENT 

BOOK. 

nrO encourage all valorous hearts, and to (how 
them honourable examples, I John Froiflart 
will begin to relate, after the documents and p24>er8 
of mafter John le Bel, formerly canon of St. Lam- 
bert's, at Liege, as folbweth : That whereas van* 
ous noble perfonages have frequently fpoken of the 
iftrars betweea France and England without knowing 
any thing of the matter, or being able to affign the 
proper reafons for them ; I having perceived the 
right foundation of the matter, (hall neither add 
nor omit, forget, corrupt, nor abridge my hiftory ; 
but the rather will enlarge it, that I may be able to 
point out and fpeak of each adventure from the 
nativity of the noble king Edward of England, 
who fo potently, reigned, and who was engaged in 
fo many battles and perilpus adventures, and other 
feats of arms and great prowefs, from the year of 
grace 1326, when he was crowned in England. 
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*-^/ CHAP. H. 

P'^^MJI OF TKi; PH£0£C£9SOIIS OF KINO EDWABJ) 

OF EKOLAND. 

9 

"^I-IE better to luiderftand the honourable and 
eventful hiftory of the noble king Edward of 
"^^S^^d, who vaiB crowned in Lopdon on Chrift- 
^**— day, in the year 1326, in the lifetime of the 
^^^^S 2Uid queen liis parents, we mud remaSrk a 
mon opinion of the Engiifli, of which there 
been proofs fince the time of the gallant king 
ur, that between two valiant kings of England 
e is always one weak in mind and body : and 
is apparent in the example of the gallant king 
"Spvard of whom I now fpeak ; for true it is that 
grandfather, called the good king Edward the 
fl, Y/as brave, wife, very enterprifing, and for- 
in war. He v^^s much engaged againd th^ 
ts. He conquer^ them three 'or four time^ 
liout their beil>g able to gain any advantage 
r him, 
^When he died, his fpn by his firft marriage fuc- 
ded to the crown, but not to th^ underftanding 
prowefs of his father, fqr he governed his king- 
^^^^*Tx very unwifely, through the evil counfels of 
hers, the ill confequences of which he afterward 
^ .ered feverely, as you will fee ; for, foon after 
^^^ coronation, Robert Bruce, king of Scotland^ 
^^Vxo had given fo much and fuch frequent trouble 
^^^ king Edward above mentioned, and wiio well 
*^i3Lew his valour, reconquered all Scotland, and 
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took befides the good town of Berwick ♦. He burnt 
and deftroyed great part of. the country, four or 
five.d^ys* march. within the realm, at two different 
dmes : he afterward defeated the king and all the 
barons of England, at a place in Scotland called 
Stirling!, in a pitched battle, when the purfuit 
lafted two days and two nights, and the Idng of 
England, accon[^>anied with a few fbllowerSt fled 
to London. But, : as this is no part of our matter, 
I (hall here leave off*. , 



CHAP. m. 

OF THE RELATIONS OF KING EDWARD THE THIRD. 

IT ING Edward the Second, father of our gallant 
king, had two brothers : one was the Earl 
Marfiial, of a wild and difagreeable temp^ ; die 
other was called Lord Edmund of Kent: he wat 
very wife and affable, and much beloved. 

This king had married the daughter of Philip the 
Fair, king of France, who was one of the greateft 
beauties in the world. He had by this lady two 
fons and two daughters. The elder fon was the 
noble and valiant king Edward, of whom this hit 
tory fpeaks ; the other was called John, and die4 
young. The elder of the two daughters was called 
Iiabella, and was married to the young king, David 



♦ Lnrd Bcrner's tranflation fays, that •* the Scots waa 
«gaine the town of Berwick by treafon.'' 
f The battle of Baaoockburn. 

of 




of Scotland, fon of king Robert Bruce. Thej 

^ere afSanced from their earlieft youth, with the 

^nfeat of the two kingdoms of England and Scot* 

^^9 as a bond to cement the peace. The other 

^^ married to the count Reginald, fubfequently 

^^Med duke of Guelo'erland, who had by this lady 

^o Ions ; one named Reginald, the other Edward, 

^^ afterwards reigned with great power. 



CHAP. IV. 




OCCASION OF THE WARS BETWEEN THB 
KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

TORY tells us, that Philip, kmg of France, 
fumamed the Fair, had three fons, befide his 
tiful daughter Ifabella married to the king of 
and. Thefe three fons were very handfome. 
eldeft, Lewis, king of Navarre, during the life- 
of his father, was called Lewis Hutin ; the fe- 
was named Philip the Great, or the Long ; and 
hird Charles. All thefe were kings of France, 
their father Philip, by legitimate fucceffion, 
after the other, without having by marriage 
male heirs ; yet on the death of the lail king, 
les, the twelve peers and barons of France did 
give the kingdom to Ifabella, the filler, who 
"^^^•^ queen of England, becaufe they laid and 
^J^^intained, and ft ill do infift, that the kingdom of 
^^Jice is fo ndble, that it ought not to go to a 




man; confequently neither to Ifabella, nor to 

her 
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ker fbn t]ie king of Kn^and ; for they hold th^ 
the fon ef a i^omin eannpt.clcam wy right of fw 
cefiion, where that womw fcaa none herfelf. F«j 
Aefe reafons the twelve peers and baroas of FrsyiKji 
unanimQuily gave the kingdom of France to lb< 
lord Philip of Valois, nephew to king PhiUp» WC 
thus put afide the queen of England, who was fift^ 
to Charles, .the late king of France, and her fon 
Thus, as it feemed to many people, the fucceilioi 
went out of the right line, which has been the oc 
cafion of th^ mod deftruftive wars and devaftation 
of countries, as well in France as elfewhere, as yoi 
will learn hereafter ; the real objeft of thi§ hiftor 
being to relate the great enterprifes and deeds o 
arms achieved in thefe wars, for from the time o 
good Charlemagne, king of Prance, never wei^ 
fuch feats performed. 
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CHAP. V. 

HOW EARJL, THOMAS OF LANCASTER, AND tWEN 
TY-TWO OF THE GREATEST NOBLES IN ENG 
LANJ) WERE BEH3SADED. 

iriNG Edward the Second, father to the nobi 
Iving Edward the Third, of whom our hiftor 
fpeaks, governed his kingdom very indiflferentlji 
by the advice of. fir Hugh Spencer, who had bee- 
brought up with him from his youth. 

This fir Hugh had managed matters fo, that hi 
father and himfelf were the great mafters of thi 

realn: 
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mlift^ and wete ambkiotiis ta furpaft aU the o4»r 

gmt barons in Enghnd; for which reafon, aftsp 

the gfQat<iefQait at Stirling, die barona anJ nobte^ 

4nd eien the councii of the king, murmurad much, 

JNuttculavly againft fir Hugh Spencer, to vihooi 

tbe^ iqipated their defeat, on account of his paj% 

tiaii^ to the king of Sootland. The l^arons had 

xnm&y meetings on this matter, to confult vhut laas 

^o t>6 dcme ; • the chief of them waa Hiomas earl of 

^^'^uncafter, uncle to the king. Sir Hugh foon found 

* x^PooW.be neceflfary for him to check them ; «nd 

^^ '^vf^ U> w^l beloved by the king, an4 fo cwu 

"'^''tiaUy in Ihs prefence, that he was fure of gaining 

*>^lief, whatever he faid. He foon took an opporw 

^^**^ity of informing the king, that thefe lorc^ had 

into an alliance againfl him, and that, if he 
not take proper meafiires, they would drive him 
of the kingdom ; and thus operated fo power- 
^^^lly on the king's mind, that his malicious in- 
ions had their full eflfeft. The king caufed all 
lord$ to be arrefted on a certain day when 
-y were met together, and, without delay, ordered 
^*^^ heads of twenty-two of the greateft barons to be 
^^-^^ck off, without afligning any caufe or reafon. 
omas earl of Lancafter fuffered the firft. He 
a difcreet and pious man ; and fmce that time 
ly miracles have been performed at his tomb in 
^^mfret, where he was beheaded. The hatred 
^S^inft fir Hugh Spencer was increafed by this deed, 
P^:rt3cularly that of the queen and of the earl of 
'^^nt, brother. to the king; which when he per- 
^^ived, he fomented fuch a difcord between the 
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ICng Chaf les, her brother, being informed of hef 

coi^ning, fent fome of the greateft lords at that time 

<^csur his perfon to meet her ; among whom were 

fix* IRobert d'Artois, the lord of Crucy, the lord 

^f SuUy, and the lord of Roy, and many others, 

honomably received and conduced her to 

to the king her brother. When the king 

his fifter (whom he had not feen for a 

f^ time) entering his apartment, he rofe to meet 

, and taking her in his arms, kifled her, and iiadd, 

bu are welcome, my fair fifter, with my fine 

>hew, your fon :' then taking one in each hand, 

led them in. The queen, who had no great jof 

Aer heart, except being near her brother, would 

e knelt at his feet two or three times, but the 

g would not fuifer it, and holding her by the 

lit hand, inquired very affe£lionately into her 

inefs and affairs. Her anfwers were prudent 

wife; and fhe related to him all the injuries 

xie to her by fir Hugh Spencer, and alked of him 

ice and afliftanc . 
"When the noble king Charles had heard the 
entations of his fifter, who with many tears had 
he^diftrefs, he faid, * Fair fifter, be appeafed 
'^or, by the faith I owe to God and to St. Denis, 
*^^^U provide a remedy.' The queen then kneeled 
"^^"^^11, in fpite of the king, and faid to him, * My 
^^^J^ lord and brother, I pray God may fecond 
T^^'Uir intentions.* The king then taking her by the 
, conduced her to another apartment, which 
richly furnifhed for her and her young fon Ed- 
^''^^^^^ ; he then left her, and ordered that every thing 

fhould 
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ihould be provided becomixig ^ (bMe «f her fiid 
her Iba from his treafury. 

la a (hort dme afterward Charles aflfemUed 
many great lords and barons of his kingdom, to 
have thdr advice what was mod proper to be done 
ia the bufinefs of his filler, the -qu^n of England^ 
Their advice was, that the queen fiioukl be allowed 
to parcbafe friends and afTiflaiKie in the kiii^om of 
France, and that he (hould appear ignorant of diis 
enterprife, left he fhould incur the enmity of thd 
king of England, and bring a war Aipon his counlty 
-tut that underhand he ihould affift her wirii gold 
and Alver, which are the metals wherewith the k>ve 
of gentlemen and poor foldiers is acquired. 

The kinig acceded to this advice, aa^d icaufed haA 
Cfter to be informed of it by fir Robert d'Artoi% 
who was at that time one of the greateft meia is 
France* « 



CHAP. VII. 



WR HUGH SPENCER CAXTSES THE QUEEN ISAWLI 
TO BE SENT OUT OF FRANCE. 

AT O W let us fpeak a little of this fir Hugh Spenc 
—-When he faw that he had the king of E 
land fo much in his power, that he obje&ed 
nothing he faid or did, he caufed many noUe 
and others to be put to death without law or ju 
but merely becaufe he fufpeded them of ^ 
ill inclined to hinu His pride was adfo beco 
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^^ \ tatibltittUe, ihtt the barons Ivho remained alive in 
, \ £ngla]id, neither could nor would {\xStt it mf 
T^ I longer* They required and entreated that all prt* 
w I vate quarrels ihould be made up ; and fent fecretly 
^ j to Mfonn the queen (who had at this time remained 
^ / ^ Jrans three years), that if ihe could coiled about a 
f/ ^boufimd men at arms, and would come at the head 
^f them herfdf, with her fon, into England, they 

^ouid immediately treat with her, and obey him as 

•6e£r . lawful foYereign •. 

The 



One 



ohn le Bely according to what M. Lancelot fays in 
: his Memoirs rcfpefting Robert d'Artois, has been 
mlftaken in the objedl of Ifabella*s journey to France 

^ ^Xic timeibe went thither. It related to the homage due 

Edward the Second to Charles, King of France. 

^rles had fetzed on parts of Guyenne ; and the Spencers 

J^*^^ ^^^c queen to France to make up the matter with her 

,.|-^ ^^^<r, and alfo to keep her at a diftance, as they knew ihe 

~.^*^^d them. There is a letter in llymer, from king 

j^^^ ^^^"^rd to pope John XXII. dated March 8th, 1324, in 

^ ^^li he fays he has deterqiinedtofend the queen to France 

Y^*^at with her brother. This date is remarkable, be-caiife 
'^ "^art place« the journey of the queen two years tarlicr : 



^cfays the queen of England remained at Paris three 

^. Now it is certain Ihe returned to England the aid 

epcember, 1326; fhe muft therefore have arrived ih 

oein 132^. But Froilfart is miftaken ; — her journey 

pofterior to the expedition againlt Guyenne, which 

^^^d from May, 1324, to the end of September in the fame 

^^^*^ ; ccftifequently her refidence in France and Hainauit 

"^^''^ only about eighteen months. The fame hiftoriaft 

^^ft^ikes the objed of her journey. He fuppofes her folfc 

^^tive for going to France =w«t t» demraind prote^oa from 

the 
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The queen (howed thefe private leitters tha 
bad recdved from England to the king, her broi 
idio replied, ^ God be yoUr help ! your affairs 
profper fo much the better. Take of my fuh 
as many as your friends defire ; I freely give 
confent, and I will order the necefTary fun 
money to be diifaributed among them.' The qi 
had already been very afUve, and what with 
treaties, gifts, and promifes, had gained over n 
great lords, young knights^^ and efquires, who 
engaged to carry her back to England with a g 
power. 



the kiBg» her brother, againil the Spencers ; that her di 
ture was fecret ; and that fhe carried the young prin< 
Wales with her* All the documents which remain | 
this to be groundlefs. 

She left England by the defire of Edward ; fhe fucoe 
in her mi(Iion» and a treaty was concluded the 31 ft of 1 
1325. The Spencers were afraid of fufFering Edward to 
the homage in perfbn, and therefore they perfuaded hu 
give the duchy of Guyenne and county of Ponthieu tc 
prince of Wales ; which was done on the 2d and lOl 
September, 1325. The prince of Wales embarked at D 
the 1 2th of the fame month, to pay the homage, upwan 
fix months after ^e paffage of the queen his mother. 

It is true, that when he arrived at the court of Ch 
the Fair, (he prevailed on him to ftay longer than Edv 
and hb favx>urites wifhed. She exerted herfelf as muc 
poiBbie to procure men and money, which (he Intendc 
employ in forcing the king* her hu(band, from the Ii,^< 
the SpeQcers. For further particulars, which, however 
not feem to me very material to this part of the .hiftn* 
inuft refer to the Memoir itfelC in vol. z* des Menu 
d9 l^Academie des |nfcriptions» &c. . [ ■.. 
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Tixe queen made all her preparations for her ex- 
pedition very fecretly, but riot fo much fo as to 
prereait itis coming to the knowledge of fir Hugh 
Sperxcer, who thought, that his mod prudent plan 
woulci be to win over to his intereft the king of 
Fracicre: for this effeft he fent over* tnifty and 
l^^^^ret: meffengers, laden with gold, filver, and rich 
Jewell; Thefe were diftributed among the iing 
^ llis minifters with fuch effefl, that the king and 
^ <^ouncil were in a fliort time as cold towards the 
^^^ie of Ifabella, as they had before been i^rm. 
/^^ king difconcerted the expedition, and forbade 
^^y perfon, under pain of banifhment, to aid or 
®*ii ft the queen in her projefted return to England. 
. Sir Hugh alfo endeavoured to get the queen 
^^^^ ins and the king's power, and to this effed: 
^^^e the king write an affe6Honate letter to the 
'^^^I^e, entreating him to order the king of France 
^^ Xend him back his wife, as he was anxious 
^ ^quit himfeif towards her before God and 
^^^ world } (ince it was not his fault, that fhe 
^-d left him, for he was all love and good faith to- 
^^X'ds her, fuch as ought to be obferved in mar- 
^^^^e. There were fimilar letters written at the 
^^^i^e time to the cardinals, and many fubtle means 
^^vifed to mfure their fuccefs, which it may not be 
"^ proper here to mention. He fent alfo plenty of 
^^^Id and filver to riiany cardinals and prelates, the 
^^^^eil relations of the pope, and thofe moft in his 
^^vmdls, by able and adroit meffengers, who 
*^^naged the pope in fuch a manner, by their 
P^efents aild addrels, that he wrote to the king of 
YoL. I. C France 
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Prance to fend back Ifabella, queen of England, t(y^ 
her huftand, under pain of excommunications 
Thefe letters were carried to the king of France by=- 
the bifliop of Xaintes, whom the pope fent thitheir 
as his legate. 

The king, on the receipt of them, caufed his 
fifter to be acquainted with their contents (for he 
had held no converfation with her for a long time^ 
and commanded her to leave the kingdom imme- 
diately, or he would m^ke her leave it with (hame.. 



GHAP. VIII. 



THE QtTEEN ISABELLA tEAVES FRANGt ANi>^ 

. GOES TO GERMANY. 

TX7HEN the queen heard this account, flie knew 
not what to fay, or what meafures tx) adopt, 
for the barons had already withdrawn themfelves 
by the king'^s command, and Ihe had no refeurce 
or advifer left but in her dear coufin Robert of 
Artois : and he could only advife and aiEft her ia 
fecret, for, as the king had forbidden it, he could not 
aft otherwife. He well knew, that the queen had 
been driven from England through malice and ill 
will, at which he was much grieved. This was fir 
Robertas opinion; but he durft not fpeak of it to 
the king, for he had heard the king fay and fwear,. 
that whoever fhould Ipeak to him in her behalf 
fliould forfeit his l^d, and be baniflied the king- 
dom. He was' alfo informed, tTiat the king was 

not 
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not a.^ver£e to the feizwre of the perfons of the queen, 

ier Ion £dward, the earl of Kent, and fir Roger 

Mortzimer, and to their being delivered into the 

fland^ of the king of England and fir Hugh Spencen 

He tl:^erefore came in the middle of the night, ta 

^01^ m the queen of the peril (he was in. She was 

thun^cier-ftruck at the information — to which he 

add&^j « I recommend you to fet out for the Empire, 

^"e:ir^ there are many noble lords who may greatly 

^®^ you, particularly William earl of Hainault, 

^^ Inis brother, who are both great lords, and wife 

^^ loyal men, and much dreaded by their enemies/ 

*^lie queen ordered her baggage to be made 

^^^y as fecretly as Ihe could ; and having paid for 

^^»^ thing, fhe quitted Paris, accompanied by her 

^^* ^ the earl of Kent, and all her company, and 

^^^^ the road to Hainault. After fome days Ihe 

^ **^« into the country of Cambray. When Ihe 

^ ^ ^ d ihe was in the territories of the Empire, flie 

more at her eafe, pafled through Cambrefis, 

■^red rOftrevant, in Hainault, and lodged at the 

fe of a poor knight called fir Euftace d* Ambreti- 

t, who received her with great pleafure, and 

-^rtained her in the beft manner he could ; info- 

that afterward the queen of England and her 

invited the knight, his wife , and all his children, 

^Ingland, and advanced their fortunes in different 



^ His fi>n was one of the firft knights of the garter. Sec 
^fbmol^'f HiHory of the Garter. 

Ca The 
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The arrival of the queen in Hainault was fo6: 
known in the houfe of the good earl of Hainaull 
who was then at Valenciennes. Sir John, his brc 
ther, was alfo informed of the hour when fli 
alighted at the houfe of the lord of Ambreticour 
This fir John being at that time very young, an 
panting for glory, like a knight errant mounted h: 
horfe, and, accompanied by a few perfons, fet oi 
from Valenciennes for Ambreticourt, where h 
arrived in the evening, and paid the queen ever 
refpeft and honour. 

The queen was at that time very deje^ked, an 
made a very lamentable complaint to him of all h^ 
griefs ] which affefted fir John fo much, that I 
mixed his tears with hers, and faid, ' Lady, fee hei 
your km'ght., who will not fail to die for yoT 
though every one elfe fhould defert you ; therefo: 
will I do every thing in my power to condudt you ar 
your fon, and to reftore you to your rank in En 
land, by the grace of God, and the affiftance 
your friends in thofe parts ; and I, and all tha 
whom I can influence, will rifle our lives on the a- 
venture, for your fake ; and we will have a ftifficie: 
armed force, if it pleafe God, without fearing ar 
danger from the king of France.* The queen, wl 
was fitting down, and fir John (landing before he 
rofe, and would have cafl: herfelf at his feet, out 
gratitude for the great favour he had juft ofFen 
her; but the gallant fir John, rifing quickly u 
caught her in his arms, and faid, ^ God forbid th 
the queen of England fliould ever do fuch a tliin 
Madam, be of good comfort to yourfelf and cor 

pan 
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pany^ fori will keep my promife — and you fliall 

come and fee my brother, and the countefs his 

^vife^ and all their fine children, who will be rejoiced 

to fee you, for I have heard them fay fo.' The 

queen anfwered, * Sir, I find in you more kindnefs 

^i comfort than in all the world befides, and I 

g^'ve you five hundred thoufand thanks for what you 

Aave faid and oflfered me. If you will keep what 

yo\x have promifed me with fo much courtefy, I and 

^y Ion fhall be for ever bound unto you, and we 

^^11 put the kingdom of England under your 

'^arxagement, as in juftice it ought to be/ 

-^fter this converfation, fir John de Hainault took 
ie^^-v^g for the night, and went to Douay, where he 
^^p^t at the abbey. The next day, after having 
^^^rd mafs and taken fome refrefhment, he re- 
7^^^:""xied to the queen, who received him with great 
i^^'^r. She had finifhed her dinner, and was going 
TOQunt her horfe, when fir John arrived. The 
-^en of England quitted the caflle of Ambreti.. 
:, and, in taking leave of the knight and his 
^-^-cSy, fhe thanked them for their good cheer, adding, 
^*^5it fhe trufted a time would come, when fhe and 
-'^^r fon would not fail to remember their courtefy. 
The queen then fet off, accompanied by fir John, 
*^ord of Beaumont, who with joy and refpeft con- 
.^ufted her to Valenciennes. Many of the citizens 
of the town came out to meet her, and received her 
/With great humility. She was thus introduced to 
\Villiam earl of H^nault, who, as well as the 
countefs, received her very gracioufly. Many great 
feafts were given on this occafion, as no one 

C 3 knew 
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knew better than the countefs how to do the 
honours of her houfe. This earl William had at 
that time four daughters, Margaret, Philippa, Joan, 
and Ifabella: the young king Edward paid more 
court and attention to Philippa than to any of the 
others; the young lady alfo converfed more fre- 
quently with him, and fought his cotnpany oftener 
than any of her (ifters. The queen remained at 
Valenciennes during eight days with the good earl 
and countefs Joan of Valois ; in the mean time the 
queen made every preparation for het departure, 
and fir John wrote very afFeftionate letters imto 
certain knights, and thofe companions in whom he 
put the moft confidence, in Hainault, Brabant, and 
Bohemia, befeeching them, from all the friendfliip 
that was between them, that they would accbm- 
pariy him in fhis expedition to England^ * 

There were great numbers in thefe countries wlio 
were willing to go with liitci 'from Ae love the]^ 
bore him, and many who refufed, notwithflandJng 
his requeft ; and even fir John Wmfelf was tnxxch 
reproved by the earl his brother, and by fcfme of 
his council, becaufe it 'feemed to them that thiis 
enterprife was of much hazard, 6n account df the 
great divifidns and enmities which at that time 
fubfifted ariiong the great barons and cohimons in 
England; 'and alfo becaufe theEnglifh are always 
very jealous of flir^n^ers, which made them dclubt 
whether fir John de HainSttlt and his jdmpaniottsi 
would ever i^turti. But, notWithftanding all their 
blame and all their advice beftoiv^d upon him, thfe 
gallaiit knight wouldtiot dhaiige his purpofe, faying, 

that 
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that he could die but once ; that the time was in the 
will of God ; and that all true knights were bound 
to aid, to the utmoft of their power, all ladies and 
darxxfels driven from their kingdoms comfortlefs and 
fi^rlcm. 



CHAP. IX 

^'^JEfiN ISABELLA ARRIVES IN ENGLAND WITH Bl% 

JOHN DE HAINAULT. 






HUS was fu- John de Hainault flrengthei^ 

and encouraged in his refolution. He eanieQiy 

Teated the Hainaulters to be at Halle, the Bx^f- 

8 at Breda, the Hollanders (of whom he had 

^w) . at Dordrecht, and the Bohemians at Ger- 

Viiidenberg, by a fixed and limited day. The 

een of England took leave of the earl and 

^^untefe, thanking them much for the honour and 

"^^tertainment they had fhown her, and kiffed them 

her departure. The queen, her fon, and fuite, 

oflF, accompanied by fir Jqlm, who with great 

^^^afficulty had obtained his brother's permiflion^ 

' ^^e faid to him, when he took his leave, * My dear 

'^^rd and brother, I am young, and believe that 

^'^^^od has inipired me with a defire of this enterprife 

^or my advancement ; I alfo think and believe for 

certain, that this lady and her fon have been driven 

.tfrbm their kingdom wrongfully and finfuUy^ If 

it is for the honour and glory of God, and of the 

.world, to comfort the afilifted and oppreffed, how 

much more fo is it, to help and fuccour one of 

C 4 • fucb 
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fuch high birth, who is a daughter of a kin^ 
defcen^ed from royal lineage, and to whofe blood 
we ourfelves are related ? I would have preferred 
renouncing every expeflation I have here, and gone 
and ferved my God beyond feas, without ever re- 
turning, rather than that this good lady fhould 
have left us without comfort and aid. If you wiU 
permit rpe to go, and grant me a willing leave, % 
ihall do well, and thereby the better accgmpUi^i 
my purpofe.' 

When the good earl had heard his brother, 2^i4 
perceived the great defire he had for this enterprife, 
and that poffibly it might turn out not only to his 
own honour, but to that of his defcendatnts j he 
faid to him, * Dear brother, God forbid that there 
ihould be any hindrance to your wifti ; therefore I 
give you leave, in the name of God !* He then 
kiffed him, and fqueezed his hand, in fign of great 
aflFedion. 

Sir John fet out, and went that night to Mons» 
in Hainault, where he flept, as did the queen of 
England. — Why lhg.uld I lengthen my flory ?— f 
They travelled in fuch a manner as to s^rriv^ at 
Dordrecht by the time limited for their friends to 
meet them. At that place they provided themfelves 
with veffels of different fizes, and having embarked 
their cavalry, baggage, &c. they fet fail, having 
firft recommended themfelves to the care of the 
Lord. In this expedition there were the following 
knights and lords of Hainault : firft, fir John de 
Hainault, lord of Beaumont, fir Henry d'Antoing, 
fir Michael de Ligne, the lord of Gommegines, 

fir 
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fir Percival de Semeries, fir Robert de BaiUeul, lip 

Sanxen de Bouffoit, the lords of Vertaing, de 

I^ocelles, de Villers, de Hein, de Sars, de Boifiers, 

d*Ambreticourt, de Sermuel, fir Oulphart de 

Guiftelle, and many other knightb and efquires, all 

^ger to ferve their mafter. When they left the 

Aarbour of Dordrecht, the fleet, confidering its 

forcey made a beautiful appearance, from its goo4 

order, and from the weather being clear and tern-* 

perate* They came oppofite to the dykes of HoU 

l^nd the firft tide after tfieir departure. The n^( 

day they caft anchor and furled their fails, intend-? 

'^g to follow the coaft of Zealand, and to land at 

^ port which they had defcried ; but they were 

Prevented by a violent tempeft, which drove them 

^ far out of their courfe, that for two days they 

^^^^ew not where they were. In this God was very 

^^^ei-ciful to them ; for, had they landed at the 

P^^rt they intended, they would have fallen into 

^He hands of their enemies, who, apprifed of thdr 

^^rr^ing, waited for them at that place to put them 

^^ death. At the end of two days the ftorm abated, 

the failors defcrying England, made for it with 

joy, and landed upon the fands, having n&,* 

^n^j- harbour nor fafe port. They remained there 

^^^^e days at a fhort allowance of provifions, whilfi: 

they difembarked their cavalry and landed their 

P^ggage. They were ignorant in what part of • 

^Ugland they were, and whether that part of th? 

tc^untry was friendly to them or not. The fourth 

t day they began their march, putting themfelv€$ 

L Vender the protedion of God and St. George, 

\ having 
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having fuffered much from cold and hunger, va 
addition to their late fears, of which they had not 
yet divefted themfelves. They marched over hill 
and dale until they -came to fome villages ; foon 
afterwards they law a large monaftery of black 
friars, called St. Hamons, where they refrelhed 
themfelves during three days*. 



CHAP. X. ^ 

f HE QUEEN OF ENGLAND BESIEGES HER HUSBAND 

IN THE CITY OF BRISTOL. 

HTHE news of her arrival being fpread abroad, 
foon came to the knowledge of thofe lords by 
whofe advice ihe had returned : they got themfelves 
ready as foon as poffible to join her fon, whom 
they wifhed to have for their fovereign. The firft 
w'ho came was Henry earl of Lancafter, fimamed 
Wryneck, brother to the earl Thomas, who had 
been beheaded, and father of the duke of X'an- 
carter, who makes fo confpicuous a figure in the 
following hiftory. This earl Heniy was attended 
by a great number of men at arms. After him 
came, from diflFerent parts, earls, barons, knights, 
Slid efquires, and with fuch an armed force, that 



• P. Vir. fays that this company landed in the county of 
SuiBTolk, and mentions a village called Orvvel, in which they 
reifrefhed themfelves. The Chronicle of Flanders calls it 
1^orwdlI> and adds, that it is afea-port. Annotations fron^ 
B^nis Sauvage's. Edition. 

they 
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tli€jr HO longer thought they had any thing to ap- 

|>3rtefteild* As they advanced, their forces were ftiU 

^Xsl'eafed ; fo that a council was called to confider 

if they fhould not march direftly to Biiftol, where 

tbe Idng and the two Spencers then were. 

Bnftd was at that time a large town, well ia* 
closed, ^md (itnated on a good port. Its caiftle was 
Very ftrong, and furrounded by the fea. The king 
•totd fir Hugh Spencer the elder, who w^s about 
ft&iety years of age, and fir Hugh Spencer, hi6 
tfba^ the chief governor of the king, and advifer 
feF >all "his evil deeds, Ihut themfelves tip in it. The 
of Arundel, who had married the daughter of 
younger Spencer, was alfo there, as weH 'ts 
*^v>ers fcmghts and efquires^ attending the kitfg's 
ioirjtft. 

^ Jl he que^, witJi afl her company, the lords 6f 
Hainault, aSftl their fuite, took the ihorteft road 
*>«^ that place ; arid in every town through which 
«*^^ pftSed weipe efntertained with every mark of 
™^^^Qion* Their forces were augmenting daily 
*^^til they arrived at Briftol, which they befieged in 
*o«r:rn. The king and the younger Spencer Ihut 
w^^mfelves up in the caftle ; old fir Hugh and the 
^^^^I of Arundel remained in the town. 

"MThen the citizens law the queen's force, and 
"^^ affeaioris of almoft all England on her fide, 
^^^-^^itied at their own perilous fituation, they deter- 
^'^'^^^'^ed in council to furrender the town, on con- 
"^ditxon that their lives and property fliould be fpared. 
*-«ey fent to-ti'eat with the queen on this fubjed ; 

but 
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but neither fhe nor her council would confent to it, 
unlefs fir Hugh Spencer and the earl of Anmdel 
were delivered up to her difcretion, for fbe had 
come purpofely to deftroy them. 

The citizens feeing they had no other means of 
faving the town, their lives, and their fortunes, 
acceded to the queen's terms, and opened their 
gates to her.« She entered the town, s^ccompanied 
by fir John de Hainault, with all her barons, 
knights, ?ind efquires, who took their lodging 
therein ; the others, for want of accommodatjoflt 
remained without* Sir Hugh Spencer and the earl 
of Arundel were delivered to the queen to do with 
them as it {hould pleafe hen Her children wer? 
alio brought to her-^^John and heir two daughters^ 
found th^r^ in the keeping of fir Hugh SpencejTii 
As fhe had not feen them a long time, this gave 
her great joy, as well as to all her party. 

The king and the younger Spencer, fhut up in 
the caftle, were much grieved at what paffed, feeing 
the whole country turned to the queen's partyi 
md to Edward, his elded fon. 



CHAP. XI. 

SIR HUGH SPENCER THE ELDER AND THE EARL 
OF ARUNDEL AR»E ADJUDGED TO DEATH. 

A S foon as the queen and the barons were lodged 

at their eafe, they made their approaches to 

the caftle as near as they could. The queen then 

ordered 



ordered fir Hugh Spencer the elder and the earl of 

Arundel to be brought before her eldeft fon, and 

the barons alTembled, and faid to them, that fhe 

«i&d her fon would fee that law and juftice fhould be 

done unto them according to their deeds. Sir 

Hugh replied, * Ah ! madam, God grant us an 

upright judge and a juft fentence ; and that if we 

cannot have it in this world, we may find it in 

another!' Then rofe up fir Thomas Wager, a 

goo^ knight, wife and courteous, and marihal of 

tbe army : he read, from a paper in his hand, the 

chsi^rges againft them, and then addrefied himfelf 

to 2UI old knight, feated on his right hand to decide 

th^ punifhment due to perfons guilty of fuch 

criizmes. This knight confulted with the other 

haarrons and knights, and reported it as their opinion, 

^ha-t they deferved death for the many horrible crimes 

witli which they had been charged, and which they 

b^Ueved to be clearly proved ; that they ought, 

"^^^nx the diverfity of their crimes, to fufFerin three 

"^^^irent manners : firft, to be drawn on a hurdle 

^^ "^He place of execution, there to be beheaded, 

^^^ afterwards to be hung on a gibbet. Agreeably 

^^ "tl^ fentence they were executed, before the 

^^^1^ of Briftol, in the fight of the king, fir 

^"^Sli Spencer, and all thofe within it. This 

ion took place in Oftober, on St. Denis's 

1326. 
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CHAP. XII. 

THX ICING OF ENGLAND AND SIR HUGH SPENCER 
ARE TAKEN AT SEA AS THEY WERE ENDEA- 
VQURING TO ESCAPE FROM THE CASTLfi OF 
BRISTOL. 

THIS aO: of juftice performed, the king and fir 
Hugh Spencer, feeing themfelves fo dofeI|r 
preffed, and being ignorant whether any fuccQur 
was coming to them, embarked one momi^g, with 
a few followers, in a fmalt boat behind the caftle, 
intending, if poffible, to reach the principality of 
Wales: they were eleven or twelve days in this 
ftnall boat, and, notwithftanding every effort to 
get forward, the winds proved fo contrary, by &e 
will of God, that once or twice a day they were 
driven back within a quarter of a league of the 
caftle whence they fet out. At length fir Henry- 
Beaumont, fon of the vifcount Beaumont of £ng-r 
land, efpying the veffel, embarked with fome o£ 
his companions in a barge, and rowed fo vigorouily 
after it, that the king^s boatmen, unable to efcape^ 
were overtaken. The king and fir Hugh Spencexr 
were brought back to Briftol, and delivered to- the 
queen and her fon as prifoners* Thus ended this: 
bold and gallant enterprife of fir John de Hainault 
and his companions, who, when they embai^fced at 
Dordrecht, amounted to no more than three 
hundred men at arms. By their means queen; 
Ifabella recovered her kingdom and deftroyed her 
enemies, at which the whole nation, except fbme 

few 
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W who were attached to the Spencers, was greatly 
^joiced. 

When the king and fir Hugh Spencer were 
bix)ught to Briftol by fir Menry Beaumont, the king 
Was fent, by the advice of the barons and knights, 
to Berkeley caftle, under a ftrong guard. Many 
attentions were paid to him, and proper people 
tt^ere placed near his perfon, to take every care of 
bixn^ but on no account to fuffer him to pafs the 
l>ouiids of the ftiftle. Sir Hugh Spencer was de- 
K Vexed up to fir Thomas Wager, marfhal of thearmy^ 
The queen and all the army fet out for London, 
"^Hich is the principal city in England. Sir Thomas 
"W^atger caufed fir Hugh Spencer to be faftened on 
the pooreft and fmalleft horfe he could find, clothed 
'^th a tabart, fuch as he was accuftomed to 
^ear. He led him thus in derifion, in the fuite of 
the queen, through all the towns they pafled, 
where he was announced by trumpets and cymbals, 
by way of greater mockery, till they reached He- 
reford, where fhe and her fuite were refpeftfully 
and joyfully received. The feafl of All Saints was 
there celebrated with the grcateft folemnity and 
magnificence, out of affefUon to her fon, and re* 
ped to the noble foreigners that attended him. 



^^^^^^^^^ 



CHAP. XIII. 

SIR HUGH SPENCER JUDGED AND EXECUTED; 

XX7HEN the feaft was over, fir Hugh, who was 

not beloved in thofe parts, was brou^I>t 

before the queen and knights affembted ; 'the 

charges 
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fcharges were read to him — ^to wliich he made hd 
reply ; the barons and knights theii pafled the rol* 
lowing fentence on him : firft, that he fhould b^* 
drawn on a hurdle^ attended by trumpets and cla- 
rions, through all the fireets in the city of Hereford^ 
and then conduced to the market-place, where' 
all the people were aflembled ; at that place he was 
to be bound upon a high fcaffbld, in order that he: 
might be more eafily feen by the people. Firft, 
his private parts were cut ofF^ becaufe he was 
deemed a heretic, atid guilty of unnatural prafltices, 
even with the king, whdfe affedions he had alienated 
from the queen by his wicked fuggeftiohs. His 
private parts were then caft into a lai'ge fire kindled 
clofe to him ; afterwards, his heart was thrown 
into the fame fire, becaufe it had been falfe and 
traitorous, fmce he had by his treafonable counfefs 
fo advifed the king, as to bring fhame and mifchief 
on the land, and had caufed fome of the greatest 
lords to be beheaded, by whom the kingdom ought 
to have been fupported and defended ; and had fc5 
feduced the king, that he could not, nor would not 
fpe the queen, or his eldefl: fon, who wa» to be 
their future fovereign, both of whom had, to pre-^ 
ferve their lives, been forced to quit the kingdom. 
The other parts of fir Hugh thus difpofed ot, his 
head was cut off and fent to London. 

After the execution, the queen and all the lords,^ 
with a great number of common people, fet out for 
London. As they approached it, great crowds 
came out to meet them, and r^eceived both her and 
her fon, s^ well as tbofe who accompanied her, 

with 
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^th great reverence. The citizens prefented hand* 
fome gifts to the queen, as well as to thofe of her 
fuite, where they thought them beft beftowed. 
After fifteen days paffed in feafts and rejoicings, 
die companions of fir John de Hainault were im- 
patient to return home, for they thought they had 
Well performed their duty, and acquired great 
ionour. They took leave of the queen and of the 
nobles of the country, who befought them to tarry 
a little longer, to confider what ought to be done 
Hirk the king, then a prifoner ; but they had fo 
gr^at a defire to return home, that entreaties were 
^f^ ^o avail. When the queen and her council faw 
^hi^y they addrefled themfelves to fir John de 
•^^^iuault, and requefted him to remain only till 
^*^i* Chriftmas, and that he would detain as many 
^\ j[^is followers as poffible. That gallant knight, 
^^'^xng to leave nothing undone that depended on 
™*^^^ ^ courteoufly complied with the queen's requeft. 
^^ detained as many of his companions as he 
^^^"^ ^ ^ ; but fmall was the number, the greater part 
Tmg to flay on any account, which angered him 
^^— :Tl. 

hough the queen and her council faw that no 
eaties could prevail on his companions to ftay, 
^^"^ (hewed them every mark of refpeft. The 
^y*^^^n ordered a- large fum of money to be given 
^^^^^* — for their expences, befides jewels of high 

which fhe prefented to each according to his 

; fo that all were perfeftly fatisfied. She alfo 

to each, in ready money, the value of their 

"Vol. I. D horfes 
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horfes that diey chofe to leave behuid, according to 
their own eftimation, without any demur. 

Sir John and a few of his companions remained 
in England, ;ju:cording to the queen's defire, and 
the Englifh paid to him and his companions all the 
refpefk in their power. 

There was at that time a great number of 
countefTes and other noble ladies and damfeb at- 
tendant on the queen, as well as others who came 
there daily, who were not behind hand in their 
attentions to fir John, thinking the gallant knight 
very deferving of them. 



CHAP, XIV. 

THE CORONATION OF KING EDWARD III* 

TITOST of the followers of fir John de Hainault 
having returned home, the lord of Beaumont 
however remaining, the queen gave leave to many 
of her houfehold, as well as others, to return to 
their country feats, except a few of the nobles, 
whom fhe kept with her as her council, exprefsly 
ordering them to come back at Chriftmas to a great 
tourt, which at that time (he intended to hold* 
They took leave, promifing to be there at the time 
appointed, as well as many others who had notice 
of the feaft. When Chriftmas came, flie held the 
court above mentioned, and it was very fully at- 
tended by all the nobles and prelates of the realm, 
as well as by the principal oiBcers of the chief 

cities 
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^idesand towns. In this afTembly It was deter* 
-mined) that the kingdom could no loiter remain 
^B^out a fovereign^ and that all the z&s of the 
Idngt then in prifon, proceeding from his own will» 
^r the evil counfel of others, and ill government 
of the realm, fliould be dated in writing, and read 
aloud to all the nobles and fages of the country, in 
<»rder that they might take advice, and refolve how, 
and by whom, the country in future fhould be 
rgovemed : and when all the a£b done by the king, 
or having his confent, as well as his condud in 
private life, had been read, the chiefs of the aflem- 
biy confulted together, and agreeing, from their 
own knowledge, that the greater part of what they 
had jufl heard read was true, that fuch a man was 
not worthy to be a king, neither to bear a crown, 
nor the title of king, they unanimoufly refolved, 
that his elder fon and true heir, then prefent, fhould 
be crowned inftead of the father; and that he 
fhould take good and loyal counfel, that the king- 
dom might be henceforward better governed. 
They ordered that his father fhould be kept a pri- 
foner, having every attention paid to his rank, as 
long as he fhould live. All was done, as agreed 
to by the chief nobles of the country and the prin- 
cipal officers of the great towns. 

The young king Edward, fince fo fortunate in 
arms, was crowned with a royal diadem, in the. 
palace of Weflminflcr, on Chriflmas-day, 1326. 
He completed his fixteenth year on the feaft of 
the converfion of St. Paul following. 

Da At 
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At this coronation, fif John de Hainault, and all 
his companions, noble or otherwife, were much 
feafted, and many rich jewels were given to him 
and thofe that ftaid with him. He and his friends 
remained during thefe grand feafts, to the great 
fatisfaftion of the lords and ladies that were there, 
until Twelfth-day, when he received information 
that the king of Bohemia, the earl of Hainault his 
brother, and many great lords of France, had or- 
dered a tournament to be proclaimed at Conde : 
lir John, therefore, would no longer flay, not- 
withftanding their entreaties, from the great defire 
he had to attend this tournament, to fee his brotheir 
and the other princes, efpecially that gallant and 
generous prince, Charles, king of Bohemia. 

When the young king Edward, his mother, and 
the barons, faw that it was not poffible jto detain 
him any longer, they gave him permiffion to depart 
very muchagainft their will. The king, by the 
advice of the queen, granted him an annuity of 
four hundred marks fterling, hereditable rent, to 
be held of him in fee, payable in tha city of Bru- 
ges. He gave alfo to Philip de Chateaux, his 
principal efquire and chief counfellor, a hundred 
marks fterling of rent, to be paid at the fame time 
and place. He likewife gave a confiderable fum to 
defray his expenfes, and thofe of his attendants, 
on their return home. ^ He ordered many knights 
to accompany him to Dover, and that his paflage 
fhould be free of all coft. He prefented the coun- 
tefs de Garenner, fifter to the count de Bar, and 

fome 
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other ladies who had accompanied the queen 
^o England, with many rich jewels, on their taking 
leave. 

Sir John and his company immediately embarked 
on board the veffels prepared for them, to be in 
time for the tournament. The king fent with him 
fifteen young and hardy knights, to attend him at 
this tournament, there to try their Ikill, and to get 
acquainted with the lords and knights that were to 
be there. Sir John and his company paid them all 
the attention in their power, and on this occaiion 
toumayed at Conde. 



CHAP, xv: 



ROBERT BRUCE, KING OF SCOTLAND, DEFIES 

KING EDWARD. 

A FTER the departure of fir John de Hainault, 
king Edward and his mother governed the 
kingdom, by the counfels of the good earl of Kent, 
and of fir Roger Mortimer, who poffeffed vaft 
eftates in England, to the amount of 700/. fterling 
a-year. Bdth of them had been banifhed with the 
queen. They aHJp took the advice of fir Thomas 
Wager, and of others, who were efteemed the 
wifeft in the land. This, however, created much 
en,vy, which never dies in England, but reigns ther6 ' 
3S well as in other places. Thus pafled the winter 
and Lent in perfefl: peace until Eafter; when it 
happened that Robert king of Scotland, who, 

D 3 though 
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though brave, had fuffered much in his wars 
England, having often been defeated by kii^g Ed* 
ward, grandfather of the young king, being at this 
time very old, and afflided with leprofy, hearing that 
the kiiig had been taken prifoner and depofed, and 
his counfellors put to death, thought it a favourable 
opportunity to fend a defiance to the prefent king, 
as yet a youth, whofe barons were not on good 
terms with each other, and to attempt the conquefk 
offome part of England. About Eafler, 13^7, he 
lent a defiance to kmg Edward and all the country, 
informing them that he would enter the kingdom, 
and bum it as far as he had done before after the 
defeat of Stirling, in which the Englifh fuffered fo 
much. 

When the young king and his council received 
this challenge, they publifhed it throughout the 
kingdom, and ordered that all the nobles and 
others fhould come properly accoutred and ac- 
companied, according to their different ranks, to 
York, the day of Afcenfion following. He alfb 
fent a confiderable body of men at arms to guard 
the frontiers of Scotland, and meffengers to fir 
John de Hainault, begging him very affeftionately 
to affifl and accompany him in this expedition, and 
to meet him at York on Afcenfion day, with as 
many companions at arms as he could xbring with 
him. 

When the lord of Beaumont received this requefl, 
he difpatched letters and meffengers into Flanders, 
Hainault and Brabant, or wherever he thought he 

could 
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<3Quld colled good companions, praying them to 
aneet him, well eqtupped» at Wiflan*, there to em^ 
l)ark for England. Such as he fent to came, as 
veil as others that had heard of it, in the expe^doa 
of gsining as large fums as thofe who had accom- 
panied him in his former expedition to England. 

When the lord of Beaumont came to Wiflan, he 
found vefiels ready to tranfport him and his com- 
pauQiy. They eml^ked with their cavalry as ex- 
peditiouily as poflible, and crofled ^over to Dover* 
whence, without halting, they continued their 
march till they reached York. The king^ his 
mother, and a number of other lords and barons 
were there affembled, as well to advife as to attend 
the king. They waited at York the arrival of fir 
John, of the men at arms and archers, and of the 
common people from the different towns and cities* 
As they came in large bodies, they were quartered 
in the villages around York, at the diftance of two 
or three leagues, and thence marched towards the 
borders^ 

Sir John and his company reached York by the 
appointed time, and were welcome and magnifi- 
cently entertained by the king, queen, and all the 
barons. The handfomeft fuburbs of the city were 
aligned them for their quarters, and a monaflery 



• WUTan is a town in the Boulonois, generality of Calais. 
It is believed hj Camden to be the Portw lecius from which 
Caeiar embarked for Britain. This is difcufled in one of the 
differtations at the clofe of the Memoires de Joinfille. — 
Fifth volnme of the CoUedion of Hiftorical Memoirs relative 
to the Hiilory of France. 
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of white friars was allotted for him and his houfe- 
hold. In company with the knight, came from 
Hainault, the lord of Anghien called fir Walter, 
fir Henry lord of Antoing, the lord of Seignoles, 
and the following knights : fir Faftres de Rue, 
fir Robert de Bailleul, Sir William de Bailleul 
his brother, the lord of Havereth caftellan of 
Mons, fir Alart de Brifeil, fir Michael de Ligne, 
fir John de Montigny the younger and his 
brother, fir Saufe de Bouffac, fir Percival de 
Severies, the lords of Gommegines, de Biaurien 
and de Folion. There came alfo from Flanders j 
firft, fir Heftor de Vilains, fir John de Rhodes, fir 
Vaufflart de Guifl:elle, fir James de Guifl:elle his- 
brother, fir Goffuin de la Muelle and the lord of 
Tarces. Many came from Brabant ; as the lord of 
Dufle, fir Thierry de Vaucourt, fir Raffes de Gres, 
fir John de Caffebegne, fir John Pileflre, fir William 
de Courterelles, the three brothers de Harlebeque, 
fir Walter de Hautebergue, and feyeral others. Of 
the Bohemians were, fir John de Libeaux, Henry 
his brother, fir Henry de la Chappelle, fir Hugh de 
Hay, fir John de Limies, fir Lambert des Prez, fir 
Gilbert de Hers, There came alfo other volunteer 
knights out of Cambrefis and Artois, in hopes of 
advancement ; fo that fir John had five hundred good 
men in his company, well apparelled and richly 

ft 

mounted. 

After the feaft of the Pentecoft, fir William, who 
was afterwards duke of Juliers, by the death of his 
father, and fir Thierry de Hamberque, fince earl of 
Los, arrived with a gallant company, to do honor to 
fir John de Hainault. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVL 

JS. BISSENSION BETWEEN THE ARCHERS OF ENG- 
LAND AND THE HAINAULTERS. 

•T^HE king of England, in order to entertain and 
feaft the ftrangers and their company, held a 
great court on Trinity-Sunday, at the houfe of the 
Black Friars, where he and the queen were lodged, 
and where eaclf kept their houfehold feparate ; the 
king with his knights, and the queen with her ladies, 
iK^hofe numbers were confiderable. At this court 
the king had five hundred knights, and created 
fifteen new ones. The queen gave, her entertain- 
ment in the dormitory, where at lead fixty ladies, - 
^hom (he had invited to entertain fir John de 
Hainault and his fuite, fat down at her table. 
Theire might b§ feen a numerous nobility well 
fervid with plenty of ftrange ^flies, fo difguifed 
that: it could not be known what they were. There 
^^*^^alfo ladies moft fuperbly dreffed, who were ex-' 
P^^^Aig with impatience the hour of the ball, or a 
loa^^gj. continuance of the feaft: but it fell out 
^"^^^rwife; for, foon after dinner, a violent affray 
*^I^;^>ened between fome of the grooms of the 
"^^^laulters and the Englifh archers, who were 
lod^gg^j with them in the fuburbs. This increafed ^ 
t^ ^*^riuch that the archers coUefted together, with - 
t\v^xx bows ftrung, and foot at them fo as to force 
lu^xn to retreat to their lodgings. The greater part 
t 01 the knights and their mafters, who were ftill at 
I ^^Mxty hearing of the affray, haftened to their 
Y^ quar- 
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quarters. Thofe that could not enter thei 
expofed to great danger; for the archers, 
number of three thoufand, aimed both at 
and fervants. It was fuppofed that this affi 
occaiioned by the friends of the Spencers, 2 
earl of Arundel^ in revenge for their havic 
put to death through the advice of fir | 
Hainault. The EngUfli alfo, at whofe hoi 
Hainaulters lodged, barricaded their doc 
Vidndows, and would not fuSer them to 
neverthelefs, fome of them got admittance 
back doors, and quickly armed themfelv 
durft not advance into the ftreet for fear 
arrows. The ftrangers immediately fallie 
behind their lodgings, breaking down the 
and inclofures, until they came to a fquan 
they halted, waiting for their companions, 
amounted to a hundred under arms, and 
without, who could not gain admittance 
lodgings. United thus, they haftened to ? 
friends, who were defending their quarte 
great ftreet in the beft manner they co 
pafTed through the hotel of the lord of 
which had great gates before and behinc 
the ftreet, where the archers were de 
their arrows in a furious manner, 
naulters were wounded with them*. 



♦ In Leland's Colledlanea, there is a diff 
the caufe of this aflFray. Part fecond of vol 

< Anno Domini 13^(8, Hunaldi apud 
bufiecunc de fuburbio civitatis fere unair 
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Here were found the good knights, fir Faflres de 
Rue, fir Perdval de Severies and fir Saufe de 
Bouflac, who, hot getting admittance into their lodg- 
ings, parformed deeds equal to thofe that were 
armed. They had in their hands great oaken 
fta£^ taken from the houfe of a carter : they dealt 
dieir blows fo fuccefsfiilly that none durft approach 
them, and, being ftrong and valiant knights, beat 
down, that evening, upwards of fixty men. At kft 
the archers were difcomfited and put to flight. 
There remained on the ground dead three hundred 
men, or thereabouts, who were all from the bifhop* 
lick of Lincoln. I believe that God never fhowed 
greater grace or fiivor to any one than he did in 
that day to fir John de Hainault and his com- 
pany; for thefe archers certainly meant nothing 
le& than to murder and rob them, notwithftanding 
they were come upon the king's bufinefs. Thefe 
Grangers were never in fuch great peril as during 
Ae time they remained at York : nor were they in 
P^rfeft fafety until their return to Wiflan; for, 
during their ftay, the hatred of the airchers was fo 



ituF S. Nicholai in Oufegate, propter contumeliam 

'^^otam inter burgenfes et illos, quia ceperunt uxores burgcn- 

*^^m, €t filias, et ancillas, per vim in fuburbio civitatis. 

-^Urgenfdp vero fuburbii indlgnati de tali facinore congreffi 

*^Xit cum Hunaldis more bellico : et ex utraque parte bene 

'^mati una. die Martis in Sepiemhri ante foils ortum im Wate* 

**^gatc dormiente tota civitAte fummo mane* Ibi ceciderunt 

^ Hunaldis 527, prater eos qui lactaliter vulnerati funt et 

^bierunt in 3 die et in 4 fequenti. De Anglls ceciderunt 

^42. Submerfi iiiX>wfe flu. de Hunaldis inventi funt 136.' 
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greatly increafed againft them, that fome of the 
barons and principal knights informed the lords of 
Hainault, that the archers and others of the com- 
monalty of England, to the number of fix thoufand, 
had entered into an agreement to maffacre and bum 
them and their followers in their lodgings either by. 
night or day, and there was no one on the part of 
the king, or of the barons^ that could venture to 
affift them. The Hainaulters, therefore, had no other 
refource left than to ftand by each other, and to 
fell their lives as dearly as poffible. They made 
many prudent regulations for their condudl:, were 
frequently obliged to lie on their arms, to confine 
themfelves to their quarters, and to have their 
armour ready, and their horfes always faddled. 
They were alfo obliged to keep detachments con- 
tinually on the watch in the fields and roads .round 
the city, and to fend fcouts to the diftance of half a 
league, to fee if thofe people, of whom they had re- 
ceived information, were coming, with orders, that, 
if they perceived any bodies in motion advancing 
towards the town, they were immediately to return 
- to the detachments in the fields, in order that they 
might be quickly mounted, and coUefted together 
under their own banner at an appointed alarm- 
poft. They continued in the Juburbs four weeks 
in this diftreffing fituation, and none, except a few 
of the great lords, who went to court to' fee the 
king and his council, or to the entertainments to 
hear the news, ventured to quit their quarters or 
their arms. If this unfortunate quarrel had not: 
happened, they would have pafled their time very 

plea- 
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plestfantly ; for there was fuch plenty m the cily and 
furrounding country, that during more than fix 
weeks, while the king and the lords of England, 
with upwards of forty thoufand men at arms, re- 
mained there, the provifions were not dearer ; for 
as much was to be bought for a penny as before 
■their arrival. Good wines from Gafcony, Alface 
and the Rhine were in abundance and reafonabfe ; 
poultry and other fuch provifions at a low price. 
Hay, oats and ftraw of a good quality, and cheap, 
were delivered at their quarter^. 



CHAP. XVIL 

^^ "THE MANNERS OF THE SCOTS, AND HOW THEY 



CARRY ON WAR. 



^^^yi'ER remaining three weeks from the time of 

this aflfray, the king iffued a proclamation by 

'^ marfhals, that every one in the cburfe of the 

^^XViing week, (hould be provided with caits, tents, 

^^cl every thing neceflary for their march towards 

Scrotland. When every one was properly equipped, * 

ta^ king and all his barons marched out of the city, * 

^^ci encamped fix leagues from it. Sir John de 

HHinault and his company were encamped near the 

Kng, as a mark of diftinction, and to prevent the 

^chers from taking any advantage of him. The 

king and this firft divifion remained there two days 

^nd two nights, waiting the arrival of money for 

*Us expenfes, as well as to examine whether any 

thing were wanting. On the third day the army 

dif. 
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diilodged, and before day-break marched till the] 
came to the city of Durham, a long day's journey 
at the entrance of a country called Northumb^ 
land, which is wild, full of deferts and mountains 
and poor in every thing except cattle. The rivei 
Tyne runs through it, full of flints and large flones 
Upon this river is lituated the town called New 
ca»Ue upon Tyne. The lord marfhal of Englanc 
was there, with a numerous army to guard tin 
country againft the Scots. At Carlifle was a con 
fiderable body of Welfh, under the command o: 
lord Hereford and lord Mowbray, to defend th< 
paflage of the Eden ; for the Scots could not enta 
England without paffing one 6f thefe rivers. The 
Englifli could get no certain information of the 
Scots until they arrived at this place: they had 
paffed the river fo privately, that neither thofe o 
Carlifle nor thofe of Newcaftle -had the fmallef 
knowledge of it. Thefe towns are faid to be diftan 
from each other four-and-twenty englifli leagues. 

The Scots are bold, hardy and much inured t< 
war. When they make their invafions into Eng 
land, they march from twenty to four-and-twenl? 
leagues without halting, as well by night as day 
for they are all on horfeback, except the camp fol 
lowers, who are on foot. The Imights and efquire 
are well mounted on large bay horfes, the commoi 
people on little galloways. They bring no carriage 
with them, on account of the mountains they hav< 
to pafs in Northumberland : neither do they carr) 
with them any provifions of bread or wine ; foi 
their habits of fobriety are fuch, in time of war, 

thai 
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tha^ they xnU live for a long time on flefh half 
foddcn, without bread, and drink the river-water 
wi(faout wine. They have, therefore, no occaiion 
for 3poti or pans ; for they drefs the flefh of their 
cattle in the (kins, after they have taken them oflf : 
and^ being fure to find plenty of them in the coun- 
try ^^rhich they invade, they carry none with them. 
Under the flaps of his faddle, each man carries a 
bro^id plate of metal ; behind the faddle, a little bag 
of osttmeal : when they have eaten too much of the 
fodden flefh, and their flomach appears weak and 
€«H>ty, they place this plate over the fire, mix with 
wa^er their oatmeal, and when the plate is heated, 
th^y^ put a little of the parte upon it, and make a 
thizx cake, like a cracknell or bifcuit, which they eat 
to ^^^varm their ftomachs : it is therefore no wonder, 
that: they perform a longer day's march than other 
folcliers. In this manner the Scots entered England, 
^ft:2X)ying and burning every thing as they pafTed. 
TKey feized more cattle than they knew what to do 
^tii. Their army confifted of four thoufand men 
*t omns, knights and efquires, well mounted ; be- 
"d*^ tw^ty thoufand men, bold and hardy, armed 
*ft^r the manner of their country, and mounted 
^t^M little hackneys, that are never tied up or 
®^^^ffed, but turned, immediately after the day's 
^^^circh^ to paflure on the heath or in the fields. 
Tl\ifi army was commanded by two valiant captains, 
'^e king of Scotland himfelf, who had been very 
wave, yet being old, and labouring under ft leprofy, 
^)^)x»^ed for one that gallant prince, fo renowned 
^ arms, the earl of Moray, who bore upon his ban- 
ker argent three pillows gules } the other was fir 

James 
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James Douglas, efteemed the braved and n 
enterprifing knight in the two kingdoms : he b 
for arms argent on a chef argent. Thefe two Ic 
were the greateft barons, and mod renowned 
their prowefs and other feats of arms. 



CHAP. XVIII. 
KING Edward's first expedition agaii 

THE SCOTS. 

XX^HEN the englilh king and all his hoft ', 
feen the fmoke of the fires, which the Sc 
had made, the alarm was immediately founded, j 
every one ordered to diflodge, and to follow 
banners : they all, therefore, withdrew to the fie 
armed for immediate combat. Three battalions 
infantry were formed; each battalion having i 
wings, compofed of five hundred men at arms, \ 
were to remain on horfeback. 

It was faid, that there were eight thoufand me 
arms, knights and efquires, and thirty thoufand xi 
armed and equipped, half of whom were moun 
on fmall hackneys ; the other half were count 
men on foot, fent by the towns and paid by thi 
there were ajfo twenty-four thoufand archers 
foot, befide all the crew of followers of the 4ri 
Thus being drawn up, they marched in battle-ar 
after the Scots, towards the place from whence 
fmoke came, until it was night. The army hal 
in a wood, by the fide of a fmall river, to reft the 
felves, and to wait for their baggage and p 
vifion. 

1 
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'The Scots had burnt and pillaged all the country 
^virlain five leagues of the place where they were, 
XvitJbout the Encrlifh beincr able to come UD with 



it day-break the next morning, every one wa& 
armed, and, with banners difplayed, marched 
P^ good order over mountains, and through val- 
*^y«3 but could never approach the Scots, who were 
advanced before them; for there were fo many 
^^^irihes and dangerous places, that it was ordered, 
^^cler pain of death, that no one fliould quit his 
"ajiiier, except the marfhals. When it drcw to- 
Wa.rds night, the cavalry, and thofe who attended the 
. Sgage, more efpecially the infantry, were fo 
*^tigued, that they could march no further. 

The lords faw that they followed the Scots to no 
P'Urpofe ; and that, if the Scots were willing to wait 
*or diem, they might poft themfelves on fome 
^^ountain^ or in fome dangerous pafe, where they 
^ovild not be attacked but at extreme diiadvantage. 
The king then ordered the marfhals to encamp 
^He anny there for the night, in order that they 
^ght confider what was to be done the next day. 
The army lay in a wood upon the banks of a fmall , 
. river and the king was lodged in a poor monaftei y 
l^d by. The men at arms, horfes and baggage, 
^ere much fatigued. When each had chofen a fpot 
^i ground to encamp himfelf on, the lords retired 
3ip9rt, to confider what would be the be|l method to 
force the Scots to battle, confidering the fituation of 
the country in which they were. It appeared to 
them, that the Scots were fheering off to their own 
Vol. I. E coua* 
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eountiy, burning, and pillaging as diey went, and 
that it would be impoflible to fight with them in 
tliefe mountains, without a manifeft difadvantage, 
fuppofing they fliould overtake them, which they 
could not; but, as they muft repafs the Tyne, it was 
determined in full council, that if they were to get 
themfelvcs ready about midnight, and haften their 
march the next day, they might cut off the paflage 
of the river, and force thorn to fight to a difadvan* 
tage, or remain ftiut up prifoners in England. 

After this refolution had been entered into, each 
retired to his quarters, to eat and drink what he 
could find there } and they defired their companions 
to be filent, in order that the trumpets might be 
heard : at the firft founding of which, the horfes 
were to be faddled and made ready } at the fecond, 
every one was to arm himfelf without dehy } and, 
at the third, to mount their horfes immediately, and 
join their banners. Each was to take only one loaf 
of bread with him, flung behind him after the man* 
ner of hunters. All unnecelTary arms,^ hamefs and 
baggage were ordered to be left behind, as they 
thought they fhould for a certainty give battle the 
text day, whatever might be the coniequences, 
whether they fhould win or lofe alL As it had 
been ordered fo was it executed, and aU were 
mounted and ready about midnight. Some bad but 
little reft, notwithftanding they had laboured hard 
the day before. Day began to appear as the bat- 
talions were aflembled at their different pdfts : the 
banner-bearers then haftened on over heaths, 
mountams, valleys, rocks and many dangeroos 

pbces,. 
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fitKmf vAthwt meeting any level coiinby. On the 
fuminitB of the mountains, and in the valleys, were 
large marflies and bogs, and of fuch extent, that it 
was a BHracle many were not loft in them ; for each 
gallopped forwards without waiting for either com- 
mander or companion: thofe who fell into them 
fomid difficulty in getting any to help them. Many 
baanera remained there, and feveral baggage and 
fumpter horfes never came out again. 

In the courfe of the day, there were frequent 
cries of alarm, as if the foremoft ranks were en« 
gaged with the enemy ; which thofe behind believing 
to be true, they hurried forward as faft as poflibre 
orer rocks asul mountains, fword in hand, with- 
dieir helmets and ihields prepared for fighting, 
wbhoot waiting for father, brother or friend. 

When they had baftened about half a league to^ 
waidi the place from which the noife came, they 
foQnd themfdves difappdnted, as the cries pro- 
ceeded from fome herds of de^ or other wild 
beafts, which abounded in thefe heaths and defert 
jhem^ and which fled before the banners, purfued 
by the JSiouts of the anny, which made them imagine 
kwas foiMthing elfe. 

In this manner, the young king of England, 
Igrteably to the advice of council, rode ctll thai 
htf wet mountains and ts, without keeping to 
Wf fixed road, or findii g any town. 

Abopt vefpers, and ibrely fatigued, they reached 
At Ty9e, which the Scots had already crofled, 
though dir .^nj^liih fuppofed they had it ilill to rew 

pA. Ao : ;ly9 they went over die ford, but 
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v^ith, great difficulty, owing to the large ftonefl 
were in the river. 

When they had paffed over, each took u 
lodging on its banks as he could; and at thift 
the fun was fet. There were few among thai 
had any hatchets, wedges or other inftrumec 
cut down trees, to make themfelves huts ; Hna: 
them had loft their companions, and even thi 
had remained behind, not knowing what road t 
for. Thofe ,who were beft acquainted witl 
country faid that they had travelled that day t^ 
engliih leagues on a gallop, without ftoppirig 
cept to arrange the furniture of their horfes, ' 
it had been loofened by the vibfent exercife. 
WQre forced to lie this night on the banks o: 
river in their amiour, and at the fame time 
their horfes by their bridles, for there was not 
)>lace where they could tie them. Thus the h 
had nothing tp eat, neither oats nor any &lt 
and the men had only, their loaf that was tied be 
them, which was wetted by the fweat of 
horfes. They had no other beverage but the % 
of the river, except fome great lords, who 
bottles among their baggage : nor had they fib 
light, not having any thing to make them of, e3 
fome few lords, who had fome torches, which 
had brought on fumpter horfes. In fuch a m 
choly manner did they pafs the night, without ta 
the faddles from off the horfes, or difarming tl 
felves. And when the long expefted day appe: 
when they hoped to find fome comfort for tl 
felves and horfes, or to fight the Scots, which 
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very much viQied for^ to get out of their difagree- 
a\>le fituation, it began to rain, and continued all 
the <lay, infomuch that the river was fo increafed by 
nooxi, that no one could pafs over, nor could any 
one b^ fent to know where they were, or to get 
fon^^ and litter for their horfes, or bread and wine 
f^it their own fuftenance: they were, therefore, 
obiig^tQ.iaft another night. 

Xle horfes had nothing to fubfifl on but the 
leaves of the trees and grafs. They cut down with 
their fwords young trees and tied their horfes to 
them, lliey alfo cut down bruih-wogd to make 
huts for themfelves. 

Seme poor peafants, coming that way in the 
afternoon, informed them they were fourteen 
feagues fron Newcaftle upon Tyne, and eleven from 
Carlille, and that there was not a town nearer 
whence they could get any accommodations. 

ViThen this intelligence was brought to the king 
and the pHncipal lords, they diredly fent off mef- 
i^gers with horfes to bring them provilion, and 
tbey ^ufed a proclamation to be made in the king's 
name i^ Newcaftle, that whoever wiihed to get 
money, he had only to bring proviCon, wine, &c. 
for which he fliould be inftantly paid, and a fafe 

Qondud granted him. They were alfo informed, 

that they fhould not move from their prefent 

quarters, imtil they ha4 information where the Scots 

were. 
The next day the meffengers, which the lords 

had fent for provision, returned about noon with 

E3 what 



54 
what t$f«y had been abte to pMduv^ fbf tlieMS mik 
tAeir h6dfeh(^dd ; bjat it wis ndt inuch : and iM 
them^ came {Seople of the country, t6 take' didi 
advantage df th6 fituation of the army, atid btoUgK 
\^ith th^ifi on mutes and fmall horfes, breld ba^^ 
baked, in bafkets, and pobr thin wine, in largd btt 
rels, and other kinds of pfovifion to fell, with Whid 
the army was tolerably refrefhed, and their ii£S66 
tent appeafed. 

This was the cafe during the feven dtiys thdt th& 
remained on the banks of this river, athong tb 
mountains^ expefliing the return of the Scots, wh< 
knew no more of the Englifh than they (fid € 
them. 

Thus they had renfained for three days Slid ttire 
nights without bread, wine, candle, oats or ^ 
other foVage; and they were afterwards for fou 
days obliged tb buy badly baked break, at the |)ric 
of fixpende the loaf, which was not worth more tha. 
a penny, and a gallon of wine for fiJk groats, fcarqel 
worth fixpence. Hunger, however, was ftill feh i 
the camp, notwithflanding this fupply ; and frequei 
quarrels happened from their tearing the meat oi 
of each other's hands. 

To add to their unpleafant fituation, it had raiiie 
all the week, by which all their faddles and ^rtl 
were rotted, and the greater part of the cavab 
were worn down. They had not wherewithal 1 
Ihoe their horfes that w?inted it j nor had they ?uf: 
thing to clothe themfelves, or preferve thenfi froi 
the rain and cold, but their jerkins or axtnourj jwn 

th 
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green huts : nor had they .any wood to boni, 
:cq)t what was fo green and wet as to be of fmall 
fe^irice. 

Having continued for a whole week, without 
kearimg any tidings of the. Scots, who they imaged 
m.tift pafs that way, or very near it, in their return 
Home, .great murmurs arofe in the army ; and many 
^^d the fault on thofe who had given fuch advice^ 
adding, that it was done in order to betray the king 
a^id his hoIL Upon which, the lords of council 
Ordered the army to make ready to mArchg and 
orofe the river feven leagues higher up, whei« the 
ford was better ; and it was proclaimed, that every 
One was to be in readinefs to march the next day, 
d4id to follow his banners. 

There was another proclamation made, thai 
Ai^hoever chofe to take pains and find out where the 
Scots were, and fliould bring certain intelligence of 
it to the king, the meifenger of fuch news Aiould 
have one hundred pounds a-year in land, and be 
made a knight by the king himfelf. 

When this was made known among the hofl:, 
many knights and efquires, to the number of fifteen 
cr Axteen, eager to gain fuch rewards, pafled the 
river with much danger, afcended the mountains, 
and then feparated, each taking different routes. 

The next day, the army diilodged; marched 
tolerably well, confidering that they were but ill 
clothed J and exerted themfelves fo much, that they 
repaired the river, though with much danger, from 
its being fwoUen by the rains. Many were well 
wafhed, and many drowned. 

E4 When 
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. When they had croffed over, they remained 
there for that night, finding plenty of forage in the 
fields near to a fmall village, which the ' Scots had 
burnt as they pafifed, 

' The next day they marched over hill and dale till 
about noon, when dxey came to fome burnt villages, 
and fome fields where there were Qorn su^d hay, fo 
that the hoft remained there that night. 

The third day they marched in the fame paimer ; 
but many were ignorant where they were going, 
nor had they any intelligence of the enemy. 

They continued their route the fourth day in this 
order; when, about three b'clock, an efqfaire*, 
gallopping up haftily to the king, faid, * Sire, 1 bring 
you news of the Scots : they are three leagues from 
this place, lodged on a mountain, where they have 
been this week, waidng for you. They knew no 
more where you were than you did of them: 
and you may depend on this as true j for I ap- 
proached fo near to them, that I was taken and led 
a prifoner to their army, |iefore their cliiefs, I inr 
formed them where you were, and that you were 
feeking them, to give them battle. The lords gav€ 
me up my ranfom and my liberty, when I in- 
formed them,, that you had promifed one hundred 
pounds a-year as a reward for whoever fhould firft 
bring intelligence of them, upon condition that he 

"' ' ' . ■■■ ■ »»>■■ < ■ I "■ — ■ '' ■ T7 ' . ' ■ ' ■"". I 

* In Rymer is an order for Thomas de Rokefby to receive 
half yearly, at Michaelmas and EaUeT) lool. at the Ex- 
chequer, until he was provided with lOol. in land for his 
life. Signed by the king at Lincoln, Sep. 28^ 1327* 
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refted ttot until he gare you this information ; an4 1 
now tell you that you will find them in the place | 
have mentioned, as eager to meet you in battle at 
youffelf can be/ 

As foon as the king heard this news, he ordered 
his army to be prepared, and turned his horfes to 
feed in the fields, near to a monaftery of white 
monks, which had been burnt, and which wM 
called in king Arthur's time, Blanche Land. Then 
the king confefled himfelf, and each madie his pre- 
parations according to his abilities. The kmg 
ordered plenty of mafles to4)e faid, to houfel fuch 
as were devoutly inclined. He affigned one hunr 
dred pounds value of land, yearly, to the efquire^ 
according to his promife, and made him a knight 
with his own hands in the prefence of the whole 
army. 

When they had taken fome repofe, and break- 
failed, the trumpets founded ; and all being mount- 
ed, the banners advanced as the young luiight led 
them on ( but each battalion marched by itfelf in 
regular array, over hill and dale, keeping their ranks 
according to order. Thus they continued march- 
ing, when about twelve o'clock they came within 
light of the Scots army. 

As foon as the Scots perceived them, they iflued 
forth from their huts on foot, and fermed three 
good battalions upon the defcent of the mountain 
on which they lodged. 

A ftrong, rapid river* ran at the foot of thiai 
piountain, which ^^^as fo full of large rocks and 

• The Were. 
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ftcfnes, thai iHx^ dangerous to pafs it in hafte. If 
^ Bnglifh had paflbiA^s^ river, there was not room 
betw^njt and the mountain for them to draw up 
their line of battle. 

, The Scots had formed their two firft battalions 
en the two (ides of the mountain, and on the de« 
clivity of the rock, which was not es^y to climb to 
^^ck dvem : but they themfelves were pofted io as 
to annoy them withftones, if they croffed the river : 
which if the £nglifh effeded^ they would not be 
able to return. 

When the engliih lords perceived the difpofidon 
of tlie Scqts, they ordered their men to difpiount, 
take off their fpurs, and form three battalions as 
before. 

Many new knights were made; and, when llie 
battalions were formed, fome of the chief lords 
toought the young king on horfeback along the 
lines, to aicourage the men. The king fpoke moft 
ipaciouily to all, and befought them to take every 
pailis to do him honour and preferve their own^ 
He ordered) und^ pain of death, that no one fliould 
advance b^ore the banners of the marihals, or 
«fiii0Ve without coders. 

Shortly afterward, the battalions were command, 
ed t6 advance towards the enemy in flow time, 
keq)ing thebr ranks. This was done ; and each 
battatioa moved on a confiderable fpace, and came 
to the afcen^ of the mountain, where the Scots 
twfera pofted. 

This manoeuvre was intended in order to fee 
whether the enemy would retire or make any move- 
ment J but neither one nor other was to be per- 

ceived : 
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cdvoflr Jmd the armies were fo near etkh 6dmv 
ttntt^ejr could fee the anns on their fl^kb. 

The army was ordered to halt^ to confid$li^ wliai 
was to be done; and fome companions wer#. 
mbtinted to ikirmifli with the efiemf^ and to 
CTamine the pa&ge of the river and their ip^ 
pearance more dearly. They fent heralds to makA 
an oflFer of retiring on the morrow, if thty vtanMt 
pg& the river, and fight upon the plain; dr, if tb# 
Scots would not confent to this, that they would dh^ 
i3ie fame* 

When the Scots received this ph>pofal, ihi ihieft^ 
retired to counfel, and returned for anfwer by AtF 
heralds, that they would do neitheir the rate Hor the 
other $ ihat the king and his barobs &w that ^ef 
were in his kingdom, and had burnt and pillaged 
wherever they had pafled } cmd thatt^ tf jt di^j^eafadl 
the king, he might cbihe and amend it ^ for tbey 
W(>uld tarry there as long as it pleafed them. 

When the council of the king d[ Ein^^d heaf4 
tfhe anfwer,, he ordered it to be prodaimedi dat 
each fliould take up his quarters wherif fee wdag 
witlK)ut quitting the ground or hb almat tftey 
therefore lay that night very uncomfturtibly ii|iOft 
the hard ground, among rocks and ftones^ wilb 
then: armour on ; nor could they get a»y fldce»4blt 
the purpqfe of tying their horfes, or pf^ocure ddb^ 
litter, or fbrdge, or aiiy buihes to niak^ &^es^ 

The Scots, feeing the £nglilh thus tiJbe Up: ther 
quarters, ordered j^art of the army to remidn wherd 
the battalions had been drawn up; add the i^ 
'pxiafnder retired to their huts, where they made 

mar* 
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marvelloufly great fires, and, about midnight, Tuch- 
a blading and noife with their horns, that it feemed 
as if all the great devils from hell had been come 
there. 

Thus were they lodged this night, which was the 
nighti-of -the feaft of St; Peter, the beginning of 
Augdl^ti^ajf, until the next day, when the lords 
heaafd raafs: ^afterward every one armed himfelf, 
and the battalions were formed as on the preceding 
cbiy. .'.;.. 

When the Scots faw this, they came and lodged 
themfelves on the fame ground they had done * 
before; and the two armies remained thus drawn 
up until noon, when the Scots made no mcvemait 
to come towards the Englifli, nor did thefe on 
their part make ^ny advances, for they dared not 
to attempt it with fo great difadvantage. 
\ Several companions paffed the river on horfeback, 
as did fome of the foot, to fkirmilh with the Scots, 
who alfo quitted their battalions to meet them, 
and many on each fide were killed, wounded, and 
taken prifoners. ^ 

In the afternoon the lords ordered every one to 
retire to their quarters,, as it feemed to them that 
they were drawn up to no purpofe : in this manner 
they remained for three days. The Scots, on their 
fide nevar quitted the mountain ; but there were 
continued fkirmifhes on both fides, and many killed 
and taken prifoners : in .the evenings they made 
large fires, and great noifes tvith their horns and 
with fhouting. - 

The 



The intenrion of the EngllOi lords was to ke^ 
the Scots befieged there ; for, as they could tiot 
well fight with them, they hoped to ftarve them : 
they knew from the prifoners that they had neither 
bread, wine, fait, nor other provifion, except cat* 
tie, of which they had plenty, that they had feized 
in the country ;— of thefe they might eat, indeed^ 
without bread, which would not be very palatable* 
But they had fome little flour to make fuch cakes 
as have been before mentioned, and which fome 
of the Engiiih ufe on their inroads beyond the 
borders. 

• The fourth day, in the morning, the £ngK(h 
looked for the Scots on the mountain, but fawf 
iK)ne of them, for they found they had decamped 
fecretly at midnight. 

:. Scouts of horfe and of foot were immediately 
difpatched through the mountains to know what 
w:as become of them; they found them about 
four o'clock polled upon another mountain, much 
ftfoager than that they had left, upon the fame 
river, . near a large wood, to be more concealed, 
and in order more privately to advance or retreat 
at pleafure. 

, As foon as this was known, the Engiiih bad 
orders to diflodge, and to march in battle array 
towairds the place where the enemy was pofted ; 
and.tfaey encamped on'a mountain oppofite* They 
formed their battalions, and feemed as if they 
meant to advance to them. The Scots no fooner 
perceived .this, than they fallied out of their quar* 
tersy. and came and polled themfelves by the fide 
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^ ihe xkar, iireCUy In ftont ; hxA diey vere uit' 
^iviHing to fdvance or come nearer* The Englifh 
ccmld not attack them in fuch a fituation idthout 
great cfifadvwtage and lo&; they remained &li 
^ghteoi days in this ^tuation upon this mountain, 
whence the lords fent frequent heralds to the Scots, 
Co efibr to give them full place of plain ground to 
draw up their battalions, or elfe they would accept 
die fame from them ; but they would not agree to 
dth^ of thefe prepdals. 

The two armies had little comfiut during th^ 
time they remained in this pofition. 

The firft night that the Englifh were polled on 
this fecond mountain the lord James Douglas took 
with him about two hundred men at arms,"* and at 
midnight crofled the river, at fuch a diftanc^ item 
the camp that he was not noticed, and fell iifk>tt^ 
the Englifh army moft valiantly, fhouting, ^ Douj^ 
for ever ! Ye fhall die, ye thieves of England I * 
He smd his companions killed more than three 
hundred ; and he galloped up to the king^s ten^ 
and cut two or three of its corcjs, crying, at the 
fame dme, ^ Douglas ! Dougl^ for ever ! ^ whea 
he fet off; and in his retreat he loft fome of fi» 
follower^, but not many :— -he returned to hia 
friends on the mountain* 

Nothing more of the fort was attempted frooz 
that time ; but the Englifii in future kept s^ fiiong: 
2nA attentive guard, for they were fearful of 
another attack from the Scots, and had placed &n» 
tinels and fcouts to give notice of the imallefi 
movement of the enemy ^ the chief lords aUa ilept 
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^ thdr armour. There ^rere' fxe^foent ^ftlrmSflfift^ 
;and many lives loft on both fides. . 

The twenty-fourth day from the time they had 
received intelKgence />f the enemy,- a Scots knieht 
was taken prifoner, who, fore againft his will, gaVe 
an account to the lords of the ftate of the enemy; 
He was fo clofely examined, that he owned his 
lords iiad given orders that morning for every one 
to be armed by vefpers, and follow the banner of 
lord James Douglas j that it was to be kept fecret J 
but he was not, for a certainty, acquainted widi 
their intentions further. 

Upon this the Englifh lords held a council ; and 
they judged, from the information of die Scots 
knight, that the enemy might perhaps come in 
full force at night to attack them on both fides at 
OQce, and, fjrom their fufferings by &mine, which 
they could encjure no longer, make it a very bloody 
2jid doubtful combat. 

The EngUfli formed into three battalions, and 
pofted themfelves before their quarters, on three 
feparate fpots of ground ; they made large fires, in 
order to fee better, and left their pages in their 
quarters to take care of their horfes. They re- 
niained under arms all the night, and each was placed 
imder his own ftandard or banner. 

Towards d?y-break two Scots trumpeters fell in 
with one of the patroles, who took them, ajid 
brought them before the lords of the council, to 
whom they faid, * My Iprds, why do you w^tch 
here ? Yqu are lofing yQ.ur time ; for we fwear^ 
t>y our heads, that the Scots are on thehr march 

home 



liiome fince nudnight, and are now four or 6,t 
leagues oflF-— and they left us behind, that we might 
give you the information.* 

The Englifh faid, that it would be in vain to 
follow them, as they could never overtake them j 
but, fearing deceit, the lords ordered the trumpeters 
to clofe confinement, and did not alter the pofiticMi 
of the battalions until four o'clock. When they 
faw that the Scots were really gone, they gave per- 
miffion for each to retire to his quarters, and the 
lords held a council to confider what was to be 
done. Some of the Englifti, however, mounted 
their horfes, paffed the river, and went to the 
mountain which the Scots had quitted, and found 
more than five hundred large cattle, which the 
enemy had killed, as they were too heavy to carry 
with them, and too flow to follow them, and they 
wiflied not to let them fell into the hands 6f the 
Englifli alive. They found there alfo more than 
three hundred cauldrons, made of leather, with 
the hair on the outfide, which were hung on the 
fires full of water and meat, ready for boilings 
There were alfo upwards of a thouland fpits with 
meat on them prepared for roafting ; and more 
than ten thoufand pairs of old worn out fhoes, 
made of undreffed leather, which the Scots had 
left there. 

There were found five poor Englifli prifoners^ 
whom the Scots had bounden naked to the trees^ 
and fome of th^n had their legs broken^ they 
untied them, and fent them away, and th^i re- 
turned to the army, juft as they were fetting, out 
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on their march to England, by orders .from dio 

<u^ and council. 

Tlxey followed all that day the banners of the 

^BlHiAials, and halted at an early hour in a beautiful 

taeadj3w, where there was plenty of forage for their 

Tories; and much need was there of it, for they 

"^CTBi io weakened by famine, that they could Icarce 

T*Iic next day they decamped betimes, and took 
^P tl:ieir quarters ftill earlier, at a large monaftery 
^tl^xn two leagues of Durham. The king lay there 
"^^^ night, and the army in the fields around it, 
^'^^^'e they found plenty of grafs, pulfe, and com. 
^j^^y ranained there quiet the next day ; but the 
and loids went to fee the church of Durham. 
long paid his homage to the church and die 
baQ^opric^ which he had not before done, and gave 
'^^"S^fleB tb the citizens. 

T"hey found there all their carriages and baggage, 

^^-t^iich they had left in a wood thirty-two days be- 

f^^^^ ^t midnight, as has been related. The m- 

itints of Durham finding them there, had 

'^^Xight them away at their own coft, and placed 

J^^xini in emptf bams. Each carriage had a little 

r^^-S attached to it, that it might be known. Th« 

^^-^<is were much pleafed at finding them again. 

"^The king and nobles repbfed two days at Dur- 

and the army in its environs, for there would 

have beeii fuiBcient room to lodge them in that 

. They had all their horfes well fliod, and fet 

^^^•on their march towards York. They made 

^<A hafte, that in three days they arrived there, 
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6& 

and found the queen mother, \^ho received the 
king and nobles with great joy, as did all the ladies 
of the court and city- . . 

The king dilbanded his army, and gave permif- 
fion for every one to return to his home, and made 
many acknowledgments to the earls, barons, and 
knights, fon the ferviceS they had rendered him by 
their advice and prowefs. He kept near his perfon: 
fir John de Hainault and his company, who were 
much feafted by the queen and all the ladies. 

The knights made out their accounts for horfes, 
which had been ruined or loft, or had died, and 
gave them in to the council ; and alfo a ftatement 
of their own expenfes, which fir John de Hainault 
took upon him as his own debt towards his fol- 
lowers, for the king and his minifters could not 
immediately coUeft fuch a fum as their horfes 
amounted to j but he gave them fufEcient for their 
own expenfes, and to carry them back to their own 
country *• They were afterwards all paid within 
the year the full amount of their loffes. 

When 

1 - 1111 -^ .,^.,.. -■ 

♦ In Rymer there is an order from king Edward to hi« 
treafiirer to pay fir John de Hainault feven thoufand pounds, 
' In part of fourteen thoufand, the fubfidy for hlmferf and 
companions. Dated York, June 2B, 1327, 

In the fame year, dated July 4, W^iliam d'Irland is or- 
dered to provide carriages for fir Johj\ de Hainault and his 
company. This order, &c. is to continue in force until the 
following Michaelmas. 

There is another order to the treafurer from York, 
Augnft 20, 13*27, to pay fir John de Hainault, on his arrival 
in XiOi^don, four thoufand pounds, on account of his lofs in 

horfes^ 
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"When the Hainaulters had received their demand 
for horfes, they purchafed fmall hackneys to ride 
more at their eafe, and fent their carriages, fumpter 
horfes, trunks, and fervants, on board of two fhips, 
"which the king had provided for them, and which 
landed them at Sluys, in Flanders, 

They took leave of the king, queen, the earls 
of Kent and Lancafter, and of all the barons, who 
paid them many honours; and the king had them 
efcorted by twelve knights and two hundred men 
at arms, for fear of the archers, of whom they 
Were not well aflured, as they muft pafs through 
the bifhopric of Lincoln. 

Sir John and all his company fet out, efcorted 
as above, and by eafy journeys came to Dover, 
where they embarked on board vefTels. ready pro- 
vided for them. The Englifli who had accom- 
paxiied them took their leave, and returned to their 
homes. 

The Hainaulters, arrived at Wiffan, where they 
tarri.ed two days, in order to deck out their horfes 
^J^^ the remains of their armour ; during which 
fir John de Hainault and fome other knights 
on a pilgrimage to our lady of Boulogne. 



^*^s, and to pawn the jewels in the tower, if there were 
^ ^ fufficiency of money for the purpofe. 
-^ paflTport of the fame date, commanding none to do any 
^^^'Hn, gfc. to fir John de Hainault. 



^ -^^Xi order, figned by the king at Evefham, June 28, 1328, 
^** feven thoufand pounds to fir John de Hainault, as part 
the fourteen thoufand pounds. 
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Thty rcttimed togf ther to Hainault, when th 
feparated, and each went to his own houfe; b 
fir John went to his brother, who was at that tim^^^ 
at Valenciennes : he was received by him with grea^ 
joy, as he was much beloved by him. The lor 
of Beaumont then related to him all the abov 
mentioned hiftory. 
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CHAP, xviir. 



KING EDWARP MARRIES THE LADY PHIUPPA O 

HAINAULT. 

CHORTLY afterwards, the king, queen, the ea 
of Kent, his uncle, earl Heiuy of Lancaft' 
the earl of Mortimer, and all the barons who 
of the council, fent a bifliop*, two knights 
neretsf, and two able clerks, to fir John 

Hainan 



* Dr. Roger Northborough, bifhop of LttchEeld a 
Coventry. Ashmole. 

f On knights bannerets, tranflated from a manufcri 
which was in the Lamoignon library, but is now at Hafo 
voh iv. p. 227, firft part. 

** Knights bannerets were formerly gentlemen of gr 
power, by landed poflcffions, and vafTals, of whom t 
formed companies in times of war : they were called \> 
nerets from their having the right of bearing banners. 

** it was neceflary, in order to obtain the prerogative, 
be not only a gentleman by name and arms, but alfo to h 
fgr valTals gentlemen who would follow their banners to 
^f ars, under the command of the banneret. 

** Ducange cites an ancient manufcript ceremonialj wh__ 
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:, to beg of him to be the means that tht 
^roung king, their lord, (hould marry; and thai 
che count of* Hainauit and Holland would fend ov^ 
one of his daughters, for he would love her moie 
Nearly on his account, than any other lady. 

The lord of Beaumont feafted, and paid many 

honours to thefe melfengers and commiffioner^ from 

the Engliih king* He then took them to Valei^ 

cnennes, where his brother received them right 

faonourablyy and gave them fuch fumptuous enter- 

^ainments, as would be tirefome to relate. 

'When they had told the caufe of their miffion, 
die count faid he gave many thanks to the king, 
•qtteen, and the lords by whofe counfel they werfc 
ient thither, to do him fo much honour, and who 
fuch an occafion had fent fuch able men, that he 
►ft willingly complied with their requeft, if th^ 
pope and the holy church of Rome were agreeable 
^o the demand. 

This anfwer was fiilly fatisfaflory to them, and 
TOey immediately difpatched two of the knights and 
tne clerks to the pope at Avignon, to entreat his 
"ifpenfation and confent to this marriage ; for with- 
^^^ the pope's difpenfation it could not be done, en 
^^^o\int of their near relationfliip, being in tfre 

♦^^^nts out the manner of making a knight banneret, and the 
^^^ber of men he was to have follow him. 

* Knights bannerets, according to father DanieU do n6t 

Ppear in our hiftory before Philip Auguftus ; they conti^ 

_^^d until the fopmation of companies of ordonnance by 

o.arles the Seventh ; and from that period there were no 

^^ger any banners cr knights bannerets," 
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third degree connefted, for their two mothers wen^'^ 
coufins german, being the iffue of two brother^' 
•As foon as they came to Avignon their buiinefc - 
was done, for the pope and the college gave theEi::^ 
confent.moft benignantly. 
• When thefe gentlemen were returned to ValeEr=3 

dennes from Avignon with all their bulls, tl u 

anarriage was direftly fettled and confented to ^=di 
each fide, and immediate preparations were mi ^^Ic 
.for the drefs and equipage of fuch a lady, who \0^as 
to be the. queen of England* She was then m^au*- 
jried by virtue of a procuration, which the king oi 
England had fent thither, and went on board a flrsi^ 
at Wiffah, and landed at Dover with all her fuS^^^ 
Her uncle, fir John de Hainault, conduded her ^ 
London, where fhe was crowned ; and there w^^ 
great crowds of the nobility, and feaftings, to^m. 
naments, and fumptuous* entertainments every dL^ 
which lafted for three weeks. 

After fpme days fir John took his leave, and 
out with his company richly loaded witH jevr' « 
which had been prefented to them from diffeMC" 
. quarters. 

But few of her countrymen remained with 
young queen; among whom was a youth ca» 
Wantelet de Manny, to attend on and carv^ 
her, who performed afterward fo many gall 
deeds of arms, in fuch various different places, 
they are not to be counted. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

ROBERT, KING OF SCOTLAND, DIES. 

^A FTER the Scots had in the night quitted the 
mountain, where the young king Edward and 
the nobles of England had held them befieged, as 
you have before heard, they marched twenty-two 
leagues from that defert country without^ halting, 
and crofTed the Tyne pretty near to Carlifle, where, 
by the orders of the chiefs, all diftanded, and 
went to their own homes. 

Shortly afterward fome t)f the lords ahd barons 
fo eameftly folicited the king of England, that a 
truce was agreed on between the two kings for 
Aree years. 

During this truce, it happened that king Robert^ 

of Scotland, who had been a very valiant knight, 

xvaxed old, and was attacked with fo fevere an 

iilnefs *, that he faw his end was approaching ; he 

therefore fummoned together all the chiefs and 

barons, in whom he mod confided, and, after 

having told them, that he fliould never get the 

better of this ficknefs, he commanded them, upon 

their honour and loyalty, to keep and preferve 

faithfully and entire the kingdom for his fon David, 

3ind obey him and crown him king when he was of 

;a proper age, and to marry him with a lady fuitable 

to his ftation. 



* La ^rojfe maladie-Aej^rofj, 
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He after that called to him the gallant lord Jfameli 
Douglas, and faid to him, in prefence of the others^ 
* My dear friend lord James Douglas, you know 
that I have had much to do, and have fuffere4 
many troubles, during the time I have lived, tQ 
fupport the rights of my crown : at the time that 
I was mof( occupied, I made a vow, the nonaccom« 
plifhmeat of which gives me much yneafineis.-w-I 
vowed, that, if I could finiih my wars in fuch ^ 
manner, that I might have quiet to govern peace-r 
ably, I would go and make war againft the enemies 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, J^d the adverfaries of 
the Chriftian faith. To this point my heart has*^ 
always leaned ; but our Lord was not willing, and 
gave me fo much to do in my lifetime, and this laft 
expedition has lafted fo long, followed by this heavy 
licknefsjj that, fince my body cannot accompli0) 
what my heart wiflies, I will fend my heart in the 
(lead of my body to fulfil my vow. And, as I do 
not know any one knight fo gallant or enterprifing, 
or better formed to complete my intentions than 
yourfelf, I beg and entreat of you, dear and fpeciaj 
friend, as earneftly as I can, that you would have 
the goodnefs to undertake this expedition for the 
}ove of me, and to acquit my foul to our Lord and 
Saviour ; for I have that opinion of your noblenefs 
and loyalty, that, if you undertake it, it cannot 
fail of fuccefs— and I fliall die . more contented ; 
but it mufl be executed as follows. 

* I will, that, as foon as I fliall be dead, you take ' 
my heart from my body, and have it well em* 
balmed ; you will alfo tak^ as piych pioney from 

my 
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ft^y treafury as will appear to you foMcient to per* 

fo^isi your journey, as well as for all thofe whom 

^<^>%i may choofe, to take with you in your train} 

yc>iu w9I then depofit your charge at the Holy 

jS^^jmlchre of our Lord, where he was buried, fince 

f^^ body cannot go there. You will not be fparing 

i>^ expence--and provide yourfelf with fuch conw 

p^uiy and fuqh things as may be fuitable to yotrf 

t^Uifc — ^and wherever you pafs, you will let it be 

^^Jiown, that you bear the heart of king Robert of 

Scotland^ which you ar^ carrying beyond feas bf 

his command, fince bis body cannot go thithen' 

AU thofe prefent began bewailing bitterly ; anci 
when the lord James could fpeak, h? faid, * Gallant 
and noble king, I return you a hundred thoufand 
thanks for the high honour you do me, and for th^ 
valuable and dear treafure with which you entruft 
me ; and I will moil willingly do all that you com^ 
inand me with the utmoft loyalty in my power ) 
jiever doubt it, however I may feel myfelf unworthy 
of fuch a high diiUnftion/ 

The king replied, ' Gallant knight, I thank you 
>— You promife it me then ?* 

^ Certainly, fir, moft willingly,* anfwered the 
knight. He then gave his promife upon his knight- 
hood. 

The king faid, * Thanks be to God ! for I fhall 
now die in peace, fince I know that the moft valiant 
?ind accompliftied knight of my kingdom will per^ 
form that for me, which I am unable to do for 
myfelf/ 

Soon 
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. Soon afterwards the valiant Robert Bruce, king ; 
of Scotland, departed 4:his, life, on the 7th of No- - 
yember^ 1^2'/. His heart was embalmed, iand'hi»-« 
body buried in the monaftery of Dunfer^llift^^ 

Shortly after died alfo the noble earl of Moray,^ 
who was one of the mpft gallant and powerful 
princes in Scotland: he bore for arms, argent, 
three pillows gules *. 

• Early in the fpring, the lord Jam^s Douglas, 
having made provifion of every thing that was pro- 
per for his expedition, embarked at the port of 
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• Thomas Randolph, firft carl of Moray, was very emi- 
nent in the reign of Robert Brace, who granted him the 
earldom of Moray, together with the feigniory of the lile 
of Man, as a fief, and great eftates in Scotland, about the 
year 1 3 15. He was appointed by the parliament, in 13 15* 
governor of Scotland, in the probable event of the minority 
of the fucceflbr, and entered on that office on the death of 
Robert. 

Lord Hailes fays, in his Annals of Scotland, anno 1 ^^z : 
** Randolph, in confequence of the Englifli preparations, 
afiembled an army, and advanced to Colbranfpath, on 
the frontier of Eaft Lothian ; but ^having received intel- 
ligence of the naval armament, he marched northwards, to 
provide for the defence of the interior parts of the kingdom. 
Amidft the excruciating pains of a confirmed flone, he ceafed 
not to difcharge 'the duties of his office with activity and 
vigilance. He expired on the march (lotlji July). A man 
be was, to be remembered while integrity, prudence*, and 
valour, are held in efteem among men.*' 

I have quoted the above as a more probable reafon for his 
death than the report of fome of the Chroniclers, wlio have 
faid he was poifoncd by a monk, with" the knowledge of 
Edv^ard III. Lord Hailes has added a note to this*pa(rage» 
vol. ii. p. 1461 which completely difproves it. 

Montrofe, 
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Montrofe, and failed direftly for Sluys, in Flan* 
ders, in order to learn "If any one were going 
beyond fea to Jerufalem, that he might join com- 
panies. He remained thei*e twelve days, and would 
not fet his foot on fhore, but ftaid the whole timc^ 
bn board, where he kept a magnificent table, with 
mulic of trumpets and drums, as if he had been 
the king of Scotland. His company confifted of 
one knight banneret, and feven others of the moll 
valiant knights of Scotland, without counting the 
reft of his houfehold. His plate was of gold and 
Silver, confiding of pots, bafins, porringers, <upS) 
4x)ttles, barrels, and other fuch things. He had 
likewife twenty-fix young and gallant efquires of the 
beft families in Scotland to wait on him ; and all 
thofe who came to vifit him were handfomely ferved 
With two forts of wine and two forts of fpices— I 
ttiean thofe of a certain rank. 

At laft, after flaying at Sluys twelve days, he 
ixeard that Alphonfo, king of Spain, was waging 
againfl the Saracen king of Granada. He 
onfidered, that if he fhould go thither he fhould 
ploy his time and journey according to the late 
Idng's wifhes j and when he fhould have finifhed 
trhere he would proceed further, to complete that 
Xdth which he Was charged. He made fail, there- 
fore, towards Spain, and landed firfl at Valentia ; 
thence he went flraight to the king of Spain*, who 
"Was with his army on the frontiers, very near the 
Saracen king of Granada, 

It happened, foon after the arrival of the lord 
James Douglas, that the king of Spain iffued forth 

into 
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into the field$» to make his approaches w^ietr itie 
^nemy } the king of Granada did the fame ; and 
each king could eafily diftinguifh the other's baQi- 
tiers, and they both began to fet thar armies 
in array. 

The lord James placed hinifelf and bis con^pany 
en one fide, to make better work, and a more 
powerful eflfort. 

\ When he perceived that, the battalions on each 
fide were fully arranged, and that of the king of 
Spain in motion,' he imagined they were about to 
begin the dnfet ; and as he always wiihed to be 
among the firft rather than the lafl: on fucb occa^ 
fions, he and all his company ftuck their fpurs into 
their horfes, until they were in the midft of the 
king of Granada's battalion, and made a furious 
attack on the Saracens* He thought that he Aiould 
be fupported by the Spaniards ; but in this he was 
miflaken, for not one that day followed bis e^t 
ample. The gallant knight and all his companions 
were furrounded by the enemy ; they performed 
prodigies of valour ; but they were of no avail, as 
they were all killed. It was a great misfortune that 
they were not aflifted by the Spaniards *. 

About 
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* Mariana fays, lib. xv. cap. ar, that the king of Arra* 
gOD, although joined in alliance with the king of Cadile 
againfl the Moors, did not bring his troops to ^e field. 

Lord Hailes' Annals of Scotland, anno 1330.— <* The 
detached troops fought with equal advantage, and tho 
Moorifh cavalry fled. Douglas, with his companions, 
eagerly puj^fued the ^apens* Taking thq cafket from h^s; 

neckj 
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About this dme, many of the nobles and others^ 
ddirous of a fettled peace between the Scots and 
Englifli, propofed a marriage between the young 
king of Scotland and the fitter of the king of 

neck, which contained the heart of Bruce, he threw it before 
him* and cried, ' Now pafs thou onward at thou was wonif 
and Douglas wUifoilow theti or £el* • The fugitives rallied.-^ 
Surroanded and overwhelmed by fuperior numbers^ Dong- 
las felly while attempting to refcue fir William St. Clali* of 
Roflin, who (hared his fate. Robert and Walter Logan# 
both of them knights^ were (lain with Douglas* His friend^ 
fir Wlliiam Keith, having had his arm broke, was detained 
from the battle. His few furviving companions found his 
body in the field, together with the cafket, and reverently 
conveyed them to Scotland. The remains of Douglas were 
interred in the fepulchre of his fathers, in the church <^ 
Douglas, and the heart of Bruce was depofited at Melros* 

*' His natural Ton, Archibald Douglas, erected a marble 
montiment to his memory ; but his countrymen have more 
cffeftually perpetuated his fame, by bellowing on him the 
name of ' the good fir James Douglas.' Fordun reports 
that Douglas was thirteen times defeated in battle, and 
iifty-feven times vi^orious. 

^ Perhaps my readers will not difiike to fee the portrait of 
Douglas drawn by Barbour, p. 13. 

" In vifage was he fome deal gray. 

And had black hair, as I heard fay ; 

But then of limbs, he was well madcy 

With bones great, and Shoulders braid. ^ 
. His body well made and lenzie. 

As they that faw him faid to me. 

When he was blyth, he was lovely 

And meek, and fweet in company 1 

But who in battle might him fee. 

Another countenance had he ; 

And in his fpeech he lifpt fome deal. 

But that fet him right wonder well.'' 

England. 
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England. This marriage was Concluded, and {cv 
lemnifed at Berwick^ with great feails a^d rejoidngs. 
on both fides* 



CHAP. XX. 

PHILIP OF VALOIS CROWNED KING OF FRANCE* . 

(^HARLES, king of France, fon of Philip the 
Fair, had been thrice married, and yet died 
without heirs male. The firft of his wives, a 
daughter of the count of Artois, was one of the 
moft beautiful women in the world; however, flie 
kept, her marriage vow fo ill, and behaved fo badly,, 
that fhe was long confined in prifon at Chateau 
Gaillard, before her hufband was king. 

Wheii the kingdom of France devolved upon 
him, he was crowned by the twelve peefrs of France 
and all the barons, who were not willing that fuch 
a kingdom fhould be deprived of male heirs; they 
tlierefore ftrongly recommended his marrying again; 
with which he complied, and took to wife the 
daughter of the emperor Henry of Luxembourg, 
lifter to the gallant king of Bohemia. His firft 
marriage with the lady in prifon, was difTolved by 
the pope of that day. 

By this fecond wife, the lady of Luxembourg, 
who was modeft and prudent, the king had a fon, 
who died very young, and the mother foon after- 
ward, at Iffoudun, in Berry. The caufe of tlieir 
deaths was much fufpeOied, and many were incul- 
pated in it, and privily puniflied,. 

The 



*Th^ king was afterward married a third time, xa 
tile daughter of his micle, Lewis, count of Evreux,. 
»d fitter to the king of Navarre. She was called 
queen Joan. 

She was foon afterward with child, and at the 
lame time the king fell fick on his death bed. 
When he perceived that he could not recover, he; 
ordered, that, if the child Ihould be a fon, Philip. 
of Valds, his couiin, ihould be his guardian, and 
regent of the whole kingdom, until fuch time asr 
^^ fon fhould be of age to reign ; that, if it ihould* 
happen to be a girl, then the twelve peers and 
great barons were to affembte to tdce counfel to- 
gether, and to give the kingdom to him, who ap-. 
peared to them to have the cleareft right. 

About Eafter, 1326, the king died ; and it was 
J^c>t long before the queen was brought to bed of a 
beautiful girl. 

The twelve peers and barons of France aflembled 
I^aris without delay, and gave the kingdom with 
confent to Philip of Valois. They paffed by 
the queen of England, and the king her fon, at 
thoxigh ihe was coufin german to thfe king laft 
deceafed ; for they faid, that the kingdom of France 
^^a-s of fuch great noblenefs, that it ought not td 
fall by fucceflion to a female. 

They crowned the lord Philip king of France, at 
^^eitns, the Trinity Sunday following. Immedi- 
ately he fummoned his barons and men at arms, 
^^^ Went with a powerful army to CaflTel, to make 
y^^^ upon the Flemings, efpecially thofe of Bruges, 

Yypres, 
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Yjrpi*^, and ci the Franc *, whb would not W 
Jingly obey their lord, th6 count bf Flanders, b 
vebglled ^gainft hini, and had driven him oat of tl 
country, fo that he could refide no 'Where? but 
Ghent, and thel'e tniferably enough* 

King Philip difcomfited full twelve dioiifiu 
Flemings, who had for their captain one Col 
Dannequin, a bold and courageous nian. 

'The above mentioned Flemings had put the ga 
rifon of Caflel under the cbmmand of the aforda 
towns, and at their charges, to guard the fronde 
at that place. 

I will inform you how the Flemings were d 
feated, and all through thdr own bad condu^ 
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CHAP. XXL 

TiSE BATTL5 OF CASSEL, IN JPLANUER^^ 

•pHOSE that were in the garrifon at CafleJ i 

out one day, about vefpers^ with a defign 
defeat the king aftd all his army. They march^ 
very quietly without noife in three divifions; tl 
firft of which advanced ftraight to the tents of tl 
king, and was near furpriiiiig him^ as he ^^ras ieat« 

«mA— !■ I ■ I ■ ■ I ■ I I I ■! ■ ■ I I II — W^— » I I I ■— ■^■^w^^^M^^I 

• ** Le Franc, Francofiatus, Tefra Franca. It is pi 
of French Flanders, and was yielded to the French by C 
peace of the Pyrenees ; it comprehends the baili^cks 
B^ourbourg, Bergue, Su Winox* and Furnes, and befide t 
capitKil towns of thefe bailiwicks, thofe of Dunkirk au 
Gravelines,'* Didionnaire Geographique, par Baudrka* 

9 
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^^ fupper, ais well as his whole houfehold. The 

£ec<md wex^t to the tents of the king of Bohemia, 

^Jxd almoft found him in the fame fituation. The 

^liixd divifion attacked the quarters of the count of 

Hainault, and nearly furprifed him : they preffed 

V^ra fo clofely^ that he and his people had fcarce 

"^nne to arm themielves : and the lord of Beaumont^ 

I^is brother, and |iis company, were m a fimilar 

^tuation. 

All the three divifions came fo quickly up to the 
tents, that neither the lords nor foldiers had time 
to affemble or properly arm themfelves, and they 
>vould all have been ilain, if it had not been, as it 
"^^ere, a miracle of God : but, by his grace, each 
of" thefe lords defeated their enemies, and fo com#- 
pletely, that, in the fpace of an hour, out of 
twelve thoyfand Flemings not one efcaped. Their 
captain was alfo killed. Nor did any of thefe lords 
^'eceiye any intelligence of the mother until the 
buftnefs was finiihed. 

Of all the Flemings not one turned his back j 
but they were all flaughtered on the fpot, and lay 
^ thre^ large heaps, one upon the other. Thi^ 
battle happened in the year of grace 1328, on Su 
Saxtholomew's day. 

The French came then to Caffel, and placed 
there the banners of France, the town having fur- 
I'endered to the king. Afterward Poperingue, and 
then Ypres, and all the caftlewick of Bergue^ 
*olloveed, and received Ae count JUewis their lor^t 
^^^ (wore fidelky and loyalty to him for the timt 
^^ coijie. 

"^L, I. G. Tho 
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The king foon after fet out with his troops to--^ 
wards Paris, where, and in the neighbourhood^ 
he ftaid feme time. He was much praifed an^^^ 
honoured for this enterprife, and for the fervice 
had rendered to the. count Lewis, his brother, 
lived in great profperity, and increafed the roy=sj 
I>ower. No king of France, it was faid^ had evi 
kept fo royal a ftate as king Philip. 



CHAP. XXIL 

TH£ EARL OF KENT AND SIR ROGER MORTIMER 

PUT TO DEATH. 



nrHE young king Edward of England 

governed for a long time, as you have befc^^ 
feen, by the counfels of his mother, the earl ^ 
Kent his uncle, and fir Roger Mortimer ; at laffc 
jealoufy arofe between the earl of Kent and ^ 
Roger, infomuch that fir Roger, with the confix 
of the queen mother, gave the king to underibi-3 
that the earl of Kent would fhorten his life 
poifon, if he was not upon his guard, to inh^ 
the kingdom as next heir ; for the young brotB: 
of the king^ called Johil of Eltham, was iat: 
dead** 



* Froiflart mlllakes. — ^John of ETtham lived more t 
fix years after the death of the earl of Kent. There w 
bdtde his elder brother, Thomas of Brotherton, car' 
Norfolk, .living, as weli as the two (Uleifs of the king, 

and EleancM*. 

> 
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King Edward believed thefetales but too readily, 
and ordered his udcle, the earl of Kent, to be ar- 
refted, and publicly beheaded, before any could 
come to intercede for him. The whole country 
were much concerned at it, and bore an ill will to 
the lord of Mortimer ever after* 

Not long after great infamy fell upon the queen 
mother— whether with juft caufe or not I am ig- 
norant, but it was commonly faid, that ihe was 
"With child, and in this was the lord Mortimer in« 
culpated. 

The king was likewife informed, that the lord 
!Vf ortimer had been the author of all the charges 
efpeding the earl of Kent, and confequently was 
bie author of his death, through jealoufy; and 
:i2it the whole country believed him loyal and 
oneft. 

The king then ordered the lord Mortimer to be 
nrefted and brought to London, before him and a 
eiy great number of barons and nobles of the 
calm* A knight, by the king's command, recited 
11 the deeds of the lord Mortimer, from a declara- 
on which he held in his hand. Every one was 
^dx afked, by way of counfel, what fentence (houki 
- I>aired. Judgment was foon given ; for each had 
-rfeft knowledge of the fefts, from report and 
^^>ci information. They replied to the king's 
^^ftion, that he ought to fuflfer the fame death as 
' Ijugh Spencer, which fentence had neither delay 

execution or mercy. He was immediately drawn 
>oii a hurdle through the city of London, and 
•^ced on a ladder in the midft of the n^arket-place ; 

G 2 when 
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„\9^\\en he had his private parts cut oflF^ and c^ft lato 
a fire, becailfe he had thought and a£l6d trea- 
fottably. His bddy \ras then quartered, and fent to 
the four principal cities in England ; his liead ire- 
thswied m London *. 

The king, foon after, by the advice of his coua^cil, 
ordered his mother to be confined in a goodly car\le, 
ahd gave her plenty of ladies to wait and attenA. on 
h&Ty as well as knights and efquires of honouf . He 
made heir a handfome allowance to keep aftd nEfc^^in- 
tain the ftate flie had been ufed to ; but forbid "that 
(he fhbuld ever gO out or (how herfelf abroad^ ex- 
cept at certain times, wh^ any (hows were efc^Ai- 
bited in the dburt of the caftle. 

The queen thus pafied her time theffe mee^Idy; 
and the king, her fon^ Vifited her twice or tiiri<e a 
year. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

XTNG ECWAUD PAYS HOMAGE TO ^TttE KINO Of 
FRAN'CE FOR THE DUCHY OF GUIEKNX. 

^FTER king Edward bad adminiftered thefe *>^^ 
great afts of juftice, he took new counfell^^^ 
the wifeft and beft beloved by his people. 
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* This is not coriredt.-^— His body, «fter hanging foc^ ^^ 

days and t-wo nights by the icing's fpecial command, thf^^^^ 

his favour, was granted to the Friars Minors, or Gray F^^nars, 

in London, who buried him in their church, now cr»^^" 

Chrift Church ; .whence, fhany years afterwards, i t^ ^^ 

trianflated to Wtgnujre. Ducdale^. 

^)OUt 



About a year after the coronation of ^tng Philip 
f Fr^ce, when all the barons and tenants of thQ 
rown had done him fealty and homage, except the 
oimg king Edward, who had neither appeared) 
or bad even been fummoned, the king of France, 
y the advice of his council, fent to him the lord of 
Ljicenis, the lord of 3eaufault, and two clerks 
anied in the laws, and of the pj^ami^nt of Pans, 
amed mafter Peter of Orleans, a^d mafter Peter of 
(aiiieres. 

Thefe four left Paris, and travelled on to Wifll^, 
'here they embarked, paflfed over, and landed at 
k>ver ; there they remained one whole day, wait- 
ig for the difembarkation of their horfes and bag- 
age. They then went forwards and came to 
(Tixidibr, where the king and young queen refided. 
'hey fent to inform the king of the cauie of their 
)umey ; when king Edward, to do honour to his 
oufm the king of France, invited them tp his pre- 
puce, and treated them with much favour. 

After they had delivered their n^e0age to the 
ing, he replied, that he had not then his council 
ith him, but he would fend for then?, and they 
ight now return to London, where fuch an anfwer 
>\x\d be given to them, as fhpuld be fuffident. 
TJpon hearing this, and after they had dined, to 
2!iir great fetisfadion, in the king's apartment, they 
: out, and lay that night at Coldbrppk : the neiU 
'y they arrived in London. 

The king did not delay long in* following them, 
!.( camie tp bis palace of Weftminfter, and ordered 

G 3 I his 
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his council to affemble. They fent for the melX 
fengers from France, who, when they had told wh; 
they were come, and given the letters fent by thl e 
king, their lord, withdrew. The king having afke==d 
of his council what was to be done, it was rdrolvecii:^!, 
to give an anfwer according to the ordinances 
ftyle of his predeceflbrs, and that the bifhop 
London fhould deliver it, which was done as follow 

* Gentlemen, who are come here by the cirA c rs 

of the king of France, I bid you welcome : we ha ve 

heard your fpeech, and read your letters, We e-ji- 
form you, that we advife the king, our lord, to p^^s 
over to France to fee his coufin, who fo kindly h^as 
fent to him ; and, moreover, to perform his homa^^e 
and loyalty, for in truth he is bounden to it by 
duty. You will tell the king, your lord, that < 
king and mafter will fhortly be with him, and do sbLW 
that is proper and right for him to do.' 

After the meffengers had been well entertaint 
and received many rich prefents and jewels from 
king, they took their leave, and returned to Pa' 
where they found king Philip, to whom they rela. 
all that had paffed. 

The king faid, he fhould be very happy ^^ 

receive his coufin, king Edward, whom he ■r~=iad 
never feen. 

When this ney^s was fpread over France, dul 
counts, and all the nobility, made great and 
preparations. 

The king of France fent letters to king Charli 
Bohemia and the king of Navarre, to inform 
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of the day, that the king of England was expe£ted 
to appear, and to deiire they would be prefent. 
Accordingly they came in very great magnificence. 

The king of France was advifed to receive the 
king of England in the city of Amiens. There 
were great prq)arations made to get apartments^ 
houfes, and provifion for him and his attendants, as 
well as for the kings of Bohemia and Navarre, who 
were provided for by him, and the duke of Bur- 
gundy. 

The dukes of Bourbon and Lorraine, and lord 
John of Artois, were to be there, with upwards of 
three thoufand horfe; and the king of England's 
fuite was to confift of fix hundred horfe. 

The young king did not forget, in this journey 
to i^'rance, to equip himfelf becoming his rank : he 
fet out from England, accompanied by two bifhops 
-with the bifhop of London*; four earls — Henry 
earl of Derby, his coufin german, fon of •Thomas 
earl of Lancafter, his uncle, fimamed Wryneck, 
the earl of Salifbury, the earl of Warwick, the earl 
of Hereford ; and fix barons — lord Reginald Cob- 
ham, lord Thomas Wager, the marlhal of England, 
lord Percy, the lord of Manny, lord Mowbray, and 
'ttiore than forty other nobles and knights f. 

There were upwards of a thoufand horfe attend- 
ing on and provided for by the king. They were 

• Dr. Stephen Gravefend, biftiop of London; Dr. John 
Stratford, biftiop of WInchefter ; Dr. Henry Burwafh, bilhop 
%)£ Lincoln. 

•f See Rymer» anno 13299 for the names of tbofc who 
paflfed oyer to France with king Edward. 

G4 two 
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two days in pafSng from Dover to Wiflan. Then 
the king and his company rode to Boulogne^ where 
he ftaid one day : — ^it was about mid-Auguft wheil 
the king arrived at Boulogne *. 

News being foon carried to kmg Philip^ that the 
king of England was at Boulogne, he dkedly fent 
his conftable, and a number of knights^ to meet 
him ;-^they found him at Montrieul fur Mer. After 
many congrltylations and profeffions of love, the 
king of England rode on, accompanied by the con- 
ftable, and he and all his company arrived at 
Amiens, where king Philip was in all pomp ready 
to receive him, attended by the kings of Bohemia^ 
Majorca, and Navarre, and a number of dukes^ 
counts, barons, and other nobles. . The twelve peers 
of France were alfo prefent, as well to do perfonal 
honour to the king of England, as to be witnefTes 
when he fhould perform his homage. 

The king of England was moft magnificently re- 
ceived, and he and his company remained there 
fifteen days, during which time many conferences 
were held and ordinances framed. 

It appears to me, that king Edward at that tim^ 
did homage by mouth and words, but without 
placing his hands in the hands of the king of France,^ 
or any prince, prelate, or deputy doing it for him. 
And the king of England, by the advice of hie 
council, would not proceed further in this bufinefs. 



* In Rymer there is a memorandum that the king em- 
barked at Dover for France, at mid-day, the 26th of May, 

'329- 
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undl he fliould be returned to England^ and have 
examined the privileges of old times, to clear up 
this homage, and fee by what means a king of 
England was a vaiTal to the king of France. 

The king of France replied, • Coufin, we do not 
wiih to deceive you ; what you have hitherto done 
has been very agreeable to us, and we will wait 
until you ihall have returned into your own country, 
and feen, from the deeds df your predeceflbrs^ what 
you ought to do/ 

The king of England, taking a friendly leave of 
the king of France, and of the . other princes who 
were prefent, returned to England. He journeyed 
on to Windfor, where the queen received him with 
much pleafure. She made inquiries after king 
Philip her uncle, and after her other relations ill 
France. •* 

The king, her hufband, related to her all that had 
paflfed, and the particulars of his magnificent re* 
ception, and the great honours that were paid to 
him in France; which were fuch, that no other 
country could pretend to do the like. 

It was not long before the king of France fcnt 
into England the following privy counfellors, the 
bifhops of Chartres and of Beauvais, the lord Louis 
de Clermont, the duke de Bourbon, the count de 
Harcourt, the. count de Tancarville, and other 
knights and clerks learned in the laws, to attend the 
conference that was to be holden at London on the 
fubjeO: above mentioned. 

The king of England, had examined in what 
manner his predeceflbrs had done their homage for 

what 
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trhat they heid in Acquitaine, of which they wfere 
ftyled dukes. Many in England murmured, that 
their king fliould do homage to Philip, who had 
not fo near a right to the crown of France as him- 
felf. Neither the king nor hi^ council was ignorant 
of this ;— however a great parliament and affembly 
were holden on the fubje£t of his homage. 

The ambafiadors from the king of France re- 
mained all the winter, till the month of May fol- 
lowing, without being able to obtain any definitive 
anfwer. 

At laft, the king of England, in conformity to his 
privileges, in which he put much feith, was advifed 
to write letters in the manner of patents, fealed with 
his great feal, acknowledging what fort of homage 
he owed, and ought to pay to the king of France, 
which letters were in the following terms : 

♦^ Edward, by the grace of God, king of England, 
lord of Ireland, and duke of Acquitaine, to all by 
whoni thefe prefent letters Ihall be feen and heard, 
greeting. 

*' We make known, that when we paid our 
homage to our excellent and well-beloved lord and 
coufin, Philip, king of France, at Amiens, it was re- 
quired by him of us, that we fhould acknowledge fuch 
homage to be liege, and that we, in paying him fuch 
homage, Ihould promife exprefsly to be faithful and 
true to him— which things we did not then do, as we 
were ignorant if they were due, and only paid him 
general homage in fuch terms, as faying, we 
entered into his homage in the fame manner as our 
predeceffors, the dukes of Guienne, hjid in former 

days 



9^ 
days entered into homage to the kings of France^ 
who, for that time were ; and being fince better ift- 
formed as to the truth, acknowledge by thefe pre- 
i&aiSj that the homage, which we paid to the king 
6f France in the city of Amiens, by general wordsi 
was^ is, and ought to be confidered as liege homage^ 
and that we owe him loyalty and truth, as duke of 
Acquitaine, peer of France, earl of Poitou and 
Montrieul ; and we promife to bear him loyalty and 
truth. That from henceforward no more difputesmay 
arife, we promife for ourfelves and our fucceiTors, 
dukes of Acquitaine, that the above mentioned ho« 
mage ihall be performed in the manner following* 

^ The king of England, as duke of Acquitaine, 
ihall hold his hands in the hands of the king of 
France ; and the perfon who fliali addrefs his fpeech 
to the king of England as duke of Acquitaine, and 
who fhall fpeak for the king of France, ihall fay 
thus : You become liegeman to fhe king my lord, 
here prefent, as duke of Acquitaine, and a peer of 
France, and you promife to bear him faith and 
loyalty-^Say Yea : and the king of England, duke 
of Guienne, as well as all their fucc^ifors, ihall fay 
Yea : and then the king of France ihall receive the 
king of England, duke of Guienne, by feith and 
mouth, faving any other their reciprocal rights. 

*' Moreover, when the faid king and duke ihall 
enter upon his homage to the king of France for the 
earldoms of Poitou and Montrieul, he ihall put his 
hands into the hands of the king of France for the 
earldoms of Poitou and Montrieul ; and the perfon 
who ihall fpeak for the king of France ihall addrefs 

thefe 
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th^fe words to the king as earl, aiid fay as folIo\^^: 
You become liegeman to the king of France, . my 
lord, here prefent, as earl of Poitou and Montrieul, 
and you promife to be faithful and loyal to him«-« 
Say Yea : and the king, as count of PcHtou and 
Montrieul, fliall fay Yea : and then the king of 
France (hall receive the faid king and eari as Uege* 
man by faith and mouth, faving any other his right. 
And in this manner fhall ail future homages be paid. 
For this caufe we deliver over for us and for our 
fucceffors, dukes of Guienne, after homages done, 
letters patent, fealed with our great feal, if the king 
of France (hall require it ; and with this we jlromife 
to keep on oqr faith the peace and concord moll 
amicably between the kings of France and the above 
mentioned kings of England, dukes of Guienne *." 
Thefe letters were carried to France by the afore- 
faid lords, and the king of France ordered them to 
be preferved in his chancery. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

ROBERT, COUNT d'aRTOIS, BANISHED FRANCE. 

T> OBERT, count d'Artois, was the man above 

all others, who had moft aflifted kiag Philip 

to gain poffeffion of the crown : he was one of the 



* See the copy of the original inftrument of the homage^ 
and the wifneflcs to it, in Rymer, anno 1329. Alfo another, 
of which this in Froifl^rt feems a copy, figned at £Ithains 
March 31,1331, 

wifeft 
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vifeft and greatefl; barons in France, of the higheft 
botlky being defcended from kings. His wife was 
fitter geunan to Philip, whofe fpedal companion and 
inend he had been in all his fortunes ; and- for the 
fpace of three years he managed every thing in 
France — ^fo that nothing was done without hk 
knowledge. 

It hi^>pened afterward that king Philip took a 
violent hatred againfl the lord Robert, on account 
of a fuit, which was brought before him, that re* 
^rded the county of Artois; and the faid lord 
Robert was delirous of obtaining it by means of a 
letter that he produced, and which, by all accounts, 
was forged. 

Had he been arrefted in the firft movements of 
the king's anger, he would infallibly have bec^n put 
to death ; he therefore thought it prudent to quit the 
kingdom of France, and go to his nephew, earl John« 
at Namun 

The king ordered his fifler, wife of lord Robert, 
and her two fons, his nephews, John and Charles, to 
be arrefled and fhut up in a clofe prifon, out of 
which he fwore they fhould never come as long 
as he lived ; and fince that time, though many fpoke 
in their behalf, they had not greater liberty, foif 
which he was afterward much blamed behind his 
back. 

The king, in his warmth, fent to Raoul, bifhop of 
Liege, begging of him to challenge and make war 
i^)on the earl of Namur, if he did not put away the 
lord IloBert from his court. 

The bifliop, who k)ved exceedingly the king of 
3FVanoe, and little refpe&ed his neighbours, did im- 
mediately 
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mediately as the king defired. The earl of Nart: 
was therefore advifed to fend away the lord 
which he did much againft his inclinations. 

Lord Robert then went to his coufin, the duke 
of Brabant) who received him with great joy, andl 
gave him every comfort. 

As foon as the king of France knew it, he fent to 
fay, that, if he fupported him, or fufffered him to re- 
main in his territories, he fhould not have a worfe 
enemy than himfelf, and that he would opprefs him 
by every means in his powen 

The duke, upon this, fent him very privately to 
Argentau, imtil he Ihould know in what manner the 
king would take it. 

The king, who had fpies every where, was foon 
informed of what had paflTed in Brabant j and was 
fo vexed, that he ftimulated by money the king of "^^j 
Bohemia, who was coufm gei*man to the duke,, the .^ar e 
bifhop of Liege, the archbifhop of Cologne, the ^^^e 
duke of Gueldres, the marquis of Juliers, the earl of "i^)/ 
Bar, the lords of Los and Fauquemont, and many-^^-^v 
other lords, who were foon allied together againltaFi-ft 
the duke, whom they challenged, and entered hi^SLf i$ 
territories near Efbaing. They advanced as. hx 
Hannut, and burnt the country at two . differenr. 
times, according to their pleafure* 

The king of France fent with them the earl 
Eu,. his conilable^ with a great company of men. SM^srat 
arms* 

Ttie earl .William of Hainault then thought £- it 
time to interfere, and fent the countefs. Ids lad; 
who was fifter to king Philip, and the lord of 
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moxfi^' his brother, to France, to intercede vnth the 
B=9^ for a refpite and truce between him and the 
:3uke of Brabant* 

The king made many difficulties, but at laft con<^ 
Sented, upon condition, that the duke fliould fub- 
xiit himfelf to whatever he and his council might 
^dge proper for him to do towards the king of 
B*rance, and towards thofe lords, who had waged 
i^rar againfl: him. 

He was alfo ordered, to difmifs the lord Robert 
From his territories within a certain time, which he 
%srzs forced to perform, though much againft his 
%yill *. 



CHAP. XXV. 

KING EDWARD TAKES THE CITY OF BERWICK. 

"you have heard related all that pafled between 
the Englifli and Scots, during the three years that 
the truce lafted : — and for one year more the two 
nations were at peace. This had not happened be- 
fore for two hundred years, during which they had 
been conftantly at war with each other. 

It felloout that king Edward was informed, that 
the young king David of Scotland, who had mar- 
ried his lifter, kept poffeffion of Berwick, which of 
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* For further particmlars refpcding Robert d'Artois, his 
crimes, trials &c.» fee the 8th and loth volumes of the M6? 
moirs de l^Academte des Infcriptionsy Scc.f where there-are 
three interefting memoirs concerning him by M. Lanceloir, 
very different from this account of FroifTart, or rather of 
John k BcK They are too long to be ittferted as notc& * 

right 





right belqnged to his kingdom^ and whidi Joig^^ 
Edward, his anceftor, had held, and the king Ksm 
father alfo, very peaceably, for a long time after- 
ward. He vn^ alfo informed, that the kingdom o 
Scotland was dependant on his crown as a fief, and 
that the young king of Scots, his brothar-ki-Iaw, 
had never acknowledged- it, or done homage for it. 

The king of England therefore fent ambiJfadors 
to the king of Scots, to requeft, that he would 
withdraw his people from the city of Bermdk,4and 
ghre htm pofleffion of it, as it was his jufl: inhe'* 
ritance, and had always appertained to the kii^s of 
England his predeceffors. They alfo fummoned 
him, to come and do his homage for the kingdom 
of Scotland, which he ought to hold from the 
crown of England as a fief. 

The king of Scotland took the advice and 
oplmons of his council and chief barons, and made 
this reply to the ambaffadors : , 

^ My lords, I and my barons marvel greatly at 
the claim you have preferred ; for we do not find, 
that any of our anceflors acknowledged the king* 
dom of Scotland as a fief^ or in any ways iubjeft to 
the crown of England, either by homage or other- 
wife : my lord, the king, our father, of happy; flier 
mory, would never do homage to any preceding 
kings of England, whatever wars may have been 
made on the fubjeO: — ^neither have I any intention 
or inclination to do it. 

* As for the town of Berwick, king Robert, our 
father, conquered it from the late king of England 
by open war, and kept poffeffion of it during his Itfe- 

10 tim 
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Us his true heritage — ^I alfo hope and mean to 
poffeffion of it, and fliall do every thing in my 
for that end. 
* I fliall requeft of you, that you would have the 
oodnefs to entreat the king, whofe fitter we have 
x^ianied, that he would allow us to enjoy the fame 
liberties as our anceftors have done, and to keep 
'^Rrhat our father won and held peaceably all his life ; 
^md that he would not liften to any evil counfellors ; 
^or, if any other prince (hould wifli to do us wrong, 
le ought to aid and defend us, from the love he 
-Miuft bear to his filler, our queen.' 

The ambaffadors replied, ' Sir, we have well heard 
■your anfwer, and will report it to the king, our lord, 
5n the manner you have told it to us.' 

They then took their leave, and returned to their 
lung, to whom this anfwer was not very agreeable. 
He fummoned to a parliament to be holden at 
London, barons, knights, and counfellors, from the 
chief towns in the kingdom, to have their advice in 
the prefent ftate of affairs. 

During the term of parliament, the lord Robert 
of Artois arrived in England, difguifed as a mer- 
chant. The king received him very kindly, ap- 
pointed him one of his counfellors, and afligned to 
him the earldom of Richmond, which had belonged 
to his anceftors*. 

When 



* This fcems to be a conQderable ml (lake ; for the earl- 
dom of Rtchmondj according to Dugdale^ had been in the 
family of the dukes of Britany a long time. 
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When the day of the meeting of parli$mmt fai|if» 
an4 the chiefs of the country were affembl^ vm 
London, the king ordered what he had writtej^t tpt 
the king of Scotland to be read^ and the ^wtr to 
it from that king. He then defired they WP9^ 
give him fuch advice, that the dignity of hi3 ci^WH 
might be preferved. 

After they had confulted together, it appeared tQ 
them, that the king could no longer with honom 
§ndurQ the wrongs which the king of Septs di4 tQ i 

hifn ; and they offered him fuch advice, that he im« 
mediately gave orders for every preparation to b^ t 

made, not only to enable him to regain the good J! 

town of Berwick, but to penetrate into Scotlwd 4^ 

with fo powerful an army, that the king of 3cot^ ,^ 
k^nd ihould think himfelf happy, if pe^outted tq do <3:ic 
his homage, and make fatisfaftion. They a^dedt « JL 
that they were willing and defirous to stccompilix ^J^J 
him in this expedition. 

The king gave them many thanks for thdr wUillg- « 
nefs to affift him, and begged of them to b^ xs/^j.^^ 



" In the id of Edward III. John duke of Bricany ebtaia^csK^ in* 
ed leave to grant the earldom of Richmond^ with the caftler^^JKet 
soidlikewife the caflle of Bowes^ unto Arthu^t hisit>rp|h«bfi^.jier 
and heir. On the death of this John, John de PreQ^ fyn or:^ q£ 
Arthur, did homage for this earldom of Richmond.— H^E^-Efe 
died the i6thof May, in the 15th of Edward III. Joh^KzMLn 
duke of Britany, and earl of Monfort, foon after this CTerw- :=nc 
did his homage for it. It continued in this family UJQtS" .-^tii 
John, furnamed the Valiant, united himfelf to the king ^ of 
France, contrary to his allegiance, and forfeited it in ttXI -he 
fecond year of Richard II.'' Dugdale's Baronage, vol. — .1. 
p. 46. 



^9 
^flid properly prepared, according to their different 
.jfmks, to meet him at Newcaftle upon Tyne by a 
4]ay fixed. 

Each returned to his home to make preparations. 

TThe king was not idle ; and fent other ambaffadors 

^o the king of Scotland, his brother-in-law, to give 

liim public notice, and, if he had not altered his 

mind, to bid him defiance. 

The day fixed on drew near ; king Edward and 
all his hoft came to Newcaftle upon Tyne, and 
waited there three days for the rear and followers 
of his army. The fourth day he advanced with his 
whole army tovirards Scotland, and paffed over the 
lands of the lords Percy and Neville, who are two 
great barons in Northumberland, and marched for- 
ward to meet the Scots. Lord Roos, lord Mowbray, 
and lord Lifle, did the fame. 

The king with his army drew towards the town p^ 

Berwick ; for the king of Scotland had not fent any 

other anfwer by the fecond ambaffadors, than he 

. did by the firft; therefore he had been publicly 

fummoned, and defied. 

The king advanced with his army, and entered 
Scotland. He was advifed not to ftop at Berwick, 
but to march forward, and bum the country, as his 
grandfather had done before ; he therefore marched, 
and deftroyed in this excurfion all the plain country, 
and ruined many towns that were enclofed with 
dykes and palifades. He took the ftrong caftle t£ 
Edinburgh, and placed his own garrifon therein. 

He paffed the fecond river in Scotland below 
Dunfermline} and his people over-ran the wholo 

H 2 country 
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country as far as Scone, and deftroyed the gOod^ 
town of Dunfermline, but touched not the abbey^ 
for the king had ftriflily forbidden it. 

They conquered the country as far as Dundee, 
and took Dumbarton, a very flrong caftle on the 
borders of the Highlands, whither the king, and 
the queen, his confort, had retired*. No one 
dared to oppofe the Englifli ; for the Scots had all 
retreated to the forefts of Jedworth, which are im- 



• " Edward appears to have been at Belford on his march 
northward, 7th May ; Faedera, torn. iv. p. 557. So that it 
is probable, that, in a day or two after, he came to Berwick, 
FroifTart relates, that Edward leaving Balliol with his forces 
before Berwick, invaded Scotland, wafted the country, pene- 
trated as far north as Dundee, and from thence marched 
acrofs the ifland to the neighbourhood of Dumbarton ; that 
he took the caftles of Edinburgh and Dalkeith, and placed 
garrifons in them ; and that, after having employed fix 
Yionths in this expedition, he returned to the fiege of Ber- 
wick. This ftory has been tranfcribed by divers hiftorians, 
who could not diftinguilh when FroifTart was well informed, 
and when not. 

" FroifTart has placed in 1333 events, which, as to many 

particulars, occurred afterwards. This courfe ofjix months 

IS an impoflibility ; for Edward did not come to the fiege of 

Berwick before May, and the place furrendered on the 20th 

of July. Befides, it appears from the Faedera, torn, iv. 

pp. 558, 564, that Edward was in the neighbourhood of 

Berwick May 27th and 30th, the 2d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 26th 

■June, and the 2d, 6th, and 15th of July ; fo that he never 

could have beei\ three weeks abfent; and, indeed, it is not 

.probable that he was ever abfent from the fiege. An in- 

vafion of Scotland at that time could have ferved n© purpofe 

of conqueft, and, by dividing the army, might have had 

fatal confequences." Lord Hailes' Annals. 

8 peae- 
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;i)enetrable, except to thofe well acquainted with the 
^:ountry. They had carried all their moveables 
"^th them, and placed them in fafety, and held not 
"vhat was left behind of any account. 

It was not to be wondered that the Scots were thus 
difmayed ; their king was but about fifteen years 
old ; the earl of Moray was ftill younger ; and a 
"youth, named William Douglas, nephew of him 
"v^ho was killed in Spain, was of a fimilar age : fo 
that the kingdom of Scotland was deftitute of good 
captains. 

When the king of England had run over and 
icoured the plains of Scotland, and had remained 
there for three months, not feeing any come to 
oppofe him, he garrifoned many caftles which he 
had taken, and thought by their means to make 
"war upon all that remained. He then made a 
handfome retreat towards Berwick, and in his way 
he took the caftle of Dalkeith, which was the pa- 
trimony of the earl of Douglas, fituate five miles 
from Edinburgh ; he appointed a governor, with a 
good garrlfon. By fhort marches he came before 
the good town of Berwick, which is fituate at the 
end of Northumberland, at the entrance into Scot- 
land. 

The king furrounded it on every fide, and faid he 
would never quit the fpot, until he had reduced it, 
or the king of Scotland came to force him to raife 
the fiege at the head of hi§ army. It was well fup- 
plied with provifion, and had a good garrifon of 
men at arms from the king of Scotland, and, be- 
fides, was partly furrounded by an arm of the fea, 

H 3 There 
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There were aflaults and fldrmiflies every day b«* 
fore the walls of the town, for thofe of the garrifoH 
refufed to' furrender themfelves unconditionsdyiy^ 
expeding fuccour to arrive, m which, hoWe^^^ 
they were difappointed. 

True it is that fome Scottifli knights formed an 
expedition to attack the Englifli camp in the 
evenings, or before day-break ; but they made Kttle 
impreflion, for the Englifli army was fo much on 
it's guard, that the Scots could not make any attack « 
with efFeft, or without lofs of men. 

When thofe who were withih the town faw that 
they had not any hopes of afiiftance, that their pro- 
vifion began to fail, and that they were fo clofely 
befieged by fea and land that nothing could enter, 
they began to treat with the king ; who was prayed 
to grant them a truce for one month, upon condi- 
tion, that, if within that time, neither king David, 
their lord, nor any one from him, fhould come with 
a fuflScient force to raife the (iege, they fhould fur* 
render up the town, upon having their lives and 
fortunes fpared, and the foldiers liberty to return 
whither they would into their own country, with* 
out lofs or hindrance. 

This treaty, however, was not immediately con» 
eluded, for the king was d^firous of avoiding any 
conditions, to punifti thofe who had held out fa 
cbftinately againft him ; at lafl: he was perfuaded to 
it, by the 'advice of his council, and particularly of 
the lord Robert d'Artois, who took a great deal of 
pains to bring it about. He had accompanied the 
Jdng in this expedition j and being always xiear hi» 

per* 
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peribn, had ofttti told him, from the opinions of fe« 
veral lawyers, that the crown of France belonged to 
hirti by right of blood, as he was the imrtiediate heir, 
by his mother, to the laft king. The lord Robert 
was an:doas for the king's leavinsr Scotland, in 
hopes that he would carry his arms into France. 

By thefe and fuch like fpeeches the king was in- 
duced to confent-to the ratification of the treaty of 
Berwick. 

The Berwickers made the king of Scotland and 
his council acquainted with their diftrefsfiil fituationi 
who, after much confideration, could not find out 
any means to fend them fuccours or afli fiance : the 
town of Berwick was therefore furrendered to the 
king at the end of the month, as well as the caflle, 
which Was very handfome and flrong, and flood 
Wkhoilt the towfi. 

The marshals of the army took pofTeffion of them 
both^ in the name of the king. The citizens then 
came out to fwear homage and fidelity to king Ed- 
Ward, and to acknowledge, that they held the town 
from him. 

The king 'made his public entry into Berwick 
with great pomp, and founding of trumpets, and 
tarried there twelve days. He appointed as go- 
vernor thereof a knight called fir Edward Balliol, 
with whom he left, when he quitted Berwick, many 
young knights and efquires, to afTifl him in keeping 
th^ cbtiquefls he had made from the Scots, and to 
^uard the frontiers. 

The king and all his people then returned towards 
London, and he gave full liberty for every man to go 

H4 to 
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to his own home. He himfelf went to Windfor,. 
where he chiefly refided, and the lord Robert ac- 
companied him, who never ceafed, day or night, 
from telling him how juft his right was to the crown 
of France ; to which the king opened a willing ear, 
and thought of it with much fatisfaSion. 

Thus ended the king's expedition againfl: the 
king of Scots. He deftroyed the greateft part of 
the country, and took many more forts than his 
people had achieved from the Scots for a long time. 
He placed in them feveral able and expert knights 
and efquires ; among whom were fir William Mon- 
tacute and fir Walter Manny, who made many fevere 
Ikirmifhes and attacks upon the Scots, and, accord- 
ing to cuftom, were always viftorious. 

In order the better to fecure their entrance and 
retreat from Scotland, and to harafs the country, fir 
William Montacute fortified the tower of Roxburgh, 
upon the borders of Scotland, and made it a flrong 
caflle, able to refill any attack. He gained fo much 
favour by his enterprifes, that the king created him 
earl of Salifbury, and married him to a noble and 
honourable lady. The lord of Manny alfo, who 
was knigl^ted on this expedition, was nominated a 
privy counfellor, and highly advanced at court. 

True it is, that the Scots did greatly diflurb the 
Englifh : they kept themfelves in the wild parts of 
Scotland among marfhes and forefts, where no one 
could follow them, and haraffed the Englifh fo con- 
flantlv, that there were fkirmifhes almofl every day j 
in one of which the earl of Salifbury lofl an eye, by 
his too great boldnefs. 

In 



In the fai?ie forefts, where the Scots now hid 
themfelves, the gallant king Robert had been forced 
to feek refuge, when king Edward, grandfather to 
the prefent king, over-ran and conquered the Scot- 
tilh realm : and many times was he fo hard driven, 
that he could find none in his kingdom who dared 
to lodge him, or give him fuccour from any caftle 
or fortrefs, through fear of this king Edward. 

The gallant Robert, after the king had returned 
to England, coUeded his people together where he 
could find them, and reconquered his caftles, for- 
^effes, and cities, even as far as Berwick ; fome by 
force of arms, others by fair fpeeches, and through 
^ffeftion. 

When king Edward heard of this he was forely 
Vexed, and fummoned his hoft, and never ceafed 
^ritil he had difcomfited the Scots, and reconquered 
^*^e kingdom. 

Thus it happened between thefe two kings : and 
^ have heard it related, that king Robert recovered 
^is kingdom five different times. 

In fuch manner did thefe two kings, who were 

looked upon as the two mod gallant knights of their 

^J^e, bear themfelves, until the death of king Ed- 

^^^rd, at Burgh on the Sands. 

' \Vhen he perceived he could not recover, he 

^^lled to him his: eldeft fon, who Was afterward 

^ttg, and made him fwear, in prefence of all 

^i^ barons, by the Saints, that, as foon as he 

**>ovild be dead, he would have his body boiled 

*^ a large cauldron until the flefli fhould be fe- 

P^^sted from the bones j that he would have the 

flefh 
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flefii buried and the bones preferved; and that 
every time the Scots (hould rebel againft him, he 
■would fummon his people, and carry with him the 
bones of his father ; for he believed moft firmly, 
that, as long as his bones fhould be carried againft 
the Scots, thofe Scots would never be viftorioiis. 
His fon, however, did not fulfil what he had fwom; 
but had his father carried to London and buried— 
for which much evil befel him, as you have before 
heard. 




CHAP. XXVL 

KING PHILIP OF FRANCE AND SEVERAL OtHfi: 
KNIGHTS PUT ON THE CROSS. 

A BOUT this time king Philip of France (juitte< 

f^aris, accompanied by the king of Bohei 
the king of Navarre, and a numerous company 
dukes, earls, and other lords — for he kept a fum] 
tuous table, and at a great expenfe — to vifit 
kingdom. After paffing through Burgurtdy, 
came to Avignon, where he was moft honourabl 
received by pope Benedi£t, and by all the collej 
of cardinals, who treated him as magnificently < 
they could. He remained fome time with the hoi 
fether and the cardinals, and was lodged at Villi 
iieuve, out of the town. 

The king of Arragon came alfo at this tiriiie »^ ^6 
the court of Ronle, to witnefs thefe entertainmentJP"-*^- 
There were great feafts and folemnities at the^^^ 
meetiiig, and they all remained there the who^=^3)le 
of Lent. 

WhiL^ilft 
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Whilft they were there, certain intelligence came 
to the court of Rome, that the enemies of God 
'were marching in great force againft the Holy Land^ 
and had reconquered almoft the whole kingdom of 
RalTe *, and taken the king, who had been baptifed^ 
and put him to the moft cruel death. The infidels 
alfo threatened the holy church, and all Chrifteo- 
dom. 

The holy father preached, on the facred feftival 

of Good Friday, before thefc two kings, on the 

fuflferings of our Saviour, and exhorted them greatly 

to put on the crofs againft thefe Saracens. The 

king of France was fo much aflFefted, that he took 

"^^Vie crofs, and entreated the pope to grant him hi^ 

^cnfent, which he did, and confirmed it by giving 

l^im abfotution for all fins and faults, if confeiTed 

^nd truly repented of, and the fame to all thofe 

Xrho fhould accompany him in this holy expedition. 

The kings of Bohemia and Navarre, and the 

Ising of Arragon, put on the crofs, as well as a 

number of dukes, barons, and other nobles, whey 

'Were there : the cardinals of*Naples, of Perigord^ 

of Ofiia, and the cardinal j^anc, adopted it alfo. 
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• ^uery if not R-afcre, RaTcia, which is a countif'y m 
Turkey in Europe. It is the nbrtheiii part of Servia^ and 
takes k's name from the river Which empties itfelf into the 
Morawe. It's principal towns are^ Belgrade,- Semendrie^. 
and Galombaz. This country had formerly kings of it's 
own. AuDRAM, Die. Geo. 

Raflc may alfo be miftaken for Lyasy in Armenia, where 
Gaffiimis, king of Tharfis, and fevcn thoufand Chriftians^ 
were j}aia by the Pagans ai>ottC this period* Barnes, p. 56. 

The 
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The croifade was preached and pubKfhed over 
the world, which gave much pleafure to many, 
efpecially to thofe who wiflied to fpend their time 
in feats of arms, and who at that time did not know 
where otherwife to employ themfelves. 

After the king of France and the lords above 
named had pafled a confiderable time with the pope, 
and had fettled and managed the bufinefs, they 
took their leave and departed. 

The king of Arragon returned into his own 
country. The king of France and his company 
went to Montpelier, where they remained a long 
time. During his (lay there king Philip completed 
the peace which was in agitation between the kings 
of Arragon and Majorca. 

After having finifhed this, he fet out on his re* 
turn towards Paris, by fhort days journeys, and. at 
much expenfe, vifiting his towns and caftles, of 
which he had great numbers. He paffed through 
the provinces of Auvergne, Berry, Beauce, and 
Gatinois, and came to Paris, where he was received 
with much joy. 

The kingdom of France was at that time power- 
ful, rich, and compaft, the inhabitants at their eafe,^ 
^and wealthy, and no talk of war. 

This croifade, which the noble king of France=^ 

had undertaken to lead beyond fea, and of which 

he had declared himfelf the chief, was followed by — 
many lords, and by fome of them through devotion,..- 
King Philip made the greateft and mod magni — — 
ficent preparations that were ever feen to pafs ,th( 
feas J— thofe of the time of Godfrey of Boulogne, 
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or any others, were not to be compared to them* 
He had engaged and placed in the diflferent ports 
of Marfeilles, Aiguefmortes, and Narbonne, and 
in the neighbourhood of Montpelier, fuch a quan- 
tity of fliips, carracks, galleys, and barges, as 
might tranfport forty tlioufand men at arms and 
their (lores. He laid in a large ftock of bifcuit, 
wines, frefh water, fait meat, and all other provi- 
fions, in fuch plenty, that there might be fufEcient, 
even if they remained there three years. 

He fent ambafladors to the king of Hungary, 
who was a right valiant man, to requeft, that he 
w^ould make himfelf ready, and open his country 
to the pilgrims of God. 

The king of Hungary confented to it, and 
Very willingly returned him anfwer, that he was 
pJ^epared. 

In the fame manner the king fent information of 
^t to the king of Cyprus, Hugh de Lufignan, and 
^Q the king of Sicily, who made to this end the 
'^eceflary preparations. 

The king fent alfo to the Venetians, to beg that 
^Oeir frontiers might be opened, and fufficient 
K^a-rds and provifions collefted, which they com- 
plied with, as did the Genoefe, and all that coaft, 
;^e difpatched the great prior of France into the 
^^^aid of Rhodes to make preparations there ; and 
*^^ knights of St. John made an agreement with the 
^netians for them to vidual the ifland of Candia, 
ch was under their dependance. In fhort, there 
proper provifions made every where to receive 

the 



the pilgrims of God ; and upwards of three hun- 
dred thoufand perfons put on the crofs, to under- 
take this holy voyage beyond fea* 

« 
LLLU^..l H i.. i -l„ ' .Ul g 

CHAP, xxvir. 

l^WG EDWARD IS ADVISED BY HIS COUNCI?. TO 
MAKE WAR AGAINST KING PHILIP OH FRANCE. 

AT the time when nothing but this croifade wa* 

talked of, the lord Robert d'Artois was in ^ 
England, very near the king's perfon, whom h( 



was continually advifing to make war upon the kin; 
of France for wrongfully withholding his inheritanc 
from him. 

The king held many councils upon this fubje6tr 
and confulted with his moft fpecial and privy co 
feUors by what meajis he could maintain his righ 
for he would gladly amend himfelf if he knew ho 
The queftion was argued, fuppofing he (hou 
demand his right, and it was refufed, as it was p: 
bable it would be, and he afterwards to fit qui^< 
and not . fupport his claim, he would be mo 
Uamed than if he had never moved in it. He &l: 
clearly, that it was impoffible for him, and all 
force he could bring from' his own country, to fa 
due fuch a great kingdom as that of France, if 
did not obtain powerful friends and affiftance 
the Empire, and in other parts, by means of 
money; he therefore frequently demanded of 
privy council what opinion they had on this fubje 

T 
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Th^ at length gave this as their unanimous 

^nfwer.— ' Dear fir, the queftion is of. fuch w-t 

portance, that we dare not advife you definitively 

upon it, but recommend to you, dear fur, to fend 

ambafiadors fufficiently inftrufted to the gallant earl 

9f Haioault, whofe daughter you have married, 

and to lord John, his brother, who has before fo 

vafiantly affifted you, to entreat their lordfliips to 

. advife you bow to afl:, for in fuch a matter they ar« 

better informed than we can be : if they agree with 

you. in opinion, they will give y6u counfel who arc 

the lords moft able to aflift you, and alfo point out 

Ae moft proper means of gaining them to your 

mtereft/ 

The king agreed to this propofal, and entreated 
the bifliop of Lincoln to undertake this journey 
Arough affe^on to him, and defired two knights 
bannerets and two counfellors learned in the law to 
«3iccompany him on the embaffy. 

They fet out as. foon as they could, embarked 
^i^d landed at Dunkirk ; whence they rode through 
^l^aders to Valenciennes, where they found Willison 
ea^J of Hainault, fo forely affliflied with the gout 
^tt^d gravel that he could not move. The lord Johxit 
«i3 brother, was there aUb, by whom they were 
5*^^vich feafted : and to them they explained the ob- 
J^^ of their miflion. Upon which the gallant earl 




^ I vow to God, if the king can fucceed in thb, 
ihall be much rejoiced ; for as you may eafily 
^agine, I feel more interefted fear him who has 
^*^^u:ried my dauirhter than for kine: Philip, who has 



never 



112 




never done any thing for me, although I am ntar-' 
ried to his fitter. He alfo prevented, clandeftinely, 
the marriage of the young duke of Brabant with 
my daughter ; on which account I will not fail my 
dearly beloved fon, the king of England, in any 
refpeft, if his council (hould advife the undertakings 
of it. I will alfo give him every aid, as will John, 
my brother, now prefent, who has before afEfted 
him* But know, that you mutt feek for other 
fupporters more powerful than we are, for Hainault 
is too fmall a territory to meafure itfelf with the 
kingdom of France, and England lies too far o 
to be of help to it.* 

* Certainly, fir, you have given us very excel 
lent advice, and teftified great love and good wilK" _J^ 
for which, in the name of our lord and king, 1 
return you my thanks,' replied tbe bifhop of 
coin : ' but, dear fir, tell us the names of tho 
lords that you think can beft help our matter, ths 
we may report them to him.* 

* Upon my foul,* replied the earl, * I cann 
think of any lords, that can fo powerfully a 
him as the duke of Brabant, his coufin ger 
the bifliop of Liege, the duke of Gueldres, w 
married his fitter, the archbifliop of Cologne, 
marquis of Juliers, fir Arnold de Bacqueghen, 
the lord of Fauquemont : — thefe are the lords tlk- 
can in a fliort time fumifh greater numbers of m< 
at arms than any I know : — ^they are very warli 
themfelves, and, if they choofe can eafily make 
ten thoufand men completely armed and equlppecl- i 
|>ut you mutt give them money before hand, £<r^^ 
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they are men who love to gain wealth. If by your 
means the king, my fon-in-law, and your lord, 
CQuld ally himfelf with the lords whom I have juft 
mentioned, and were on this fide of the fea, he 
might pafs the river Oife to feek king Philip, and 
oflFer him battle/ 

The ambafladors returned to London with the 
anfwer they had received, which when king Edward 
heard, it gave him much pleafure and comfort. 

News of what was going forward was foon car- 
ried to France, and by degrees magnified, fo that 
king Philip grew very indifferent to this croifade 
which had been preached, and of which he had 
undertaken to be the chief. He countermanded 
his officers (who were making very great prepara- 
tfons), and gave them direftions not to proceed 
further, until he fliould fee upon what footing the 
•ting of England meant to ad, as he was inceffantly 
Employed in affembling men at arms. 

The king of England ordered ten knights ban- 
*^erets, and forty knights bachelors, in company 
X^ith the bifhop of Lincoln, who was a right valiant 
an, to crofs the fea, and go ftraight to Valencien- 
es, to. treat with thofe lords of the Empire, whom 
^"he earl of Hainault had named, and to act as he 
^^nd his brother John might advife. 

When they were arrived at Valenciennes, all 

Xvere emulous of the fl:ate they fhould hold, and 

Xpared no expenfes ; for if the king of England 

^ad been thel-e in perfon, they could not have done 

^nore, by which they gained great renown and 

xeputation. 

Vol. L I There 
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There were toiong them mahy young kiiighte 
bachelors, who had xAae of their eyes coveired wiA 
a piece of cloth, fo thit they could not fee with it 
It waaf faid they had made a vow to fome kdies ki 
their country, that they would never ufe but ottfe 
eye until they had perfonally perfonn-ed Ifome deeds 
of arms in Frahxre ; nor would they make any rfeply 
to whatever queftions were a&ed them j fo that tSL 
marvelled at their ftrange demeanour. 

After they had been fufficiehtiy feafted and ho- 
noured at Valenciennes, the bilhop of Lincoln and 
the greater number of them drew towards the dil^e 
of Brabant, by the advice of the earl of Hainatrlt. 

The duke treated them magniiScently , and agreed 
afterwaird to promife his fupport and affiftance to the 
king of England, to whom he was coufin genttan, 
with all the means in his power, and to aHow hhn 
to enter and quit his territories, ianned or difawied, 
as often as he pleafed. He had aHb pfomifed^ by 
the advice of his council, and 'for a round fata of 
florins, that if the king of England, his cofu'ftH, 
would defy tile king of France, and enter his tcir- 
ritories with a fufficient force, and could obtasn the 
aid of the lords before mentioned, he would defy 
him alfo, and join him with a thoufand armed men. 

The ambaffadors then returned to Valenciennes : 
i— by their negotiations and gold, they pr^ailed 
upon the duke of Gueldres, brother-in-law to king 
Edward, the marquis of Juliers for himfelf,'ahd 
for the archbifhop of Cologne, and his brother 
Waleran, and the lord of Fauquemont, to come to 
Valenciennes, to treat with them before the eari oi 

Hdnault, 
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Hainault, who was unable to ride on horfeback, 
and before his brother John. They managed mat- 
ters fo well, t)y a plentiful diftribution of florins 
^moBg the principals and others, that they agreed 
to defy the king of France, and to go with the 
Idag of England whenever and wherever he pleafed, 
and riiat each Would ferve him with a certain 
Aumber of men at arms, with helmets furmounted 
"with <7e(ls. 

Now is the time come when we muft fpeak of 
dances, fwords, and coats of mail ; and I inform 
-you, that the above named lords promifed the am- 
'l>affadors ft:-om England, that they would ally 
^^iieoifelves with the lords on the other fide of the 
KRh&ie, who had the power to bring a large number 
^^rf men at arms, but they muft firft be fumiihed 
«^^th the means to fix them. 

Thefe lords from Germany then took their leave, 
daad departed to their own country ; the Englifh 
4ojrds I'emained fome little time longer with the ead 
<^ flsdnault. They fent many meflages to Raoul, 
^bi^hop of LiegQ, and would moft willingly have 
•^^^■^wn him over to their own party ; but he would 
^=^> nothkig againft the king of France, whofe'liege- 
;hc was, and to whom he had fwom fealty. 
""^iTie king of Bohemia was not fent to, becaufe 
knew he was fo connected with the king tff 
•Kx-ance^ by the marriage of John duke of Nor- 
^'^aiidy with the lady Bona, daughter of that king, 
**^at he would pever adt agamft him. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

JACOB VON ARTAVELD GOVERNS ALL FLANDERS. 

TOURING thefe times of which I am fpeabng, 
there were great diflenfions between the earl of 
Flanders and the Flemings; for they would not 
obey him ; nor could he venture to remain in 
Flanders without great danger to himfelf. 

There was in Ghent a man that had formerly 
been a brewer of metheglin, called Jacob von Ar- 
taveld, who had gained fo much popular favour 
and power over the Flemings, that every thing was 
done according to his will. He commanded in all 
Flanders, from one end to the other, with fuch 
authority, that no one dared to* contradid his 
orders. 

Whenever he went out into the city of Ghent 
he was attended by three or four fcore armed m 
on foot, among whom were two or three that weri 
in his fecrets : if he met any man, whom he hat 
or fufpefted, he was inftantly killed ; for he hai 
ordered thofe who were in his confidence to remar' 
whenever he fhould make a particular iign o: 
meeting any perfon, and to murder him direfll 
without fail, or waiting further orders, of whateve 
rank he might be. This happened very frequently^ 
fo that many principal men were killed : and he 
fo dreaded, that no one dared to (peak againfl: hfi 
aftions, or fcarce to contradifl: him, but all wer 
forced to entertain him handfomely. 

Wh 
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When his companions btfore mentioned had 
. conduced him to his hotel, each went home to his 
dinner, and immediately after returned to the ftreet 
before his houfe, where they remained making a 
noife and brawling, until he pleafed to come out 
and go round the town, to pafs his time and amufe 
himfelf ; and thus was he efcorted until he chofe to 
go to fupper. 

Each of thefe foldiers had four Flemifh groats a 
day, as wages, and for his expenfes, which he had 
paid to him very regularly every week. He had 
alfo in every town and caftlewick, through Flanders, 
fergeants and foldiers in his pay, to execute his 
orders, and ferve him as fpies, to find out if any 
U'-ere inclined to rebel againft him, and to give him 
information. 

The inftant he knevr of any fucli being in a town, 

tie was baniflied or killed without delay, and none 

^v^ere fo great as to be exempted, for fo early did 

.e take fuch meafures to guard himfelf* 

At the fame time he baniflied all the moft power- 

^1 knights and efquires from Flanders, and fuch 

itizens from the principal towns, as he thought 

"X>^ere in the leaft favourable to the earl ; feized one 

-irialf of their rents, giving the other moiety for the 

^;3ower of their wives and fupport of their children. 

*^hofe that were baniflied, of which the number 

"V^as very confiderable, refided for the moft part at 

St. Omer, and were called les avolez. 

To fpeak the truth, there never was in Flanders, 
^r in any other country, count, duke, or prince, 
vho had fuch ^erfeft command as Jacob von Arta- 
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f eld. He coUefted tlie rents, the duties on 'C^dfies, 
and other taxes, belonging to the earl, though they 
trere the earl's lawful revenue, in whatever patff of 
the county of Flanders he might refide ; he ifaifed 
ilfb extraordinary fubfidies, which he fpent and gave 
away, without rendering account to ally one. 
When he faid he was in want of moiiey, he Was 
immediately believed — ^and well it was for them who 
did believe him — for it was perilous to contradift 
him ; and if he wilhed to borrow money of any of 
the citizens, there was no one that dared to refufe 
him. 

The ambaffadors from England, and who kept 
iuch honourable date at Valenciennes, as you have 
before heard, thoiijght among themfelves, that it 
would give their king great comfort and affiftance 
in what he was anxious to undertake, if they could 
get the aid of the Flemings, who at that time were 
ill with the king of France, and with the earl, 
their lord. They confulted the earl of Hainault on 
the fubjed j who told them, that, in truth, it would 
be the greateft fupport they could get ; but he did 
not fee how it could be obtained, unlefs they 
previoufly could win the friendfhip of Jacob von 
Artaveld. 

They replied, that they would direftly do all in 
their power to obtain it, and foon after fet out- 
from Valenciennes for Flanders, by three or fbur=^ 
different roads. 

One party of them went to Bruges, another to» 
Yypires; but the largeft went to Ghent, where^ 
they fpent fuch fums, that gold and filver feemed^ 

t» 
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tQ fly out of their hands. They fought friendfliip 
from all, promifed largely to fome, flattered others, 
where they thought it would have more effe6t in 
gaimng their ends. The biihop of Lincoln, how- 
ever, 4nd his companions, ^fted their part fo well 
in Ghent, that, by fine fpeeches and otherwife, 
they acquired the friendfliip of Jacob von Artaveld, 
and great favour in the city, particularly with an 
old knight who lived in Ghent, where he was mi^ch 
beloved : he was called my lord le Courtifien *, 
was a banneret, and was looked upon as the moft 
gallant knight and warlike man in all Flanders, 
who had ferved his lords right valiantly. 

This lord haying kept company with the Englifli 
lords, and much honoured them ; (and every loy^l 
knight fliould honour ft;rangers ;) he was criminally 
accufed to the king of France for thefe diflinfiions 
he had paid the Englifti, who inftantly fent an 
order to the earl of Flanders, commanding him by 
Xome means or other to get hold of this knight, 
^emd to cut ofl* his head. 

The earl, who dared not refnfe obedience to this 
command, managed fo, that Courtjfien, coming to 
the place which he had aj^ointed, was immediately 
arrefted and beheaded. This caufed incite grjef 
to many, for he was much beloved by the gentry 
of the country, and it created much ill will againfl: 
the earl. 



• •' M. de Siger, a nobleman of Courtray ; by allufion 
to his lands of ContreiEii, commonly ftyie4 the lord of 
Courtefjr." Carte, vol. ii. p. 429. 
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The Engllfli lords were fo aftive in Flanders, 
that Jacob von Artaveld affembled feveral times the 
chiefs of the principal cities to confer with them 
on the bufinefs they were come about, as well as 
on the franchifes and friendfliip which the king of 
England offered to them. 

The matter being fully difcuffed, was brought to 
this conclufion : the chiefs of the principal towns 
gave their confent that the king of England and his 
army might pafs through Flanders whenever he 
pleafed ; but as they were fo much obliged to the 
king of France, they could not annoy him, or 
enter his kingdom, without fuffering too heavy a 
penalty in a large fum of florins, and entreated the 
ambaffadors to be fatisfied with this anfwer for the 
prefent. They returned to Valenciennes much 
pleafed with what they had done. They frequently 
informed the king, their mafter, how things were 
going ; and he fent them large fums of money, as 
well for their own expenfes, as to diftribute among 
the lords of Germany, who did not wilh for any 
thing more agreeable. 

About this time the gallant William earl of 
Hainault died, on the fixth day of June, i337. 
He was buried in the church of the Cordeliers, at 
Valenciennes ; — the bilhop of Cambray performed 
the funeral fervice, and fung the mafs. There was 
a great attendance of dukes, earls, and barons, for 
he was exceedingly honoured during his life by all 
ranks of men. 

After his deceafe, the lord William his fon, 
entered upon the countries of Hainault, Holland, 
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and Zealand : he had to wife the daughter of duke 
John of Brabant ; her name T^'as Joan, heirefs of 
the rich and valuable lands of Binch *. 

The lady Joan, lier mother, went and refided at 
the monaftery of Fontenelles upon the Scheld, 
where (he paffed her days in a devout and cha- 
ritable manner. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

CBRTAIN NOBLES OF FLANDERS DEFEND THE 
ISLAND OF CADSANT AGAINST THE ENGLISH. 

IT ING Philip, informed of thefe alliances, and of 
the influence which the king of England had 
acquired on that fide bf the water, would mod 
willingly have attached the Flemings to his party ; 
but Jacob von Artaveld had fo entirely, fubjefted 
them, that none dared to aft contrary to his will : 
even the earl, their lord, could not remain there 
in fafety, and had fent his wife, and Lewis his fon, 
into France. However, certain knights and efquires 
in garrifon on the ifland of Cadfant, which lies 
between the havens of Sluys and Fluftiing, among 
whom were fir Dutres de Halluyn, fir John de 
Rhodes, fir Giles, fon of the* lord de PEftrief, 
kept poffeffion of it as lords paramount, and de- 
fended the paffage. They made war underhand 
upon the Englifli, of which the lords that were in 



• A town in the Low Countries, three leagues from Mons, 
jiBd four from Maubeuge, 
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Halnault had information, and alfo, that if they 
pafTed that way into England, they might be en^ 
countred, the confequences of which would b^ dif- 
agreeable to them. Notwithftanding this, they 
rode over the country of Flanders according to their 
pleafure, and to all the large towns ; but they were 
indebted for tliis to Jacob von Artaveld, who fliowed 
them every honour and fupport, 

Thefe lords went afterward to Dordrecht, where 
they embarked to crofs the fea, and to avoid the 
paffage of the ifland of Cadfant, where the aforefaid 
knights and Flemings were in garrifon, under the 
idng of France and earl of Flanders, as has been 
already related. 

Thefe Engliflimen returned in the beft manner, 
and as privately as they could, to their own country,* 
and to king Edward, who was right glad to fee 
them, and happy in the fuccefs of their miffion* 
When he heard how the garrifon of Cadfant harafled 
his people, he faid he would ftiortly fettle that buii* 
nefs, and immediately ordered the earl of Derby, fir 
Walter Manny, and fome other Englifh knights and 
cfquires, to make themfelves ready. They coUeded 
a number of men at arms and archers, and embarked 
them in veffels on the Thames at London : there 
might be fix hundred men at arms and two thousand 
archers. 

When they were all on board, they weighed 
anchor, and with that tide came to Gravefend, 
where they lay that firft night. The next day they 
weighed .and came to Margate. At the third tide, 
they hoifted and fet their fails, and took to the deep, 

and 
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and fttffed over to Flanders ; when, having affembled 
and properly arranged their veffels, they approached 
n^ar to Cadfant. 



CHAP. XXX. 



THE BATTLE OF CADSANT, BETWEEN THE ENG- 
LISH AND THE FLEMINGS ATTACHED TO THE 
£ARL OF FLANDERS. 

'Y^^HEN the Englifli faw the town of Cadfant, 
whither they were bending their courfe to at- 
tack thofe that were within it, they confidered, that, 
38 the wind and tide were in their favour, in the 
name of God and St. George they would run clofe 
.up to it. 

They ordered the trumpets to found, and each 
made himfelf quickly ready; they ranged thdr 
veflels, and^placing the archers on the prows, made 
full fail for the town. 

The fentinels and guards at Cadfant had plainly 

|>erceived the approach of this large fleet, and taking 

it for granted that it muft be Englifh, had already 

armed and placed themfelves upon the dykes and 

th# iSjnds, with their banners in their proper po- 

fition before them. They had alfo created a number 

of knights upon the occafion, as many as fixteen : 

.their numbers might be about fivejhoufand, taking 

ax together, very valiant knights and bachelors, as 

they proved by their deeds. Among them were fir 

Guy of Flanders, a good knight, but a baftard *, 



a^tm 



* Guy de Rickenburg, baftard brother to the carl of 
Flanders. Carte. 
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who was very anxious that all in his train fhould do 
their duty; fir Dutres de Halluyn, fir John de 
Rhodes, fir Giles de TEftrief, fir Simon and fir John 
de Bouquedent, who were then knighted, and Peter 
d'Aglemouftier, with many other bachelors and 
efquires, valiant men at arms. There was no parley 
between them, for the Englifh were as eager to at- 
tack as the Flemings were to defend themfelves. 

The archers were ordered to draw their bows ftiff 
and flrong, and to fet up their fhouts ; upon which 
thofe that guarded the haven were forced to. retire, 
whether they would or not, for this firft difcharge 
did much nlifchief, and many were maimed and hurt. 
The Englifli barons and knights then landed, and, 
with battle-axes, fwords, and lances, combated their 
enemies. 

Many gallant deeds of prowefs and courage were 
done that day : — ^the Flemings fought valiantly, and 
the Englifh attacked them in all the fpirit of chivalry. 
The gallant earl of Derby proved himfelf a good 
knight, and advanced fo forward at the firft affault, • 
that he was ftruck down: and then the lord of 
Manny was of effential fervice to him ; for, by his 
feats of arms, he covered him and ndfed him up, 
and placed him out of danger, crying, * Lancafter 
for the earl of Derby !* 

They then clofed with each other ; — ^many were 
wounded, but more of the Flemings than of the 
Englifh ; for the Englifh archers made fuch cpntinual 
difcharges, from the time they landed, that they did 
them much damage. 

The battle was very fevere and fierce before ther 
town of Cadfant, for the Flemings were good men^ 

andi 
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and expert in arms : the earl had felefted and placed 
them there to defend the paflage againfl: the Eng- 
lilh, and they were defirous of performing their 
duty in every refpeft, which they did. 

Of the barony and knights of England, there 
were, firft, the earl of Derby, fon of Henry of Lan- 
cafter, firnamed Wryneck ; the earl of Suffolk, lord 
Reginald Cobham, lord Lewis Beauchamp, lord 
William, fon of the earl of Warwick, the lord 
William Beauclerck, fir Walter Manny, and many 
others, who mofl vigoroufly affaulted the Flemings, 
The combat was very fliarp and well fought, for 
they were engaged hand to fifl ; but at length the 
Flemings were put to the rout, and more than three 
thoufand killed, as well at the haven as in the ftreets 
and houfes. 

Sir Guy, the baftard, of Flanders, was taken 
prifoner. Of the killed were, fir Dutres de Halluyn, 
/ir John of Rhodes, the two brothers Bouquedent, 

iir Giles de TEftrief, and more than twenty-fix 

other knights and efquires. 

The town was taken and pillaged ; ahd when 

^very thing was put on board the veffels with the 

prifoners, it was burnt. The Englifli returned 

'without accident to England. 

The king made the lord Guy of Flanders pledge 
Lis troth, that he would remain a prifoner ; but in 
the courfe of the year he turned to the Englifh, and 
did his homage and fealty to the kin^. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXL 

KING EDWARD MAKES GREAT ALLIANCES IN THE 

EMPIRE. 

TTHE news of the difcomfiture at Cadfant was 
foon fpread abroad ; — ^the Flemings faid, that 
they were not forry for it, as the earl had placed 
that garrifon there without their confent or advice : 
nor was Jacob von Artaveld difpleafed at the event. 
.He inftantly fent over ambaffadors to king Edward, 
recommending himfelf to his grace with his whole 
heart and faith* 

He fignified to the king, that it was his opinion 
Jhe ihould immediately crofs the fea, and come to 
Antwerp, by which means he would acquit himfelf 
towards the Flemings, wh6 were very anxious to 
fee him j and he imagined, if he were on that fide of 
the water, his aSisdrs would go on more profperaufly, 
and to his greater advantage. 

The king of England, upon this, made very great 
preparations ; and when the winter was over^ he 
embarked, accon^panied by many earls, barons, and 
knights, and came to the city of Antwerp, which ^ 
that time was held for the duke of Brabant : multi* 
ludes came thither to fee him, and witnefs the great 
ftate and pomp in which he lived. 

He fent to the dxske of Brabant, his coufin, to his 
brother-in-law, the duke of Guelders, to the mar^ 
quis of Juliers, the lord John of Hainault, arid to all 
thofe from whom he expefted fupport and afliflance, 

that 
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Aatt: he Biould be happy to have fome conwrfation 
with them. They all therefore came to Antwerp 
bet\veen "Wlutfuntide and St. John's day ; and when 
Ae king had fufEciently entertained them, he was 
^ger to know from them when they could enter 
^poti what they had promifed, and entreated them 
^^ «Tiake difpafch ; for this was his reafon of coming 
^^ Antwerp ; and as he had all his preparations 
•**^^dy, it would be a great lofs to him if they were 
^^*-dy. 

Thefe lords of Germany had a long confultation 
^^^'^ether, and finally made this their anfwer. 

* Dear fir, when we came hither it was more for 
€ pleafure of feeing you, than for any thing elfe ; 
'^are not yet in a fituation to give a pofitive anfwer 
yonr demand ; but we will return home, and 
me again to you whene\'er you pleafe, and give 
*5^ou fo fall an anfwer, that the matter fliall not re- 
^^^^ain ^th ns.' ' 

They fixed upon that day three weeks after St. 

J<)ftn*s day. The king of England remonftrated 

^^ith them upon the great expenfes and lofs he 

^Jfliotild be at by their delays, for he thought they 

'^ould all have been ready with their anfwers by *<he 

^ime he had come thither, and added, that he would 

^ever return to England, until he knew what thar 

intentions were. 

Upon this the lords departed, and the king re- 
xnained quietly in the monaftery of St. Bernard : 
Ibme of his lords (laid at Antwerp, to *keep him 
' company ; the reft went about the country amufing 

them- 



themfelves in a magnificent ftyle, and were well re» 
ceived and feafted wherever they came. 

The duke of Brabant went to Louvain, and made 
a long (lay there ; thence he fent (as he had done 
before) frequently to the king of France, to entreat 
that he would not pay attention to any reports that 
were injurious to him, for he fliould be very forry to 
form any connexion or alliance contrai'y to his in 
terefts ; but the king of England being his coufi 
german, he could not forbid his palling through 
country. 

The day came when the king expeded th 
anfwers from the above mentioned lords : they fe 
excufes, faying, they were not quite ready, neithe 
themfelves nor their men ; that he muft exert hinr 
ftlf to make the duke of Brabant prepare to aft wit! 
them, as he was much nearer to France, and feeme: 





to them very indifferent in the matter ; and that » <? 

foon as they (hould for a certainty be informed tl 
the duke was ready, they would put themfelves 
motion, and be as foon in aftion as he fhould be. 

Upon this the king of England had a conferen< 
with the duke of Brabant, and fhowed him 
anfwers he had received, and begged of him, by 
friendfhip and his kindred, that no delay might coi 
from him, for he fufpedted that he was not warm.. 
inclined to the caufe, and added, that, if he we: 
fo cool and indifferent, he much feared he ihoa 
lofe the aid of thefe German lords. 

The duke replied, that he would fummon l3J^^ 
council. After long deliberations, he told the 
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he would be ready the moment the bufmefs re- 
ared it — but that he muft firft. fee thefe lords j to 
om he wrote, to defire they would meet him at 
atever place was the mod agreeable to them. 
The day for this conference was fixed for the 
.ddle of Auguft, and it was unanimoufly agreed to 
held at Halle, on account of the young earl of 
^nault, who was to be there, as well as the lord 
hui his Uncle* 

When all thefe lords of the Empire were affem- 

ed in the city df Halle, they had long deliberations 

^^^gether, tod faid to the king of England, * Dear 

T^ we do not fee any caufe for us to challenge the 

ng of France, all things confidered^ unlefs you can 

Tocure the confent of the emperor, and that he 

"^Jvill command us fo to do, on his account, which' 

^xiay eafily be done ; for there is an ordinance of a 

Arery old date, fealed, that no king of France Ihould 

^ake and keep poffeflion of any thing that belongs to 

^he Empire. Now king Philip has gotten poffeflion 

^Df the caftles of Crevecoeur, iti Canlbrefis, and of 

,-Arleux, in Artois, as well as the city of Cam- 

l^tay, for which the emperor has good grounds to 

challenge him through us, if you will have the 

^oodiiefs to obtain it from him, in order to fave our 

honour.' 

The king of England replied, that he would very 
cheerfully conform himfelf to their advice. 

It was then determined, that the marquis of 
JuKers fhould go to the emperbr, and with him 
kniglits and counfellors from the king, and fomd 
from the duke of Gueldres ; but the duke of Bra- 
* Vol. I. K bant 



bant would not fend any; he tent^ however, hk 
caille of Louvain to the king for his refidence. 

The marquis of Juliers and his company found the 
emperor at Nuremburg: they obtained by their 
folidtations the objefl: of their miflion ; for the lady 
Margaret of Hainault, whom the lord Lewis of 
Bavaria, then emperor, had married, took great 
pains and trouble to bring it about. 

The marquis was then created an earl, and the 
duke of Gueldres, who was but an earl, was raifed to 
the dignity of a duke. The emperor gave a com- 
mifCbn to four knights and two counfellors in the 
law, who were members of his covmdl, invefting^ 
them with powers to make king Edward his vicar 
over all parts of the Empire ; and thefe lords took, 
out fufScient inflruments, publicly fealed and con- 
firmed by the emperon 



GHAP. XXXIT. 

DAVID, KINO OF SCOTLAND,^ FORMS AN ALLI 
ANCE WITH PHILIP, KINO OF FRANCE. 

A BOUT this time, the young king, David o; 

Scotland, great part of whofe kingdom wa^^ 
fazed by the Englifh, which he could not recover 
from the power of the king of England, quitted^ 
Scotland, with his queen and a few followers.^ 
They arrived at Boulogne, and thence came to^ 
Paris, where the king magnificently received them^- 
gave them one of his caflles to refide in as long;- 
as they chofe, and fupplied them with money for" 
their expenfes, upon condition that the king of Scot--' 

lanJ^ 
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fend Would never make peace with the king of Eng- 
land but with his confent ; for the king of France 
knew well, that king Edward was taking every 
meafure to make war upon him •* 

The king of France detained the king and queen 
of Scotland a long time ; they had every thing they 
wanted delivered to them, for but little came from 
Scotland to fupport their ftate. He fent alfo ambafla* 
doT^ to thofe lords and barons who had remained in 
Scotland, and were carrying on the war againfl: the 
Englilh garrifons, oflFering them affiftance, if they 
uld not confent to any pacification or truce with- 
his approbation, and that of their king, who had 
^Ix-^ady promifed and fworn the fame. 

TThe Scottifli lords affembled, held a conference 
the fubjedt, agreed moft willingly to this requeft. 



" In fuch circumftances; it became necefTary to provide 
i.fe place of refuge for the young king and his confort : 
Icolm Fleming found means- to convey them from the 
le ofDumbarton into France, where they were honour- 
1 -y entertained f**' 



"Whether David II. was conveyed into Francet after 

battle of Duplin, in 133a, or after the battle of Halidon^ 

3 33» is a queftion of little importance. Our later authors 

decided in favour of I33|» and not without probable 

afons: the chief is, that Balliol, the ijd November, 1332, 

offered to marry Johanna, the infant confort of David 

^"•ucc J Facd. tom. iv. pp. 536. 539 ; which he would not 

*^a-ve done, had (he been conveyed to France immediately 

^^^T the battle of Duplin, 12th Auguft, 1332. This is 

J^ ^^ore fpecious argument than any thing drawn from the 

Chronicle of Froiffart, where dates and faifts are ftrangely 

'Jl^iiplaced and confounded, as the manner is in coUoquisd 

^»ftbry." Lord Hailes' Annals. 
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and fealed and fwore to what their king had befoi 
promifed. 

Thus was this alliance firft formed between tl 
kings of France and of Scotland, which lafted fo t 
many years. 

The king of France fent men at arms into Sco-^- 
land, to carry on the war under the command of th^e 
lord Arnold d*Andreghen, afterward marfhal m:Df 
France, the lord Garencieres, and many oth^er 
knights and efquires. 

King Philip imagined, that the Scots would fix^A 
the Englifh too much employment at home, Fc^if 
them to be able to crofs the fea, or if they did, at skX\ 
events in too fmall numbers to hurt or moleft him. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 



KING EDWARD OF ENGLAND MADE VICAR OP T 

EMPIRE OF GERMANY. 

Ty HEN the king of England and the lords, 

allies, had quitted the conference at 
the king returned to the caftle of Lpuvain, whiclm. 
fet about preparing for his refidence ; at the : 
time he fent to his queen, to inform her of his r 
tentions, and that if fhe would come to him^ 
would give him much pleafure, for he fliould not 
able to repafs the fea this year. He fent back man 
of his knights to guard the country, particularly th 
borders of Scotland. 

While tliefe things were going forwards, the Eng 
. lifli knights, remaining with the king in Brabant, 
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ipread themfelves all over the countries of Flanders 
and Hainault, living moft fumptuoufly, and giving 
princely prefents and entertainments to the lords and 
ladies, in order to acquire their good will and fa- 
vour. Their behaviour was fuch, that they were 
beloved by thofe of both fexes, and even by the 
common people, who were pleafed with their ftate 
and magnificence. 

The marquis of Juliers and his company returned 
from the Empire about All Saints day ; and when 
he fen't to inform the king of this, he congratulated 
him on the good fuccefs of his million. 

The king wrote him for anfwer, that he fhould 
come to him on the feaft of St. Martin, and de- 
manded of the duke of Brabant to name the place 
w/iere he wifhed this conference to be holden, who 
^epiied, at Arqucs, in the county of Los*, near to 
his o^n country. Upon this, the king gave notice 
^^ it:^ that all his allies might be there. 

T'lie town^hall of Arques was hung with rich and 
nae crloths, like to the prefence chamber of the king. 
"^^ majefty was^feated five feet higher than the 
^^^ of the company, and had on his head a rich 
cro w-n of gold. The letters from the emperor to 
^*^ ^ing were then publicly read, by which the king 
^^ ^^Tigland was conftituted and eftablifhed his vicar 
^^^ lieutenant, and full powers granted to him to do 

The county of Los had formerly its particular counts, 
f^^ xnade part of the territories of the bilhopric of Liege : it 
^Oxnprehcnded in tlic French Republic under the oamc of 
'^^ -Dfpartevent de la M^tift Injerleure, 

K3 all 



5) 



134 

all afts of law and juftice to every one, in his name 
and alfo to coin money in gold and filver. Thefi 
letters commanded all thofe in the Empire, an 
all his other fubjefts, to obey his vicar as him-« 
felf, and that they fhould do fealty and homag* ~ 
to him as vicar of the Empire. Several knightzz: 
and lords fwore fealty and homage before hin^^ 
and fome took advantage of the opportunity of 
pleading their caufes, as if before the emperor, 
and they were judged as lawfully as if in his 
prefence. 

On this occafion an ancient ftatute was renewed 
and confirmed, which had been made in former 
times at the court of the emperor : it directed, that 
any one meaning to hurt or annoy another fhould 
fend him a fufficient defiance three days before he 
committed any hollile aft ; and that whoever fhould 
a£k otherwife fhould be degraded as an evil doer. 

When all this was completed, the lords took their 
leave, and gave each other their mutual promifes to 
be fully equipped, without delay, three weeks after 
the feafl of St. John, to fit down before the city of 
Cambray, which of right belonged to the emperor, 
but had turned to the French. The lords then fet 
out each for his home, and king Edward, as vioar 
of the Empire, returned to Louvain to his queen, 
who had lately arrived there with many of the 
nobility, and well accompanied by ladies and dam- 
fels from England, 

The king and queen kept their courts there in 
great ftate during all the winter, and caiifecl plenty 
of gold and filver coin to be fliruck at Antwerp. 

The 
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The duke of Brabant, however, was not neglect- 
ful in fending frequent meffages to king Philip of 
France by the Lord Lewis de Travehen, his fpecial 
counfellor, to excufe himfelf ; for which purpofe this 
knight had made many diflferent journeys ; and at 
lad he was commanded to remain near the perfon of 
the king, in order to exculpate his matter, and con- 
tradi& any reports that might be circulated againft 
him. The knight did every thing in his power, 
and becoming his duty. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

kiNG EDWARD AND HIS ALLIES SEND CHAL- 
LENGES TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 

'XX/'INTER was now over, and fummer come, 
when the feaft of St. Jolin the Baptiit ap- 
proaching, the lords of England and Germany 
made preparations for undertaking their intended 
expedition. The king of France alfo made his pre- 
parations to meet them ; for he was well acquainted 
with part of what they intended, though he had not 
yet received any challenge. 

King Edward colledled his ftores in England, 
where he made his armaments ready, and, as foon 
as St. John^s day was pafled, tranfported them acrofe 
the fea to Vilvorde *, whither he went himfelf. He 
made all his people, on their arrival, take houfes in 

* A fmall town in. Brabant, between BruiTels and Mechlin^ 
on the river Senne. 

K4 the 
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the town j and when this was full, he lodged them 
in tents and pavilions in the fine meadows along the 
fide of the river. He remained thus from Magdalen 
day until the feaft of our Lady in September, ex- 
pefting week after week the arrival of the lords of 
the Empire, efpecially the duke of Brabant, for 
whom all the others were waiting. 

When the king of England faw that they came not, 
he fent ftrong meflages to each of them, and caufed 
them to be fummoned to be at th^ city of Mechlin 
on St. Giles's day, according to their promifes, and 
to give reafons for their delays. 

King Edward was obliged to remain at Vilvorde, 
where he maintained daily, at his owncoft,full fijcte^n 
hundred men at arms, that had come there from be- 
yond fea, and ten thoufand archers, without count- 
ing the other followers of his army. 

This mufl: have been a heavy expenfe ; not in- 
cluding the large fums he had given to the German 
lords, who thus paid him back by fair promifes ; and 
the great force he was obliged to keep at fea againft 
the Genoefe, Bretons, Normans, Picards, and 
Spaniards, whom king Philip fupported at his coft, 
to harafs the Englifh, under the command of fir 
Hugh Quiriel, fir Peter Bahucet, and Barbenoire, 
who were the admirals and conduftors of this fleet, 
to guard the ftraits and paflages between England 
and France ; and thefe corfairs only waited for in- 
formation of the war being commenced, and the 
Englifh king, having challenged the king of France, 
as they fuppofed he would, to invade England and 
ravage the count;ry. 

The 
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The lords of Germany, in obedience to the funw 
mons, came to Mechlin, where, after many debates, 
they agreed, that the king fliould be enabled to 
inarch in a fortnight, when they would be qu^te 
ready ; and, that ^eir caufe might have a better ap^ 
pearance, they determined to fend challenges to 
king Philip^ 

At the head of this defiance was the king of Eng- 
land, the duke of Giieldres, the marquis of JuUers, 
fir Robert d'Artois, fir John of Hainault, the marquis 
of Nuys^ the marquis of Blackenburg, the lord of 
Fauquemont, fir Arnold de Bacqueghen, the ajrch- 
Hihop of Cologne, his brother, fir Waleran, and aU 
the lord&of the Empire, who were united as chiefe 
with the king of England. 

Thefe challenges were written and fealed by all, 
except the duke John of Brabant, who laid he 
would do his part in proper time and |dace. They 
were given in charge to the biftiop of Lincoln, who 
carried them to Paris, and performed his meflage fo 
juftly and well, that he was blamed by no one. He 
had a paifport granted him to return to his lord, 
who, as faid before, was at Mechlin. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

8IR WAI.TER MANNY, AFTER THE CHALLENGES 
HAD BEEN SENT, MAKES THE FIRST INCURSION 
INTO FRANCE. 

CIR Walter Manny, a week after thefe challenges 

had been fent, and when he imagined the king 

of France had received them, coUedled about fort^ 

lances, on whom he knew he could depend, and 

rode 
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rode through Brabant night and day ; fo that he 
came into Hainault, and entered the wood of Bla- 
ton, before any of his followers knew where and 
why they were thus haftening : he then told fome 
of his intimates, that he had made a promife in 
England, before the nobles and ladies, that he 
would be the firft that would enter France, and take 
fome caftle or ftrong town, and perform fome gal- 
lant deed of arms ; and that his intention was to 
pufh forward as far as Mortaigne, to furprife the 
town, which was a part of the kingdom erf France. 

Thofe to whom he thus opened himfelf cheer- 
fully confented to follow him. They then regirthed 
their horfes, tightened their armour, and rode in 
clofe order : having pafled through the wood of 
Blaton, they came at one ftretch, a little before fun- 
rife, to Montaigne, where luckily they found the 
wicket open. 

Sir Walter alighted with fome of his companions, 
and having paffed the wicket in filence, and placed 
there a guard, he then with his pennon marched 
down the ftreet before the great tower, but the gate 
and the wicket were clofe fhut. 

The watch of the caftle heard their voice, and 
feeing them from his poft, began to blow his horn, 
and to cry out * Treafon ! treafon !* This awakened 
the foldlers and inhabitants, but they did not make 
any fally from the fort. 

Sir Walter, upon this, retreated handfomely into 

the ftreetj^ ?md ordered thofe houfes to be fet on fire 

tat were near the caftle: full fifty houfes were 

burnt that morning, and the inhabitants much 

fright^ed, as th^y concluded they mufl; all have 

beeix 
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been taken prifoners j but fir Walter and his com- 
pany marched away, and came ftraight to Condc, 
where they pafled by the pond and river Hayne, 
taking the road to Valenciennes ; leaving which 
on the right hand, they came to Avefnes, and took 
up their quarters in the abbey. They then pufhed * 
forward towards Bouchain, and managed matters fo 
well with the governor, that the gates of the caftle 
were opened to them : they croffed a river which 
empties itfelf into the Scheld, and which rifes near 
' Arleux. Afterward th^y came to a very ftrong 
caftle, called Thin TEveque, that belonged to the 
bifliop of Cambray, which was fo fuddenly fur* 
prifed, the governor and his wife were taken in it. 
Sir Walter placed a ftrong garrifon there, and made 
his brother, fir Giles Manny, governor, who gave 
much difturbance to the Cambrefians, as this caftle 
was but a fhort league from the city of Cambray. 

When fir Walter had performed thefe enter- 
prifes, he returned into Brabant towards the king, 
his lord, whom he found at Mechlin, and related to 
him all that he had done. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 



THE FRENCH, AFTER THE CHA|,LENGES, INVADE 

ENGLAND. 

TJPON king Philip's receiving the challenges from 
king Edward and his allies, he coUefted men at 
arms and foldiers from all quarters ; he fent the lord 
Gallois de la Baufme, a good knight from Savoy, to 
the city of Cambray, and made him governor 

there- 
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thereof, in conjunftion with fir Ihibault de Mameil - 
5ind the lord of Roye: they might be, including 
Spaniards and French, full two hundred lances. 

The king feized the county of Ponthieu', which 
the king of England had before held by right of his 
* mother ; and he alfo fent and entreated fome lords 
of the Empire, fuch as the count of Hainault his 
nephew, the duke of Lorraine, the count of Bar, 
the bilhop of Metz, the bifliop of Liege, not 
to commit any hoftile afts againft him or bis 
kingdom. The greater part of them anfwered 
as he could have wished ; but the count of Hainault^ 
in a very civil reply, faid, that although he fhould 
be at all times ready to aflift him or his realm 
againft any one, yet, as the king of England made 
war in behalf of the Empire, as vicar and lieutenant 
of it, he could not refufe him aid and affiftance in 
his country, as he held lands under the Empire, 

The king of France appeared fatisfied with this 
pnfwer, not however laying much ftrefs on it, as 
he felt himfelf in fufficient ftrength to oppofe his 
enemies. 

As foon as fir Hugh Qujriel, fir Peter Bahucet, 

and Barbenoire, were informed that hoftilities had 

commenced, they landed one Sui^day morning in 

the harbour at Southampton, whilft the inhabitants 

were at church ; Norm^ins, Picards, and Spaniards 

entered the town, pillaged it, killed many, defloured 

maidens and forced wives; and having loaded 

their veflels with, the booty, they fell down 

with the tide, and made fail for the coaft cf 

Normandy. They landed at Dieppe, and there 

divided the plunder. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

KING EDWARD BESIEGES THE CITY OF CAMBRAY. 

TTHE king of England from Mechlin went to 
Bruffels, to fee the duke of Brabant : his people 
pafled by without entering it. There a large body 
of Germans, at leaft twenty thoufand men, joined 
the king, who afked the duke of Brabant what his 
intentions were — ^to go before Cambray, or to defert 
his caufe. The duke replied, that, as fpon as he 
ftould know that Cambray was befieged, he would 
come thither with twelve hundred lances of good 
men at arms ; which anfwer pleafed the long much* 

The king took his departure, and lay that night at 
Nivelle ; the next day he came to Mons, in Hainault, 
where he found the young count of Hainault and 
his uncle, who received him joyfully. 

The lord Robert d'Artois was always with the 
king, and of his privy council. He was attended 
/ by fixteen or twenty great barons and knights from 
England, whom he carried with him by way of ftate, 
and alfoas his council. The bifliop of Lincoln was 
among them, who was much renowned in this ex* 
pedition for his wifdom and valour. 

The Englifh puflied forward, and lodged them- 
felves on the roads in the flat countries thi'ough 
wliich they paffed, and found provifion at hand for 
their money : but fome paid and others not. 

When the king had repofed himfelf two days at 
Mons, in Hainault, he came to Valenciennes, which 
he entered, taking with him but twelve knights. 

lo the 



The count of HainauU was already arrived there, 
accompanied by the lord John, his uncle, the lord of 
Faguinelles, the lord of Verchin, and the lord of 
Havereth, with many others, who attended on the 
perfon of the count, their lord* 

The count took the king by the hand, and led 
him to the great hall, which was properly prepared 
to receive him, and, as they were afcending the fteps, 
the bifhop of Lincoln, then prefent, raifed his voice, 
and faid, * William d'Auflbnne, bifliop of Cambray, 
I admonilh you, as proftor on the part of the king 
of England, vicar of the emperor of Rome, that you 
confent to open the gates of the city of Cambray ; 
and if otherwife you (hall do, you will forfeit your 
lands, and we will enter by force.* 

No reply was made, for the bifliop of Cambray 
Mr2s not prefent* The bifliop of Lincoln continued, 
and faid, * Earl of Hainault, we admonifli you, on 
the part of the emperor of Rome, that you come 
and aflift the king of England, his vicar, before the 
dty of Cambray, with all your forces/ 

The earl made anfwer, and faid, * Willingly/ 
They then entered the hall, and conduced the 
king to his chamber. Shortly after the fupper was 
ferved up, which was fumptuous and fplendid. 

The next day the king departed, and came to 
Hafpre on the Selle. Having halted there two days, 
till the greater part of his forces had pafled by, he 
fet out and came before Cambray ; when, having 
fixed his quarters oppofite to it, he furrounded with 
his army the whole city, his forces every day in* 
creafing. 

The 
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The young earl of Hainault came thither with a 
large body of men, accompanied by his uncle, fir 
John, and they took up their quarters near to thofe 
of the king. They were followed by the duke of 
Gueldres, the marquis of Nuys, the earl of Mons, 
the .earl of Saunes, the lord of Fauquemont, fir 
Arnold of Bacqueghen, and all the other lords of 
the Empire, allies of the Idng, with their forces. 

On the fixth day after the king and thefe lords 
had taken their pofition before Cambray, the duke 
of Brabant arrived with a fine army : there were full 
nine hundred lances, without counting the other 
armed men, of whom there were numbers. He 
took up his quarters at Oftrenant upon the Scheld, 
over which a bridge was thrown for the communi- 
cation of one army with the other. 

The duke of Brabant was no fooner arrived, than 
he fent his challenge to the king of France, who 
was at Compi^gne ; at which fir Lewis de Travehen, 
who had hitherto exculpated him, was fo confound- 
ed, that he would not return into Brabant, but died 
of grief in France. 

During the fiege of Cambray there were many 
fldrmiflies and combats : fu: John of Hainault, and the 
lord of Fauquemont^ as ufual, made their excurfions 
together, and burnt and deflxoyed much of the 
country of Cambrefis. 

Thefe lords, with five hundred lances, and a 
thoufand other men at arms, came to the cafUe of 
Oify, in Cambrefis, and afiaulted it fo fiirioufly, that 
it would have been taken, if the knights and efquires 
within had not mofi: valiantly defended it for the lord 
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of Coucy ; fo that little damage was done, and thef< 
lords returned to their quarters. 

The earl of Hainault and his forces came 
Saturday to the gates of St. Quentin, and made a 

vigorous attack upon them. John ChandoSj as y^*' -et 
but an efquire (of whofe prowefs this book will fpea^^sak 
much), flung himfelf between the barrier and t li. Jii e 
gate, at the length of a lance, and fought very gatf^saU 
lantly with an efquire of Vermandois, called Johc~Jhn 
de Saint Dizier : each of them performed great deec^^-ds 
of valour ; and the Hainaulters got pofleffion 1" -)y 
force of the barriers. The earl of Hainault tod h^Kis 
marfhals, fir Gerard de Verchin and fir Yi&amry 
d'Antoing, were prefent, and advantageoufly poftec/. 
as well as many others, who ventured boldly in t 
purfuit of honour. 

The lords of Beaumont, Fauquemont, Anghien, 
fir Walter Manny, with their forces, were at a gate, 
called Robert's gate, upon which they made a bri{k 
attack; but thofe of Cambray, and the foldiers 
whom the king of France had fent thither, defended 
themfelves with fo much valour and Ikill, that the 
aflailants gained no advantage, but retreated to their 
quarters well beaten and tired. 

The young earl of Namur came to ferve under 
the earl of Hainault, according to his requeft, and 
faid that he would be of their party fo long as they 
remained in the Empire ; but, the moment they en- 
tered France, he (hould go and join the king trf 
France, who had retained him, and entreated him 
fo to do. This alfo was the intention of the earl of 
Hainault, who had commanded his peofde, that 

none 
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none fhould dare to commit any adts of violence in 
the kingdom of France under pain of death. 

Whilft the king of England was befieging the city 
of Cambray with full forty thoufand men at arms, 
and preffing it clofely by different affaults, the king 
bf France affembled his forces at Peronne, in the 
Vermandois. 

About this time the king of England called a 
council of thofe from his own country, and particu- 
larly fir Robert d*Artois, in whom he had much 
tonfidence, and demanded of them, whether it were 
beft to enter the kingdom of France, and go to 
meet his adverfary, or to remain before Cambray, 
until he (hould have taken it. The lords of Eng- 
land, and his privy counfellors, feeing the city was 
:Arong, and well provided with men, provifion, and 
^urtillery, and that it would take fome time to con- 
uer it— of which, however, they were not well 
flured, for no great deeds of arms had yet been 
erformed — that the winter was faft approaching, 
nd that they were there at a very great expenfe, 
ve their opinion, that the king (liould pufh for- 
^^vard into France ; for he could there find plenty of 
borage, and a greater fupply of provifion. 

This council was followed ; and all the lords were 
^Drdered to diflodge and pack up their tents, pavi- 
lions, and baggage. They advanced towards Mont 
St. Martin, which is upon the borders of France, 
;aild they marched very regularly by companies, 
«ach lord with his own people. 

The earls of Northampton, Gloucefter, and Suf- 
folk, were the marflials of the Engliih hoft, and the 
earl of Warwick was the conftable of England. 
Vol. I. L They 
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They eafily paffed the riyer Scheld, not ht froan 
Mount St, Martin, for it is not very wide at that 
place- 

When the earl of Hainault had accompanied the 
king of England as . far as the boundaries of the 
Empire, fo that if he paffed the Scheld he would 
be in the kingdom of France, he took his leave^ 
faying he would not advance further with him at 
this time ; for as he had been fent to, and his aid 
requefted by king Philip, his uncle, whofe ill-will 
he wilhed not to incur, he would go ferve him in 
France, as he . had ferved the king of England in 
the Empire. The king replied, * God affift you.* 

The earls of Hainault and Namur then turned 
back, and went to Quefnoy with all their troops ; 
the earl of Hainault difbanded the greater part of 
his, but defired of them to hold themfelves in 
readinefs, for he fliould Ihortly go to the affiflance 
of the king of France, his uncle. 



CHAP. XXXVIII. 



KING EDWARD CREATES SIR HENRY OF FLANDERS 
A KNIGHT*, AND AFTERWARD MARCHES INTO 
PICARDY. 

A S foon as the king of England had paffed the 

Scheld, and had entered the kingdom of 

France, he called to him the lord Heniy of Flsp- 

ders, 

* ttis name was Henry Earn. He was eight years after- 
ward knighted, or, more probably, made a banneret, by the 
prince of Waks, who fettled on him one hundred marks for 
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ders, who was but a young efquire, and knighted 
lum-*-at the fame time giving him two hundred 
pounds fterling a year, properly fecured in England. 
The king was lodged in the abbey of Mont Su 
Martin, where he remained two days ; his troops 
were fcattered round about in the country. The 
duke of Brabant was quartered at the monaftery of 
Vaiicelles. 

When the king of France, who was at Com-* 

piegne, heard this news, he increafed his forces 

every where, and fent the earl of Eu and Guines, 

iis conftable, with a large body of men at arms, 

to St* Quentin, to guard that town and the frontiers 

againft his Enemies. He fent the lords of Coucy 

^md of Ham to their caftles, and a great number of 

:xnen at arms to Guife, Ribemont, Bouchain, and 

"^he neighbouring fortreffes on the borders of his 

Hdngdom, and came himfelf to Peronne, in the 

"Vermandois. 

During the time the king of England was at the 

^bbey of Mont St. Martin, his people overran the 

"^:ountry as for as Bapaume, and very near to Pe- 

:3*onne and St^ Quentin : they found it rich and 

3)lentiful, for there had not been any wars in thofe 

3)arts. 

Sir Henry of Flanders, to do credit to his newly 
acquired knighthood, and to obtain honour, made 
ojie of a party of knights, who w^re conduded by 

^is life, payable from the manor of Bradenadi, in the 
^unty of Devon. He was alfo the twenty-fourth knight of 
thegartcr* Ashmole. 
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fir John de H^inault. There were among them the 
lords of Fauquemont, Bergues, Vaudrefen, Lens^ 
and many others, to the number of five hundred 
combatants : they had a defign upon a town in the 
neighbourhood, called Hennecourt, whither the 
greater number of the inhabitants of the country 
had, retired, who, confiding in the ftrength of thia 
fortrefs, had carried with them all their moveables.' 
Sir Arnold of Bacqueghen and fir William du 
Dunor had already been there, but had , done 
nothing : upon which all thefe lords had coUe&ed 
together, and were defirous of going thither to da 
their utmoft to conquer it. 

There was an abbot at that tome in Hennecourt 
of great courage and underftanding, who ordered 
barriers to be made of wood-work around the town, 
and likewife to be placed acrofs the ftreets, fo that 
there was not more than half a foot from one poft 
to the other ; he then collefted armed men, pro- 
vided ftones, quick-lime, and fuch like inftruments 
of annoyance, to guard them. 

As foon as the lords above mentioned came there^ 
the abbot pofted his people between the baniers 
and the gate, and flung the gate open ; the lords 
difmounted and approached the barriers^ whiciv 
were very ftrong, fword in hand, arid great ftrokes 
were given to thofe within, who defended themfelves 
very valiantly. Sir Abbot did not fpare hknfelf f 
but, having a good leathern jerkin on, deak about 
his blows manfully, and received as good in his 
turn. Many a gallant aftion was performed j and 
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tfcofe within the barriers flung upon the a/Tailanta 
ftones, logs, and pots full of lime, tp annoy them. 

It chanced that fir Henry of Flanders, who was 

one of the foremoft, with his fword attached to his 

wrift, laid about hkn at a great rate : he came too 

near the abbot, who caught hold of his fword, and 

drew him to the barriers with fo much force, that 

his arm was dragged through the grathig, for he 

could not quit his fword with honour. The abbot 

continued pulling, and, had the grating been wide 

enough, he would have had him through, for his 

jfhoulder had pafled, and he kept his hold, to the 

luiight's great difcomfort. On the other fide, his 

T)rother knights were endeavouring to draw him out 

of his hands ; and this lafted fo long, that fir 

3tleiuy was forely hurt : he was, however, at laft 

xefcued — ^but his fword remained with the abbot. 

.And at the time I was writing this book, as I paiTed 

through that town, the monks fliowed me this fword, 

^hich was kept there, much ornamented. It was 

there that I learnt all the truth of this aflault. 

Hennecourt was very yigoroufly attacked that day j 
^d it lafted until vefpers. Many of the aflailants 
'Were killed pr wounded. Sir John of Hainault loft 
a knight from Holland, called fir Herman, who 
bore for arms a fefs cpmpone gules, and in chief, 
three buckles azure. 

When the Flemings, Hainaulters, Englifh, and 
Germans, who were there, faw the courage of 
thofe within the town, and that, inftead of gaining 
any advantage, they were beaten down and 
lyounded, they retreated in the evening, carr)'ing 
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with them to their quarters the wounded and 
bruifed. 

On the next morning the king departed from 
Mont St. Martin, and ordered, under pain of death, 
that no damage fhould be done to the abbey, which 
was obfervedi They then entered the Vermandois, 
and at an early hour took up their lodgings oil 
Mont St. Quentin. They were in a regular order- 
of battle ; and thofe of St. Quentjn might hav^ 
encountered them, had they chpfen it, but the] 
had no defire to iflue out of the town. 

The fcouts of the army went up to the bar^iiers, 
and fldrmiihed with thofe who were there. The 
conftable of France and fir Charles de Blois drew 
up their people in order of battle before the bar- 
riers ; and when the Engliflimen, among vrhom 
were the earl of Suffolk, the earl of Northampton, 
fir Reginald Cobham, and many others, few the 
planner in which it was done, they retreated to the 
main army of the king, which remained encaiuped 
oil the hill until four o'clock the next morning. 
A council was then held, to cpnfider whether tjiey 
fhould march ftraight into France, or draw towarc^ 
Ti^rache, keeping near the borders of Hainauitt 
By the advice of the duke of Brabant, the latter 
plan was followed, as from that country they drew 
all their proviflon ; and they refolved, that if king 
Philip fbou Jd follow them with his army^ as t|iey 
fuppofed he would, they would wait for him in th^ 
plains, and give him battle without fail. 

They then fet out from Mont St. Quentin, ranged 
jn a regular order, in three battalions. The marfhals 
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and the Germans led the van, the king of England 
the centre, and the duke of Brabant the rear : they 
advanced not more than three or four leagues a 
day, halting early, but burning and pillaging all 
the country they paffed through. 

A troop of Englifli and Germans crofTed the 
river Somme, a little below the abbey of Vermans, 
to which they did much damage ; another troop, 
under the command of fir John of Hainault, and 
the lords of Fauquemont and Bacqueghen, went 
by a diflferent road, and came to Origny. St. 
Benoite *, a tolerably good town, but weakly en- 
ciofed ; fo that it was foon taken by aflault, robbed, 
and pillaged, an abbey of nuns violated, and the 
whole town burnt. They then marched forward 
towards Guife and Ribemont. 

The king of England came and lodged at Veho- 
ries, where he remained a whole day, whilft his 
people overran all the country thereabouts, and 
laid it wafle. The king then took his road to la 
I^lamengrie, in his way to PEfchelle, in Tierache : 
the marflials, with the bifliop of Lincoln, accom- 
panied by upwards of five hundred lances, crofled 
the river Trifagee, entered the Laonnois, near the 
eftate of the lord of Coucy, and burnt St. Gouvin 
and the town of Marie. They lay one night at 
Yau, below Laon, and the next day returned to 
the main army, as they had learnt from fome of 
their prifoners that king Philip of France was come 



* A fmall town in Picardj'', three leagues from St. 
Qnentiu. 
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to St. Quentin \vith one hundred thoufand men, 
and there intended to crofs the river Somme* 
They burnt in their retreat a very good town, called 
Crecy fur Selle, with a great many others, as well 
as villages, in that neighbourhood* 

We muft now fpeak of the expedition of fir 
John of Hainault, who had with him full five hun? 
dred fighting men. . He came firft to Guife, which 
he burnt, and deftroyed the mills. In the fortrefs 
was the lady Jarie, his daughter, wife of Lewis earl 
of Blois: Ihe begged of her father to fpare the 
lands and heritage of his fon-in-law ; but in vain — : 
for fir John would not depart, until be had cora^ 
pleted the purpofe . of his expedition. He then 
returned to the king, who was lodged in the abbey 
of Sarnaques, while his people overran the country. 

The lord of Fauquemont led fix fcore German 
lances to Lonnion, in Tierache, a large level town j 
the inhabitants of which had almoft all retired with 
what they could carry off into the woods, and there 
had fortified their pofition, by cutting down large 
trees. The Germans followed them, and being 
joined by fir Arnold Bacqueghen and his company, 
they attacked the people of Lonnion in the wood, 
who defended themfelves as well as they could : 
but they were overpowered, and obliged to flee. 
There were about forty killed and wounded, and 
^11 they brought there plundered. Thus was thi§ 
pountry ruined without any hindrance j and the 
Jlnglifh afted as they thought proper^ 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

'^HE KINGS OF FRANCE AND OF ENOt AND APPOINT 
A DAY FOR THEIR ARMIES TO ENGAGE. 

^ING Edward fet out from Samaques, and 

came to Montrieul, where he lay one day, 

^cl on the morrow to la Flamengrie, where he can- 

^^xxed all his people near him: their numbers 

^^'^^.ounted to more than forty thoufand men. He 

Xd a council, and refolved, that he would wait 

king Philip and his army, and would there oflfer 

^•^^m battle. 

The king of France had left St. Quentin, where 

'^^ was daily receiving reinforcements, with all his 

ly, and advanced as far as Vironfoffe, where he 

)pped, and ordered his army to halt, faying he 

'^A^ould not move further, before he fought the king 

^^f England and his allies, who were not more than 

"tiwo leagues diftant. 

As foon as the earl of Hainault, who had re- 
gained at Quefnoy with his men at arms, was in- 
formed that the king of France was at Vironfoffe, 
in expeftation of giving battle, he pufhed forward, 
and joined the army of France with about five 
hundred lances, and prefented himfelf before his 
uncle, who did not receive him very gracioufly, 
becaufe he had been with his adverfary before Cam- 
bray: neverthelefs the earl excufed himfelf fo 
handfomely, that the king and his counfellors were 
well enough fatisfied. It was ordered by the 
marfhals, that is to fay, by the marfhals Bertrand 

and 
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and de Trie, that the earl fhould be polled very 
near to the Englifli army. 

The quarters of the two kings were on the plain 
between Vironfofle and la Flaniengrie, without any 
advantage of ground — and in the memory of man 
there had not been feen fo fine an affembly of great 
lords ; for the king of France was there in perfon, 
and had with him king Charles of Bohemia, the 
king of Navarre, and the king of Scotland, dukes, 
counts, barons, and knights without number, an4 
they were daily increafing. 

When the king of England had halted in the 
champaign country of Tierache, as you have before 
heard, he was informed, that the king of France 
was within two leagues of him, and eager to give 
him battle ; he therefore fummoned the chiefs of 
his army, and demanded of them the beft method 
of preferving his honour, as his intention was to 
accept the combat. 

The lords looked at each other, and .requefted 
the duke of Brabant to give his opinion. The duke 
replied, that he was for fighting, aS they could not 
depart honourably without it j and he advifed, that 
a herald fhould be fent to the king of France, to 
offer him battle, and to fix the day. 

A herald, who belonged to the duke of Gueldres, 
and fpoke French well, had this commiflion. After 
being informed what he was to fay, he rode to the 
French army, and coming to the king and his 
counfellors, told them, that the king of England, 
having halted in the plains, demanded and required 
the combat of one army againft the other. To this 

king 



king Philip anfwered willingly, and appointed the 
Friday following for the day, this being Wednefday. 

T^e herald returned back, well cloathed with 
handfome furred mantles, which the king and lords 
of France had given him for the fake of the news 
he had brought, and rented the good cheer he had 
received. 

The day being thus fixed, information of it was 
given to the captains of either army, and every one 
made his preparations accordingly. 

On the Thurfday morning, two knights belong- 
i|ig to the earl of Hainault, the lords of Faguinelles 
and Tupegny, mounted their fteeds ; and thefe two, 
leaving their own army, fet out to view that of the 
Eriglifh. They rode on for fome time boldly along 
the line of the Englifli army ; when it chanced 
that the horfe of the lord of Faguinelles took fright, 
ran off, in fpite of all the efforts of his matter, and 
carried him, whether he would or no, to the 
quarters of the enemy. He fell into the hands of 
the Germans, who, foon perceiving he did not be- 
long to their party, furrounded him and his horfe, 
and took him prifoner. He remained prifoner to 
five or fix German gentlemen, who immediately 
ranfomed him. 

^Vhen they found out that he was a Hainaulter, 
they alked him whethei* he knew fir John of 
Hainault ; he replied, Yes, and begged of them, 
for the love of God, to carry him to him, becaufe 
he was fure he would be fecurity for his ranfom. 
The Germans were delighted at this, and carried 
him to fir John, who pledged himfelf for his i-an- 
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|bm. The lord of Faguinelles thereupdtt feturtt^d 
to the anny of Hainault, to his earl and other 
lords^ His deed was returned to him thrdugh the 
entreaties of the above lord of Beaumont. Thus 
pafled that day, without any other thing occurring 
worthy of being recorded. 
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CHAP. XL. 

THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND DRAW UF 
THEIR ARMIES IN BATTLE ARRAY AT VIRON- 
FOSSE. 

XT/'HEN Friday morning was come, the two 
armies got themfelves in readinefs, and heard 
mafs, each lord among his own people, and at his 
own quarters : many took the facrament and coiw 
feffed themfelves. 

We fliall fpeak firft of the EngKfb order of 
battle, which was drawn out on the plain,* and 
formed three battalions of infantry. They place4 
their horfes and baggage in a fmall wood behind 
them, and fortified it. 

The firft battalion was commanded - by the duke 
of Gueldres, the marquis of Nuys, the marquis of 
Blanckenburg, fir John de Hainault, the earls of 
Mons and Savines, the lord of Fauquemont, fir 
William du Fort, fir Arnold de Bacqueghen, and 
the Germans. There were twenty-two banners 
and fixty pennons ; and the whole cpnfifted of 
eight thoufand good men. 

The 



The fecond battalion was under the duke of 
Brabant, with whom were die barons and knights 
of his country- Firft, the lord of Kus, the lord 
of Breda, the lord of B.ergues, the lord of Rodas^ 
the Icrfd of Vaufelaire, the lord of Broguinal, the 
lord d'Eftonnevort, the lord of Wyten, the lord 
d*Elka, the lord of Caffebegne, the lord of Dufile, 
fir Thierry de Valcourt, fir Raffe de Gres, fir John 
de Caffebegne, fir Walter de Hautebergue, the 
three brothers de Harlebeque,- fir John Fitifee, fir 
Giles de Cotterebe, fir Henry of Flanders, whom 
we had before occafion to mention, and feveral 
other barons and knights of Flanders, who were 
linder the banner of the duke of Brabant y that h 
to fay, the lords of Hallain and Guiten, fir Heftor 
Villains, fir John of Rhodes, fir Vauflart de Gui* 
ftelles, fir William d'Eftrates, fir Goffum de la 
MuelFe, and many more. 

The duke of Brabant had with him twenty-four 
banners and eighty pennons ; the whole amounting 
to fev^n thoufand men. 

The third battalion, which was the greateft, was 
commanded by the king of England in perfon^ 
With him were, his coufin, the earl of Derby, fon 
of the earl of Lancafter, the bifhop of Lincoln, 
the bifhop of Durham, the earl of Salifbury, the 
earls of Northampton and Gloucefter, the earl of 
Suffolk, fir Robert d'Artois, who was called earl 
of Richmond, the earl of Hereford, fir Reginald 
Cobham, the lord Percy, the lord Roos, the lord 
Mowbray, fir Lewis and fir John Beauchamp, the 
lord Delaware, the lord Lincoln, the lord Baffet, 
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the lord Fltzwalter, fir Walter Manny, fix* Ung^^ 
Haftings, fir John Lifle, and many others, whoni^^, 
I cannot name. The king created many knights j ^« 
among whom was fir John Chandos, whofe numer- 
ous adts of prowefs are recorded in this book. 

The king had twenty-eight banners and ninety 
pennons ; and there might be in his divifion about 
fix thoulimd men at arms, and the fame number of 
archers. He had formed on his wing another bat- 
talion, under the command of the earl of Warwick, 
the earl of Pembroke, the lord Berkeley, the lord 
Molins, and fome others, who were on horfeback^ 
in order to rally thofe that might be thrown into 
diforder, and to ferve as a rear guard. 

When every thing had been thus arranged, and 
each lord under his proper banner, as had been 
ordered by the marlhals, the king mounted an am- 
bling palfreys and, attended only by fir Robert 
d'Artois, fir Reginald Cobham, and fir Walter 
Manny, rode along the line of his army, and right 
fweetly entreated the lords and their companions, 
that they would aid him to preferve his honour, 
which they all promifed. He then returned to his 
own divifion, fet himfelf in battle array as became 
him, and ordered that no one ihould advance before 
the banners of .the marfhals. 

We will now fpeak of the king of France, as it 
has been related by thofe who were prefent. There 
were eleven fcore banners, four kings, fix dukesy 
iwenty.fix earls, upwards of five thouiand knights, 
and more than forty thoufand common men^ 

With 
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"With Philip de Valois, king of France, were, 
kings of Bohemia, of Navarre, and of Scot- 
land; the dukes of Normandy, Brittany, Burgundy, 
^Bourbon, Lorraine, and Athens; the earls of 
-AJeii5on (the king's brother), of Flanders, of 
liainault, of Blois, of Bar, of Forets, of Foix^ 
Armagnac, the earl dauphin of Auvergne, the 
•Is of Longueville, of Eftampes, of Vendome, 
Harcourt, of St. Pol, of Guines, of Boulogne, 
Roufly, ofDammartin, of Valentinois, of Aux- 
^^Tre, of Sancerre, of Geneve, of Dreux ; and 
firom Gafcony and Languedoc fo many earls and 
'vilcounts, that it would take up too much time to 
Same them. , 

It was a fine fight to fee ):he banners and pennons 
£ying in the plain, the barbed horfes, the knights 
and efquires richly armed. 

The French were formed in three large battalions, 
each coftfifling of fifteen thoufand men at arms, 
and twenty thoufand men on foot. 



CHAP. XLI. 



THE TWO KINGS RETIRE FROM VIRONFOSSE WITH- 
OUT GIVING BATTLE, 

IT was a matter of much wonder how two fuch 
fine armies could feparate without fighting. But 
the French were of contrary opinions among them- 
felves, and each fpoke out his thoughts. Some faid 
it would be a great fhame, and very blamable, if 
the king did not give battle when he faw his enemies 
to near him, and drawn up in his own kingdom in 
5 battle 
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battle array, in order to fight with him according id 
his jH-omife : others faid it would exhibit a finguldr 
inftance of madnefs to fight, as they were not 
certain that fome treachery •was not intended ; . be- 
Cdesj if fortune fhould be unfavourable, theldng 
would run a. great rifk of lofing his kingdom j andy 
if he' fhould conquer his enemies, he would not be 
the nearer to gain pofleffion of England, or of the 
lands of the allies. Thus the day paffed until near 
twelve o'clock in difputes and debates. About 
noon a hare was ftarted in the plain, and ran among 
the French army, who began to make a great 
fhouting and noife, which caufed thofe ii^ ,the rear 
to imagine the combat was begun in the front, and 
nuuay put on their helmets, and make ready their 
fwords. Several new knights were made, efpedally 
by the earl of Hainault, who knighted fourteen, 
and they were ever after called knights of the 

hare. 

* 

In this fituation the two armies remained all Fri- 
day, without moving^ except as has been mentioned. 
In the midft of the debates of the council of the 
king of France, letters were brought to the king 
from Robert king of Sicily, addreffed to him and 
his council. 

This king Robert was, as they faid, a very great 
aftrologer, and full of deep fcience : he had often 
caft the nativities of the kings of France and Eng- 
land, and had found, by his aftrology and the in- 
fluence of the ftars, that, if the king of France 
fought with the king of England in perfon, he 
would furely be defeated ; in confequence of which^ 
Ije, as a wife king, and much fearing the danger 

and 
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^nd peril of his coufin, the king of France, had 
fent long before letters, moft eameftly to requeft 
king Philip and his council never to give battle to 
the Engliih when king Edward fhould be there in 
perfon. * , 

Thefe doubts, and this letter from the king of 

Sicily, made many of the lords of France fore dif- 

h.eartened, of which the king was informed, who, 

ixotwithftanding, was very eager for the combat; 

but he was fo fhx)ngly diffuaded from it, that the day 

J^afled quietly, and each man retired to his quarters. 

' " When the earl of Hainault faw that there was no 

I.£kelihood of a battle, he departed with" all his 

people, and returned to Quefnoy. 

ITie king of England, the duke of Brabant, and 
^he other lords, began to prepare for their return, 
packed up their baggage, and came that Friday 
night to Avefnes, in Hainault, where they took up 
their quarters, and in its neighbourhood. 

The next day the Germans and Brabanters took 
their leave, and returned to their homes. The king 
of England went to Brabant with the duke, his 
coufin. 

The king of France, the Friday afternoon that 
the two armies had been drawn out in order of 
battle, retired to his lodgings, very angry that the 
combat had not taken place ; but thofe of his council 
told him he had aded right well, and had valiantly 
purfued his enemies, infomuch that he had driven, 
them out of his kingdom, and the king of England 
mud niake many fuch expeditions before he could 
conquer the kingdom of France. 
• Vouh M The 
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The next day king Philip gave permiflion for all 
to depart, dukes, barons, knights, &c. moft cour- 
teoufly thanking the leaders for having come fo well 
equipped to ferve and affift him. Thus ended this 
great expedition, and every man returned to his 
own houfe. 

The king of France went to St. Omer, and gave 
there his principal orders for public aflfairs. He dif-* 
patched a great number of men at arms into his 
garrifons, efpecially to Toumay, Lifle, and Dovaf^ 
and to all the towns bordering on the Empire. He 
fent fir Godemar du Fay to Toumay, and made him^ 
governor-general and regent of all the country 
thereabout, and fir Edward de Beaujeu to Mor- 
taigne ; and when he had ordered the reft of his 
bufineis to his liking, he drew towards Paris. 



CHAP. XLIL 

KING EDWARD ASSUMES THE ARMS AND TITLE 

OF KING OF FRANCE. 

'^^^HEN king Edward had departed from la 
Flamengrie, and arrived in Brabant, he fet 
out ftraight for Bruffels ; whither he was attended 
by the duke of Gueldres, the duke of Juliers, the 
marquis of Blanckenburg, the earl of Mons, the lord 
John of Hainault, the lord of Faquemont, and all 
the barons of the Empire, who were allied to him, 
as they wifhed to confider what was next to be done 
in this war which they had begun. For greater ©c- 
pedition, they ordered a conference to be holden kk 
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the dty of Bruflels, and invited Jacob von Artaveld 
to attend it, who came thither in great array, and 
brought witli him all the councib from the principal 
towns of Flanders. 

At this parliament, the king of England was ad* 
vifed, by his allies of- the Empire, to folicit the 
Flemings to give him their aid and afCftance in this 
war, to challenge the king of France, to follow 
king Edward wherever he ihould lead them, and in 
return he would ailift them in the recovery of Lifle^ 
Dotiay, and Bethune. 

The Flemings heard this propoM with pleafure ; 
but they requefted of the king, that they might con- 
fider of it among themfelves, and in a ihort time 
they would give their anfwer. 

The king confented, and foon after they made 
this reply: 

' Beloved fire, you formerly made us a fimilar 

i^uefl: ; and we are willing to do every thing in 

ineafon for you, without prejudice to our honour 

and faith— but we are pledged by promife on oath, 

imder a penalty of two mfllions of florins, to the 

apbftolicat chamb^, not to a& offenfively againft 

the king of France in any way, whoever he may be, 

"without forfadng this fum, and incurring the fen^ 

ttiice of excoHununication : but if you will do what 

we will tell you, you will find a remedy ; which is, 

diat you take the arms of France, quarter them 

with thofe of England, and call yourfelf king of 

France. We will acknowledge your title as good^ 

smd we ^1 demand of you quittance for the above 

tnm^ which you will grant us as king of France : 

Ms thus 
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* 

thus we fliall be abfolved, and at liberty to go with 
you wherever you pleafe.* 

The king fummoned his council, for he was loth 
to take the title and arms of France, feeing that at 
prefent he had not conquered any part of that 
kingdom, and it was uncertain whether he ever 
Ihould : on the other hand, he was unwilling to lofe 
the aid and afliflance of the Flemings, who could be 
of greater fervice to him than any others at that 
period. He confulted, therefore, with the lords of 
the Empire, the lord Robert d'Artois, and his molt 
privy counfellors, who, after having duly weighed 
the good and bad, advifed him to make for anfwer 
to the Flemings, that if they would engage, under 
their feals, to the agreement of aiding him to carry 
on the war, he would willingly comply with their 
conditions, and would fwear to afCft them in the 
recovery of Lifle, Douay, and Bethune j to which 
they willingly confented. A day was fixed for tfiem 
to meet at Ghent, where the king and the greater part -^ jI 
of the lords of the Empire, and in general the council 
&om the different towns in Flanders affembled. 
above mentioned propofals and ahfwers were 
repeated, fwom tr, and fealed; and the king 
England bore the airms of Prance, quartering them^r^si 
with thofe of England : he alfo took the title o 
king of France from that day forward, and 
tained it, until he laid it afidef by a certain agree- 
ment, as will be hereafter related in this book. ' 

At this conference held at Ghent, the lords en- 
gaged the fummer enfuing to make an aftiye.war in 
France, and promifed to befiege the city of Xoumay. 

The 
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The Flemings were much rejoiced at this, for 
they thought they fhculd be ftrong enough to con- 
qcier it ; and if it were once under the protedkion of 
the king of England, they could eafily recover Lifle, 
IDouay, Bethune, and all their dependencies, which 
of right belonged to the country of Flanders, 

The lords and the councils were ftill at Ghent, 
rliuch wondering why thofe of the country of 
Bainault had not come to this conference ; but fuch 
proper excufes were fent, that the king and the 
others were fatislied. 

Things remained on this footing, when the lords 
took their leave, and fet out for their own country. 
The king of England went to Antwerp ; but the 
queen remained with her train at Ghent, where (he 
was often vifited and comforted by Jacob von Art4- 
vdd and other lords and ladies of Ghent. 

The king left in Flanders the earls of SalKbury 
jand of Suffolk, who went to the town of Ypres, 
• which they garrifoned, and thence haraffed much 
thofe of Lifle and its environs. 

When the king's veffel was ready, he embarked 
with a numerous attendance at Antwerp, and f^ed 
for London, where he arrived about St. Andrew's 
day, 1339, and was joyfi;illy ^received by his fubjefts, 
who were anxious for his return. 

Great complaints were made to him of the 
ravages which the Normans, Picard3> and Spaniards 
had committed at Southampton; upon which he 
anfwered, that, whenever it came to his turn, he 
would make them pay dearly for it— and he kept 
bis word before the end of that year, 
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CHAP. XLin. 

THE FRENCH DESTROY THE TERRITORIES OF SIR 

JOHN OF HAINAULT. 

IT ING Philip, after his return to Paris, had dif- 
banded his army j but he had fent ftrong 
reinforcements to the navy which he had at fea, 
under tlie command of Quiriel, Bahucet, and Bar- 
benoire. Thefe three mafter corfairs had under 
them a number of Genoefe, Normans, Picards, and 
Bretons, as foldiers, and had done this winter much 
damag'e to the Englifh : they frequently came near 
Sandwich, Rye, Winchelfea, and Dover, upon the 
Englifh coaft, and were much dreaded, for they had 
upwards of fixty thoufand foldiers, and none durft 
leave the Englifh ports, for fear of being pillaged 
and put to death. 

Thefe feamen had gained confiderably for the 
king of France during the courfe of the winter, and, 
in particular, had taken the fhip Chriflopher, richly 
laden with money and wool, which the Englifh were 
carrying to Flanders. This vefTel had cofl the king^ 
of England a very large fum. When taken by the 
Normans and others, it was pillaged, and all on 
board put to death. The French afterwards fpoke 
much of thi§ capture, and made great boaflings re- 
fpefting it. 

The king of France was continually thinking how 
he could revenge himfelf on his enemies, and efpe- 
cially on fir John of Hainault, who had done him, 
as he had been informed, much xnifchief } fuch as 

con- 



i6y 

conducting king Edward into the countries of Cam- 
brelis and Tierache, and burning and deftroying all 
he pafled through. He wrote therefore to my lord 
de Bemont, lord of Brefne, to the vidame of 
Chalons, to the lord John de la Bone, to the lords 
John and Gerald de Loire, ordering them to colled 
a body of men, and make an incurfion upon the 
lands of the lord John of Hainault, and bum them 
without delay. 

Thefe lords obeyed the king's command, and fe» 
cretly colledled fo many, that they amounted to five 
hxmdred armed men, with whom they one morning 
came before the town of Chimay, eiitered it, and 
made a large booty; for the inhabitants never 
imagined the French would advance fo far ijuto the 
country, or venture to pafs the foreft of Tierache : 
however, they did fo, and they burnt the fuburbs of 
Chimay, and many villages in the neighbourhood, 
indeed almoft all the territory of Chimay, except ita 
fortrefles. They then retreated to Aubenton, in 
Tierache, with their plunder. 

News and complaints of this were foon brought 
to fir John of Hainault, who at that time was at 
Mons with his nephew, at which he was very angry, 
and not without caufe : the earl was alfo difpleafed, 
for thefe lands were held under him ; but he was 
filent, and (howed not any open defigii of revenge 
upon the kingdom of France. 

About the time of this difafter, it happened that 
fome foldiers, who were garrifoned in Cambray, 
came, to a fmall fortified houfe, beyond the walls of 
that town, called Relenqnes, that belonged to fir 
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John of Hainault, and was guarded by a baftard of 
his, who might have with him about fifteen men } 
they attacked it one whole day, but it was valiantly 
defended. The ditches were frozen over, fo that 
any one might approach the walls, which thofe 
within perceiving, packed up all they could, and 
leaving it about midnight, fet it on fire. The next 
morning, when thofe from Cambray returned and 
faw it on fire, they defli*oyed the walls and every 
thing remaining. The baftard and his companions 
retreated to Valenciennes. 

It has been before related how fir Walter Manny 
took the caftle of Thin I'Eveque, and placed his 
brother Giles Manny with a garrifon in it. This 
hrother made many incurfions upon thofe of Cam^ 
bray, and gave them much uneafinefs, for he was 
every day Ikirmifhing cldfe up to the barriers. In 
this ftate he kept them for fome time. 
' One morning very early he fet out from the 
caftle of Thin with about fix fcore men. at arms, 
and came to the barriers at Cambray. The alarm 
was fo great, that many were frightened. The 
garrifon armed themfelves as faft as they could, and 
mounted their horfes with all hafte, hurrying to the 
gate where the fkirmifli was, where, finding fir. Giles 
had driven back thofe of Cambray, they inftantly 
attacked their enemies. Among the Cambrefians 
was a young efquire from Gafcony, called William 
Marchant, who came to the field of battle mounted 
on a good fteed, his ftiield hanging to his neck, his 
lance in its reft, completely armed, and fpurring on 
to the combzit. When fir Giles f^w him ^tpproach. 
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he fpurred on to meet him moft vigoroufly, and they 
met lance in hand, without fear of each other. Sir 
Giles had his fliield pierced through, as well as all 
the armour near his heart, and the iron palfed quite 
through his body. Thus he fell to the ground. 
This caufed as great difmay to one party as joy to 
the other. The fldrmifli was very fliarp, feveral 
were wounded, and many gallant anions performed ; 
but at laft thofe of Cambray kept their ground, and 
drove back their enemies. 

They returned into the town in triumph with the 
body of fir Giles, whom they immediately difarmed, 
and had his wounds examined, and moft willingly 
would they have preferved his life ; but their wifhes 
were vain, for he died the next day. They deter- 
mined to fend the body to his two brothers, John 
and Thierry, who were in garrifon at Bouchan, in 
rOftrevant ; for, although the country of Hainault 
was not in a ftate of war, all the frontiers toward 
France were ftriftly guarded. They ordered a 
handfome coffin, in which they placed the corpfe, 
djtid directed two monks to carry it to his brothers, 
who received it with much forrow, and afterwards 
had it cal'ried to the church of the Cordeliers, at 
Valenciennes, where it was buried. 

The two brothers came to the cattle of Thin 
l*Ev6que, and made a very fevere war againft the 
Cambrefiaiis, in revenge for the lofs they had fuf- 
fered from them. 

Sir Godemar du Fay at this time commanded for 
the king of France in Toumay and the fortreffes in 
its neighbourhood ; the lord of Beaujeu in Mor- 
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taigne upon the Scheld ; the high fteward of Car- 
caflbnne in the to^n of St. Amand ; fir Aimery d6 
Poidiers in Douay ; the lord Gallois de la Baufme, 
the lord of Villars, the marfhal of Mirepoix, and the 
lord of Marneil, in the city of Cambray. Thefe 
knights, as well as the efquire^ and foldiers, defired 
nothing more ardently than permiffion to enter 
Hainaalt to pillage and deftroy it. The bifhop of 
Cambray^ who had retired to Paris, being near the 
king's perfon, complained, whenever he found a fit 
opportunity of the damage the Hainaulters had oc- 
cafioned him, and that they had burnt and deftroy ed 
for him more than any others would have done j fo 
that the king at laft gave his confent for the foldiers 
in the county of Cambray to make an invafion^ and 
over-run the country of Hainault. 

Then the garrifon of Cambray prepared fix huiN 
dred men at arms for this incurfion, and they fent 
out on a Saturday at night&ll from Cambray thofe 
that were ordered for it. At the fame hour thofe 
from Male-maifon began their march. The two 
detachments met on the road, and came to the town 
of Hafpres, which was a large handfome town^ 
though not fortified ; nor had the inhabitants any 
fear, for they had never received the fmalleft notice 
of war being declared againft the country. 

The French, on entering the town, found every 
one within doors. Having taken and pillaged wluu 
they pleafed, they burnt the town fo completely, 
that nothing but the walls remained. 

In Hafpres there was a priory of black monks^ 
that was dependant on that of St« Waaft in Anras; 

the 
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iBgs belonged to it^ which they alfo pillaged and 
burnt moft viUainoufly. They returned to Cam- 
bray after this excurfiouy driving all their booty be« 
fore them. 

News of this was foon carried to Valenciennes, 
and earl William was informed of it as he was fleep- 
i|ig in his hotel called la Salle. He immediatel]^ 
rofe, and drefled himfelf in great hafte, and fum- 
moned all the lords that were with him :— ^t thaf 
time there were not many, only his high fteward, 
fir Gerald de Verchin, fir Henry d'Antoing, fir 
Henry de Huffulife, fir Thierry de Walcourt, the 
lords of Flayon and Potrelles, and fome few at- 
tached to his perfon, for the others were lodged at 
different houfes, and were not ready as foon as th^ 
eariy'who, without waiting for them, haftened to 
the market-place of Valenciennes, and ordered the 
^larm bells to be rung. 

Thk awakened all the inhabitants, who made 
tbemfelves ready as quickly as poiEble to follow 
tbeir lord, who was already out of the town, oa 
horfeback, pufhiog forward towards Hafpres. 

When he had advanced about a league, he was 
istformed that his efforts were in vain, for the French 
bad retreated. He then went to the abbey of Fon- 
|«MJQe$, where the lady his mother refided, who 
took alt poffible pains to appeafe and foftea his 
s^ger ; but he faid, that for this robbery he would 
inaket dbie kiiigdom of France (hortly pay dear. 

The. lady his mother did all ihe could to appeafe 
Un^ and woisld moft wiUingly have made excufes 
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for the king of France in this difafter ; but he would 
not liften to them, and faid he mufl: confider in what 
manner he could moft fpeedily revenge himfelf, 
and burn part of the French territories. When he 
had remained there fome little time, he returned to- 
Valenciennes, and wrote letters to the knights and 
prelates, to have their advice what fhould be done 
under thefe circumftances, and to fummon them to 
be at Mons by a fixed day. 

When fir John of Hainault, who was at Beau- 
mont, thinking how he could bed revenge the 
burning of his land, heard thefe things, he mounted 
his horfe, and came to his nephew, whom he found 
at la Salle. As foon as the earl perceived him, he 
came to meet him, faying, ' Fair uncle, your abfence 
has made the French very proud.* Sir John replied, 

• God be praifed ! for although I am much vexed at 
the lofs you have fuftained, yet I cannot help being 
fomewhat pleafed with what has happened ; for you 
now fee what return you have had for the love and 
affiftance you bore to the French : — ^you muft now 
make an incurfion upon them on their own grounds/ 

* Fix upon the place,' faid the earl, * and it (hail be 
direftly undertaken.' 

When the day of the conference, which was to 
be holden at Mons, was arrived, all the councils 
from the different towns, as well as thofe of Holland 
and Zealand, were there. 

» Many propofals were made ; and fbme of the 
barons were for fending perfons properly inftruSed 
to the king of France, to demand if he had con- 
fented or ordered the invafion and burning of 
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Hainault, or had'fent his foldiers upon the lands of 
the earl, and upon what title this had been done, as 
there had not been any defiance or challenge fent to 
the earl or to the country. Others were for re- 
venging this outrage in a fimilar manner, as the 
French had begun. 

Upon thefe propofals there was much argument 
and debating ; but it was at laft determined, that 
neither the earl nor the country could get clear of 
this bufinefs without declaring war againft the king- 
dom of France, as well for the burning of the lands 
of Chimay, as for their outrages committed at 
Hafpres : it was therefore refolved, that a challenge 
fliould be fent to the king of France, and that 
srfterwards they (hould enter his kingdom with a 
large body of men. 

Thefe letters of defiance were written and fealed' 
by the earl and all the barons j and the abbot 
Thibaut de St. Crifpin was ordered to carry them* 
The earl then returned thanks to all his lords for 
the good difpofition he faw them in, for they had 
promifed him aid and affiftance in every fituation. 
• The abbot of St. Crefpin carried this challenge to 
the king, who made but fight of it, faying, that his 
nephew was an outrageous madman, and was bar- 
gaining to have his country burnt and deftroyed. 
The abbot, upon this, returned home, and related 
to the earl and his council what had happened to 
him, with the anfwers he had received. 

The earf immediately collefted men at arms, 
fummoned all his knights and efquires in Brabant 
and Flanders, as well as in his own country, and 
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exerted himfelf fo much, that in a ffiort time he got 
together a large body of horfemen, well equipped. 
They fet out from Mons, in Hainault, and that 
neighbourhood, and advanced towafrds the lands of 
Chimay, for it was the intention of the earl and his 
uncle to bum and deftroy the territories of the lord 
of Brefne, as alfo Aubenton, in Tierache. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

TtlE EARL OP HAINAULT TAKES AND DESTROYS 

AUBENTON, IN TIERACHE. 

•THE inhabitants of the town of Aubenton were 
much afraid of the earl of Hainault and his 
uncle, and had exprelTed their alarms to the high 
bsdliff of Vermandois, who fent to thdr aid the 
vidame of Chalons, the lord of Beaumont, the lord 
de la Bone, the lord John of Loire, and many others^ 

Thefe knights, with their companions, marched 
into Aubenton, to the amount dF frill three hundred 
men at arms. The town was enclofed only by a* 
palifade, which in many places was lately repait^d. 
They had made every preparation to wait for the 
Hainaulters and defend the town, which was lai^ge^ 
rich, and frill of draperies. 

The Hainaulters came on a Friday evenings and 
took up their quarters near Aubenton, whence 
they confidered on what fide the town was moft 
eafily to be taken. The next day they marched to 
attack it in three battalions, thei^ banners well 
arranged in front, with their crols-bow men* 
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The earl of Hainault led the firft battalion, hav* 
ing under him a multitude of knights and efquires of 
his own country. His uncle commanded the fecond, 
where there were many men at arms. The third 
was under the lord of Fauquemont, and compofed 
of Germans. Each lord was with his own people, 
and under his proper banner. 

The battle began immediately on their advancing, 
and very fliarp it was. The crofs-bow men Ihot 
from within and without, by which many were 
wounded. The earl and his battalion came to the 
gate, where there was a fevere aflault and mucH 
ikirmiihing. The vidame of Chalons, who was 
there, performed wonders ; and on the fpot he made 
three of his fons knights, who did many feats of 
arms worthy of their new honours : but the earl 
prefled them fo clofely, that he gained the bar« 
riers, and obliged his opponents to redre within the 
gate, where the aiTault condnued very fierce. 

Sir John de la Bone and fir John of Beaumont 
were polled at the gate leading to Chimay, which 
was gallantly attacked. The French were forced to 
retire within the gate, for they had loft their bar- 
riers, which the Hainaulters had carried, as well as 
the bridge. The combat was here renewed with 
double vigour, for thofe who had entered mounting 
upon the gate, flung down upon their afiailants logs 
of wood, pots full of lime, and plenty of ftones, by 
which thofe who had not very ftrong ihields were 
much hurt. 

Baldwin of Beaufort, an efquire of Hainault, re- 
ceived there fo violent a blow from a large ftone, 

that 
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that his fhield was fplit by it, and his ann broken, 
which forced him to retire to his quarters; an^, 
owing to this accident, for a long time he could not 
give any affiftance. 

The attack was puflied on with vigour, and the 
town defended by the garrifon with much valour ; 
which was indeed neceflary, as their affailants were 
many ; and, had it not been for the gentlemen who 
had entered Aubenton, it would have foon yielded* 
However, at length the town was taken by force ; 
the palifades, which were only of wood, were broken 
down. Sir John of Hainault and his banner firll 
entered the town, with great (houtings, and noife of 
men at arms. Then the vidame of Chalons retired 
towards the church with fome knights andefquires, 
where they formed themfelves, with difplayed ban- 
ners and pennons, to the intent of combating as long 
as their honour demanded : but the lord oiF Brefhe 
and his banner withdrew in a diforderly manner ; 
for he knew well how much fir John of Hainault was 
enraged againft him, and, if he had him in his power, 
would not admit of any ranfom ; fo he mounted» his 
fteed, and gallopped off. 

When fir John of Hainault found that he who had 
done fo much damage to his lands at Chimay was 
gone off towards Vervins^- he purfued him with part 
of his company ; but the lord of Brefne made greater 
hafte, and, finding the gate of the town open, rufhed 
in and faved himfelf. Sir John had followed him fo 
far fword in hand ; but, when he found that he had 
efcaped, he returned fpeedily by the great road to 
Aubenton : however, his people meeting thofe who 

were 
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were foHowlng the lord of Brefhe, attacked them, 
and killed a great many. 

The combat continued obftinate before the cathe- 
dral, and many were killed and wounded. Among 
the firft were the vidame and two of his fons: nor 
did any knight or efquire efcape death or being 
made prifoner, but thofe who had followed the lord 
ofBrefne. 

• Upwards of two thoufand men were taken in the 
town, which was pillaged of all the riches it con- 
tained ; many waggons and carts were laden with it, 
and fent to Chimay. The town was afterwards 
burnt to the ground ; and the Hainaulters took up 
their quarters on the river fide. 

After the deftruflion of Aubenton, they marohed 
toward Maubert-Fontaine, which they took on their 
arrhral, for it was defencelefs, and then pillaged and 
burnt it. They did the lame to Aubencheul aux 
B6is, to Signy I'Abbaye, Signy le Petit, and all the 
vikiges thereabouts, amounting to upwards of forty* 

The earl of Hainault, after this, retired towards 
Mons, where he difmiffed all his bands, after return- 
ing them thanks in fo gracious a manner for their 
aififtailce, that they all left him well pleafed. He 
iben formed the defign of paffing over to England 
to amufe himfelf, j^nd at the fame time form a ftrift 
alliance with the king, his brother-in-law, in order 
to ftrengthen himfelf; as he naturally imagined, 
that what he had done would not be taken quietly, 
but that die king of France, his uncle, would make 
jbme incurfions into his country ; /or which reafon 
ke was anxious to have the fupport of the Fnglifb, 
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the Flemings, aiid the Brabanters, and fumnloned 
his council at Mens, to whom he declared his in- 
tentions. He nominated and appointed his uncle, 
during his abfence, fif John^of Hainault, governor 
of the three countries of Hainault, Holland, and 
Zealand, and fet out with a fmall company for 
Dordrecht, where he embarked, and failed over to 
Enghnd. 

We (hall now leave the earl, and relate what 
happened to his country during his abfence. 

Sir John of Hainault, as you have heard, remained 
mafter and governor of the three provinces, by 
order of the earl, and he was obeyed as if he had 
been their true lord. He took up his quarters 
at Mons, .which he provifioned and flrengthened, 
as well as all the forts in its neighbourhood, efpe* 
cially thofe on the frontiers of France, with a 
fuffident number of men at arms. 

He fent four knights, the lord of Antoing, the 
lord of Waartang, the lord of Gommegines, and 
fir Henry Hui'phalize, to Valenciennes, as counfeU 
lors and advil'crs to the citizens and inhabitants. To 
Maubeuge, he fent the fenefchal of Hainault, fir 
Grerard de Werthin, with a hundred good lances 
and men at arms. To Quefnoy, the marfhal of 
Vlainault, fir 'i'hiery de Walcourt } and to Landrecy 
the lord of Potrelles. He placed in Bouchain three 
German knights, who were brothers, of the name 
of Conrad. Sir Gerard de Saffegnes was fent to 
Ffcaudavore^ and the lord of Fauquemont to 
Avefnes : all the other fortreffes {^ordering upon 
France were properly llrengtbencd. He begged and 
5 entreat^ 
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entreated each captain to be attentive to his own 
honour, and careful of what was intruded to him, 
which when they had all promifed, they fet out for 
their different ftations. 

We will now return to the king of France, and 
fpeak of the expedition he was forming to invade 
and deftroy Hainaqlt, of which he made his fon, 
the duke of Normandy, commander. 



CHAP. XLV. 

THOSE OP TOURNAY MAKE AN INCURSION INTO 

FLANDERS. 

TXT" HEN the king of France had been informed, 
that the Hainaulters had burnt the country 
of Tierache, had killed his knights, and deftroyed 
his town of Aubenton, he ordered his fon, the duke 
jof Normandy, to coUeft a number of forces, make 
an incurfion into Hainault, and dedroy that country 
in fuch a manner, that it might never recover 
from it. 

The duke replied, he would cheerfully undertake 
this. The king then ordered the count de Lifle, 
Gafcon, who was at that time near his perfon at? 
Paris, and whom he much loved, to coUefl: forces, 
and march towards Gafcony, as lieutenant for the 
king of France, with the intent of making feme 
fevere reprifals upon Bourdeaux, in the Bourdelois, 
and upon all the places which held or belonged to 
the king of England. 

N2 The 
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The count obeyed the king's orders, and left 
Paris for Touloufe where he made his preparations 
to fulfil his commiffion, as you will fee in its proper 
time and place. 

The king of France fent large reinforcements to 
the armament he had at fea, and ordered his cap- 
tains to watch the coaft of Flanders attentively, tod 
upon no account to fuflfer the king of England to 
pafs over or land in Flanders ; for, if he did fo by 
their fault, he would certainly punifh them with 
death. 

When king Philip heard, that the Flemings had 
done homage to the king of England, he fanit to 
them a prelate, as from the pope to fay, that if 
they would acknowledge him as king of France^ 
and abandon the king of England, wh6 had en- 
chanted them, he would forgive them all their mif- 
doings, releafe them from the large fum of florins, 
which, by an old obligation, was due to him j and 
moreover grant them, under his feal, many plt)fit- 
able franchifes in France. 

The Flemings returned for anfwer, that they held 
themfelves quit and abfolved from every thing, 
which they owed the king, of France. Upon this, 
the king made heavy compfaints to the pope, Cle- 
ment VI., who iffued fo tremendous an excommu- 
nication againft them, that no prieft was daring 
enough to celebrate divine fervice there* The 
Flemings made remonftrances on this to the king of 
England; who, to appeafc them, faid, that the firil 
time he fliould crofs the fea, he would bring whlv 
him priefts from his own country, who fliould fay 
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mafe for them, whether the pope would or not, 
as he had a power of fo doing, and this fatisiied 
them. 

When the king of France faw, that he could not 
make the Flemings retraft their opinions, he com- 
manded thofe in garrifon in Toumay, Lifle, Douay, 
and the neighbouring caftles, to make war upon 
them, and overrun their country. Upon which fir 
John de Roye, at that time in Toumay, and fir 
Matthew de Trie, niarftiall of France, together 
with fir Godemar du Fay and many other knights, 
collected a thoufand men, ftrongly armed and well 
mounted, with three hundred crofs-bowmen, as 
well from Toumay as from Lifle and Douay : they 
fet out from Toumay one evening after fupper, and 
marched fo expeditioufly, that they came before 
Courtray about day-break, and before funrife had 
coUefted all the cattle thereabouts. 

Some of their light horfe advanced to the gates 

of the town, and killed and wounded many in the 

fuburbs : they then retreated without lofs, and 

placed the river Lys, on their retum, between them 

and the booty, which they had carried off that day* 

They brought into Tournay more than ten thoufand 

Iheep, and of fwine, beeves, and kine, aa piany 

mere. 

The Flemings were fore vexed at this ; and Jacob 

von Artaveld, who was at that time at Ghent, 

fwore that this expedition fliould be revenged on 

Toumay and its neighbourhood. 

He gave immediate orders for the different towns 

in Flanders to colled forces, and to fend them to 
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him at a fixed day before Toumay ; he alfo wrote 
to the earls of Salilbury and Suffolk, who were at 
Ypres, to beg that they would draw towards that 
quarter, to meet him. He then fet out from Ghent, 
accompanied by great numbers, and came to a place 
called the Geertfberg, between Oudcnarde and 
Tournayj where he halted, to wait for the two 
earls, and for thofe of the Franc and Bruges. 

When the two earls received the letters, they 
would not for their honour's fake make any delay, 
but fent to inform Von Artaveld, that they would 
be with him at the appointed time and place. 

They foon fet out from Ypres with about fifty 
lances and forty crofs-bowmen, and took the road 
where he was waiting for them. They continued 
their route ; but, as they were forced to pafs near 
the outfkirts of Lifle, it was foon known in that 
town : accordingly, 1 500 horfe and foot were fe- 
cretly armed, and fent out in three divifions to lie 
in wait, fo that thefe lords might not efcape from 
them. 

The earls and their company followed the guid*^ 
ance of fir Vauflart de la Croix, who had long 
made war upon the people of Lifle, and ftill con- 
tinued <b to do whenever he had an opportunity :— - 
it was for this purpofe that he was come to Ypres. 
He thought himfelf quite certain of conducing the 
carls in fafety, as he was well acquainted with all 
the roads in thofe parts ; and he would have fuc- 
ceeded now, if thofe of Liflc had not thrown up a 
great trench near their tow 11, which was not there 
before. . 

When 
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When fir Vauflart came to this trench, and faw 
that their road was .cut off, he was quite aftoni(hed, 
and faid to the earls, * My lords, we cannot go fur- 
ther this way, without putting ourfelves in the 
power of thofe of Lifle ; on which account my 
advice is, that we turn about and feek another road.' 
But the lords replied, *Nay, fir Vauflart, God 
forbid that we (hould go out of our way for thofe 
of Lifle ! Ride on, therefore, for we have promifed 
Jacob von Artaveld, that we would be with him 
fome time this day.* 

The Englifli rode on without care. Sir Vauflart 
faid to them, * It is true, my lords, that you have 
taken me for your guide in this expedition, and I 
have remained with you all this wnter at Ypres, 
and have many thanks to give you and all your 
attendants ; but if it fliould happen, that thofe of 
Lifle make a fally upon us, do not fancy that I fliall 
wait for them, for I fliall fave myfelf as faft as I 
can. If by any accident I fliould be taken, ray head 
irould pay for it, which is much dearer to me than 
your company/ 

The lords laughed heartily, and told him they 
would excufe him, if he fliould do fo. And as he 
imagined fo it fell out ; for, by not taking more 
precaution, they were furprifed by one of the 
parties from Lifle, who cried out, * Stop ! ftop f 
you cannot pafs here wthout our leave ;* and im- 
mediately the lance-men and crofs-»bowmen fell on 
the Englifli. 

As foon as -fir Vauflart faw what was going on, 
he took care not to advance farther ; bW turning 
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nbciit as quickly as pofiijbley gaUopf<}: eOjt of 
danger. 

The two earls fell into the hands of their eaaooies,, 
and were taken as if in a net ; for the ambulca4f 
was placed between hedges and ditches in a very 
narrow road, fo that they could neither advance nor 
retreat to gain the open country : however, when 
they faw their mifchance, they difmoynted, ^did 
defended tbemfelves as well as they could) killing 
and wounding a great many of their opponents ; 
but it was all in vain, for frefh forces from Lille 
Wei'e continually pouring upon them. They were 
therefore taken prifoners j and a young briik e{q^\drt 
of Liraoufin, of the name of Raymond, nephevf 
to pope Clement, was killed for the fake of hi«i 
beautiful armour, after he had furrendered himfelf, 
which made many good men angry. 

The two earls were kept prifoners; in the market* 
place at Lifle, and afterwards fent to the king of 
France, who promifed, that thofe of Lifle fhoul4 
be well rewarded for the good fervice they ha4 
done him*. 

When Jacob von Artaveld received this informa- 
tion at Geertfberg, he was much enraged, and| 
giving up all thoughts of his expedition, difbanded 
his Flemings and himfelf returned to Ghent. 



* This is a miftake. — It was not the earl of SufiFblk who 
was made prifoner, but his fon, Robert de Uffbrd le Filg, 
as he was called. Dvgdale> vol. ii. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

JOHN, DUKE OF NORMANDY, MARCHES INTO 

HAINAULT. 

"THE duke of Normandy, eldeft fon of the king 
of France, iflued a fpecial fummons of his 
Sntention to be at St. Quendn about Eafter, in the 
^ear 1340. 

When he came thither, he was attended by the 
4duke of Athens, the earl of Flanders, the earl of 
^uxerre, the earl Raoul of £u, conftable of 
Trance, the earl of Sancerre, the earl of Porden, 
the earl of Rouffi, the earl of Brefne, the earl 
of Grandpr^, the lord of Coucy, the lord of 
draon, and a multitude of other nobles from 
^NTormandy and the Low Countries. 

On their being all aflembled at St. Quentin and 
Its environs, the conftable and the two marflials of 
Trance, fir Robert Bertrand and fir Matthew de 
Trie, numbered them, and found there were fix 
dioufand men at arms, and eight thoufand others 
armed with brigandines, befides followers of the 
army; which were fully fufficient, they faid, to 
combat the earl of Hainault, or any force he could 
bring againft them. 

They began their march, and took the road to 
Chateau Cambrefis, going near to Bohain; and 
advanced fo forward, that they paffed Chateau 
Cambrefis, and took up their quarters at the town 
of Montay upon the river Selle,. 

Sir 
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Sir Richard Verchin, fenefchal of Hainault, was 
informed by his fpies, that the duke had halted a 
Montay. He afked thofe knights and efquires, wh 
were with him, if they were willing to follow him • 
to which they confented. 

Accordingly he fet off from his hotel at 
about funfet, accompanied by about forty lance? 
and pufhed on till he came to Foretz, at the e 
tremity of Hainault, a fmall league from R^onta 
when it was dark night. He made his conipai^ y 
halt in a field, to tighten their armour and regir^— h 
their horfes* He then told them, he fhould like ^«o 
give the duke an alert ; at which they were all i — e- 
joiced, and faid they would flick by liim till deathT:^ ; 
for which he gave them many thanks. 

At that time there were with him, fir James ^z3u 
Sart, fir Henry de Phalife, fir Oulphart de Guift^el. 
les, fir John and fir Bertrand de Chatclet. ^DF 
efquires, there were, Giles and Thierry de Somaiii, 
Baldwin de Beaufort, Colebrier de Brule, Moresu 
de PEfcuyer, Sandrart de Stramen, John de Rebc^J'• 
fat, Bridoul de Thiaux, and many others. They 
fet forward in filence, and came to the town of 
Montay, which they entered, for the French had 
negledbed to place guards there. The fenefchal and 
his companions difmounted at a great hotel, where 
they thought the duke was ; but he was lodged in 
another part of the town. In that hotel were two 
great lords of Normandy, the lords of Bailleul and 
of Beaute. The door was foon forced ; and when 
thefe two knights faw themfelves thus furprifed, and 
heard the cry of Hainault from the fenefchal, they 

were 



j^ere quite confounded : they, however, defended 
iliemfelves in the beft manner they could ; but the 
lord of Bailleiil was killed, and the lord of Beaut6 
iraken prifoner by the fenefchal, to whom h« pledged 
i^s faitfi to furrender himfelf to him within three 
diays at Valenciennes. 

The French then began to be in motion, and to 
NBTue from their quarters : they lighted great fires 
md torches, awakened every one, even the duke 
buhifelf, whom they armed as quickly as they could, 
%nd difplayed his banner before his hdtel, to which 
people of all forts repaired. 

The Hainaulters wifely retreated to their horfes, 
wtrhich they moimted, and, when they were all col- 
lefted together, they carried oflf ten or twelve good 
prifoners, and returned without the fmalleft lofs or 
damage, for it was fo dark they were not purfued. 
^bout day-break they reached Quefnoy, where they 
Yepofed and refrefhed themfelves, and then went to 
Valenciennes. 

The next morning the duke of Normandy gave 
orders for his army to diflodge and enter Hainault, 
and bum and deftroy every thing without exception. 
The baggage therefore began to move, and the 
lords of the advanced guard to proceed forward r 
they might ' amount to two hundred lances, and 
were commanded by fir Theobald de Mameil, fir 
Galois de la Baume, the lord of Mirepoix, the lord 
of RaiVenal, the lord of Sempy, lord John of 
Landas, the lord of Hangeft, and the lord of Tfa- 
itielles. The two marfhals followed with full five 
hundred lances ; then the duke of Normandy, 
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attended by z crowd of earis^ baronii^ and other 
lofds. 

^ I The advanced troops entered Hainault, and fi 
fibre to Fores, Bertrand, Vertigrieulx, Efcarmain^s^ 
Vepdegyfes aux Bois, Vendegyfes upon the riv 
Cinel. The next day they advanced fiirth^ 
thelcountry, and l)umt Avefhee le fee, Viliiers 
Cauchie, Gomegnies, Marchepois, Pofcel, Anfenoj^— , 
Perfeaux^ le Frafnoit, Andegay, the good town aami 
Qavay, and all the country as far as the river H 
neau. 

This fecond day a fharp attack was made on 
CafUe of Verchin, and fome fkirmifliing, by tl-"ae 
divifion conunanded by the marihals^ but witho^ut 
fuccefsy as it was very well defended. The dubc^ 
took up his quarters for that night upon the SelE^^ 
between Haufy and Saufoy. 

Sir Valerian^ lord of Fauquemont, commanded ; 
in Maubeuge, and with him were full one hundred ;' 
lances of Germans and Hainaulters. As foon as be ' 
was informed of this incurfion of the French, and 
bow they were burning the country, and had heard 
the poor people lament and bewail their lofles, he 
put on his armour, and ordered his people to get 
thanielves in readinefs. He gave up the command 
of the town to the lords of Beaurevoir and Mon* 
tigny, and told his companions, that he had a great 
dqfire to meet the French. He was on horfet>ack 
all that day, and rode along the borders of the 
foreft of Mourinaulx. Towards evening he heard 
that the duke of Normandy and all his hoft wer 
lodged on the banks of the river Selle ; upc 

whi< 
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«rhich he faid he would awaken them^ and itxle on 
that evening! and about midnight he and his com- 
pany forded the river. When they had all pafled, 
they regirthed their horfes, and fet themfehres to 
rights, and advanced in filence to the quarters of 
the duke. When they were near, they fpurred oh 
^heiir horfes, and at one rufh drove into die middle 
of the duke's hoft, crying out ' Fauquemont !' 
TThey laid well about them, cutting down tents and 
pavilions, and killing or wounding all whom they 
■net* The army then, being roufed, armed as 
<)i3ickly as they could, and drew near to where die 
InUtle Was : but the lord of Fauquemont, fe^g 
tiiat k was time, coUeded his people, and retreated 
maoA handfomely. 

Of the French, there was killed the lord of 
Requigny from Picardy. The vifcount de Quelhes, 
and Rouvroy with one eye, were made jmfoners ; 
and fir Anthony de Coudun was feverely wounded. 
When the lord of Fauquemont faw, that nothing 
jknore could be done, he fet off with all his people, 
and croffed the Sella without hindrance, for he was 
not purfued. They rode eafily forward, and came 
to Quefnoy about funrife^ when the quartermafter* 
general, fir Thierry de Walcourt, opened the gates 
to them. 

The duke of Normandy ordered his trumpets to 
found the next morning at day-break, for his anqy 
to prepare themfelves, and to crofs the Selle, and 
advance further into Hainault. 
. The jnarlhal of Mirepoix, the iord of Noyfieres, 
fir Galois de la Beaume, and fur Thibault de Mar- 
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neily advanced iiHl with four hiindred lance 
befide thofe armed mth brigandines, and 
before Quefnoy, even up to the barriers: thes^=y 
made a feint as if they intended to attack it ; b\ 
it was fo well provided with men at arms and heav; 
artillery^ they would only have loft their paii 




Neverthelefs they fkirmiflied a little before the 1 
riers ; but they were foon forced to retire, for thoS. t 
of Quefnoy let them hear their cannons'* aih--^ 
bombards, which flung large iron bolts in fuch a 
mampier, as made the French afraid for their horf»=?8 
-^fo they retreated and burnt Grand Wargny zr^mi 
Petit Wargny, Frelaines, Famars, Martre, Semer^, 
and Artre, Sariten, Turgies, Eftinen; and tKrie 
Hainaulters fled from thefe towns to Valencienn^& 
The French afterwards encamped their battaliazzs 
upon the hill of Caftres, near Valenciennes, when? 
they lived in a rich and fplendid mannen 

During their ftay there, about two hundred 
lances, commanded by the lord of Craon, the lord 
of Maulevrier, the lord of Ma^hefelon, the lord 
of Avoir, and fome others, went towards Main, 
and attacked a large fquare tower, which for a long 
time had belonged to John Vernier of Valenciennes, 

• It has generally been fuppofed, that cannons were firft 
ufed at the battle of Crecy, four years later : but as tHe fame 
words are exprcflcd in all my copies of Froiflart, whether 
printed or in manulcript, I cannot but believe they wei^e em« 
ployed when he mentions it. It is moft probable, that ar- 
tillery was Rrd ufed in the defence of towns ; and Edward, 
feeing the .advantage that could be derived from cannons, 
employed them at the battle of Crecy* 

but 
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lofat of late to John de Neufville. The ailault was 
iliarp and fevere, sand lafted the whole day ; nor 
could they make the French retire before night, 
although five or fix were killed, Thofe within de- 
fended themfelves right valiantly, and did not fuffer 
any Iqfs. 

A greater number of the French marched ta 
Trie, intending, on their arrival, to pafs over the 
Scheld ; but thofe of the town had deftroyed the 
bridge, and defended that paflage : nor could the 
French ever have conquered it, if fome among 
them had not been acquainted with the fords of the 
river 'and the country, who conducted upwards of 
two hundred men to the foot bridge at Prouvy, 

When thefe had croffed over, they came and fell 
upon the men of Trie, who, being few in number 
in comparifon to them, were not able to refill: j fo 
they took to their heels, and many of them were 
killed and wounded. 

The fenefchal of Hainault left Valenciennes that 
day, accompanied, at the utmofl, with one hundred 
nien at arms, by the gate of Douzaing, to fuccour 
the inhabitants of Trie, who he thought would have 
enough to do. It happened that, a little beyond 
St. Waaft, he met about twenty-five light horfe oif 
the French, commanded by three knights from 
Poitou— the lord Boucicault, who was afterwards 
a marihal of France, the lord of Surgeres, and fu: 
William Blondel : they had paffed over the bridge 
very near to Valenciennes, which is called the bridge 
of la Tourelle, and is over the Vincel. 

When 
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When the fencfchal perceived them, he ftucL 
fpurs into his horfe, and with his lance overthr< 
the lord Boucicault, made him his prifoner, and fen 
him to Valenciennes. The lord of Surgeres iaver~arf 
himfelf by flight; but fir William Blondel fur— — \ 
rendered himfelf to fir Henry d*Ufphalifej 
almoft all the others were either killed or taken- 
prifoners. 

This done, the fenefchal haftened towards Trie ^ j 

but he was too late, for the French had already con • 

quered it before he came, and were bufily employec^rl 
in pulling down the mills, and deftroying a finaKJ 
caftle thtit was there. As foon as the {euefdamJ 
arrived, they had not much letfure for fuch things ^ 
for they were driven back, killed, atid cut dowia. 
Some were forced to leap into the river Scheld, and 
many were drowned. Thus was the town of Trie 
liberated. 

The fenefchal afterwards croffed the Scheld at a 
place called Denaing, and rode on with all his 
company to the caftle of Verchin, which he entered 
in order to defend it, fliould there be any occafion. 
The duke of Normandy ftill remained upon the 
hill of Caftres, his army drawn out, the greater part 
of the day ; for he thought that thofe of Valenciennes 
would come and give him battle. This they would 
willingly have done, if fir Henry d'Aiitoing, who com* 
manded in the town, had not prevented iheau He 
polled himfelf at the gate that leads to Can^ni][, and 
had much pain and trouble to hinder diem fromgoiDg 
out. John de Vafley, provoft of the tovm^ ifUba was 

there 
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^ere with him, appeafed them as well as he couldi 
snd gave them fuch good reafons for their remaining 
^liiet, that at laft they were fatisfied. 

When the duke of Normandy had (laid for i 
tonfiderable time on this hill, and faw that no ona 
made any attempt to come out of Valenciennes to 
tight with Kim, he fent the diike of Athens, the 
inarfhals of France, the earl of Auxerre, and the 
lord of Chaftillon, witK about tHrele hundred lances, 
•well mounted, to Ikirmifh clofe to the town. They ^ 
advanced in good order, arid came to that fide of ii 
bppofite the Tourelle at Gogueb, and even to the 
Very barriers ; but they did not flay long, as they 
were afraid of the fliot hurtirlg their horfes. The 
lord of Chaftillon, however advanced fo forward, 
that his horfe was hit, fell lirider him, and he ij^ih 
obliged to mount another. 

This detachtheht theii changed it^ cburfej and 
went towai^ds the marfhes, where they burnt and 
deftroyed all the mills upon the river Vincel : they 
then made a circuit behind the Carthiifiah tonvent, 
and returned to their army. 

$ome llragglers, however, had reniamed behind 
at les Maries, to forage more at their eafe. When 
thofe who were guarding a neighbouring town, 
^hich belonged to the heirs of Hainiult, (though 
{camerly to fir kobert de Namur, by the lady 
Ifabella his wife,) perceived them, and that the maiii 
jbody bad jretreated, they iflued out of the town^ 
sittacked them, killed one half, tool^ all their forage, 
aad re-entered it without apy lofs. 

Vol. I. O The 
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The army remamed in battle array upon th^. 
tnount of Caftres until the afternoon, when th _^ 
fcouts returned from all fides. There was then 
great council held ; the chiefs faid, that, every thir^jg 
confidered, they were not in fufBcient force Tro 
attack fo large a town as Valenciennes ; and it vras 
at laft finally determined, that they fhould retire to 
Cambray. They fet out, therefore, ^nd came to 
Main and Fontenelles, where they took up their 
quarters for that night, and kept a ftrong watch. 
The next day they marched away ; but burnt Main 
and Fontenelles, and alfo the convent which belong- 
ed to Madame de Valois, fifter-gennan to the king 
of France. The duke was much vexed at this, and 
had thofe who fet it on fire hanged. 

In their retreat, they completed the burning of 
the town of Trie and its caftle ; the mills wens alfo 
deftrbyed. l^rouvy, Rommency, Thyan, Moncheau, 
and all the flat country between Cambray and Valen- 
ciennes, fuffered in the fame manner. 

The duke this day came before tlfcaudoure, a 

* 

ilrong and good caflle, belonging to the eail of 
Hainault, fituate upon the Scheld, which had been 
of great annoyance to Cambray. VSTheh the duke 
had been only fix days bdfoi^ it, the governor, fir 
Gerard de Saflegines, who before this had fieVitr 
been reproached for any thing, nor can 1 Tay by ^tflit 
means he was bewildered to do fo, fmrendeie^ it 
undamaged, to the great furprife of all the cbun&y, 
v^o (bongly fiifpe&ed both the gove^bt afid 1^ 
Squire, named Robert Maxinaux, of (reidbii. Hicy 

% were 
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*^ii^ere taken, inculpated, and both died afterwaxdftiA 
a miferable manner at Mdns, in Hainault. The in« 
Jhabitants of Cambray demolifhed this caftfe o£ 
£fcaudoure, and carried the (tone into then' town, 
tk) repair their own dwellings axld the fortifications^ 



CHAP, XLVII. 

THE GARRISON OF DOUAY MAKES AN INCURSION 
INTO OSTREVANT, DURING THE ABSENCE OP 
THE EARL O]^ HAlNAULT IN ENGLAND AND IN 
GERMANY. 

^FTER the deftruaionof the caftle of Efcau- 
doure, duke John of Normandy retired to 
Cambray, difmified the greater part of his army^ 
and fent the reft to the caftle of Douay, and to the 
other fortrefles in the neighbourhood. 

This week the garrifon of Douay, in conjun£Uoa 
with thofe of Lifle, made a fally, in number about 
three hundred lances: they were commanded by fir 
Lewis of Savoy, the earl of Geneva, the earl of 
ViUars, fir Gallois de la Baume, the lord of Waurain, 
food the lord of Vafiers : they burnt in Hainault all 
that fine country of OArevant ; fo that nothing re- 
HjAia^ but the fortre&s. . 

When thpfe of Bouchain (aw all this fire and 
fiatioke round about th^n, they were in a violent 
Age, the more fo, as they were unable to prevent 
jl: but diey fent meflengers to ValfHiciennes, to let 

O2 them^ 
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them, that if m the night-time they would fally otfi^ 
with five or fix hundred hinces, they might attac 
the French to great advantage, who were lying 
their eafe in the flat country. But thofe of Valerni, 
ciennesr were not of the fame opinion, and wouJc/ 
not leave their town ; fo the French made a greaf 
booty, and burnt the town of Anich, one half of 
Efcoux, Efcaudaing, Erin, Montigny, Santain, Var- 
lain, Vargny, Ambreticourt, Laurehe, Sauch, Roelt, 
Neufville, Lieu St. Amand, and all the village^ 
which were in that country. They carried off with 
them immenfe wealth. 

When this detachment had retreated to Douay, 
thofe of Bouchain marched out, and burnt the other 
half of Efcoux, which belonged to the French, 
and the French villages, even to the gates of Douay 
and the town of Efquerchin. 

I have before mentioned, that all the towns on 
the frontiers were well ganifoned ; fo rthat there 
were frequent ikirmiihings between the two parties; 
and many gallant deeds performed. 

It chanced, about this time, that there were fome 
German foldiers, whom the biOiop of Cambray 
had ftationed at Male-maifon, two leagues diftant 
from Chateau Cambrefis, and bordering on the 
other fide of Lahdrecy, where the lord of Potrelles^ 
a Hainaulter, eonamanded ; for the e^l of Blois, 
although lord of it, had furrendered it ta the earl of 
Hainault at the time he was attached to the Frencb 
intereft, and the earl had kept poflfelfion of it. 
There were frequent quarrels between the Gemaas 

at 
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at Male-maifon and thofe of Landrecy, who often 
came well mounted znd armed up tp the wadls of 
the town# 

One day, as they (allied forth to make an ex- 
curfion and colled pillage, news of it was brought 
to the lord of Potrelles, in Landrecy, who im* 
mediately armed himfelf and his companions, and 
mounted his horfe to recapture the booty. The lord 
of Potrelles was followed by his meji as faft as they 
could. He fixed his fpear in the reft, and cried out 
to the French to turn about, as it wad ^ difgr^ce to 
them to run away. Among them was a gallant 
efquire, named Albert of Cologne, who, being 
afhamed of this flight, inftantly tume4 back, and 
couching his Jani3e, fpurred his horfe violently againft 
the lord of Potrelles, who ftruck him fuch a blow 
on bis fiiield, that his lance was fhivered to pieces : 
but the German efquire hit him fo ftrongly with a 
firm fpear, which broke not, but pierced through 
the plates of his fhield, and even his armour, 
pafling ftraight to his heart, that he knocked him 
off his horfe, wounded to death ; which when his* 
brother Hainaulters, the lord of Bankers, fir Gerard 
and fu: John Maftin, faw, and the reft who had come 
out ofXandrecy with him, they attacked the French 
fo roughly, in revenge for the lofs pf their captain,, 
that tliey difcomflted them. Few efcaped death, or 
being .made prifoners. The pillage was recovered 
and brought back with the prifoners to I^andr^cy, 
as was the dead body of the lord of Potrelles. 

After the death of the lord of Potrelles, the lord 

of Floron commanded in Landrecy and its depeai- 

^. dencies for ^ long time. He made frequent ex- 

O3 curfions 
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curfions upon thofe «f Male-maifon, Chateau Cam». 
brefis, and other places on the ftx>iitier8. Th( 
Hainaulters did fo one day, and the French returne^ci 
the compliment the next; of courfe maiiy mort^i 
combats happened.' The country of Camln^is vms 
in great tribulation, for one half of it was burnt or « 
deftroyed ; the duke of Normandy was itiU on the 
frontiers, -ajntd it was not known what his nejst in- 
tetitions were ; nor had they any news of the eari of 
Hainaullt. 

True it is that he had been in England, ^ere he 
was moft honourably entertained by the king and 
barons, and had made a ftrong alliance with die 
Idiig. He had left England, and gone into Germany, 
to the emperor Lewis of Bavaria, which was the 
reafon of His long abfence. 

On the other hand, the lord John of Haiaault 
was in Brabant and Flanders, and had r^monflirated 
with the duke and Jacob von Artaveld upon the 
defolation of Hainault, and entreated them^ on 
the part of his countrymen, that they •woid4 givis 
them aid and advice. They replied, that the abfence 
of the earl could not he much longer ; and the mo- 
ment he returned, they would be ready equiiq>ed to 
follow him, wherever be ihould choofe to lead them. 
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CHAP. XLVIIJ. 

!rHS DUKE OF [koRMANDY LAYS SISGS ^TO TJUiN 

l/£V£QUC. 

TOURING the time the duke of Normandy lay ia 
Cambray , Ae bifcop and the inhabitants of that 
place informed him, Aat the Hainaukers had take^ 
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by aflault the flrong caftle of Thifti and they 
entreated him, out of love and honour, and by hia 
regard to the country, that he^. would ufe. his enr 
deavours to regaiA it, as the g^rrifon was a great 
annoyance to all the ndghbourhood. 

The duke then fent a frefh fumnions to Ws ^my,^ 
and got together a number of lords and men at arms, 
who were in. Artois and Vermandois, and ^hp h^d^ 
been with him in his former excurfio^. ^e f(^t out 
from G^unbray with all his hpft, and took up his^ 
quarters before Thin upon the river Scheldt in thofe 
fine meadows nearly oppofite to Oitrevant, ordering 
many large engines to be brought from C^mbray 
and Doi^y. Among thefe yf^re fix of an imn;ienfe 
^e, which the duke had pointed againfl the fortref^, 
and which flung huge ftones into it day^ an4 night^^ 
beating down the roofs dx^i the tops of the towers j fp 
ths^t it was not fafe to remain in the chambers, and 
the people were obliged to take refuge in the yaults. 

This attack was feverely felt by thofe within^ and 
none ever fuSered more for their honour than this 
garrifon. The captains, upon whom fell all the 
weight and trouble, were fir Richard Limofm, 
an Englilhn^an, and two efquires of Hainault^ 
John and Thierry, brothers to fir Walter Maimy* 
They encouraged their companions, by laying, 
* Gallant gentlemen, the earl of Hainault will furely 
come in a few days, and attack the French, to de- 
liver us honourably out of our danger, and will give 
us his warmeit th^mk3 for having fo bgldly defended 
ourlidiv^s.' 

O4 The 
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The befiegers by their engines flung dead horfe^ 
and other canion into the caftle, to poifon the gar^, 
rifon by their finell ; and this diftreffed it more than 
any thing elfe, for the air was as hot as in the mid- 
dle of fummer: they therefore havjng confidered 
their fituation, and that they could not long hold 
out, fix)m the horrible ftench, propofed a treaty for 
-a truce to lad fifteen days, during which time they 
wQuld let fir John ojf Hainault, who was regent and 
governor piF the country, be informed of their 
diftrefs, and, if they were not then relieved, they 
would furrender t^e pla^e. 

This treaty wa§ accepted, which gave great com- 
fort to thofe within the caftle. The garrifon fent 
cff an efquire, named Eftralart de Sdmmain, accord-^ 
ing to the terms of the tre?ity, who came to Mons-, in 
Hainault, where he found the lord of Beaumont, 
who had had intelligence from his nephew the 
earl of Hainault, that he was returning to his own 
country, after having been in Germany, where he 
had made alliances with the emperor and other lords 
of the empire, who were friendly to the king of 
England. 

The lord pf Beaumont affured the efquire Eftra- 
lart de Sommain, that the garrifon of Thm ihould 
yery fhprtly be relieved, but that his nephew muft 
firft return. 

Before this truce expired the earl arrived in 
Hainault, which caufed great joy to the inhabitants, . 
as he had been impatiently wilhed for. 

The lord of Beaumont related to him all that had 
pafTed fince his departure, and with what a power- 



fa\ army the duke of Normandy had invaded hb 
territories, burning and deftroying all his villager 
and lands, as far as ValencienneSi ^^cept the for^^ 
treffes. 

The carl anfwered, that he would have ample 
amends, and the kingdom of France was fufficientlf 

extenfive, to make him full fatisfadion for all thefe 
ill deeds ; but, firft of all, he was anxious to go to* 
wards Thin PEv^que, to the" relief of thofe good 
men, who had fo loyally and fo honourably defended 
it: he iflued therefore his commiffions^ and (eht 
letters of entreaty to his good friend Jacob von 
Artaveld, in Flanders, to the dukes of Gueldres 
and Juliers^ and others in Germany, and went him- 
felf to Valenciennes with a large body of men at- 
arms, knights, and efquires of his own country. His 
forces increafed every day ; and hfe fet off with i, 
grand array of tents, pavilions, and other ordinances 
and provifions, and encamped at Nans, upon th^ 
fine meadows and plains along the banks of the 
8cheld. 

Of the lords of Hainault, there were, fir John of 
Hainault, the lord d* Anghien, the lord of Verchin, 
the fenefchal of Hainault, the lord of Antoihg, the 
lord of Barbenfon, the lord of Lens, fir William de 
Bailleul, the lord of Havereth, governor of Mons, 
the lord of Montegny, the lord, of Barbais, fir 
Thierry de Walcourt, marfhal of Hainault, the 
lords of Almede and of Gonunegines, the lord of 
Brifeul, the lord of Roifin, the lord of Trafegmes, 
the lord of Lalain^ the lords of Mafi;in, Sars, 

Vargny, 
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V^^y, Beaurie0, and many others, who encamped 
^emfelves ^ei^• to the earl, their lord. 

Soon after the earl of Namur arrived haadfomely 
attended by two hundred lances, and polled hjadklf 
upon the river Scheld, adjoining the army of the 
earU . . 

T^e duke qf Brabant»capie next witji ftx buadred 
Ii^es i and then the duke of Gueldresj^ the ear] qf 
5^Qns, the ior4 of FauquemQpj, . fir A?inol4 of 
^^^^g^en^ and m^y other lo^ds and oien at 
%ta^ frou) Qerm^y s^d "W^fh^l^ ^ho air 
fainped themfelves iippn the river Scheld near i^ch 
f)ther, jmd opppfite to the Frencji. They were 
plentifully fupplied iivith proyiGpn from Haimult 
^ad from fhe adjacent countries. 

When thefe lords had thi^p encamped theinfelv^a 
lipqn the Scheld be|:weai Nans and Illoi$„ ^ w^ 
^ave juil related, the duke of Normandy, who was 
0a the oppofite bank, ^nd with him a great number 
of other gallant men at arms, fent to inform the 
king of France, his father, that the army of fhe 
^rl ^as apcreafing every day. The king, who was 
^ ^^ pvf^e at Peronne, in the Vermandois, where 
2)e ha4 ^¥L for Qx i^eeks with a great m^y nobles, 
pfujec} put his fpecigl orders for raifmg a large bK>iiy 
(pf 9iep, an4 fent up\irards of twelve hv^ndred good 
\^c^ %o the army of his fon, and foon after followed 
}Upif|plf, ^ ^ fimple foldier, for he could npt enter 
t^e §ippire yfiik the command of an army withoitf 
j^^akiBg his oath, which made him ad thus. The 
itoke W« 5tppointed chief of this enterprife j never- 

thelefs 
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thdefs nothing was done without the approbation 
of the king. 

When the garrifon of Thin I'EviSque faw the ^arl 
of Hwiault arrive with fo powerful an anny* they 
were,' as may be thought, mightily rejoiced. 

The fourth day after they had been these, thofe 
of Valenciennes came with a handfome body of men, 
led by John Boifly, who at that time w^ proTpft of 
the town. They were inunediately oidered out ta 
ikirmifh with the French upon the Scheld, to exr 
amine their forces, and to {how themfelves to the 
garrifon. 

Many different ikirmifhes palTed between eacb 
army, in which numbers were kill^ and wounded* 
Sir Richard Limofm and his companions in Thsa 
I'Eveque, perceiving them warmly engaged, quitted 
the cs^e, and embarked on the Scheld in boats, 
which had been prepared for them, and pa0ed .over 
to the oppofite fliore : they were carried to the ead 
of Hainault, who received them moft joyfully and 
honourably, for the good fervices they had doio 
him, and for their fufferings in the caftle. 

Whilft thefe two armies were thus encamped 
upon the Scheld, the French on the fide pf Fra^^^ 
,|md the Hainaulters near their own count^ry, the fo- 
iragers of each fide fcoured the cowitry ; but they 
never met, for the river was ^b^ wew them : the 
i^rench, however, burnt all that part of Oflyevant 
which had efcaped before, as did thole of Hainault 
chstf of Cambray. 

Jacob von Artaveld came to the alKftance of Ae 
tsd oi Hainaultt Recording to his requcft, widi up« 

wards 
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wards of fixty thoufand Flemings, all well armed 
^d pofted himfelf ftrongly oppofite to the Freach 

Immediately after their arrival, the earl fent hi 
heralds to his coufin the duk6 of Normandy^ to fa 
he was ready for battle, and that it would be a ye 
great ihame, if fuch ftne armies (hould f(^ar^t 
without an engagement. The duke gave the heral 
for anfwer, that he would fummon his council- 
and eonfider of it. This council lafted . fo long 
that the herald returned without any anfwer, Thf i 
days afterwards ^he earl fent ag^in to the duke, t 
know pofitively what his intentions and thofe of hi 
army were. The duke replied, that he had not ye 
finally determined upon fighting, and could no:t 
therefore fix a day, adding, moreover, that the ej^I 
was too hafty. 

When this was told to the earl, he looked upon 
it only as an excufe for delay ; he therefore fent for * 
all the commanders of his army, explained to them 
his intentions and wifhes, and alfo the anfwers he 
had received, and defired to have t^eir opinions 
upon the fubjeft. They looked at each other : at 
laft the duke of Brabant, who was the principal 
cbmmander, fpoke for all, and faid, that he objeSed 
to throwing a bridge over the Scheld and fighting 
the French ; for, to his certain knowledge, the king 
of England would very foon pafs the fea, in order 
to befiege Toumay ; and he had promifed him, upon 
his feith and love, to give him every aid and 
jdfiftance in that enterprife. * Now,* added he, * if 
we fight the French, and fliould be unfortunate, he 
(annot have that fuccour he expe^ frp^i us ; and, 

(hould 
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fliduld it be othcrwife, he will not give as mucK 
rhanks ; it is therefore my opinion, that, as he is the 
hief of the war, we Ihould nevef engage with the 

rces of France, but when the king of England is 
^refent. Now when wc /hall be before Toumay, 
and he thei-e with us, it would give me much un- 
eafinefs, that the French king and his army fhould 
depart without a battle ; I therefore advife, dear fon, 
that you decamp from this place, where you (lay at 
a very heavy expenfe, and that all (hould return 
homewards, for within thefe ten days we ihall hear 
from the king of England.* 

The greater part of the lords agreed to this 
opinion. But the earl of Hainault was much dif- 
fatisfied, and thought his honour would fuffer^ 
(hould the French retire without an aftion. He 
begged and entreated of them, and of all the barons 
in general, that they would not leave him, but con- 
fent to his wi(hes* After this the council broke up^ 
and each returned to his quarters. Thofe from 
Bruflels and Louvain would very cheerfully have 
returned home, for they were fo worn down with 
fatigue, diey could fcarce fupport themfelves ; and 
they frequently complained to their captains, that 
they remained at a great expenfe and did nothing;* 

When the earl found that the council differed in 
opinion, and were not unanimous to crols the 
Scheld and fight the French, he called his uncle to 
him, and faid, ^ Dear uncle, will you take a rid^ 
along the river fide, and call to you fome man of 
honour from the French army^ and tell him from 
me, that I will throw a bridge over the river; that 

lam 
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I afii ^ling and eager to fight at all ev^ts ; but I 
afk a truce for three days to build it.* 

The lord of Beaumont, feeing the eagernefs of 
his nephew, complied with his requeft, went home 
to^ prepare himfelf, and rode along the banks of the 
Scheld, accompanied with two other knights^ the 
lord of Fagnoelez and fir Florens de Biaurieu^ 
with his pennon alone borne before him. Percdving 
e^ the oppofite bank a knight from Normandy, 
^hom he knew by his arms; he called to him*— • 
^ My lord of Maubuiffon, my lord of MaubuiiToh, 1 
wifli to fpeak to you/ The knight, who knew Jhim, 
flopped his horfe, and alked what were his com- 
mands. * I fliaM beg of you,* faid tlie lord of Beau- 
liiont, * to have the kindnefs to go to the king of 
France and to his council, and fay, that the earl of 
Hainault has fent me to alk a truce for the time 
Tieceffary to throw a bridge over this river, in order 
thiat our anmes may pafe» You will bring me here 
0^ airfwifiT) and I will wait for you.* * By my faitfa^ 
that I will cheerfully do,' faid the knight : « when 
kicking fpurs into his horfe, he gallopped up to the 
king's tent, . where the duke of Normandy and x 
^eat many of the nobility wa*e. He related lus 
fiHeflage, and had ihordy this anfwer :— -^ My k)rd of 
MaubuilTon, you will tell him who has fent you 
liSther, that it is our intention to keep the earl of 
H^nault in the fame ftate in which he is at prefent ; 
ted we will make him mortgage his lands; for he 
Asdl te attacked on ali fides, and, whenever We 
^^teafe, v^e will enter fo hr into his country^ that 
^We v^ bum (he whole of it.* 

The 



The lord of Maubtilffon bf ought back this toftref , 
Word for word, to the lord of Beaumont, who was 
waiting for hirh on the bank. He thanked hiiii fot 
the ti-ouble he had given hitn, and Returned to th^ 
earl of Hainaolt, whom he found playing at chefe 
with the earl of Namur. As foon as he faW bin 
uncle, he rofe up, and afked what news he had 
brought him. * Sir,* faid fir John, * from what I 
fee, the king of France takes much pleafure ill 
riiaking you keep up fuch forces at fo great an ex* 
penfe, and declares he will make you expend and 
mortgage all your lands ; and when ever it fhall b^ 
his pleafure, and not yours, he will fight with you/ 

The earl was much angered at this, and fwore it 
fhould be otherwife. 
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THE NAVAL ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN THE KING 
OF ENGLAND AND THE FRENCH BEFORE SLUYS. 

TITE will now leave the duke of Normandy and 
the eai'I of ttairiault, and fpeak of the kin^ 
of ^England, who had embarked for Flanders, 1ft 
order to go to Hainault to affift his brother-in-laW 
in his war againfl: France. He and his whole iiavy 
failed from the Thames the day before the eve of 
St. John the Baptift, 1340, and made ftraight foir 
Sluys. 

&r Hugh Ouiriel, fir Peter Bahucet, and Ba?- 
benoir, were at that time lying between Blahcken- 
burg and Sluys with upwards of one liundred anil 
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twenty large veffels, without counting others i thefe 
were manned with about forty thoufand men, Ge^ 
noefe and Picards^ including mariners. By the 
orders of the king of France; they 'vi^cre there at 
anchor, waiting the return of ttie king of England, 
to difpute his paflage; 

When the king's fleet was almoft got to Sluysj 
they faw fb many marts (landing before it, that they 
looked like a wood. The king afked the com- 
mander of his (hip what, they could be, who an- 
fwered, that he imagined they mufl be that arma- 
ment of Normahsy which the king of France kept 
at fea, and which had fo frequently done him much 
damage, had burnt his good town of Southampton,* 
and taken his large fhip the Chriftopner. 

The king replied, • I have for a long time wiflieJ 
to meet with them, and now, pleafe God and St.' 
George, we will fight with them ; fpr, in truth ,♦ 
they have done nle fo much mifthief, that I will be 
revenged on them, if it be poflible/ 

The king then drew up all bis veflel;, placing 
the ftrongeft in the front, and on the wings his 
archers. Between every two veffels with archers^ 
there was one of nieh at arms. He ftafioYied fomc 
detacheci veffels as a referve, full of arichers, fo 
affifl and help fuch as might be damaged. 

There were in this fleet a great many ladies from 
England, counteffes, baroheffos^ and knights and 
gentlemen's wives, who were going to attend oii 
the queen at Ghent : thefe the king had. guarded 
moft carefully by three hundred men at dXmi and 
6ve huadred archers.* 
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When the king of England and his marfliak had 
properly divided the fleet, they hoifted their fails to 
have the wind on their quarter, as the fun fhone 
full in their faces, which they confidered might be 
of difadvantage to them, and ftretched out a little, 
fo that at laft they got the wind as they wiflied. 

The Normans, who faw them tack, could not 
help wondering why they did fo, and fiadd they took 
good care to turn about, for they were afraid of 
meddling with them : they perceived, however, by 
his banner, that the king was on boards which 
gave them great joy, as they were eager to fight 
vdth him ; fo they put their veflels in proper order, 
for they were expert and gallant men on the feas# 
They filled the Chriftopher, the large fhip which 
they had taken the year before from the Englifh, 
with trumpets and other warlike inftruments, and 
ordered her to fall upon the Englifli. 

The battle then began very fiercely ; archers and 
crofs-bowmen fhot with all their might at each 
other, and the men at arms engaged hand to hand : 
in order to be more fuccefsful, they had large grap- 
nels, and iron hooks with chains, which they flung 
from fliip to fliip, to moor them to each other. 
There were many valiant deeds performed, many 
prifoners made, and many refcues. 

The Chriftopher, which led the van, was recap- 
tured by the Englifli, and all in her taken or killed. 
Tliere were then great fliouts and cries, and the 
Englifli manned her again with archers, andfent 
her to fight againft the Genoefe. 
. VoL*L P This 



This batde was very murderous and horrible* 
Combats at fea are more deftru£tive and obftinate 
than upon land, for it is not pofGble to retreat or 
flee — every one muft abide his fortune, and exert 
his prowefs and valour. 

Sir Hugh Quiriel and hi^ companions were bold 
and determined men, had done much mifchief to 
the £ngli(h at fea, and deftroyed many of their 
(hips ; this combat, therefore, lafted from early in 
the morning until noon, and the Engliih were hard 
prefled, for their enemies were four to one, and 
the greater part men who had been ufed to the fea. 

The king, who was in the flower of his youth, 
jQiowed himfelf on that day a gallant knight, as did 
ibe earls of Derby, Pembroke, Hereford, Hunting- 
don, Northampton, and Gloucefter ; the lord Re« 
ginald Cobham, lord Felton, lord Bradeftan, fir 
Richard Stafford, the lord Percy, fir Walter Man- 
ny, fir Henry de Flanders, fir John Beauchamp, fir 
John Chandos, the lord Delaware, Lucie lord Mai- 
ton, and the lord Robert d'Artois, now called earl 
of Richmond. I cannot remanber all the names 
of thofe who behaved fo valiantly in the combat ; 
but they did fo well, that, with fome aflUlance from 
Bruges and thofe parts of the country, the French 
were completely defeated, and all the Normans and 
the others were killed or drowned, fo that not one 
of them efcaped. This was foon known all over 
Flanders; and when it came to the two armies 
before Thin TEveque, the Hainaulters were as 
much rejoiced, as their enemies were dilmayed. ^ 

S * After 



After the king had gamed this vidory, \rhich 
was cm the eve of St. John's day> he remained all 
jthat night on board of his (hip before Sluys, and 
there were great noifes with trumpets and all kinds 
erf other inftn!tments. 

The Flemings came to wait on him, having heard 
of his arrival, and ^hat deeds he had performed* 
The king inquired of the citizens of Bruges after 
Jacob von Artaveld, and they told him he wa6 
gone to the aid of the earl of Hainault with upwards 
of fixty thoufand men, againft the duke of Nor- 
mandy. 

On the morrow, which was Midfummer-day, the 
king and his fleet entered the port. As foon as 
they were landed, the king, attended by crowds of 
knights, fet out on foot on a pilgrimage to our 
Lady of Ardembourg, where he heard mafs and 
dined. He then mounted his horfe, and went that 
day to Ghent, where the queen was, who received 
him with great joy and kinduefs. The army and 
baggage, with the attendants of the king, followed 
him by degrees to the fame place. 

The king had fent notice of his arrival to the 
lords that were before Thm TEveque oppofing the 
French, who, as foon as they heard of it, and of 
his viftory over the Normans, broke up their camp. 
The earl of Hamault difbanded all his troops, ex^ 
cept the principal lords, whom he carried with him 
to Valenciennes, and treated mofl nobly, eipedaUy 
the duke of Brabant and Jacob von Artaveld. 

Jacob von Artaveld, hi the full market-place, 
otplaiaed the right king Edward bad to the crown 
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of France to all thofe lords that chofe to hear biin, 
and of what importance it was to the three count ries^ 
that 18 to fay, Flander^ Brabant, and Hainault, 
when clofely united. He fpoke fo clearly, and 
with fo much eloquence, that he was praifed by all, 
who agreed that he was worthy to exercife the 
dignity of earl of Flanders. 

Thefe lords then took their leave, and agreed to 
meet in eight days* time at Ghent, to fee the king. 
He received them all moft courteoufly, as did the 
queen, who was but lately recovered from her lying 
in of a fon, called John, afterwards duke of Lan- 
cafter, in right of his wife, the lady Blanche, 
daughter of Henry duke of Lancafter. A day of 
conference was then appointed to be held at 
Vilvorde. 



CHAP. L. 

ROBERT, KING OF SICILY, ENDEAVOURS TO MAK^ 
PEACE BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND 
ENGLAND. 

XX/'HEN king Philip of France heard of the defeat 
of his fleet, and that the king of England was 
quietly landed in Flanders, he was much enraged ; 
but, as he could not amend it, he immediately de- 
camped, and retreated towards Arras. He difmifled 
the greater part of his army, until he ihould receive 
other news : but he fent fir Godemar du Fay to 
Tournay, to advife them in any difficulties, and to 
fee that the city was well provided, for he was more 
in fear cf the Flemings than of any other people* 

He 
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He placed the lord of Beaujeu in Mortaigne, to 
guard the frontiers toward Hainault, and fent ftrong 
bodies of men at arms to St. Omcr, Aire, and St. 
Venant ; he alfo formed fufficient magazines in the 
countries bordering upon Flanders. 

At this time Sicily was governed by a king named 
Robert, who was much renowned as a great aftro- 
loger ; he had prohibited the king of France and his 
council from ever engaging the Englifli when com- 
manded by their king, for in fuch cafes he was ever 
to be unfortunate. This king was very defirous of 
bringing about a reconciliation between thofe of 
France and England, being fo ftrongly attached to 
the crown of France, that he would have been much 
hurt at any calamity which might have impaired its 
luftre. 

The above mentioned king went to Avignon to 
reprefent to pope Clement, and his college of car- 
dinals, the great evils, which might befal the realm 
of France from the quarrels of the two kings, and 
entreat of them to undertake the part of mediators 
in appeafing this difaftrous war. The pope and the 
college replied, they would very willingly do their 
bed endeavours, provided the two kings would 
liften to them. 



CHAP. LI. 



THE KINO OF ENGLAND AND HIS ALLIES HOLD A 
CONFERENCE AT VILVORDE. 

nrHE conference holden at Vilvorde was attended 

by the following perfonages ; firft, the king of 

England, the duke of Brabant, the earl of Hainault 

P3 and 



«I4 

and his uncle, die duke of Gueldres, the tsaA 
Juliers, the marquis of Blankenberg, the marquis <k:^ 
Nuys, the earl of Mons, the lord Robert d'Artois^ 
the lord of Fauquemont, the Iqrd William cfe ^^ 
Dunort, the earl of Namur, Jacob von Artaveld, and 
many other lords. Three or four men were fent by 
each of the principal towns in Flanders, Hainaull, 
and Brabant, by way of council from them. 

The three countries of Flanders, Brabant, am} 
Hainault, there entered into a treaty, that thence 
forward they would fuccour and aflifl each other ia 
every poflible cafe ; they then formed an alliance, 
with covenants, that if either of the three we^ at- 
tacked by any one whatever, the other two fhould 
Immediately come to his aififtanqe ; and if at any 
future period two of them fhould quarrel, then the 
third fhould fettle the matters of diference between 
them ; and if he fhould not be in fufEdent force ib 
to do, that then it fhould be laid before the king of 
England, in whofe hands thefe covenants had beea 
declared and fwom to be duly maintained, as the 
power that fhould at lafl make peace between them^ 
Many ftatutes were then fwom and itgreed to, 
which afterward turned put ill. But for a further 
confirmation of their love and friendfhip, they* 
ordered coins to be flruck, that fhould be current 
in thefe three countries, which were flyled com- 
panions or allies. 

It was there alfo determined, that the king of 
England fhould put himfelf in motion about Magda- 
len tide, and lay fiege to the city of Toumay ; and 
all the lords prefSnt promifed to be there, as well ts 
t^e forces fropi the principal towns : th^ tb^ fet o^P 
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thdr homesy to get ready and prepare themfidres 
properly for the bufiiief& 



CHAP. LII. 

*rH£ KING OF ENGLAND BESIEGES THE CITT OF 
TOURNAY WITH A POWERFUL ARMY. 

IT ING Philip, foon after the departure of thefe 
lords, was informed of all that bad paiTed, and 
what refolutions had been entered into at this con- 
ference, and how king Edward was to come to 
Toumay ; he therefore determined to provide it fo 
well with ammunition, &c., and with fo many good 
knights, that the city fhould be well fenred and well 
advifed. He fent diredly to the city of Toumay 
the flower of his chivalry ; the earl Raoul of Eu, 
conftable of France, the young earl of Guines, his 
fon, the earl of Foix and his brothers, the earl of 
Aymery and Narbonne, the lord Aymery of Poitiers, 
the lord Geoffry of Chargny, the lord Gerard, of 
Montfaucon, his two marfhais, the lord Robert 
Bertrand and lord Matthew de Trie, the lord of 
Caieux, fenefchal of Poitou, the lord of Chatillon, 
and fir John of Landas, who had with them many 
knights and efquires renowned in arms. The 
king entreated of them eameftly, that they would 
pay fo much care and attention to Toumay, that 
nothing unfortunate might happen, which they 
all promifed him. They took leave of the king of 
France, left Arras, and arrived at Toumay, where 
they found fir Godemar du Fay, who had been fent 
thither before them. He received them joyfully, 

P4 as 



2l6 

as did thofe of the town ; and, after having well 
examined the purveyances which were there, as well 
of artillery as of provifion, they ordered great quan- 
tities of com, oats, afid other articles of food, to be 
brought into it from the country round about, fo that 
the city was in a good (late to hold out for a long 
time. 

To return to the king of England, who, when 
the time for being before Toumay approached, 
and the corn was nearly ripe, fet out from Ghent, 
accompanied by feven earls from his own country, 
two prelates, twenty-eight bannerets, two hundred 
knights, four thoufand men at arms, and nine 
thoufand aixhers, without counting the foot foldiers,r 
He palled through the town of Oudenarde, croffed 
the Scheld, and encamped before Tournay, near 
St. Martin's gate, on the road to Lifle and Douay, 

Soon after came bis coufin, the duke of Brabant, 
with upwards of twenty thoufand men, knights and 
efquires, and the companies from the different 
towns. The Brabanters were encamped at Pontaries 
upon the Scheld (a dependance of the abbey of 
St. Nicholas), as you return from the fields by the 
gate Valentinois. 

The earl of Hainault came with the fine cavalry 
of his country, with many Dutchmen and Zea- 
landers, who attended upon his perfon as their lord. 
The earl was encamped between the king of Engr 
land and the duke of Brabant. 

Jacob von Artaveld came next with more thaa 
forty thoufand Flemings, not reckoning thofe from 
Ypres, Poperingue, Caffel, and Bruges, who were. 
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ordered to another part, as you will hear prefentlyt 
He was quartered near the gate St. Fontaine, on 
both fides of the Scheld, over which they had 
thrown a bridge of boats, that they might have free 
intercourfe. 

The duke of Gueldres, the earl of Juliers, the 
marquis of Blankenberg, the marquis of Nuys, the 
earl of Mons, the earl of Savines, the lord of Fau- 
quemont, fir Arnold de Bacqueghen, and all the 
Germans, were ftationed on the fide towards Hai- 
Bault ; fo that the city of Toumay was very com- 
pletely furrounded. Each divifion oif the army had 
open communication with the other, and no one 
could enter or come out of the city without per^ 
miflion, or without being feen. 



CHAP. LIU, 

THE EARL OF HAINAULT DESTROYS THE TOWNS 

OF SECLIN AND ORCHIES. 

'THIS fiege of Toumay lafted a long time. The 
army that lay before it was plentifully and 
cheaply fupplied with all forts of provifions, for they 
were brought to them from all the neighbouring 
countries. 

Many gallant aftions were performed ; for the earl 
of Hainault, who was very bold and enterprifmg, 
took this war to heart, reflefting as he did that his 
country had fuflPered fo much at its commencement, 
and headed every excurfion. He fet out one mom^ 
ing very early from the camp with five hundred 
}ance$, and paffing below Lifle,^ burnt the ^ood 
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town of Seclin, and many villages in its neighbor- 
hood. His Kght horfe advanced even as far as the 
fuburbs of Lens, in Artois. 

All this was related to his uncle, king Riilip, at 
Arras, who, though very angry, could not at thi» 
time help it. 

After this excurfion the earl took another route, 
and advanced towards the capital town of Orchies^ 
which was taken and burnt, for it was not enciofed. 
Landas and Celle (hared the fame fate, as well 
as many confiderable villages thereabouts. They 
fcoured the country, and took a very great booty, 
with which they retreated to the army before 
Tournay. 

At the fame time, the Flemings made frequent 
and ftrong affaults on Tournay : they built boats, 
movable towers, and other machines of offenQe, 
with which they every day battered the town. 
Skirmiihes very frequently took place, in which 
many were killed ajid wounded on both fides ; and 
the Flemings exerted themfelves to conquar or 
damage Tournay, U> much had this war irritated 
them : and they fay there is never any difcord fa 
bitter, as that between neighbours and friends. 

Among thefe attacks, there ws^ one which lafted 
a whole day : much valour was fiiown, for all the 
knights that were in Tournay were prefent. It was 
intended, by means of boats and other machines, to 
have forced and broken the barriers of the poftem 
of the bridge ; but they were fo gallantly defended^ 
that the Flemings made no impreffion, but loft a 
veffel, in which there were one hundred and twenty 

men. 



319 

men, who .were drowned ; fo they retreated towards 
evening, forely tired. 

During this fiege fome foldiers made an excurfion 
from St. Amand, where there was a ftrong body, 
and came to Hafnon, which belonged to Hainault, 
burnt the towTi, violated the nunnfery, deftroyed 
the monaf);ery, and took with them all they could 
carry off to St. Amand. 

Shortly after thefe fame foldiers fet out agdn, 
and having paffed through the wood of St. Amand, 
came to the monaftery of Vicogne, with the intent 
to pillage and deftroy it : they made a great fire be- 
fore the^gate, in order to bum it. When the abbot 
perceived in what danger he was, he fet off direSly 
on horfeback, and riding behind the wood, came to 
Valenciennes iii great hafte, where he requefted the 
provoft to let him have fome crofs-bow men ; whom^ 
haviqg obtained, he led behind Raimes, and pofted 
them in the wood looking towards Pourcelet, and 
upon the caufeway. Thence they began to (hoot 
upon the foldiers and Genoefe, before the gates of 
Vicogne, who no fooner felt the arrows, (howering 
upon them from the woods, than they were panic 
Itruck} and ran off as faft as they could. By thefe 
means was the monaftery faved. 

About this time the earl of Lifle was in Gafcony, 
carrying on the war, by orders from the king of 
France. He had already taken and recaptured all 
the country of Acquitaine, and kept the field with 
upwards of four thoufand horfe ; he had befieged 
Bourdeaux by. fea and land. The earl had with him 
the flower of the chivalry of the marches of 
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Gafcony — the eari of Perigord, the earl of Co- 
minges, the earl of Carmaing, the earl of Villemort, 
the vifcount Brumquet, the lord de la Borde, and 
inany other knights and barons, and nothing 
refifted them but the fortreffes, which the Englilh 
garrifons carefully guarded. Many gallant feats of 
arms were performed in this country, of which we 
ihall fpeak in proper time and place ; for the prefent 
we muft return to Scotland, and fee what is going 
pn there during this fiege of Toumay. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

THE SCOTS RECOVER GREAT PART OF THEIR 
COUNTRY, DURING THE SIEGE OF TOURNAY. 

TTHE reader fhould be informed, that fir William 
Douglas, fon of the brother of fir James IJouglas, 
Y^ho was killed in Spain *, the earl of Moray, the 
earl Patrick of Dunbar, the earl of Sutherland,^ 
fir Robert Keith, fir Simon Frafer, and Alexander 
Ramfay, had remained as governors of the remnant 
of Scotland, th?it was not in the pofleffion of the 
Englifh. During the fpace of feven years they ha4 
fecreted themfelves in the foreft of Jedworth, iu 
winter as well as fummer, and thence had carried 
on a war againft all the towns and fortreffes, wherein 
king Edward had placed any gariifons, in which 



* Celebrated in Scottifli (lory under the name of the knight 
of Liddefdale.— Lord Haile mentions him alone as being fent 
on the embalTy to France, — Robert the Stewart was regen^ 
of the kingdom. 
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titany perilous and gallant adveidures befel them^ 
and from which th^y had acquired much honour 
and renown. 

While king Edward was beyond fea before 
Toumay, the king of France fent over Tome forces 
to Scotland, which arrived fafe in the town of Perth 9 
and he entreated the noblemen above mentioned, to 
carry on fo bitter a war in England, that king Ed- 
ward fliould be obliged to defift from his prefent 
enterprife before Toumay, promifing them every add 
and afliftance ; in confequence of which thefe lords 
coUefted their forces, and made themfelves ready. 
They quitted the foreft of Jedworth, traverfed Scot- 
land, retook as msmy fortreffes as they were able, 
pafled by Berwick, and, croffing the river Tyne, 
entered Northumberland, which was formerly a 
kingdom of itfelf, where they found plenty of fiit 
cattle. Having deftroyed and burnt the whole 
country as far as Durham, and even beyond it, they 
returned by another road, doing the fame to all the 
countries they paffed through : fo that all the country 
on the borders of England, to the extent of three 
days* journey, was completely ruined and deftroyed. 
They then re-entered Scotland, and gained all the 
fortrefles which the king of England held, except 
the good town of Berwick, and three other caftles, 
which annoyed them much, and which are fo ftrong^ 
that you will fcarcely find their equals for ftrength 
in any country ; one is called Stirling, the other 
Roxburgh, and the third, which may be ftyled the 
fovereign of Scotland, Edinburgh. This laft is 
^tuate upon a high rock, commanding a view of 
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the country round about ; and the mountam has fo 
fteep an afcent, that few can go up it without flop* 
ping twice or thrice. 

The ^vemor of it at that time ttras a gallant 
Englilh knight, called fir Walter Limoufin, brother 
german to him who had fo gallantly defended the 
caftle of Thin TEvSque againft the French. 

A bold thought came into fir William Douglas's 
mind, which he mentioned to his companions, the 
earl of Dunbar, fir Robert Frafer, who had been 
tutor to king David of Scotland, and Alexander 
Ramfay, who all agreed to try to execute it. 

They coUeded upwards of two hundred lances of 
Highlanders, went to fea, and purchafed oats, oat- 
meal, coal, and draw, and landed peaceably at a 
port about three miles from the caftle of Edinburgh, 
which had made a ftronger refiftance than all the 
other caftles. 

When they had armed themfelves, they iiTued 
forth in the night-time ; and having chofen ten or 
twelve from among them, in whom they had the 
greateft confidence, they dreffed them in old thread- 
bare clothes, with torn hats, like poor tradefmen^ 
and loaded twelve fmall horfes, with a fack to each 
filled with oats, meal, or coal ; they then placed the 
reft in ambufcade in an old abbey, that was ruined 
and uninhabited, clofe to the foot of the mountain^ 
on which the caftle was fituate. 

At daybreak, thefe merchrints, who were privily 
armed, took the road with their horfes the very beft 
way they could towards the caftle. When they had 
got about half way up the hill, fir William Douglas 
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and fir Simon Frafef advanced before the others, 
iHiom they ordered to follow in (ilence, and came 
to the porter's lodge. They informed him, that 
they had brought, with many riiks and fears, coal, 
oats, and meal, and, if there were any want of fuch 
articles, they fliould be glad to difpofe of them, and 
at a cheap rate. The porter replied, that the gar- 
rifon would thankfully have them, but it was fo 
early, that he dared not awake dther the governor 
or his fteward : at the fame time he told him to come 
forward, and he would open the other gate. They 
all th^i pafTed quietly through, and entered with 
their loads to the gate of the barriers, which he 
opened for them. 

Sir William Douglas had remarked, that the 
porter had all the great keys of the caflle gates, and 
had in an apparently indifferent manner inquired 
which opened thfe great gate and which the wicket. 
When the firft gate was opened, they turned in 
their nags, and flung off the loads of two, which 
confided of coal, diredly upon the fill of the gate, 
fo that it could not be ihut, and then feized the 
porter, whom they flew fo fuddenly, that he did not 
utter a word. They then took the keys, and 
opened all the gates ; and fir William Douglas gave 
m blafl: upon his horn, as a fignal for his com- 
papions : they then flung off their torn clothes, and 
pnced all the remainder of the coal between the 
gates, fo that they could not be fkut. 

When thofe in the ambufcade heard the horn, 
they £UUed forth, and hailened forwards to the 
cafile. 
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*rhe noife of the horn awakened the watch of the 
caftle, at that time afleep, who, feeing thefe armed 
men nmning up the caftle hill, blew luflily on his 
horn, and bawled out, * Treafon ! treafon ! Arm 
yourfelves, my mafters, as faft as you can, for here 
are men at arms advancing to our fortrefs/ They 
all roufed themfelves as quickly as they could, and 
when armed came to the gate ; but fir William and 
his twelve companions defended the gate, fo that it 
could not be fliut. The combat then grew hotter ; 
but thofe from without maintained their ground 
with great valour, until their ambufcade arrived. 

The ganifon made a very gallant defence, killing 
and wounding many of their enemies ; but fur 
William and his party exerted themfelves fo much, 
that the fortrefs was taken, and all the Engliih killed^ 
except the governor and fix efquires, to whom they 
ihowed mercy. 

The Scots remained in the caftle all that day, and 
appointed for governor a fquire of that country, 
called fir Simon de Vefci, and left with him many 
of his countrymen. 

This news was brought to the king of England 
whilft he lay before Tournay. 



CHAP. LV. 

4 '■ 
THE KING OF FRANCE ASSEMBLES A LARGE ARMY, 

IN ORDER TO RAISE THE SIEGE OF TOURNAY. 

I T has been before related in what manner the lung 

of England had befieged the city of Toumay, and 

that he preffed it very clofe j for he had upwards of 

one 
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one hundred and twenty thoufand men, including the 
Flemings, who behaved very well in all their attacks. 
The commanders within the city, finding their pro- 
vifions beginning to get low, fent out from it all thofe 
who had not laid in a proper quantity for the oc- 
cafion. They were driven out about the middle of 
the day, and paffed through the army of the duke 
of Brabant, who took compaffion on them, and ha4 
them conduced in fafety to king Philip at Arras ; he 
had remained there all this time, whilft thofe within 
Toumay were in great diftrefs, and had need of 
aififtance and advice. 

The king of France publifhed a fpecbl fummons 
throughout his kingdom, and alfo in many parts of 
the empire, for the levying of forces. It had fo 
good an effeft, that Charles, king of Bohemia, the 
duke of Lorraine, the earl of Bar, the bifhop of 
Metz, the bifhop of Verdun, the earl of Montbeliard, 
the lord John of Chalons, the earl of Geneva, the 
carl of Savoy, the lord Lewis, his brother, came to 
ferve under the king of France, with as many men 
as they could colleft together. 

There came to him alfo the dukes of Brittany, 
Burgundy, and Bourbon, the earls of Alen9on, 
Flanders, Foretz, Armagnac, Blois, Harcourt, and 
Dammartin, the lord Charles of Blois, the lord of 
Coucy, and many other knights and barons. 

The king of Navarre afterwards came with a 
number of men at arms, to ferve for the lands 
he held in France, and fbr which he was a homage^* 
to the king. The king of Scotland was alfo there, 
under the appointment of the king of France, and 
|iad a haadfome body of men given to him. 
. Vol h Q CHAP, 
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CHAP. LVI. 

SOME OF THE GARRISON OF BOUCHAIN DEFEAT A 
BODY OF SOLDIERS, FROM MORTAGNE *, BEFORE 
THE TOWN OF CONDE. 

TITHEN all thefe lords above-mentioned, and 
many others, were come to Arras, the king of 
france advanced to a fraall river, which is about 
three leagues diftant from Toumay. It was very 
deep, and the country about it fo marfhy, that it 
could not be croffed, but by a very narrow caufe- 
way, on which two men would have difficulty to pafs 
abreaft. 

The king and his army encamped in the fields, as 
they could not crofs this river. The next day they 
remained there alfo ; and the lords about the king 
held a council, on the beft means of building 
bridges, to pafs over this river and the quagmires in 
fafety. They fent fome knights and armed men to 
examine the paffages, who, after having well confi- 
dered them, reported that it would be pains thrown 
away, and that there was no other means of croffing 
this river and country, but by the Pont a Treflin, 
Every thing, therefore, remained as before, and each 
lord took up his quarters among his own men. 

The news was foon fpread abroad, that the king 
of France and his army were encamped between the 
bridges of Treffin and Bovines, with the intenriou 
of giving his enemies battle j fo that all men of 



♦ Mortagne — a fmail town in Flanders, near the confluence 
of the Scarpe and Sgheld, three leagues from Tocypnay. 
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<»koiir, Vho were defirous of feme, went and joined 
fide or other, as pleafed them beft. 
Three German knights, who were in garrifon at 
ouchain, heard, as others had done, that the two 
ings were near each other, and it was thought they 
"^would fight. Upon which two of them urged and 
<?ntreated their companion, that he would confent to 
x^emain in Bouchain, to guard and preferve it until 
tihey returned, and that they would make an ex- 
<:urfion as far as Tournay, to feek adventures, and to 
iee iiow things were going on. 

The two knights fet out, whofe names were fir 
Courrat d'Aftra and fir Courrat de Lancenuch; 
they rode till they came to Eftampons, above Valen^ 
ciennes, for they were defirous of croffing the 
Scheld at Conde, 

Between Frefnes and Eftampons they heard a 
noife, and met many people running away ; upon 
w4iich they fpurred their horfes, and puOied on to» 
wards the place from whence the outcry came, 
with their whole company. They were all together 
about twenty- five lances. They inquired of thefirft 
they met, the meaning of all the noife and flight : 
* Oh Lord, ?;entlemen/ faid they, ' the foldiers from 
Mortagne have made an incurfion upon us, and 
have coUefted a large booty in this neighbourhood, 
which they are driving to their fortrefs, together 
with many prifoners they have taken/ 

The two knights alked, if they could condufl: 
tb^np to the road thefe foldiers were going ? upon 
their anfwering in the affirmative, they purfued the 
PirOTch of Mortagne, and fotlowed thefe honefl m^n, 
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who (hewed them a way through the woods, fo that 
the*gained ground upon them, near to N6treDanie 

aux Bois. 

The French were full one hundred and twenty 

men, and they were driving before them two hun-- 
dred large cattle, with fome peafants prifoners^ 
Their captain was a knight from Burgundy, called, 
fir John de Frelais, under the orders of the lord of 
Beaujeu. 

As foon as the Germans perceived them they fet 
up a loud ihout, and'rufhed on full gallop. The 
combat was very iharp, for the Burgundy knight 
made a gallant defence, as well as fome of his comr 
pany, but not all, for feveral of them betook them^ 
felyes to flight ; but they were fo clofely purfued by 
the Germans and peafants of the country, who had 
^rmed themfelves with flakes, that few efcaped 
death. Sir John de Frelais was taken, and all the 
booty recaptured and given to the proprietors, who 
were very thankful to the Germans ever after. The 
knights then went forward to Toumay, where they 
were v«ry well received. 
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CHAP. LVIL 



eHR WIJULIAM DE BAILLEUL, AND SIR VAUFLART 
DE LA CROIX, MAKE AN EXCURSION TO PONT 
A TRESSIN. 

C OON after the king of France had taken up hb 

quarters, with his army, near the bridge of 

Bovines, a company of Hainaulters put themfdves in 

8 motioa 



annotion by the exhortations of fir Vauflwt de la 
Srobc, who told them he knew all the country 
rell, and he could lead them to a part of the French 
^, which they would be fure of conquering* 
.^bout one hundred and twenty of them, knights 
^md fquires, fet out one day, through love to each 
CDther, to do fome deeds of arms, and advanced to- 
'vrards Pont a Treflin. They made the lord^of Bail- 
leul their captain, and it was under his banner that 
they were to enlift. 

That fame morning, fome of the Liegeois made 
alfo an excurfion, under the command of fir Robert 
de Bailleul, brother^german to the above mentioned 
fir William de Bailleul, for he had made a promife 
to do this to the bifhop of Liege, and was bound to 
execute it with his whole company. The Liegeois 
had paffed Pont i Treflin, were foraging for their 
horfes, and looking out to fee if they could, find any 
chance to profit by. 

The Hainaulters had rode on, and pafled the 
bridge, without meeting with any one ; for there 
was fuch a fog that they could not diftinguifh any 
thing at the diftance of a lance's length. When all 
had pafled the bridge, they ordered fir William de 
Bailleul, and his banner, to remain there, and fir 
Vauflart de la Croix, fir Raflet de Monceaux, and 
fir John de Verchin, to advance, as far as the 
quarters of the king of Bohemia and bifliop of 
Liege, which were near the bridge, and to attack 
them. 

The lord of Rodemach had had the guard that 
nighty of the army of the king of Bohemia, and was 

Q3 ^» 



on the point of retiring, when th 3 light h^e;of the 
Hamukers appeared. They atweked theitiy j^s tfeey 
C^me.Up, very valiantly,, and they were rep^jLfed alfo 
by the Liegeois, The cphfliift was fhiirp} and the 
Haixiaulter3 behaved themfelves well*. 

To fecure a Mreat^ however, to their bannerj the 
Hainaukers drew towards the bridge^ where they 
were followed by thofe of Liege and Luxembourg, 
and the engagement was renewed. 

Sir William de Bailleiil was advifed to recrofs the 
bridge with his banner, for many of his people re- 
mained there ; and many a gallant deed was per- 
formed, many a capture made, and many a refcue. 
Sir Vauflart unluckily was not able to gain the 
paffage of the bridge, fo he got out of the crowd, 
and faved himfelf the bed way he could, by taking a 
road he was acquainted with, and hiding himfelf 
among thorns and quagmires, where he remained a 
confiderable time. 

The reft ftill continued the cotnbat; but the 
Liegeois, and thofe from Luxembourg^ had over- 
thrown fir William de Bailleul. 

Whilft this was paffing, fir Robett^s cooapany^ 
who had been out foraging, rieturnedj and^ hearmg 
the noife, came to the bridge; Sir Robert ordered 
his banner to advance, which was carried by a fquire 
called James de Forfiaes, crying out, ' Moriei^ieg/ 
The Hainaukers, who were much heated, per- 
ceiving the J)anner of Morienr\es, which is quke 
ftraight, thought it was their own, which they had 
been ordered to rally under, for there is but very 
little difference between the two; th^ Morienne 
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srms having bars counterbarred with two chevrons, 
^ules, and the chevron of fir Robert had on it a 
:£nall crofe or. 

The Hainault^rs made a fad miftake, and ran 
into the midft of fir Robert's troop, who received 
them moft fiercely, repulfed, and difcomfited them. 
They loft, on their fide, fir John de Vargny, fir 
Walter de Pont a 1' Arche, fir William de Pipempoix, 
fir John de Soire, fir Daniel de Bleze, fir Race de 
Monceaux, fir Lewis Dampelu, and many other 
knights and fquires. Sir William de Bailleul faved 
himfelf in the beft manner he could, but he loft a 
great many of his men. 

Sir Vauflart de la Croix, who had hid fiimfelf 
among the reeds in the marlhes, hoped to have 
remained there until the night, but he was perceived 
by fome troopers, who were riding through thefe 
marfhes : they made fuch a ftiouting and noife, that 
fir Vauflart came out and furrendered himfelf to 
them, who led him to the army, and gave him up 
to their commander. He detained him a whole day 
in his quarters, and would willingly, through pity, 
have faved him, as he knew his head would probably 
fuflfer. But the king of France, having heard of it, 
wifhed to take cognizance of it himfelf; fo fir 
Vauflart was given up to him, and the king fent him 
to Lifle, where, as he had done much harm to the, 
inhabitants, they would not accept of any ranfom, 
but put him to death. 
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CHAP. Lvrii. 

THE EARL OP HAINAULT ATTACKS THE FORTRESt 
OF MORTAONE, IN VARIOUS MANNERS. 

TTHE king of France was much rejoiced at the 
arrival of fir Robert de Bailleul, and his defeat 
of the Hainaulters, 

Shortly afterwards, the earl of Hainault, Sir John 
his uncle, the fenefchal of Hainault, with full fix 
hundred lances, Hainaultei's and Germans, fet out 
from the fiege before Toumay. The earl had fent 
orders for thofe of Valenciennes to take another 
rout, and place themfelves between the Scarpe and 
the Scheld, to attack the town of Mortagne. They 
came there in a large body, and brought with them 
many engines, to throw things into the place. 

I have before told, how the lord of Beaujeu had 
been fent thither as governor : He had expefted an 
attack, from the fituation of Mortagne upon the 
Scheld, and bordering upon Hainault, and had 
driven upwards of twelve hundred piles into the bed 
of the river, to prevent its navigation. 

It was not long before the earl, and his Hai- 
naulters, arrived on one fide of the town, and the 
Valenciennois on the other : they made preparations 
for an immediate attack. The Valencieimois ordered 
their crofs-bowmen to ihoot, and advance to the 
barriers ; but they were unable to do fo, for the 
wide and deep trenches which had been made before 
them. They then bethought themfelves to crofs 
jhe Scarpe, at any r^ate, below chateau TAbbaie, and 

pafling 



233 

t>afling near St. Amand, to make an affault upon 
«lie gate which opens towards Mande. This they 
^itxecuted ; and full four hundred light troops armed 
^rroffed the river, and Mortagne's three gates were 
[ieged. The weakeft was certainly that leading 
Mande ; however, that was tolerably ftrong. 
At that poft, the lord of Beaujeu placed himfelf ^ 
*or he knew that all the reft were fafe. He had 
surmed hfmfelf with a very ftout lance, having the 
liead of tempered fteel, and on the under fide a 
iharp hook, fo that, when he made his ftroke, he 
could fix the hook into the jackets, or armour, of 
thofe who attacked, draw them to him, and make 
them fall into the river. By this means, in the 
courfe of the day, he caught and deftroyed more than 
twelve of the affailants. At this gate, the conflift was 
much more fevere than any where elfe, and the earl 
of Hainault was ignorant of it : he was hard by to- 
wards Brifhal, dniwn out in order of battle upon 
the bank of the Scheld. The lords took council 
how they might draw out the piles, either by force 
or ingenuity, from the bed of the river, fo that they 
might advance upon it up to the walls of the town. 
They ordered an engine to be made in a large vefTel, 
to draw them out one after another ; and all the 
Ciurpenters were diredly fet upon this bufmefs. This 
fame day the Valenciennois, on their part, erefled 
a handfome engine, which caft ftones into the towa 
and caftle, and much annoyed the inhabitants of 
Mortagne. 

In this maner paffed the firft day, and the follow- 
ing night in alTaulting and devilling upon the beft 
means to moleit the town* 

On 
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On the morrow, they returned to the attack on 
all fides. The third day the veflel and engine were 
ready to draw out the piles, and thofe ordered upon 
that duty were fet to work, but they had fo much 
trouble and labour in drawing out one, that the 
lords thought they fhould never accomplifh it, and 
therefore made them defift. 

There was, at that time, a very able engineer at 
Mortagne, who having confidered the machine of 
the Valenciennois, and how much it annoyed the 
town, for it was perpetually in aftion, made another 
in the caftle, which was not very large, but well 
made and tempered, and fo well pointed, that it was 
ufed only three times: the firft ftone fell within 
twelve paces of the engine of the Valenciennois ; 
the fecond was nearer to the box ; and the third 
was fo well aimed, that it ftruck the machine upon 
the fhaft, and fplit it in two. The foldiers of Mor- 
tagne made a great fhouting at this event. The 
Hainaulters were thus two days and two nights be- 
fore Mortagne, without conquering any part of it. 
The earl and his uncle thought it advifable to return 
towards Toumay, which they did j and the Valen-. 
ciennois went back to their town, whence they had 
come. 



CHAP. LIX. 



THE EARL OF HAINAULT TAKES THE TOWN OF 
ST. AMAND, DURING THE SIEGE OF TOURNAY. 

nrHREE days after the earl of Hainault had beefli 

returned from before Mortagne, he made a 

requeft to his companions, that they would comtf 

with 
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nHith him to St, Amand ; for he had received many 
complaints of the foldiers of St. Amand having 
burnt the monaflery of Hanon, a^ d o' their attempt 
to do the fame to Vicoign , a« w U as of many other 
vexations, which they had committed upon the 
borders of Hainault. 

The earl fet out from the fiege of Toumay with 
three thoufand combatants, and came before St. 
Amand by the way of Mortagne, which town was 
only inclofed with a palifade. A knight from 
Languedoc, and fenefchal of Carcaffone, was go«- 
vemor of it, and he had told the monks of the 
abbey, as well as the inhabitants, that it was ndt 
tenable againft any body of men ; not that he meant 
to give it up, but, on the contrary, to defend it as 
long as he could, and mentioned it merely as a piece 
of information. 

Thefe words were not much attended to, or be- 
lieved ; however, he had fome time before, fent to 
Mortagne all the jewels of the monaftery, and 
thither went alfo the abbot and his monks, who 
were not very well calculated to defend themfelves* 

The Valenciennois, w ho had been ordered by the 
earl, their lord, to be before St* Amand on a certain 
day, as he would be there to meet them, came with 
twelve thoufand combatants, and porting themfelve^ 
before the town, armed all the crofs-bowmen, and 
made them advance towards the bridge over the 
Scarpe* 

The conflifl: was here very fharp : it lafted all that 

♦ day, without the Valenciennois being able to make 

any impreiijon ; but they bad a great many of their 

pea killed aad wouQded> aad the befieg^, mock- 
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Ing them, called out, • Go your wayS, and drink 
your good ale.' Towards the evenings they retted 
from before the town, much wearied and furprifed 
that they had not heard any tidings of their lord ; 
they called a council, and refolved to return back to 
their own town. 

On the morrow after tHeir departure, the earl of 
Hainault arrived, as has been faid, by the way of 
Mortagne, and he immediately began the attack : it 
was fo violent, that the barriers were inftantly won^ 
and they advanced to the gate which opens towards 
Mortagne. The earl and his uncle headed this 
attack : they fought nloft valiantly^ and fpared none. 
Each of them, at this place, received two fuch blows^ 
from ftones, throw down upon them, that their 
helmets were fplit through, and themfelves quite 
ftunned. 

One prefent, then faid to the earl, * Sir, we Ihall 
never do any thing effeftual in this place, for the 
gate is very ftrong, the paflage narrow, and it will 
coft you too many of your people to gain it j but if 
you will order fome large beams of wood to be 
brought, and fliod with iron, in the manner of piles, 
,and ftrike with them againft the walls of the mo- 
naftery, I will promife you that you will make 
breaches in them, in many places : if once we get 
into the monaftery, the town is ours, for there is 
nothing to ftop us between it and the town.* 

The earl ordered this advice to be followed, for 
he perceived it was reafonable, and the fhorteft 
method of getting poffeffion of the town. ^ Great 
beams of oak were brought, formed, and fliarpened 
like piles, and to each were ordered twenty or 

thirty 
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thirty men, who, bearing it in their hands, retreated 
Ipme paces, and then ran with it with great force 
againft the wall which they battered down in many 
places, fo that they entered valiantly, and croffed a 
ftiiall rivulet. 

The fenefchal of Carcaflbnne was there, with his 
banner difplayed before him, which was gules, witl^ 
a chef argent, three chevrons in chief, and an in* 
dented bordure, argent, and near him were col- 
leSed many companions from his own country, 
who received the Hainaulters very gallantly, and 
fought as well as they were able, but it was in vain, 
as-they were overpowered by numbers. It may be 
worth remembering, that, on their entering the 
monaftery, there remained a monk, called fir 
Froiffart, who did wonders, killing and wounding, 
at one of the breaches where he had polled himfelf, 
upwards of eighteen, fo that no one durft venture 
to pafs through : at laft he was forced to fly, for he 
perceived that the Hainaulters were entering the 
monaftery by various other breaches: the monk, 
therefore, made oflf as ftift as he could, and faved 
himfelf in Mortagne. 

As foon as the earl, fir John, and the knights of 
Hainault had entered the monaftery, the earl ordered 
no quarter to be given, fo much was he enraged at 
the violences they had committed in his territories. 
The town was foon filled with foldiers, who purfued 
all they met from flxeet to flxeet, and from houfe to 
houfe : very few efcaped being put to death. 

The fenefchal was flain under his banner, and 
upwards of two hundred men with him. The earl 
rgturned^ that evening, to Toumay* 

On 
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On the morrow, the men at arms of Valen- 
ciennnes, and the commonalty, came to St. Amand, 
burnt the town, the monaftery, and the great 
minfter ; breaking and deftroying all the bells, of 
which there were numbers of very good and 
melodious ones* 

The earl of HainaiJt made another excurfion 
from the fiege of Toumay, with about fix hundred 
men at arms, in order to burn Orchies, Landas, 
and Le Celle. He afterwards croffed, with his 
army, the river Scarpe, above Hanon, and, entering 
F.rance, came before a large and rich monaftery at 
Marchiennes, of which fir Ayme de Vervaulx was 
governor, who had with him a detachment of crctfs- 
bowmen from Douay. The attack was violentj^^ 
for the knight had flrougly fortified the firft gatCj^ 
which was furrounded by wide ^nd deep ditches, 
and the French and monks withinjfide defended 
themfelves valiantly. 

The Hainaulters exerted themfelves much ; and, 
having procured boats, they by this means gained 
entrance into the monaftery, but a. German knight^ 
attached to the lord of Fauquemont, was drowned; 
his name was fir Bacho de la Wia?e. 

At the attack of the gate, the earl, his uncle", the 
fenefchal of Hainault, and many others, proved 
themfelves fuch good knights, that the gate was 
gained, fir Ayme flam, and the greater part of the 
others. Many monks, who were there, were cap- 
tured, the monaftery pillaged, and burnt, as well as 
tfee village. The earl, after this, returned, with his 
army, again to Toumay, 
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CHAP. LX. 

SIR CHARLJES BE MONTMORENCY, AND MANY 
OTHERS OF THE FRENCH CAPTURED AT PONT 
A TRESSIN. 

« 

nrHE fiege of Toumay lafted a long time, and the 
town held out well ; but the king of England 
thought he muft gain it, for he knew that there 
were within it great numbers of men at arms, and a 
fcarcity of provifion, which would oblige them to 
yield through hunger. But others faid, that they 
would find fupplies through the country of the 
Brabanters, who permitted frequent and large ' 
quantities of provifions to pafs through their army, 
and even to enter the town./ Thofe from B^ruffels 
and Louvain were quite weary bf remaining there 
fo long, and petitioned the marfhal of their army for 
leave to return to Brabant. The marfliall replied, 
that he was very willing to confent to their de* 
parture, but they muft leave their arms and ac- 
coutrements behind them. This made them fo 
aflbamed, that they never again repeated their 
requeft. 

During this fiege, the Germans made an ex- 
-curfion towards Pont a TrefSn, where fir Robert 
de Bailleul had defeated the Hainaulters. The lord 
of Rauderondenc, fir John of Rauderondenc his fon, 
at that time a fquire, fir John de Randeboilrg, a 
fquire alfo, and tutor to the lord of Rauderondenc's 
fon, fir Arnold de Bacqueghen, fir Reginald 
d'Efcouvenort, fir Courrat d'Aftra, fir Bafticn de, 
Baftic8| Candrelier,. his brother, the lord Strauren 
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de Leurae, with many others, from the duchies of 
Juliers and Gueldres, held a conference together, 
and refolved to make an excurfion on the morrow, 
by break of day ; for which purpofe they armed, 
and prepared themfelves well that night. 

Some knight^wbachelors*, from Hainault, joined 
(hemv; among whom were fir Florait de Beaurieu, 
fir Lata^ de la Haye, marfhal of the army, the lord 
John of Hainault, fir Oulphart de Quiftelles, fir 
Robert Glewes, from the county of Los, at that 
time only a fquire, and many more ; amounting 
altogether to upwards of three hundred good mexx 
at arms. They came to Pont a Trefl^n, which they 
croffed without lofs : they then held a council, oi^ 
vhat would be the moft advantageous plan for them 
to beat up and fldrmifh with the army of the French. 
It was determined, that the lord of Rauderondenc> 
and his fpn, fir Henry de Kalkre?, a mercenary 
knight, fir Thilnian ^e Sauffy, fir Oulphajrt de 
Guiftelles, fir TAUeman baftard of Hainault. fur 

^ The word iachelor^ from whence has come hacked, docs 
not fignify has chevalier^ but a knight who has not the nimn^- 
ber of Ifacbelles 9riand reqi^fite to difpjay a banner ^ that is 
to {zjifour hacheJles., The bachelle was, compofed of ten ma%^ 
or m«jf, (farms, or domains,) each of which contained a fuf- 
ficiency of land for the work of two oxen, during a whole year. 

Glo/f. da Droit. Ft, de Laurica. 

Bovatus Terrs, Tantum effe quantum bos. unus. colat ; fe:^ 
bovatae quantum fex. In vet. autem ftatutorum meff. ad 
compofitionem menfurarum, fie notatur. Odlo bovatas tcrrtE 
faciunt carucatam terrae, ofto carucatae faciunt unum feodum 
xnilitis. xviii. acrx faciunt t;K>yatam terras. 

S?ILMANHI GLOSSilRIUM« 

Robert 
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Robert Glewes, and Jacquelot de Thiaulx, fliould 
aft as light horfe, and (kirmifh up to the tents of the ' 
French ; that the reft of the knights and fquires, 
who might amount to three hundred, (hould remain 
at the bridge, to keep and defend that pafs, in cafe of 
any attack. This advanced body then fet out : they 
were forty perfoiis altogether, well mounted upon 
handfoihe and ftrong chargers : they rode on till they 
came to the French camp, when they immediately 
<Ja(hed in, and began to cut down tents and pa- 
vilions, and do every poffible damage, by fkirmifh- 
ihg with all that oppolcd them. 

That night, two great barons, the lord of Mont- 
morency and the lord of Saulieu, had the watch, 
and wer6 with their guard, when the Germans fell 
tippn theWi. As foon as they heard the noife, the/ 
and their banners moved towards it. 

When the lord of Rauderondehc faw them ap- 
pffoadh', he turhed ftis horfe about, and ordered his 
pennon and his party to pufh for the bridge, the'N 
Fi'eilch fbllowirig him clofely. In this chace, the 
French captured fir Oulphart de Giiiftelles, for h^ 
could Hot follow their track, his fight being in-" 
different, tie was fiirround'ed by the enemy, ahd^ 
made prifoner,' as Were two fquires, of the hanies of 
]Sloiiditof> aild Jafcquelot de Thiaulx. 

Th6 French gall6pf)ed afi^r them, but t!he Gdr-; 
Hian^ efcaped ; aild, being fcarcely more than tolf 
an aci^e fepai*ated fr6nl theih, they cotlild pMnly 
h'eai* thein crying out, * Ha, gentlemen, you fliall 
ndt i*efurh ais eafily as you canie.' Then one 01 hi^' 
^arty' rfode up fo the idrd' ot Rauderbndenc, ^d* 
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faid, ' Sir, confider what you are about, or thft 
French will cut us off from the bridge.* The lord 
of Rauderondenc replied, * If they know one road . 
to it, I know another;' and, turning to his right, led 
his party aloilg a road tolerably well beaten, which 
brought them ftraight to the river before mentioned, 
which is very deep, and furrounded by marflies. 

On their coming thither, they found they could 
not ford it, fo that they muft return, and pafs over 
the bridge. The French, thinking to cut off and 
take the Germans, went on, full gallop, towards 
the bridge. When they were come near to it, and 
faw the large body of men waiting for them, they 
faid to one another, * We are making a foolifli pur- 
fuit, and may eafily lofe more than 'we can gain.* 
Upon which many turned back, particularly the^ 
banner-bearer of the lord of Saulieu, as well as that 
lord himfelf. But the lord of Montmorency would 
not retire, but pulhed forward courageoufly, and, 
with his party, attacked the Germans. 

This attack was very fierce on both fides, and 
each party had many unhorfed. Whilft they were 
engaged, the light troops made a circuit, and fell 
upon their flank : notwithftanding this, and the hard 
blows given, the French flood their ground. But 
fir Reginald d'Efcouvenort, knowing the banner of 
Montmorency, under which the knight was, with 
fword in hand, dealing his blows about him, came 
upon his right, and, with his left hand feizing the 
reins of his horfe, ftuck fpurs into his own, and 
drew him out of the combat. The lord of Mont- 
morency gave many blows, with his fword, upon 

the 
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the helmet and back of fir Reginald, which at oiice 
broke and received them. However, the lord of 
Montmorency remained his prifoner, and the Ger- 
mans fought fo well, that they maintained their 
ground, and made fourfcore gentlemen prifoners. 
They then repaffed the bridge without hindrance, 
and returned to Toumay, where each retired to his 
own quarters. 



CHAP. LXL 

THE FLEMINGS ADVANCE TO ST. OMER DURING 

THE SIEGE or TOURNAY. 

'^T/'E will now relate an adventure which hap- 
pened to the Flemings, under command of fir 
Robert d' Artois and fir Henry de Flandres. They 
amounted to upwards of forty thoufand, from the 
towns of Ypres, Poperingue, Malines, Caffel, and 
Caftlewick of Bergues. 

Thefe Flemings were encamped in great array in 
the valley of Caflel, to oppofe the French garrifons 
which king Philip had fent into St. Omer, St. Ve- 
nant. Aire, and other towns and fortreiTe? in that 
neighbouthood. By the king of France's orders, 
the dauphin of Auvergne, the lords of Kaleuhen, 
Montay, Rochefort, the vifcount de Touars, and 
many other knights from Auvergne and Limoufin, 
ported themfelves in St. Omer. In St. Venant, and. 
in Aire, there were alfo a great many knights. . 
' The Flemings frequently fldrmiflied with the 
French ; and one day, to the number of four or five 
thoufand, lightly armed, they came to the fuburbs 
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of St. Omer, pulled down many houfes, and pillaged 
wherever they could. 

The alarm was inftantly fpread in the town : the 
lords who were there foon armed themfelves, and 
their men, and fallied out at the gate oppofite to 
where the Flemings were. They might amount to 
about fix banners, two hundred armed with helmets, ^ 
and fix hundred infantry. They made a circuit 
round St. Omer, as their guides, who were well ac- 
quainted with the road, led them, and came oppor- 
.tunely upon the Flemings, who were bufily em- 
ployed in colle£birig every thing they could find in 
the town of Arques, which is clofe to St. Omer, fo 
that they were difperfed about, withput officers, and 
without order. The French attacked them thus 
unawares, with banners difplayed, and lances in 
their refts, in regular order, crying out, * Clermont, 
Clermont, for the dauphin of Auvergne.* 

When the Flemings heard this, they were fore 
alarmed ; and, not attempting to rally in any order, 
they fled as faft as they could, throwing down all the 
pillage they had gotten. The French purfued them, 
and killed and knocked them down in great num- 
bers. This purfuit lafted fiill two leagues : there 
were four thoufand eight hundred flain, and four 
hundred captured, who were carried to St. Omer, 
and there imprifoned. When thofe few, who had 
efcaped, arrived at their own army, and related 
what had happened to them, it foon came to the 
ears of their captains, who told them^ they had de- 
fended what had befallen them, for they ♦had done 
Uiis without orders, and without a leader. 

About 
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About midnight, as thefe Flemings were afleep 
in their tents, fo fudden an alarm and fright came 
upon them, that they all got up, and could not 
make fufEcient hafte to decamp. They direftly 
pulled down their tents and pavilions, flung them 
into the baggage- waggons, and took to their heels, 
without waiting for any one, or keeping any order 
or regular road. 

When the two commanders heard of this-,^ they 
got up in the greateft hafte, and ordered large fires 
and torches to be lighted : they mounted their 
horfes, and, gallopping after the Flemings, faid to 
them, ' Sirs, tell us what has ailed you, that you 
fly thus^ when no one purfues you ; you ought to 
think yourfelves very fecure, and yet you are ftill 
going on. Return back, for God's fake : you are 
exceedingly to blame, to run away without being 
purfued.* 

But, notwithftanding all their entreaties, they 
would not ftop, and each took the neareft way he 
could find to his own home. 

Thefe lords, perceiving they could not prevail 
with them,, ordered their baggage to be packed up* 
in the waggons, and came to the fiege of Tournay, 
where they related to the chiefs what had happen ;::d 
to the Flemings, which furprifed all : fome faid, 
they muft have been bewitched. 
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CHAP. LXII. 

THE SIEGE OF TOURNAY RAISED, BY MEANS OF A 



TRUCE. 



HTHE fiege of Toumay had lafted a long time ; 
eleven weeks all but three days; when the 
lady Joan de Valois, fifter to the king of France, 
and mother to the earl of Hainault, took great 
pains with both parties to make up a peace, fo that 
they might feparate without a battle. The good 
lady had frequently, on her knees, befought it of 
the king of France, and afterwards came to the 
lords of the empire, efpecially to the duke of Bra- 
bant, and the duke of Juliers, who had married her 
daughter, and to the lord John of Hainault. 

She at lafl: fo far prevailed, by the help and af- 
fiftance of the lord Lewis d'Augimont, who was 
well beloved by both parties, that a day was fixed 
for a negotiation, A^hen each of the parties was to 
fend five well qualified perfons to treat upon the 
beft means of bringing about a reconciliation, and 
a truce for three days was agreed upon, 

Thefe commiffioners were to meet at a chapel, 
fituated in the fields, called Efplotin. On the day 
appointed, having heard mafs, they affembled after 
dinner, and the good lady with them. 

On the part of the king of France, there came, 
Charles king of Bohemia, Charles earl of Alen9on 
the king's brother, the bifhop of Liege, the earl ot 
Flanders, and the earl of Armagn^c. 
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On the part ot the king of England, there came, 
the duke of Brabant, the bifhop of Lincoln, the 
duke of Gueldres, the duke of Juliers, and the 
lord John of Hainault. 

When they had all entered this chapel, they 
faluted each other moll politely, with every mark 
of refped: : they then began on the bufmefs, and 
the whole day paffed in difcuffing the beft means 
to accomplifli what they were met for. The lady 
Joan entreated of them refpedlfully, but with much 
earneftnefs, that they would exert themfelves to 
bring about a peace : this jfirft day, however, paffed 
without any thing being decided, when they all 
feparated promifing to return on the morrow. 

The next day they came to their appointment, 
began upon the treaty as before, and foil upon 
fome arrangements which feemed likely to end to 
their mutual fatisfaftion ; but it was too late that 
day to put them in writing : fo they feparated, wkh 
a promife of returning on the morrow to complete 
and finiih it. 

The third day thefe lords returned, and agreed 
upon a truce, to laft for one year, between the two 
kings, and all the allies that were prefent, as well 
as between thofe who were carrying on the war in 
Scotland, Gafcony, Poickou, and Saintonge ; and 
it was, in thefe countries, to take place forty days 
from that day. Each party was to inform their 
adherents of the truce, and that they fmcerely 
meant to abide by it ; but they were to be left to 
follow their own inclinations, adhering to it or not. 

, R 4 France, 
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France, Hcardy, Bu^rgundy, and Normandy 
agreed to it, without any exception ; and this truce 
was to take place immediately in the armies of 
France and England. 

The two kings alfo were to fend four <m* five 
noble perfonages to Arras, where the pope was to 
fend as many legates ; and to whatever thefe per- 
fons fliould determine upon they promifed moft 
faithfully to accede. 

One of the conditions of this truce was, that 
each pferfon fliould retain whatever he had got in 
kis pofleflion. 

The truce was immediately proclaimed in each 
army, to the great joy of the Brabanters, who 
yrere heartily tired of the fiege. 

The day after, at day-break, tents and pavilions 
were ftruck, waggons loaded, and every one in 
motion to depart ; fo that any one who had been 
there before, and faw this, might have hailed a new 
sera. 

Thus the good city of Tournay remained un- 
hurt, but it had a narrow efcape ; for there were 
at that time no more provifions in it than would 
have been fufficient for three or four days. 

The Brabanters began their march immediately, 
for they were very impatient to return. The king 
of England fet out fore againft his will, but it be- 
hoved him to confent to the will of others, and to 
agree to their councils. 

The king of France could not well remain 
longer where he was, from the great flench of the 
dead cattle, and from the excellive heat of the 

weather. 
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weather* The French thought they had gsined 
much honour in this bufinefs ; giving for reafon, 
that they had prevented the city of Toumay from 
being loft, and feparated the large army which had 
Iain before it and done nothing, notwithftanding 
the great preparations that had been made. 

The lords of the oppofite party claimed the hb- 
pour of this affair ; becaufe they had remained fo 
long in the kingdom of France, and befieged one 
of the beft towns the king had, burning and de- 
ftroying his country before his eyes, and he not 
fending any fuccour or relief, as he ought to have 
done ; and laftly, becaufe he had confented to a 
truce with his enemies lying before his city, burn- 
ing and wafting his kingdom. 

Thefe lords then fet out from Toumay, and re- 
turned to their own country. 

The king of England went to Ghent, where his 
queen was, and foon after crofled the fea with all 
his people, except thofe whom he left to attend the 
conference at Arras. 

The earl of Hainault returned to Valenciennes ; 
and upon that occafion there were great entertain^ 
ments, and a tournament at Mons in Hainault, 
Sir Gerard de Verchin,- fenefchal of Hainault, was 
there, and tilted at this tournament, in which he 
was mortally wounded. He left behind him a fon, 
called John, who was afterwards a bold and hardy 
knight, though he enjoyed but indifferent health. 

The king of France dift)anded his army, and 
went to amufe and refrelh himfelf at Lifle, where 
the principal perfopis of Toumay came to fee him, 
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He received them with great joy.; and, as a mark 
of fav(mr for having fo gallantly defended them- 
felves againft their enemies, fo that they made no 
conquefts from them, he granted them back their 
franchifes, which they had loft for fome time. 
This made them very happy -, for fir Godemar du 
Fay, and many other knights, ftrangers to them, 
had been made their governors : they, therefore, 
immediately elefted provofts and jurats from among 
themfelves, according to their ancient cuftoms. 

When the king had fettled, to his liking, part of 
his bufmefs, he fct out from Lifie, and took the 
road towards his good city of Paris. 

The time approached for the meeting of the 
conference at Arras. Pope Clement VI. fent, as 
his legates, the cardinal of Naples, and the cardinal 
of Clermont, who came to Parijs, where they were 
received moft honorably by the king of France, 
and then proceeded to Arras, 

From the king of France, there came the fearl 
of Alen9on, the duke of Bourbon, the earl of 
Flanders, the earl of Blois, the archbifhop of Sens, 
the bifliop of Beauvais, and the bifliop of Atixerre* 

On the part of the king of England, there were 
the bifliop of Lincoln, the bifliop of Durham, the 
earl of Warwick, the lord Robert d'Artois, the 
lord John of Hainault, and the lord Henry of 
Flanders. 

At this conference, there were many fubjefts 
brought forward for diicufllon, and a great deal of 
talk during the fifteen days which it lafted, but 
nothing pofitively determined upon ;' for the Eng- 
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lifh made large demands, which the French would 
not allow of; they agreed only to reftore the 
county of Ponthieu, which had been given, as a 
marriage portion with Ifabella, to the king of Eng- 
land« 

This conference, therefore, broke up without 
doing any thing, except prolonging the truce to 
two years, which was all that thefe cardinals could 
obtain. Every one returned homewards j and the 
cardinals t6ok their road throti^h Hainault, at the in- 
treaties of the earl, who right nobly entertained them. 



CHAP. LXIII. 



THE DUKE OF BRITTANY DIES WITHOUT HEIRS; 
UPON WHICH A WAR ENSUES FOR THE SUC- 
CESSION. 



» 



A S foon as the truce made before Tournay had 
been agreed to, and fealed, . the lords, and all 
others, fet off for their own countries. The duke 
of Brittany, who had attended the king of France 
with his arnly before Tournay, better accoutred 
than any other prince or lord, was, upon his re- 
turn home, taken ill, in fo much that he was ob- 
liged to flop, and his diforder increafed fo faft, 
that he died *. 



* John III., duke of Brittany, died at Caen, ;^cth April 
13^. His boJy was carried to the Carmelites of Pioermel. 
Charles de Louviur, who lived at that period, aifures us, ia 
his ^onge du Verger^ that duke John, feeing himfelf without 
children, declared the earl of Montfort his heir. 

The 
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The duke, at his death, had no child, nor had 
the duchefs, his wife, any expectations of one. 
He had a brother by his father's fide, called the 
carl -of Montfort, then living, and who had mar- 
ried the fifter of earl Lewis of Flanders. The duke 
had alfo another . brother-german by father and 
mother, who was dead, but had left a daughter, 
whom her uncle, the duke, had married to the 
lord Charles of Blois, youngeft fon of Guy earl of 
Blois, by the filler of king Philip of France, then 
reigning, and had promifed her, on her marriage, 
the duchy of Brittany. after his deceafe, though, 
at the time, he was doubtful if the earl of Mont- 
fort would not claim it, as hieing ncareft of kiji- 
dred, though he was not properly his brothar- 
german. 

It feemed to the duke, that the daughter of his 
brother-german ought, by reafon of hef proximity, 
to have the duchy after his death, in preference to 
the earl of Montfort, his brother. And as he had long 
had his fufpicions, that the earl of Montfort would; 
after his deceafe, enforce his claim, to the prejudice 
of his young niece, With all his power, he had mar- 
ried her to the lord Charles of Blois, with the in- 
tent that the king of France, his uncle, might more 
powerfully affift him in preferving his rights, fliould 
the earl of Montfort attempt to encroach on them. 

As foon as the eari of Montfort knew of the 
death of the duke, his brother, he fet off direSly 
for the city of Nantes, which is the capital of Brit- 
tany, and exerted himfelf fo much among the citi- 
zens, and the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, 

that 
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that he was received as their lord, as being the 
next relation to the duke juft departed ; and theyi 
all fwore fealty and homage to him. 

Then he, and his wife, who had the heart of a 
lion, took counfel together upon holding a folemn 
court, and a great fead at Nantes. Summons 
were ordered to be fent to all the barons and 
nobles of Brittany, and to the councils of the great 
towns, inviting them to attend this court, to do 
their fealty and homage as to their true lord^ 
which was done. 

In the mean time, before the commencement of 
this feaft, he fct out from Nantes, with a great 
number of men at arm^, and went towards Li- 
moges, where he had been informed his brother 
had placed the large fiims he had amafled. On 
his arrival, he entered the town in a mofl . fplendid 
manner, and was nobly and honourably received 
by the inhabitants, clergy, and commonalty of the 
place. 

They all did him homage, as to their right lord ( 
and the grand treafury was delivered up to him^ 
by the confent of the lords and burgeffcs, whom 
he gained by the prefents and promifes he made to 
them. 

When he had feafted and remained at Limoges 
as long as was agreeable to him, he departed with 
all the treafure, and came direftly to Nantes, 
where the lady, his wife, was expefting him. They 
continued there in private, with much joy, until 
the day arrived for the grand court and folemn 

feaft. 
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feafty and made great preparations for the cele- 
bration of It. 

On the day of the feaft, no one appeared to the 
furamons, but one knight, fir Henry de Leon, who 
was a powerful and valiant man : neverthelefs, 
they continued the feaft for three days with' the 
citizens of Nantes, and thofe near the city, in the 
beft manner they could. It was then refolved to 
expend the great treafure in obtaining poffeflion of 
the duchy, to collect a numerous body of foldiers, 
both horfe and foot, and to force all that fhould 
rebel againft him to afk his mercy. This council 
was attended by all who were at Nantes, knights, 
clerks, and citizens. Soldiers were enlifted from 
all parts, and well paid ; fo that they foon had a 
large body of horfe, as well as foot, of thofe that 
were noble, as well as thofe that were ndt, and 
from all parts and countries. 



CHAP. LXIV. 

THE EARL OF MONTFORT TAKES THE TOWN AND 

CASTLE OF BREST. 

TXT'HEN the earl of Montfort found that he had 
men in plenty, he was advifed to go and pof- 
fefs himfelf, either by violent or gentle means, of 
all ^he country, and to fubdue his enemies. He 
fallied out, therefore, from Nantes with a large 
army, and drew towards a vei^ ftrcng caftle, fitu- 
ated upon the fea coaft, called Breft : fir Walter 

de 
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1-e Cliffon was governor of it, a moft noble knight, 
md one of the greateft barons of Brittany. 

The earl,, in his march towards Breft, fo con- 
quered all the country, except the fortrcfles, that 
:lie inhabitants followed him, on foot or on horfe- 
3ack, for they dari^^d not leave him : he thereby 
had a numerous body of men at arms. 

When he and his army were come before Breft, 
he ordered fir Henry do I^eon to fummon the go- 
vernor, and require of him, in obedience to the 
earl of Montfort, as duke of Brittany, to furrender 
to him the caftle and town of Breft, as to his liege* 
lord. The governor replied, he would do nothing 
in the bufmefs, imtil he fhould have received or- 
ders from the lord to whom of right it belonged. 
The earl then retreated to a fmall diftance, and 
fent challenges to thofe of the town and caftle. On 
the morrow, after he had heard mafs, he ordered 
his men to arm, and make an aflault upon the 
caille^ which was very ftrong, and well provided 
with every thing. 

The governor, fir Walter de Clifton, on his part, 
was not inaftive : he armed all the garrifon, who 
were full three hundred good fighting men, and 
fent. every one to the poft he had afligned them, 
taking with him about forty of the braveft, and 
advanced out of the caftle, as far as the barriers. 

The aflailants came there to make their attack, 
which was very fliarp ; and many of them were 
{lain and wounded : the governor performed won- 
ders ; but at laft, fuch numbers came upon him, 
the earl urged them on fo fliarply, and each exerted 

himfelf 
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himfelf fo much, that the barriets were won, and 
the defenders of them forced to retire towards the 
caftle, with great lofs; for their opponents had 
fought lufHly : many were killed. The govfentor, 
however, comforted them as well as he could, and 
conducted them, in fafety to the chief gate. When 
thofe who kept the ward of the gate perceived the 
defeat of the governor's party, they Were afraid of 
lofmg the caftle, and let fall the portcullis, which 
Ihut them out : the knight, however, defended 
himfelf valiantly, though moft of his party were 
killed or wounded : the governor himfelf, though 
very badly wounded, would not furrender, in fpite 
of all entreaties. 

Thofe within the cnfth exerted themfelves witfi 
their crofs-bows; and, by throwing large ftones 
Upon the aflailants, forced them to retire, and gave 
an opportunity of raifing a little the portcullis, fo 
that the knight, and the remnant of his detach* 
ment, entered: all of them were dangeroufly 
wounded. 

The next day, the earl of Montfort ordered ma- 
chines to be made, and got ready to attack the 
caftle more vigoroufly ; and he declared, that no- 
thing fliouM make him depart, until he had gained 
poffeflion of it. 

On the third day he was informed, that fir 
Walter de Cliffon was dead of the wounds he had 
received, which was confirmed. Upon this the 
earl ordered his men to arm themfelves, to renew 
the attack with vigour, and the machines which 
had been made to advance, and large beams of ritiibef 

to 
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to be thrown acrofs the trenches, in order to come 
to the walls of the caftle. Thofe within defended 
themfelves with their crofs-bows, and by throwing 
down upon the aiTailants (tones, firebrands, and 
pots of hot lime, till towards mid-day, when the 
earl again fummoned them to furrender, pro- 
mifing them indemnity for what was paffed, on 
their acknowledging him as their lawful lord. 
Upon this they had a long confultation, and the 
earl ordered a ceffation of arms. After they had 
fully confidered the propofal, they freely furren- 
dered themfelves, their perfons and eflFefts being 
preferved inviolate. The earl then entered the caftle, 
with a few attendants, and received the fealty of all 
thofe of the caftlewick* He appointed a knight, in 
whom he had great truft, as the governor of it, 
and returned, very well pleafed, to his camp. 



CHAP. LXV. 



THE BARL OF MONTFORT TAKES THE CITY OF. 

RENNES. 

Ty HEN the earl had concluded this bufinefs, and 
had eftablifhed proper guards and garrifon in 
the cafUe of Breft, he was advifed to advance to- 
wards the city of Rennes, which was at no great 
diljkance. 

,He ordered his camp to be broken up, and the 

army to march towards Rennes : through all the 

Jtountry he paffed, he made the inhabitants fwev 

homage and fealty to him, as their Uege lord, aiui 
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took as rtiany \<ath him as he could, to help alii 
affift his army. None dared to refufe him, for feat 
of their perfons. When he was arrived at Arras, 
he ordered his tents t6 be pitched, and placed his 
army round the town and fuburbs. 

Thofe of the town made a fliew of defending 
themfelves : their governor was fir Henry de Spine- 
fort, whom they much loved for his prowefs and 
loyalty. He orte day made a fally, with two hundred 
tnen, before the dawn, upon the enemy's camp, 
cutting down tent^, and killing fome few. Upon 
which the army cried out, ' to arms,* and made 
ready for their defence : thofe who were upon 
guard, hearing thefe cries, and the ftir, advanced to 
the place, and met thofe of the town returning 
home. An attack commenced, which was boldly 
fought oti both fides 2 when the army had armed 
themfelves, they advanced to the fupport of the 
guard ; which the town's people feeing, loft courage, 
and ran away as faft as they could, but many re- 
mained on the field, killed and prifoners. Among 
the laft was fir Henry de Spinefort, who being 
brought to the earl of Montfort, he determined to 
fend him to the inhabitants of the town, to demand 
their furrender, or he would hang the knight be- 
fore the gates ; for he had heard how very much 
he was beloved by them. 

Upon this demand the commonalty had a long 
confultation. They loved fir Henry much, and 
greatly coihpaflionated him : they had alfo made but 
very fcanty provifion for enduring a long fiege, lb 
that they wiflied to accept the terms offered j but 

the 
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the higher ranks of citizens would not agree to 
them, for they had laid in ample ftores. Thic oc- 
cafioned a quarrel among them j and, as thofe of 
the higher ranks were nearly allied to each other, 
they withdrew themfelves on one fide, and faid 
aloud, that all who were of this opinion fhould 
come to them : fo many were of their way of think- 
ing, and conneded with them, that they amounted 
to full two thoufand againft accepting the earFs pro- 
pofals. 

When the lower forts faw this, they began to ftir, 
and cried out againft them, uling many bad and 
villanous expreffions, and at laft fell upon them, 
and killed many. The citizens, perceiving their 
danger, begged for mercy, and promifed to agree 
to whatever the people chofe. Upon this the riot 
ceafed, and the people ran to open the gates, and 
deliver up the city to the earl of Montfort. All the 
inhabitants, both great and fmall, did him homage 
and fealty, acknowledging him for their lord. This 
was done out of love to fir Henry de Spinefort, and 
he was made one of the earFs council. 



CHAP. LXVI. 



THE EARL OF MONTFORT TAKES THE TOWN AND 

CASTLE OF HENNEBON *. 

^nrHE earl entered the town of Rennes in great 
triumph ; and he quartered his army in the 

fields round about it* He made up the quarrel be- 

« 

• Situated upon the river Blavet, in the diocefe of Vannes, 
37 leagues from Nantes. 

S 2 tween 
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Wetti the mhabit^ts, and then eftablilhed bailiffs, 
provbfts, flieriffs, ferjeints, and other officers. He 
remani:ed in the city three days, to repofe hhnfelf 
and army, and to confider upon what fteps he 
Aioulci next take. The fourth day he decamped,, 
tod marched to one of the beft fortified caftles, and 
the ftrongeft town, without comparifon, in all Brit* 
tany, called Hennebon. It is fituated near the fea, 
and a river runs round about it in deep trenches. 

When fir Henry de Spinefort was informed of his 
intentions, he began to be alarmed left fome 
mifchance fliould befal his brother, who was go. 
vemor of that place, and, taking the earl afide, faid 
to him, * Sir, you have admitted me to the honour 
of your council, and I have fwom feahy to you. I 
perceive that you mean to fit down before Henne- 
bon : I think it, therefore, my duty to inform you, 
that the town and caftle are fo ftrongly fortified^ 
that it will not be fo eafily won as you may think. 
You may lye before it a whole year, and never 
conquer it by dint of force : but if you will put 
your confidence in me, I will point out a method by 
which you may gain it. It is proper to ufe artifice 
when ftrength i^ of no avail. You will give me, if 
you pleafe, five hundred men at arms, for me to aft 
Avith as I fhall think proper : I will advance vnih 
them half a league before your army, with the ban- 
ner of Brittany difplayed. As foon as my brotheri 
who is commandant of the town and caftle, (hall fee 
the banner of Brittany, and diftinguifh me, I am fure 
he will open the gates, \yhich I will enter and feize, 
as well as the town and caftle, and arreft my brother, 
whom I will give up to your will, if he will not fol- 
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low my advice, under your promife of honour, that 
you will not do him any bodily harm.' 

* No, by my head, I will not,' replied the earl j 
^ and you have hit upon a lucky expedient. I love 
you more than before for it, and fhall be charme4 
with you, if you can bring it about that I may b^ 
inafter of the town and caftle/ 

Sir Henry de Spinefort, and his party, amounting 
to full five hundred armed men, took leave of the 
earl, and, in the evening, came before Hennebon. 
As foon as Oliver de Spinefort knew of his arrival, 
lie permitted him and his forces to enter the gate^, 
and went down the ftreet to meet him. When fir 
Henry faw him approach, he ftept forward, aAd, 
taking hold of him, faid, ' Oliver, you are niy 
prifoner.* * How is this?* replied Oliver: * I 
trufted in you, and thought you were come here 
to help and aflifl me in defending this town and 
-caftle.* * Sweet fir,* faid fir Henry, ' things do not 
go on in that manner. I take poffeffipn of this place 
for the earl of Montfort, who, at this moment, is 
duke of Brittany ; to whom I, as well as the greater 
part of the country, have fwom fealty and homage ; 
and you will, I am fure, do the fame, for it will be 
more agreeable to do it out of love than through 
compulfion, and my lord, the earl, will think himfelf 
the more obliged to you for it.* 

.Oliver was fo much prefTed and intreated by his 
brother, that he confented to his propofals, and con- 
firmed it to the earl, who entered the town tri- 
umphantly, which is a large place, and a good fea- 

port 
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After having taken poffeffion of the town and 
ftrong caftle, he placed in both, men at arms, for 
their garrifons. He then advanced toward Vannes, 
and was fo aftive in treating with the inhabitants, 
that they furrendered it, and fwore feahy and 
homage, as to their true lord. He eflablifhed, in 
that town, all manner of municipal officers, and 
tarried there three whole days. 

When he departed, he marched to befiege a very 
ftrong caftle, called La Roche Perion, the governor 
of which was the lord Oliver de Cliffon, coufm^ 
german to the lord of Cliffon *. 

The earl remained before it more than ten days, 
without being able to find out any means to gain 
this caftle, it was fo ftrong, nor obtain any parley 
or conference with the governor, fo that he might 
attempt to gain him to his obedience, either by pro- 
mifes or by threats. He, therefore, left it, until he 
Ihould have a greater force, and went to befiege 
another caftle, ten leagues off, called the caftle of 
Aurai, Sir Geoffry de Maleftroit was governor of 
it, and he had, for his companion, fir Yves de 
Trifiguidi. The earl made two affaults upon it, 
but he faw he fliould lofe more than he could gain : 
he confented to a truce, and a day of parley, 
through the eameft folicitation of fir Herve de 
J-eon, who at that time was with him. 



• The Hiftoire de la Bretagne, by pere Monce, a bene- 
di;^ine monk, fays, that Oliver de Cliflbn was the true lord de 
Cliffon, 
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The parley was fo managed, that every thing was 
amicably adjufted, and the two knights fwore fealty 
and homage to the earl, who immediately departed^ 
after having appointed them as his governors of the 
callle and of the furrounding country, and went to- 
ward a ftrong caftle in that neighbourhood, called 
Goy la Foreft. 

He who was governor of 't, perceiving that the 
earl had a ftrong force, and that all the country was 
fubmitting itfelf to him, by the advice and remon- 
ftrances of fir Herve de L^on (with whom he had 
formerly been companion at arms in Pruffia, Grenada, 
and in many other foreign countries), yielded it 
up to the earl, and fwore fealty and homage to him, 
who continued him as governor of the place. He 
then went to Carhaix, a good town, with a ftrong 
caftle. The lord of it was a bifhop, who at the time 
was there : he was uncle to fir Herve de Leon, 
and by his advice and affedion for him, he furren- 
dered it to the earl, acknowledging him as his lord, 
until fome other fliould come, and fhew a more juft 
title to the dukedom of Brittany *. 

* It was the bifhop of Quimper, Alain !e Gal> who wa$ 
probably on his vifitation round his diocefe. The author of 
the hiftory of Brittany, before quoted, fccms to doubt the 
relationfhip between the bifhop and iir Herve de Leon. 
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CHAP. LXVIL 

THE EARL OF MONTFORT DOES HOMAGE TO THE 
KING OF ENGLAND, FOR THE DUKEDOM OP 
BRITTANY*. 

I^HY fhould I make a long ftory of it ? The 
earl of, Montfort continued his conquefts, 
gained the whole country, and was every where 
addreffed as duke of Brittany. He advanced to a 
fea-port town, called Rofcoff, when he difmiffed his 
troops, and fent them to garrifon and preferve for 
him the different towns he had won. He then em- 
barked, and landed in Cornwall, at a port called 
Cepfee, where, upon his inquiries after the^ king of 
England, he was mformed that he was at Windfor. 
He fet off for that place, and was received at 
Windfor, by the king, queen, and all the barons at 
that time there, with great joy. 

He explained to the king, the lord Robert 
d* Artois, and to all the council, the manner of his 



♦ Froiflart feems to miftake this homage, for the one the 
carl of Montfort paid to the king of England as earl of 
Richmond^ -which had fallea to the king on the death of earl 
John. But I cannot account for this, as Froiflart before fays, 
king Edward created Robert d'Artois earl of Richmond. 
Montfort pofitively denied having paid any' homage, when 
he attended the king of France, at Paris, in obedience to his 
fummons. The procuration to treat with the duke of Brit- 
tany, and the powers to receive his homage for the lands 
appertaining to the earldom of Richmpnd, are given to the 
archbifliop of Canterbury, and lir Walter Scroop, both dated 
the 13th March 1331.— Rymer. 

feiz- 



fd2ang and taldng poffeffion of the duchy of Brit- 
tany, which had devolved to him, a3 next heir to his 
brother lately deceafed. He fufpeded, however, 
that the lord Charles of Blois, and the king of 
France, would attempt to deprive him of it by force ; 
for which reafon he had come to hold the duchy of 
the king of England, and to do him homage for it, 
provided he fhould be fecured againft the king of 
France, or any others that fliould attempt to moleft 
him in his rights. 

The king of England, confidering that his war 
againft France would be ftren^thened by this means, 
— ^that he could not have a better entry into that 
kingdom than through Brittany, — ^that the Ger- 
mans and Brabanters had done nothing for him, 
but coft him large fums, — and that the lords of 
the empire had led him up and down, taking hifi 
money, without making any return for it, — ^was 
very happy to comply with the earl's requeft, and 
received his homage for the duchy by the hand of 
the earl, who was called and addreffed by the title 
of duke. 

The king then gave him his promife, in the pre< 
fence of the lords who had accompanied him, as 
well as before thofe barons of England that were 
there, that he would aid, defend, and preferve him, 
as his liege man, againft any one, the king of 
France, or any other, to the uttermoft of his loyal 
poVer. 

. Thefe promlfes and homage were writt^ and 
fcaled, and each party had a copy of them. 

"••■*• ■ ■ - • . • 
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After this, the king and queen made fuch ricfh 
prefents of jewels, and other gifts, to the earl, and 
to thofe who had come over with him, that they 
pronounced him a gallant king, and fit to reign 
many years in great profperity. They afterwards 
took leave, embarked, and landed at RofcoflF, a town 
in Brittany, the place whence they had failed ; and 
thence he went to Nantes, where his countefs had 
remained, who told him, that he had done well, and 
had afted wifely. 

CHAP. LXVIIL 

THE EARL OF MONTFORT SUMMONED BEFORE THE 
PARLIAMENT OF PARIS, AT THE REQUEST OF 
THE LORD CHARLES OF BLOIS. 

TIT^HEN the lord Charles of Blois, who, by right 
of his wife, looked upon himfelf as lawful 
duke of Brittany, was informed that the earl John 
of Montfort was conquering, by force of arms, all 
the country and fortreffes which of right belonged 
to him, he went to Paris, and complained of it to 
king Philip, his uncle. 

King Philip called upon his twelve peers for their 
advice what was beft to be done in this bufinefs. 
They recommended, that the earl of Montfort 
fhould be fent to and fummoned, by properly qua- 
lified meffengers, to appear at Paris, to be inter- 
rogated judicially ; which was done. 

The meffengers found the earl in the city of 
Nantes, keeping great feafts, which he made them 
partake of, and told them, he would be obedient to 

the 
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tlie king's commands, and would cheerfully attend 
them. 

He made very magnificent preparations, fet out 
from Nantes, and journeyed on till he came to Paris, 
which he entered with more than four hundred at- 
tendants on horfeback, and tarried there that day and 
night. On the morrow, about eight o'clock, he and 
his attendants mounted their horfes, and rode to the 
palace, where king Pnilip was waiting for him, fur* 
roimded by his twelve peers, great numbers of other 
barons, and the lord Charles of Blois. When the 
earl of Montfort was arrived at the palace, he with- 
drew to the chamber where the king and his barons 
were : he was civilly regarded and faluted by them* 
He advanced towards the king, and, making him a 
reverence, faid, * Sir, I come here in obedience to 
your commands and good pleafure/ The king re- 
plied, * Earl Montfort, I thank you for fo doing ; 
but I am much furprifed how you could think or 
dare, of your own accord, to invade the duchy of 
Brittany, where you have no right ; for there are 
nearer heirs than you, whom you attempt to difm- 
herit : and, in order the better to ftrengthen your 
claim, you have been, as I am informed, to do ho- 
mage for it to my enemy the king of England.' 

The earl anfwered, * Oh dear, fir, do not believe 
it ; for, in good truth, you have been mifinformed : 
but, with regard to my claim of which you have jufl: 
fpoken, with all due deference to your grace, I be- 
lieve you are quite miftaken ; for I know of no 
pearer relation to the duke, my brother, lately de- 

ceafed. 
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ceafed, than myfelf ; and I fhall not think myfelf a 
rebel, or be afhamed, for not giving up my right/ 

* Sir earl,* faid the king, * you (ay well ; but I 
command you, by what you now hold, and exped 
to hold, from me, that you quit nx)t the city of 
Paris for fifteen days, when the peers and barons 
Ihall tiy this claim of relationfliip ; at which time 
you will know what your right is : and, if you zdc 
oAerwife, you will incur my difpleafure.' 

* Your will Ihall be done, fir,* anfwqred the earl. 
He then left the court, and returned to his hotel to 
4iinner. When he was come there, he retired to 
his own chamber ; and having well weighed and 
xronfidered fome fufpicions he had conceived, he 
mounted his horfe, and fet out for Brittany, ac- 
companied by a very fmall number of attendants, 
and arrived at Nantes, before the king or any others, 
except his own particular friends, knew any thing of 
the matter. It was imagined, ill health kept him 
within his hotel. 

He related to his countefs, all that had happened, 
and wrote, according to her advice, to all the towns 
and caftles which had been furrendered to bim ; 
-eftablifhed in each able captains, with plenty of 
foldiers, cavalry as well as infantry, and paid them 
handfomely. 
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CHAP. LXIX. 

THE DUCHY OF BRITTANY ADJUDGED, BY THE 
PARLIAMENT OF PARIS, TO THE LORD CHARLES 
DE BLOIS. 

IT may be eafily conceived, that the king of France, 
and lord Charles de Blois, were exceedingly en* 
raged, on hearing that the earl of Montfort had 
efcaped from them. However, they waited for the 
expiration of the fifteen days, when the peers and 
barons were to give their judgment to whom be- 
longed the duchy of Brittany. 

They adjudged it wholly to the lord Charles de 
Blois, from the earl of Montfort, for two reafons* 
One was, becaufe the wife of lord Charles de Blois, 
as the reprefentative of her father (who, after the lafl: 
duke was the next brother, both by father and 
mother), was a nearer relation than the earl of 
Moiitfc»t, who was the youngeft of thefe brothers, 
by another mother ; which mother bad never been 
duchtefs of Brittany ; fo that he could -never deduce 
any claim from her. Another was, that, fuppofing 
the esoA of Montfort had any legal claim .>to the Xuc- 
ceffion, he had forfeited it, becaufe he had doneiio- 
mage for it to another lord than the king of France, 
to whom he owed it; and alfo, becaufe he had 
tranfgreffed the commands of the king of France, 
had broken his arreft, and had quitted Paris without 
leave. 

When the barons had publicly given their judg- 
ment in this affair, the king called to his nephew, 

th^ 



the lord Charles de Blois, and faid to him, * Good 
nephew, you have had adjudged to you a handfome 
and great heritage ; make hafte to take pofleflion of 
it, and conquer it from him who wrongfully holds 
it ; and intreat all your friends to aid and aflift you 
in this undertaking. I will not fail you, but will 
lend 'you money in fufficienqr, and will give orders 
to my fon, the duke of Normandy, to take the 
command of the expedition.' 

The lord Charles made a profound reverence to 
the king, and returned him many thanks. He foon 
after requefted the duke of Normandy his coufin, 
the count d'Alen9on his uncle, the duke of Bur- 
gundy, the count de Blois his brother, the duke of 
Bourbon, the lord Lewis of Spain, the lord James 
of Bourbon, the count d'Eu, at that time conftable 
of France, the count de Guines his fon, the vifcount 
de Rohan, and all the other princes and barons then 
prefent, to affift him to gain his right ; which they 
•all promifed, and faid, they would cheerfully follow 
him, and their lord, the duke of Normandy, with 
all the forces they could collefl: together. Upon 
which every one fet off foj* his own home, to make 
himfelf ready, and provide properly for the oc* 
cafion. 
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CHAP. LXX. 

tHE LORDS OF FRANCE ENTER BRITTANY, WITH 

LORD CHARLES DE BLOIS. 

TI/^HEN all the lords of Normandy, the count 
d'Alen^on, the duke of Burgundy, and the 
others that were to accompany the lord Charles de 
Blois, in his expedition to conquer Brittany, were 
jready, fome of them fet out from Paris, and the 
reft from different places, in order to meet together 
at Angers. From thence they proceeded to An* 
cenis, which is at the extremity of the kingdom on 
that fide. They remained there three days, for 
the purpofe of arranging and ordering their army 
and baggage. Upon entering Brittany, they num- 
bered their forces, and found them amount to five 
thoufand men at arms, without counting the Ge- 
noefe, who were at leaft three thoufand, under the 
command of three knights from Genoa : the name 
of one was Othes de Rae, and of another Charles 
Germanly *. 

There was a large body of foot foldiers and 
crofs-bowmen, led on by fir Galois de la Baume. 

When the whole army had marched out of An- 



• According to the Annals of Genoa, by Agoftino Jufti- 
niai)0> I think their names ought to be, Odoard de Doric and 
Charles Grimaldi.— ID us Ys Sauvage. 

Villani, in his Chronique Univerfclle, makes mention of 
jtfUon Dorie and Charles Grimaldi, as captains of th« Genoefe, 
at tlu battle of Crccj.^Idem, 
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cenis, they advanced towards a very ftrong caftle, 
fituated upon a high mountain, called Chateau- 
ceaux, on the borders of Brittany, which was very 
well pr(5vided with men and ammunition. It was 
under the command of two knights from Lorraine; 
one* called fir Giles, and the other fir Valerian. 

The lords of France, on drawing near to this 
caftle, were of opinion to befiege it ; for if they left 
a place of fuch ftrength behind them, it would do 
them much harm. They therefore furrounded it, 
and made many affaults, particularly the Oenoefe, 
who were eager to fhew themfelves at the onfet, 
and loft many of their men ; for thofe within made 
fo gallant a defence, that thefe gentlemen remained 
a long time before it without any fuccefs. At laft, 
however, they brought fuch quantities of great 
beams and faggots as filled up the ditches, fo that 
they could get to the foot of the walls of the caftle, 
jlnd attack it with greater vigour. 

Itie befieged flung down upon them Hones, hot 
lime, and brands of fire ; notwithftanding which, 
their opponents advanced clofe to the walls, havixig 
lecured themfelves by means of large beams, fo 
that they could mine the walls under cover.. Upofi 
^his the caftle was furrendered, the lives and effeQs 
of the garrifon being fpared. ' 

When the lords of France had thus gained the 
caftle, the duke of Normandy, as commander in 
chief, gave it up to lord Charles de Blois, as ap- 
pertaining to him of right, who placed a garrifen 
there, with a fufEcient force ^ to guard it -and- the 

neigh- 



neighbouring country, and alfo to condufl: fuch 
troops after him as might arrive *. 

They then advanced towards Nantes, which is 
the principal town of Brittany, and where their 
enemy, the earl of Montfort, had fixed his refi- 
dence. 

The marflials of the army, and the advanced 
guard, came to a tolerably good town, furrounded 
with ditches^ which they immediately attacked. 
Thofe within were not very numerous, nor well 
armed ^ confequently the town was foon taken and 
pillaged : one half of it was burnt, and the inhabi- 
tants flain. This town was called Carquefou, and 
is about four or five leagues from Nantes. The 
lords remained for the night in that neighbour- 
hood: the next day they advanced to Nantes, 
which they laid fiege to, and pitched their tents 
and pavilions. 

The men at arms in the city, who werJ^ery nu- 
merous, and the citizens, having perceived this, 
haftened to arm themfelves, and went to the diffe- 
rent poftsafligned them for defending their town. 

The army before it, having fixed upon their 
quarters, went out a foraging; and fome of the 
Genoefe and foot foldiers advanced, as far as the 
barriers, to (kirmini. Several young men of the 
town with a few foldiers fallied out to meet them. 



* The hi dorian of Brittany fays, the French kept this 
place, and that king John gave it as an appanage to his fon, 
Lewis count d'Anjou. Charles V. acknov/ledged that it 
belonged to the dukes of Brittany, and gave it back. 

Vol.. I. T and 
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and many were flain on both fides. Skirmifiies 
were continually going on as long as the army re- 
mained before it. 

One morning, fome of the foldiejrs and citizens 
fallied forth, to feek adventures. They met about 
fifteen carts loaded with provifions going to the 
army, condufted by fixty perfons. Thofe from 
the town were two hundred. They fell upon 
them, feized the carts, and flew many. Thofe that 
efcaped fled to the army, and related what had 
paiTed; when immediately a detachment was fent 
to refcue the prifoners. They came up with them 
near the barriers : the affray then became more 
ferious ; for thofe from the army multiplied fo 
quickly, that the citizens had enough to do. How- 
ever, they took the horfes from the carts, and 
drove them into the town, that if their opponents 
fhould rgin the field, they might not fo eafily carry 
off" th^waggons or provifions. Other foldiers 
came out from the town, to help their friends and 
relations : it became every moment more fevere> 
and of a long continuance : many were killed and 
wounded on both fides. At length, fir Herve de 
Leon perceived it was time to retreat : for, by ftay- 
ing, they might ' lofe more than they could gain: 
he therefore ordered thofe of the town to retire in 
the beft: manner they could ; but they were fo 
clofely purfued, that numbers were killed, and 
more than two hundred burgeffes of the town 
taken prifoners. 

The earl of Montfort was very angry at this, 
and blamed fir Herve much for having ordered the 

1 5 retreat 



retreat fo foon. Sir Herve took this to heart, and 
would never attend the councils of the earl, as he 
had been formerly ufed to do j which condud fur»- 
prifed many. 



CHAP. LXXI. 

THE EARL OF MONTFORT TAKEN PRISONER AT 
NANTES, AND THE MANNER OF HIS DEATH, 

TT came to pafs, as I have heard it related, that , 

the burgefles, feeing their property deftroyed 
both within and without the town, and their chil- 
dren and friends thrown into prifon, were fearful 
left worfe might happen to them : they therefore 
affembled privately, and, in their meetings, came 
to a determination to treat in an underhand man- 
ner, with the lords of France, about ob taming a 
peace, fecurin^ their property, and delivering their 
children and friends out of prifon. 

• • • . 

Their propofals were acceded to ; and their 
friends were to be fet at liberty, upon condition that 
they would allow them to pafs through one of the 
gates of the town, to attack the caftle, and feize 
the earl of Montfort, without doing hurt, either to 
.the city or to s^ny of the inhabitants. 

- There were fome people who feemed to fay, that 
this treaty was brought about through the folicita- 
tion of fir Herve de Lfon (who had formerly been 
one of the earPs chief advifers), out of revenge for 
.having been menaced and blamed by him, as before 

related. 
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By this means they entered the city, accont-' 
panied by as many as they chofe, went ftrait to the 
caftle, broke down the gates, and took the earl of 
Montfort, whom they carried off to their camp, 
without injuring houfe or inhabitant in the city^ 
This event took place in the year of grace 1341, 
about All-faints day. 

The lords of France entered the city In great 
triumph ; when all the burgeffes and inhabitants 
did homage and fealty to the lord Charles de Blois, 
as to their true lord. They continued in the city 
, for three days, keeping great feafts * : they advifed 
the lord Charles to remain there, and in its neigh- 
bourhood, until another feafon, and to employ the 
foldiers of the garrifons from the places hje had 
won in the moft advantageous manner* 

Thefe lords then took their leave and departed^ 
and rode on till they came to Pari^, where the king 
was, to whom they delivered up the earl of Mont- 
fort, as his prifoner. The king confined him in 
the towdr of the Louvre at Paris, where he re- 
mained for a length of time, and at lafl died there^ 
as it has been told me for a truth t* 

Iwifli 

, ■ V . * 
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* The French remained at Nantes untilthe i8th Decem- 
ber; and the earl of Montfort furrendcred the town himfelf 
to the duke of Normandy, on learning what were the real 
difpofitions of the townfmen, and knowing he could not 
longer depend on them. It is faid, he was deceived by the 
fine fpeeches of the duke, who promifed, 011 oath, to' deliver 
. to him again the town of Nantes> in the fame ftate he re- 
ceived it, and granted him paifpcrts, &c. — Htjl. of Brittany % 

f Froifliirt has been mifinformed. * It was about this 
lime (1345) tha^t the carl of Montfort foui^d means to efcape 

from 
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I wifh now to return to the countefs of Mont- 
fprt, who poflefled the courage of a man, and the 
heart of a lion. She was in the city of Rennes 
when fhe heard of the feizure of her lord ; and, 
notwithftanding the great grief fhe had at heart, 
Ihe did all fhe could to comfort and reanimate her 
friends and foldiers : fhewing them a young child, 
called John after his father, fhe faid, ' Oh, gentle- 



from the tower of the Louvne, where he had been confined 
upwards of three years. Some perfons, touched with com- 
paflion, difguifed him as a merchant, and aflifted him in his 
efcape. He went direftly to England, and found king Ed- 
ward at Wellminfter, who had juft written to the pope, to 
complain of the infradions Philip de Valois was making on 
the truce concluded at Male(lroit» and to explain the rea« 
fons he had for declaring war againft him. He was folely 
occupied with the great armament he was preparing againft 
France, and on the war he intended to carry on in Gafcony. 
Neverthelefs, he thought proper to grant fome troops to the 
earl of Montfort, to fupport him againft Charles de Blois ; 
the command of which he gave to William Bohun, earl of 
Northampton, whom he had nominated his lieutenant- 
general, as well in Brittany as in France - 

* The earl of Montfort, before he quitted England, paid 
homage liege to the king, for the duchy of Brittany, at 
Lambeth, in the apartment of the archbiihop, in prefence 
of the earl of Northampton, and feveral other lords. 

* He embarked with the troops for his duchy-^made an 
unfuccefsfui attack on Quimper, which he did not long fur- 
vive- He died, the 26th September 1345, in the caftle of 
Hennebon, and was firft buried in the church of the Holy 
Crofs at Kimperle, but was afterwards transferred to the 
church of the Dominicans, in the fame town. Before his 
death he made a will, and appointed the king of England 
guardian to his fon, John of Brittany.' — H'tjl. de Bretdgne. 

T 3 men. 
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men, do not be caft down by what we have fuf- 
fered through the lofs of my lord : he was but one 
man. Look at my little child here : if it pleafe 
God, he fliall be his reftorer, and (hall do you much 
fervice. I have plenty of wealth, which I will dif- 
tribute among you, and will feek out for fuch a 
leader as may give you a proper confidence. 

When the countefs had, by thefe means, en- 
couraged her friends and foldiers at Rennes, Ihe ^ 
vifited all the other towns and fortrefles, taking 
her young fon John with her. She addreffed and 
encouraged them in the fame manner as (he had 
done at Rennes. She ftrengthened her garrifons 
both with men and provifions, paid handfomely for 
every thing, and gave largely wherever (he thought 
it would have a good effeft. She then went to 
Hennebon, near the fea, where Ihe and her fon 
remained all that winter ; frequently vifiting her 
garrifons,-whom fhe encouraged, and paid liberally. 



CHAP. LXXir. 



THE KING OF ENGLAND, FOR THE THIRD TIME, 
MAKES WAR UPON THE SCOTS. 

1 T has been mentioned before, how the lords of 
Scotland, during the fiege of Tournay, had re- 
taken many towns and fortreffes from the Englilh, 
which they poffeffed in Scotland. There only re- 
mained to them the caftles of Stirling, Roxburgh, 
and Berwick. 



The 
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The Scots had laid fiege to the caftle of Stirling, 
affiiled by fome French lords, whom king Fhilip 
fent to aid them in their wars, and had prefled it fo 
dofeljr, that the Englifli garrifon found great difEL 
culty in holding it out. 

When the king of England was returned into his 
own country, he thought it advifable to make an. 
incurfion into Scotland, which he immediately fet 
about, and began his march between Michaelmas 
and All-faints. He iflued out his fummons for all 
archers and men at arms to follow him to York. 
The Englifli put themfelves in motion to obey his. 
commands, and came to the place appointed. 

The king arrived at York, where he remained 
waiting for his forces, who followed him very 
quickly. 

When the Scots heard of the king's arrival at 
York, they puflied on the fiege of Stirling with the 
greateft vigour; and by engines and cannons fo 
prefled the garrifon, that they were forced to fur- 
render it, preferving their lives, but not their effects. 
This intelligence was brought to the king, where he 
lay. He began his march towards Stirling, and 
came to Newcaflle upon Tyne, where, and in the 
neighbouring villages, he quartered his army, and 
continued upwards of a month, waiting for their pur- 
veyances, which had been embarked between All- 
faints and St. Andrew's day. 

Many of their fliips were loft ; and they had 
fuftained fuch contrary winds, that they were driven 
wpon the coafts of Holland and Friezeland, in fpite 

T4 of 
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of all their efforts, fo that very few arrived at New- 
caftle. On which account the army of the king of 
England, which confided of fix thoufand cavalry 
and forty thoufand infantry, were in very great 
diflrefs, and provifions exceedingly fcarce. They 
could not advance farther, as the winter was fet in, 
and no forage or provifions to be had ; for the 
Scots had fecured all the cattle and com in their 
fortreffes. 

The Scottifh lords, who, after the conqueft of 
Stirling, had retired to the foreft of Jedworth, un^ 
derftanding that the king of England was come to 
Newcaftle with a large force, to burn and deftroy 
their country, collefted together, to confider of the 
baft means to defend themfelves. They were not 
very numerous, and had carried on the war, night 
and dsiy, for more than feven years, without a leader, 
very much to their own difcomfort; and, feeing 
there was not any expeftation of receiving fuccour 
from their own king, they determined to fend to 
the king of England a bifhop and an abbot, to foUcit 
a truce. 

Theie ambafladors fet out, and came to Newcaftle 
upon Tyne, where they found the king furrounded 
by his barons ; to whom, having come with a fafe 
conduft, they explained fo handfomely their miffion, 
that a truce was granted them for four months, 
upon condition that the Scots fhould fend meffen- 
gers to king David in France, and fignify to him, 
that if, in the month of May following, he did not 
return to his own country, with powers fufEcient to 

defenci 
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defend it againft king Edward, they would own 
themfelves fubjeft to the king of England, and never 
more acknowledge him for their lord. 

Upon this, the two prelates returned to Scotland ; 
when the Scots ordered fir Robert de Vefci and fir 
Simon Frazer, with two other knights, to fet oflFfor 
France, to inform the king of thefe conditions. 

The king of England, who had remained at New- 
caftle with his whole army in a very uncomfortable 
manner, on account of the fcarcity of provifions and 
other ftores, the more readily granted this truce : 
he immediately fet oflf homewards, and difmiifed all 
his troops. 

The ambafladors from Scotland to France took 
their way through England, and crofled the fea at 
Dover. 

. King David, who had remained feven years in 
France, knowing that his country had been much 
defolated, and that his people had fuffered exceed- 
ingly, determined to take his leave of the king of 
France, and return to his own kingdom, to endea- 
vour to comfort and affift them. He therefore had 
fet out, accompanied by his queen, before thefe 
ambafladors arrived, and had embarked at another 
port, under the guidance of a mariner called fir 
Richard the Fleming *, fo that he landed in the port 
of Moray, in Scotland, before any of the lords 
knew of it f. 



* Malcolm Fleming of Cummirnald. 

t David II., with his confort, Johanna of England, land- 
ed, from France, at Inverbervie, in Kincardineihire, 4th 
jyjay li^i.-^JnuaU of Scotland. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXIII. 

KINS' DAVID OF SCOTLAND ADVANCES WITH A 
LARGE ARMY, TO NEWCASTLE UPOK TYNE. 

Tl/'HEN the young king David, was landed in his 
own country, his fubjefts came to him in^ 
crowds; and with great joy and folemnity, they 
conduded him to the town of Perth. Thither came 
people from all parts to fee him, and to caroufe : 
they afterwards remonftrated with him, upon the 
deftruftion which king Edward and the Englifli 
had done to Scotland. 

King David told them, he would have ample re- 
venge, or he would lofe his kingdom, and his life 
into the bargain. By the advice of his council, he 
fent meflengers to all his friends, far and near, to 
beg and intreat they would aid and affift him in this 
enterprize. 

The earl of Orkney was the firft who obeyed the 
fummons : he was a great and powerful baron, and 
had married king David's fifter. There came with 
him many men at arms. 

Many other barons and knights' came from 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark: fome out of 
afFedlion and friendfhip, and others for pay. There 
were fuch numbers from all parts, that, when they 
were arrived at Perth and its neighbourhood, on 
the day which king David had appointed, they 
amounted to fixty thoufand men on foot, and three 
thoufand men more mounted on galloways, with 
arms, knights, and fquires : in fhort, all the nobility 
and gentry of Scotland. 

Whe^ 
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When they were ready, they fet out, to do as' 
much mifchief as poflible to their neighbours in * 
England ; for the truce was expired ; or to fight 
with the king who had deftroyed their country. 

They left, therefore, the town of Perth, in regu- 
lar order, and came the firfl:^ night to Dunfermline, 
where they lay. On the morrow, they croffed a 
fmall arm of the fea * hard by. When they had 
all pafled, they puflied forward, and went under 
Edinburgh caftle, traverfing Scotland near to Rox<- 
burgh, where there was an Englifh garrifon, but 
without making an attack upon it, for fear of lofmg 
any of their men, or defpoiling their artillery ; not 
knowing what force they might have to encounter, 
as vthey purpofed doing fome gallant deeds of re- 
nown before their return to Scotland. 

They then pafled near to the town of Berwick, 
but without aflaulting it, entered the county of 
Northumberland, and came to the river Tyne, 
burning and deftroying all the country through 
which the pafled. They marched on until they 
were before the town of Newcaflle, where king 
David and his army halted that night, in order to 
confider if they could not achieve fomething worthy 
of them. 

Towards day-break, fome gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood, who were in the town, made a fally 
out of one of the gates, in a fecret manner, with 
about two hundred lances, to make an attack upon 
the Scots army. They fell upon one of the wings 



♦ ProbabJy at Queen's Ferry. 
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erf" the army, direSIy on the quarters of the earl 
of Moray, who bore for his arms three pillows, 
gules on a field argent. He was in his bed, when 
they took him prifoner, and killed a great many be- 
fore the army was awakened. Having mr.de a very 
large booty, they regained the town, which they 
entered with great joy and triumph, and delivered 
up the earl of Moray to the governor, the lord John 
Neville *. 

When the army was awakened and armed, they 
ran like madmen towards the town, even to the 
barriers, where they made a fierce aflault, which 
lafted a confiderable time. It availed them, how- 
ever, nothing, but the lofs of their people ; for the 
town was well provided with men at arms, who de-^ 
fended themfelves valiantly and prudently, which 
obliged the affailants to retire with lofs* 



CHAP. LXXIV. 



KING DAVID, OF SCOTLAND, TAKES AND DESTROYS 

THE CITY OF DURHAM. 

TX7HEN king David and his council faw that their 

ftay before Newcaftle was dangerous, and 

that they could neither gain profit nor honour, they 

departed, and entered the biflioprick of Durham^ 

• He was afterwards exchanged for th6 earl of Sallfbur}"-, 
made prifoner by the French in the neighbourhood of Lifle, 
The French would not releafe Salifbury, unlefs he made oath, 
never to bear arms in France ; and Edward III. confented 
to this extraordinary condition, 20th May 1342. 

Annals of Scotland^ vol. 2* p. 210. 

bum- 
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burning and deftroymg as they marched. They 
came before the city of Durham, which they laid 
fiege to, and made many attacks upon it, like men 
difti;aa:ed, in revenge for the lofs of the earl olF 
Moray ; and they alfo knew that very great wealth 
was carried into it by all the inhabitants of the 
country who had fled thither. 

They, therefore, were every day more eameft in 
their attacks ; and the king of Scotland ordered fome 
engines to be made, that they might approach to 
aflault them nearer the walls. 

When the Scots had marched from before New- 
caftle, the governor, lord John Neville, mounted a 
fleet courier, pafled by them, for he was as well 
acquainted with all the bye roads and paffes as a 
native, and made*fuch hafle, that in five days he 
came to Chertfey, where the king of England then 
was, and related to him all that the Scots were 
doing. 

The king fent out immediately his meflengers, 
ordering all kmghts, fquires, and others, that were 
able to afEft Him, above the age of 1 5, and under 60 
years, without fail, upon hearing thefe orders, to fet 
out direftly towards the marches of the north, to 
fticcbur and defend the kingdom againfl the ScotSj, 
who were deftroying it. 

tJpon this, earls, barons, knights, and the com- 
monalties from the provincial towns, made them- 
felves ready, and haftened mofl: cheerfully to obey 
the fummons, and advance towards Berwick. 

The king himfelf fet off direQly, fuch was his 
impatience, without waiting for any one j and he 

was 
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jiras followed by his fubjefts, as faft as they could^ 
from all parts. 

During this time, the king of Scotland made fo 
many violent attacks, with the engines he had con- 
ftrufted, upon the city of Durham, that thpfe who 
.were within could not prevent it from being taken, 
pillaged, and burnt. All were put to death without 
mercy, and without diftinftion of perfons or ranks, 
jnen, women, children, monks, canons, and priefts ; 
no one was fpared, neither was there houfe or church 
left (landing. It was pity thus to deftroy, in 
Chriftendom, the churches wherein God was ferved 
and honored. 



CHAP. LXXV. 

THE KING OF SCOTLAND BESIEGES WARK CASTLE, 
BELONGING TO THE EARL OF SALISBUkY. 

TX/'HEN the king of Scotland had done this, he 
was advifed to fall back upoi^ the river 
Tyne *, and retreat towards Scotland. A^ he was 
on the march,' he halted one night hard by a caftle 
belonging to the earl of Salifbury, which was well 
furniftied with m^ at arms. The captain of it was 
lir William Montacute, fon to the fifter of the earl^ 
and fo called after aa uncle who had that name. 



• As Wark caftle is fituatedon the Tweed, it mull be the 
Tweed, inftcad of Tyne. I have, in confcquence, altered 
Scotland for Carlifle, as it is in the original : »otKerwife, it 

^ould be incorre^ as to the geography of the. country. 

* • - . 
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When the night was paffed, king David decamped, 
to purfue his march to Scotland ; and the Scots paffed 
through roads clofe to this caftle, heavily laden with 
the^ booty which they had made at Durham. 

As foou as fir William faw that they had paffed the 
caftle without halting, he fallied out of it well armed 
on horfeback, with about forty companions, and 
followed in filence, the laft divifion, which confifted 
of horfes fo loaded with money and riches that they 
could fcarcely get on, and came up with them at 
the entrance of a fmall wood-; when he and his 
companions fell upon them, killed and wounded 
upwards of two hundred, and took one hundred and 
twenty horfes very richly laden, which they drove 
towards the caftle. 

The cries, and the runaways, foon reached the 
lord William Douglas, who commanded the rear- 
guard, and had already paffed the wood. 

Whoever at that time had feen the Scots return, 
full gallop, over mountain and valley, with ^r 
William Douglas at their head, would have been 
alarmed. They made fuch hafte that they foon 
came to the caftle, and afcended the hill on which 
it is fituated with great expedition; but, as th^y 
came to the barriers, thofe within had clofed them, 
and placed what they had feized in .fafety. The 
Scots commenced a violent affault, and the garrifqn 
defended themfelves well : the two Williams did s^I 
they could devife to hurt each other. This lafted 
until the whole army, and even the king himfe^f, 
arriv^ed there. 

When 
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When the king and his council faw theif peopk 
lying dead, and the aflailants fore wounded, without 
gaining any thing, he ordered them to defift, and to 
feek out for quarters ; for he was determined not 
to leave the place, before he had feen his men 
revenged. 

Upon this every one was employed in fearching 
out where he could lodge himfelf, to coUefl: the 
dead, and to drefs the wounded. 

The king, on the morrow, ordered all to be ready 
for the attack of the caftle : thofe within prepared 
themfelves to defend it. This aflault was very fierce 
and perilous, and many gallant deeds were per- 
formed. 

The countefs of Salifbury, who was efteemed one 
of the moft beautiful and virtuous women in Eng- 
land, was in this caftle, which belonged to the earl 
of Salifbury, who had been taken prifoner, with the 
earl of Suffolk, near Lifle, and was ftili in prifon at 
the Chatelet in Paris. The king had given him this 
caftle, upon his marriage, for his many deeds of 
valour, and for the fervices he had received from the 
faid earl, who was formerly called fir William 
Montacute, as appears in another part of this book. 
This countefs comforted much thofe within the 
caftle ; and from the fweetnefs of her looks, and the 
charm of being encouraged by fuch a beautiful lady, 
one man, in time of need, ought to be worth two. 
This attack lafted a confiderable time, and the 
Scots loft a great many men; for they advanced 
boldly up to it, and brought large trees and beams 
to fill up the ditches, that they might bring their 

machines. 
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machines, if poflible, nearer, to play upon the caftle : 
but the garrifon made fo good a defence, that they 
were forced to retreat ; and the king ordered the 
machines to be watched, to renew the attack the 
next day. Each retired to their quarters, except 
thofe who guarded the machines: fome bewailed 
the dead, others comforted the wounded. 

Thofe of the caftle faw that they had too hard a 
talk, for they were much fatigued ; and» if king 
David were fteady to his purpofe, they fliould have 
difficulty to defend it. They therefore thought it 
advifable to fend fome one to king Edward, who 
was arrived at Berwick, which they knew for truth 
from fome of thg Scots prifoners they had taken, 
and were looking out for a proper perfon for this 
bufinefs ; for not one would agree to quit the defence 
of the caftle, or of the beautiful lady, in order to 
carry this meflage, and there was much ftrife among 
them: which, when their captain, fir William 
Montacute, faw, he faid, * I am very well pleafed, 
gentlemen, with your loyalty and heartinefs, as well 
as for your afFeftion to the lady of this houfe ; fo 
that, out of my love for her and for you, I will rifk 
my perfon in this adventure. I have great confidence 
and truft in you, and that you will defend the caftle 
until I Ihall return. On the other hand, I have the 
greateft hopes in our lord the king, and that I (hall 
bring back with nie, fpeedily, fuch fuccour, to your 
great joy, that you will all be rewarded for the gal- 
lant defence you fliall^have made/ 

Vol. I. U This 
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This fpeech cheered both the countefs and all 
prefent. When night came, fir William prepared ' 
Winfelf the bed way he could, to get out of jthe 
caftle privately, and unfeen by any of the Scots. 
Fortimately for him, it rained fo very hard all that 
night, that none of them quitted their quarters : he 
therefore paffed through the army without being 
noticed. 

Shortly after, and about day-break, he met, on his 
road, two Scotfmen, half a league from their army, 
driving thither two oxen and a cow: fir William, 
knowuig them to be Scotfmen, wounded them both 
very feverely, killed the cattle, that they might not 
•carry them to the army, and faid to them, ' Go and 
tell your king, that William Mgntacute has pafled 
through his army, and is gone to feek for fuccour 
from the king of England, who ig now at Berwick*' 

When the Scots lords heard this, they faid to one 
another, ^ The king often makes his men be 
wounded and killed without any reafon ;' and, be« 
Keving that the king of England would come to give 
them battle before they fliould gain the caftle, they 
went in a body to the king, and told him, that his 
longer ftay there would neither bring him honour 
nor profit ; that their expedition had turned out ex- 
ceedingly well, and that they had done much mif* 
chief to the Englifli by remaining in their country 
twelve days, and burning and deftroying the city of 
Durham ; that, every thing confidered, it was now 
proper for them to return to their own kingdom 
and homes, and carry off fafe the booty they had 
made; and that, at another feafon, they would 

follow 



follow him to England, accordm^ to his will and 
pleafure. 

The king did not choofe to aft contrary to the 
opinions of his chieftains, but confented to their 
advice, fore againft his will. On the morrow, he 
and his whole army decamped, and marched ftrait 
to the foreft of Jedworth, where the wild Scoti 
lived at their eafe ; for he was delirous of knowing 
what the king of England meant to do, whether he 
would return to his own kingdom, or advance 
fiuther northward *. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 

THE KINO Ot ENGLAND IS ENAMOURED WITH 
THE COUNTESS OF SALISBURY. 

*T^HAT fame day that the Scots had decamped 

from before the caftle of Wark, king Edward, 

and his whole army, arrived there about inid«day. 



^ All this feems to be fabulous, and to have been invented 
by ibme perfon who meant to iropofe on the tnquidtive cre- 
dulity of Froiifart. It cannot be reconciled with known 
hiflorical dates, with the charaders and conditions of the 
perfons therein mentioned, or with the general tenor of au- 
thenticated events. Had David violated the patrimony of 
St. Cuthbert, in the favage manner related by Froiflart, the 
Englifh hiftories would have teemed with declamations on an 
enormity, more heinous, in the opinion of thofe days, than 
any crime prohibited by the decalogue. Befides, the facking 
of Durham related by FroifTart, was an event too Angular 
and momentous to be altogether omitted ; and yet the £ng- 
liih hifloriant make no mention of it ; neither does Fordun, 
whofe fimple narration 1 have chofen to follow. — uinnaU of 
Scotland, vol. ii . p. 2 1 1 . 
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stnd tooH up their pofition on the grovind \^hich the 
Scots had occupied. When he found that they 
were returned home, he was ijiuch enraged ; fot he 
had come there with fo much fpeed, that bpth hid 
men and horfes were fadly fatigued. 

Ufi ordered his men to take up their quarters 
wher^ they were, as he wifiied to go to the caftl^ to. 
fee the noble dame \dthirj, whom he had neyer feen 
^nce her marriage. Every one made up his lo^ging^ 
as he pleafed ; and the king, as foon as he wsjs dif- 
armed, taldng ten or twelve knights with him, \|^ent 
to the caftle, to falute the countefs of Saliibury, and 
to examine what damage the attacks of the Scots 
had done, and the manner in which thofe within 
had defended themfelves. 

The moment the countefs heard of the king^s 
approach, flie ordered all the gates to be thrown 
open, and went to meet him, moft richly dreffed:^ 
kifomuch, that no one could look at her but with 
wonder, and admiration at her noble deportment, 
great beauty, and affability of behaviour. When 
flie came near the king, ilie made her revenence to 
the ground, and gave him her thanks for coming 
to her affiftance, and then conduced bin; into the 
caftle^ to entertain and honour him^, a$ flie was very- 
capable of doing. 

Every one was delighted with her : the king 
could not take his eyes off her, as he thought he 
had never before feen fo beautiful or fprightly a 
lady ; fo that a fpark of fine love ftruck upon his. 
heart, which laft^d a long time, for he did not be- 
lieve that the whole world produced any other lady 
fo worthy of being beloved. 

I • Thus 
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Thus they entered the caftle, hand in hand : the 
lady led him firft into the hall, then to his chamber, 
which was richly furnifhed, as belonging to fo fine a 
lady. The king kept his eyes fo continually upon 
her, that the gentle dame was quite abafhed. After 
he had fufficiently examined his apartment, he re- 
tired to a window, and leaning on it, fell into a pro- 
found reverie. 

The countefs went to entertain the other knights 
and fquires, ordered dinner to be made ready, the 
tables to be fet, and the hall ornamented and dreffed 
out. When fhe had given all the orders to her 
fervants fhe thought neceffary, flie returned, with a 
cheerful countenance, to the king, who continued 
mufing, and faid to him, * Dear fir, what are you 
mufing on ? So much meditating is not proper for 
you, faving your grace ; you ought rather to be in 
high fpirits, for having driven your enemies before 
you, without their having had the courage to wait 
for you, and (hould leave the trouble of thinking to 
others.' The king replied, * Oh, dear lady, you 
muft know, that fince I have entered this caftle, an 
idea has ftruck my mind that I was not aware of ; 
fo that it behoves me to refleft upon it, I am un- 
certain what may be the event, for I cannot with- 
draw my whole attention from it/ ' Dear fir,* re- 
plied the lady, ' you ought to be of good cheer, and 
feaft with your friends, to give them more pleafure, 
^nd leave off thinking and meditating ; for God has 
been very bountiful to you in all your undertakings, 
and fhewed you fo much favor,- that you are the 
moft feared and renowned prince in Chrifteridom. 

U3 If 
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if the king of Scotland have vexed you by doing 
harm to your kingdom, you can, at your pleafurej 
make yourfelf amends at his expenfe, as you have 
done before ; therefore come, if you pleafe, into the 
hall to your knights, for dinner will foon be ready/ 

* Oh, dear lady,* faid the king, * other things . 
touch my heart, and lie there, than what you think 
of: for, in truth, the elegant carriage, the perfedions 
and beauties which I have feen you poflefs, have 
very much furprifed me, and have fo deeply im- 
preffed my heart, that my happinefs depends on 
meeting a return from you to my flame, which ^o 
denial can ever extinguifh/ 

* Sweet fir,* replied the countefs, ' do not amufe 
yourfelf in laughing at, or tempting me ; for I can* 
not believe you mean what you have juft faid, or 
that fo noble and gallant a prince as you are would 

.. ever think to diflionour me or my hufband, who i$ 
fo valiant a knight, who has ferved you faithfully, 
and who, on your account, now lies in prifon. 
Certainly, fir, this would not add to your glory j 
nor would you be the better for it. Such a 
thought has never once entered my mind, and I 
truft in God it never will, for any man living : andj^ 
if I were fo culpable, it is you who ought to blame 
me, and have my body punifhed, through ftrifl: 
juftice/ 

The ; vi^rtuous lady then quitted the king, who 
was quite aftoniflied, and went to the hall to hafleQ 
the dinner. She afterwards returned to. the king, 
attended by the knights, and faid to him, ' Sir, coniQ 
to the hall j your knights are waiting for you, tp 
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walh their hands, for they, as well as yourfelf, have 
too long fafted.' 

The king left his room, and came to the hall ; 
Inhere, after he had waflied his hands, he feated 
himfelf, with his knights, at the dinner, as did the 
lady alfo : but the king ate very little, and was the 
whole time penfive, cafting his eyes, whenever he 
had an opportunity, towards the countefs. Such 
behaviour furprifed his friends ; for they were not 
accuftomed to it, and had never feen the like before. 
They imagined, therefore, that it was by reafon of 
the Scots having efcaped from him. 

The king remained at the caftle the whole day, 
without knowing what to do with hirafelf. Some- 
times he remonftrated with himfelf, that honor and 
loyalty forbad him to admit fuch treafon and falfe- 
hood into his heart, as to wifti to diflionour fo vir- 
tuous a lady, and fo gallant a knight as her hufband 
was, and who had ever fo faithfully ferved him. 
At other times, his paffion was fo ftrong, that his 
honor and loyalty were not thought of. Thus did 
he pafs that day, and a fleeplefs night, in debating 
this matter in his own mind. 

At day-break, he arofe, drew out his whole army, 
decamped, and followed the Scots, to chace them 
out of his kingdom. Upon taking leave of the 
countefs, he faid, ' My dear lady, God preferve you 
until I return ; and I intreat, that you will think 
well of what I have faid, and have the goodnefs to 
give me a different anfwer.' * Dear fir,* replied the 
i:ountefs, * God, of his infinite goodnefs, preferve you, 
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and drive from your heart fuch villanous thoughts ; 
for I am, and always fhall be, ready to ferve you^ 
Gonfiftently with my own honour, and with yoUrs/ 
The king left her, quite furprifed, and went, mth 
his army, after the Scots, ft)llowing them almcA as 
hr as Berwick, and took up his quarters four 
leagues diftant from the foreft of Jedworth, where^ 
and in the neighbouring woods, king David and all 
his people were. He remained there for three days^ 
to fee if the Scots would venture out to fight with 
him. During that time, there were many (kinnifhes ; 
many killed and taken prifoners on both fides. Sir 
William Douglas, who bore for arms argent on a 
chef azure*, was always among the foremoft in 
thefe attacks. He performed many gallant exploits^ 
and was a great annoyance to the Englifh. 



CHAP. LXXVIL 

THE EARLS OF SALISBURY AND MORAY ARE SET 
AT LIBERTY, IN EXCHANGE FOR EACH OTHER, 

TOURING thefe three days, there were fome diA 

creet men on both fides, who held conferences, 

in prder, if poffible, to conclude a peace between the 

two kings : at laft they fucceeded in obtaining a 

* The moft prominent feature in the Douglas arms, as 
now borne, is the Heart, which was added in confequence of 
the honor conferred by Robert Bruce on his death -bed, as 
has been already related : but when this diftin<5tivc mark wai 
adopted, I believe is uncertain. 
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truce for two years, provided the king of France 
aiTented to it ; for there was fo clofe an alliance be# 
tween the kings of Scotland and France, that lie 
could not make peace, or a truce, without the king 
of France agreed to it. 

If king Philip ihould refufe his confent, then the 
truce was to laft only until the firft day of May* 
The earl of Moray was to have his liberty, if the 
king of Scotland could obtain that of the earl of 
Salifbury from the king of France. This was to be 
done by the feaft of St. John the Baptift. 

The king of England confented the more readily 
to this truce, becaufe he was carrying on war in 
France, Gafcony, Poitou, Saintonge, and Brittany, 
and had foldiers every where. 

The king of Scotland then departed, and fett 
ambafladors to the king of France, that the truce 
might be confirmed. The king agreed to it, and 
fent the earl of Salifbury immediately into England ; 
when, as foon as he arrived, the king of England 
fent the earl of Moray to king David in Scotland. 



CHAP. Lxxvm. 



LORD CHARLES OF BLOIS, WITH SOME OTHEa 
LORDS OF FRANCE, TAKE THE CITY OF RENNES, 

^Y^OU before have heard, how the duke of Nor* 
mandy, the duke of Burgundy, the duke 
d'Alen9on, the duke of Bourbon, the earl of Blois, 
the conftable of France, the earl of Guines his foa, 
fir James de Bourbon, fir Lewis d'Efpagne, and the 

other 



other barons and knights from France, had left 
Brittany, after conquering the ftrong cattle of 
Chateauceaux, and the city of Nantes, and had 
taken and given up to the king of France the earl 
of Montfort, whom he had confined in the tower of 
the Louvre at Paris* 

The lord Charles of Blois had remained in the 
city of Nantes, and in that country, which he had 
reduced to obedience, until a more favourable op* 
portunity for carrying on the war, than winter. 
When the fummer was returned, the above*mention» 
ed lords, and a great many others, came, vrith a large 
army, to affift the lord Charles in reconquering the 
remainder of the duchy of Brittany* They refolved 
to befiege the city of Rennes, which the countefs of 
Montfort had well fortified, and placed there as 
captain fir William de Cadoudal, a Breton^ 

The French lords furrounded it on all fides, and 
did a great deal of damage, by the fierce afiaulta 
they made upon it 5 but the garrifon defended them- 
felves fo valiantly, that their opponents loft n^ore 
than they gained. 

As foon as the dountefs of Montfort was infornied 
of the return of the French lords into Brittany, 
with fo great a force, fhe fent fir Amauri de Cliflbn 
to king Edward in England, to intreat his afliftance, 
upon condition that her young fon fhould take for 
his wife one of the daughters of the king, and ^ve 
her the title of duchefs of Brittany. 

The king, at that time, was in London, feafting 
the earl of Sali(bury, newly returned from prifon. 
When fir Amauri de CMbn bad made known to the 

king 
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king the caufe of his vifit, his requeft was direffly 
complied with. The king ordered fir Walter Man- 
ny to colled as many men at arms as fur Amauxi 
jhould judge proper, and to make every poffible 
hafte to go to the affiftance of the countefe of 
Montfort ; and alfo to take with him two or three 
thoufand of the beft archers of England, 

Sir Walter, therefore, embarked with fir Amauri 
de Cliflbn ; and with them went the two brothers 
de Lande-Halle, fir Lewis and fir John, le Haze of 
Brabant, fir Herbert de Frefnoi, fir Alain de Sire- 
fonde, and many others, with fix thoufand archers. 
But they were overtaken by a great tempeft, and, 
by contrary winds, forced to remain on the fea forty 
days. 

The lord Charles, in the mean time, kept Rennes 
clofely befieged, and haraffed the citizens fo much^ 
that they would willingly have furrendered it ; but 
iir William de Cadoudal would not liflen to thenu 
When they had been harder preffed, and faw no 
likelihood of any fuccours arriving, they became 
impatient ; but fir William continued firm : at length 
the commonalty feized him, flung him into prifon^ 
and fent information to lord Charles that they 
would furrender themfelves to him on the morrow^ 
on condition that all thofe who were of the Montfort 
party might retire in fafety to wherever they thought 
proper. The lord Charles, complied with thefe 
terms ; and thus was the city of Rennes furren- 
dered, in the year 1342, in the beginning of May. 
Sir William de Cadoudal, not defiring to remain at 
the court of the lord Charles of Blois, left it, and 

went 
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went to Hennebon, where the countefs of Montfort 
was, who had not had any tidings of fir Amauri de 
Cli0bn, or of his company. 



CHAP. LXXIX. 

THE LORD CHARLES OB BLOIS BESIEGES THB 
COUNTESS OF MONTFORT, IN HENNEBON. 

CQON after the furrender of Rennes, and when 

the inhabitants had performed their homage and 
fealty to lord Charles of Blois, he was advifed to fet 
out for Hennebon, where the countefs of Montfort 
refided ; for as her hufband was fafe confined at 
Paris, if he could but get poffeflion of her perf<m» 
and of her fons, the war muft be concluded. 

The countefs had with her in Hennebon, the 
bifliop of Leon, uncle to fir Herve de Leon, who 
was attached to lord Charles, and had ever been fa 
fince the capture of the earl of Montfort ; fir Yves 
de Trefiquidi, the lord of Landreman, the before- 
mentioned fir William de Cadoudal, the governor 
~ of Guingamp, the two brothers de Quirich, fir Oli* 
ver, and fir Henry de Spinefort, and many others. 

When the countefs and her knights heard that 
their enemies were coming to befiege them, and 
that they ^ere hard by, they ordered the alarm 
bells to be rung, and every one to arm himfelf for 
defending the town. 

Lord Charles drew near to Hennebon, and then 
encamped his men* Some of the youths among 
the Spaniards, French and Genoefe advanced to the 

bar- 



barriers to flcinnifti; which thofe from the town 
feeing, fallied out to meet them : fo there was a 
(harp conflid, and the Genoefe loft more than they 
gained* About vefpers, they all retired to theii* 
different quarters. 

On the morrow, the lords determined to nlake 
an affault on the barriers, to fee what mien thofe 
within had, and to try to gain fome advantage. Oa 
the fecond day, therefore, they made fo very^ 
vigorous an attack upon the barriers early in the 
morning, that thofe within made a fally : among 
them were fome of their braveft, who continued the 
engagement till noon with great courage ; fo that 
the affailants retired a little to the rear, carrying off 
with them numbers of wounded, and leaving behind, 
them a great many dead. When the lordsr o£ 
France perceived their men retreat, they were much 
enraged, and made them return again to the affault 
more fiercely than before : whilft thofe of the town, 
were in eameft to make a handfome defence. 

The countefs, who had clothed herfelf in armour^ 
was mounted on a war horfe, and galloped up and 
down the ftreets of the town, ♦itreating and en* 
couraging the inhabitants to defend themfebres. 
honorably. She ordered the ladies and other 
women to unpave the ftreets, carry the ftones to 
the ramparts, and throw them on their enemies* 
She had pots of quick lime brought to her for the 
jTame purpofe. 

That fame day the countefs performed a very 
gallant deed : (he afcenc^ed a high tower, to fee how 
her people behaved ; and, haying obferved that <dl. 

the 
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the Ibrds and others of the army had quitted theif 
lents^ and were come to the aflault, fhe immedi- 
ately defcended^ mounted her horfe, armed as flie 
was, coUefted three hundred horfemeft, Tallied out 
at their head by another gate that was not attacked^ 
and, galloping up to the tents of her enemies, cut 
Aem down, and fet them on fire, without any lofs^ 
for there were only fervants and boy^, who fled 
upon her approach. 

As foon as the French faw their camp on fire^ 
and heard the cries, they immediately haftened 
thither, bawling out, • Treafon ! treafon t* fo that 
Hone remained at the aflault* The countefs, feeing 
this, got her men together, and, finding that fhe 
could not re-enter Hennebon without great rilk^ 
took another road, leading to the caftle of Breft, 
which is fituated near. 

The lord Lewis of Spain, who was marffial of 
the army, had gone to his tents, which were on 
fire ; and, feeing the countefs arid her company 
gallopmg oflF as fefl as they could, he immediately 
purfued them with a large body jo{ men at anns# 
He gained fo fait tfpon them, that he came up with 
them, and wounded or flew all that were not well 
mounted ; but the countefs, and part of her com- 
pany, made fuch fpeed that they arrived at the 
caftle of Breft, where they were received with great 
joy. 

On the morrow, the lords of France, who had • 
loft their tents and provifion^, took council if they 
ihould not make huts of the branches and leaves of 
trees near to the town, and were thunderftcuck 

when 
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when they heard that the countefs had herfelf 
planned and executed this enterprife : whilft thofe 
of the town, not knowing what was become of 
her, were very uneafy ; for they were full five days 
without gaining any intelligence of hen 

The countefs, in the mean while, was fo aftive, 
that (he affembled from five to fix hundred men^ 
well armed and mounted, and with them f(^t out, 
about midnight, from Bred, and came ftrait to 
Hennebon about fun rife, riding along one of the 
fides of the enemy's hoft, until (he came to the 
gates of the caftle, which were opened to her : (he 
entered with great triumph, and founds of trum« 
pets and other warlike inftruments, to the aftonifh- 
ment of the French, who began arming themfelves, 
to make another aifault upon the town, while thofe 
within mounted the walls to defend it. 

This attack was very fevere, and lafted till pad 
noon. The French loft more than their opponents : 
and then the lords of France put a flop to it, for 
their men were killed and wounded to no purpofe. 
They next retreated, and held a council whether 
the lord Charles Ihould not go to befiege the caftle 
of Aurai, which king Arthur had built and in* 
clofed. It was determined he fhould march thither, 
accompanied by the duke of Bourbon, the earl of 
Blois, fir Robert Bertrand, marflial of France ; and 
that fir Herve de Leon was to remain before 
Hennebon with a part of the Genoefe under his 
command, and the lord Lewis of Spain, the vif-* 
count of Rohan, with the reft of the Genoefe and 
Spaniards. They fent for twelve large machines 

which 
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Vfhlch they had left at Rennes, td caft ftones and 
annoy the caftle of Hennebon ; for they perceived 
that they did not gain any ground by their affaults* 
The French divided their arniy into two parts : 
one remained before Hennebon, and the other went 
to befiege the caftle of Aurai. The lord Charles 
of 3I0JS went to this laft place, and quartered all 
bis divifion in the neighbourhood : and of him we 
will now fpeak, and leave the others- The lord 
Charles ordered an attack and (kirmifh to be made 
upon the caftle," which was well garrifoned : there 
were in it full two hundred men at arms, under 
the command of fir Henry de Spinefort and Oliver 
his brother. 

The town of Vannes, which held for the countefe" 
6f Montfort, was four leagues diftant from thisr 
caftle J the captain whereof was fir Geoffry de 
Maleflroit. 

On the other fide, was fituated the good town of 
Guingafttp, of which the captain of Dinant was 
governor, who at that time was with the Countefs^ 
in the town of Hennebon j but he had left, in his 
hotel at Dlinant, his wife and daughters, and had 
appointed his fon, fir Reginald, as governor during 
his abfencc. Between thefe two places there was 
^ caftle * which belonged to the lord Charles, who 



. • La Roche Perion. This Dinant is a different place 
from the town of the fame name, in the diocefe of St. Malo. 
^^Bi/I' df Bretagne, 

i ihouid imagine, it muA be St. Sauveur de Dinaor "which 
is a village ia lirittany* 

had 



W well filled it with men at armfi and Burgundian 
foldiers. 

Girard de Maulin was maftel: of it ; and with 
him was another gallant knight^ called iir Peter 
Porteboeuf, who harafled all the country round - 
about) and prefled thefe two towns fo clofely that 
no provifions or merchandize could enter them^ 
without great rifk of being taken ; for thefe Bur- 
gundians made conftant excurfionSp one day to-* 
Wards Vannes, and another day to Gui^gamp*. Thef 
continued thefe excurfions fo regul2urly^ ^that fix 
Reginald de Dinan took prifoner, by means of au 
ambufcade, this fir Girard de Maulin and thirty-fiye 
of his men, and at the fame time refcued fifteen 
mjsrchants and all their goods, which the Burgua* 
dians had taken, and were driving to their garrifon. 
Called la Roche Perion; but fir Reginald c6n« • 
<[uered them, and carried them prifoners to Dinan^ 
for which he was much praifed. 

We will now return to the countefs of Montfort, 
who was befieged by fir Lewis of Spain in Henne-> 
bon. He had made fuch progrefs by battering 
and deftroying the walls with his machines, that 
fhe courage of thofe within began to laulter. At 
that moment, the bifhop of Leon held a conference 
with his nephew, fir Herve de L€on, by whofe 
means, it has been faid, the earl of Montfort was 
made prifoner. 

They converfed on different things, in mutual 
confidence, and at laft agreed, that the biihop 
Ihould endeavour to gain over thofe within the 
town, fo that it might be given up to the lord 

Vol. L X Charles: 
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Charles : and fir Hervc, on his fide, was to obtaul 
their pardon from the lord Charles, and an affur* 
ance that they (hould keep their goods, &c. unhurt. 
They then feparated, and the bifhop re-entered the 
town. 

The countefs had ftrong fafpicions of what was 
going forward, aiid begged of the lords of Brit- 
tany, for the love of God, that they wouM not 
doubt but fhe fhould receive fuccours before three 
days were oven But the bifliop fpoke fo elo- 
quently, and made ufe of fuch good arguments, 
that thefe lords were in much fufpenfe all that 
night. On the morrow he continued the fubjeft, 
and fucceeded fo far as to gain them over, or very 
nearly fo, to his opinion ; infomuch that fir Hervc 
de L^on had advanced clofe to the town to take 
pofleflion of it, with their free conient, when the 
countefs, looking out from a window of the caftle 
towards the fea, cried out, moft joyfully, ' I fee 
the fuccours I have fo long expefted and wiflied 
for coming/ She repeated this expreffion twice j 
and the town's people ran to the ramparts, and to 
the windows of the caftle, and faw a numerous 
fleet of great and fmall veflels, well trimmed, mak- 
ing all the fail they could towards Hennebon. 
They rightly imagined, it muft be the fleet from 
England, fo long detained at fea by tempefts and 
contrar}' winds. 
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CHAt. LXXX. 

iSiH WALTER. MANNY CONDUCTS THE ENGLISH 

INTO BRITTANY. 

TX/'HEN the governor of Guingamp, fi> Yves de 
Trefiquidi, fir Galeran de Landrejnan, and 
the other knights, perceived this fuccour coming to 
them, they told the bifliop, that he might break up 
his conference, for they were not now inclined to 
follow his advice. The bifhop, . fir Guy de Leon^ 
replied, i My lords, then our company fliall fepa- 
rate ; for I will go to him who feems to me to have 
the cleareft right.* Upon which he fent his de- 
fiance to the lady, and to all her party, and left 
the town to inform fir Herve de Leon how matters 
flood. Sir Herve was much vexed at it, and im- 
mediately ordered the largefl machine that was 
with the army to be placed as near the caftle as 
poffible, fl:riaiy commanding that it fliould never 
ceafe working day nor night. He then prefented 
his uncle to the lord Lewis of Spain, and to the 
lord Charles of Blois, who both received him moft 
courteoufly. 

The countefs, in the mean time, prepared, and 
hung with tapeftry, halls and chambers, to lodge 
handfomely the lords and barons of England whom 
fhe faw coming, and fent out a nohlei company to 
meet them^ When they were landed, (lie went 
herfelf to give them welcome, refpeftfuUy thanking 
each knight and fquire, and led them into the 
town and caftle, that they might have convenient 
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lodging : on the morrow, fhe gave them a mag- 
nificent entertainment. All that night, and the 
following day, the large machine never ceafed 
from calling (tones into the town. 

After the entertainment, fir Walter Manny, who 
was captain of the Englifh, inquired of the countefs 
the ftate of the town and of the enemy's army. 
Upon looking out of the window, he faid, he had 
a great inclination to deftroy that large machine 
which was placed fo near, and much annoyed 
them, if any would fecond him. Sir Yves de 
Trefiquidi replied, that he would not fail him in 
this his firft expedition; as did alfo the lord of 
Landreman. They went to arm themfelves, and 
then fallicd quietly out of one of the gates, taking 
with them three hundred archers 4 who ihot fo 
well, that thofe who guarded the machine fled ; 
and the men at arms who followed the archers, 
falling upon them, flew the greater part, and broke 
down and cut in pieces this large machine. They 
then daflied in among the teats and huts, fet fire to 
them, and killed and wounded many of tlfeir ene- 
mies, before the army was in motion. After this, 
they made a handfome retreat. 

When the enemy were mounted and armed, 
they galloped after them like madmen. Sir Wal- 
ter Manny, feeing this, exclaimed, 'May I never 
be embraced by my miftrefs and dear friend, if I 
enter caftle or fortrefs before I havb unhorfed one 
of thefe gallopers/ He then turned round, and 
pointed -his fpear towards the enemy, as did the 
two brothers of Lande-Halle, le Haze de Brabant, 
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fir Yves de Trefiquldi, fir Galeran de Landreman, 
and many others, and fpitted the firft courfers. 
Many legs were made to kick the air. Some of 
their own party were alfo unhorfed. The conflifl: 
became very ferious, for reinforcements were per- 
petually coming from the camp ; and the Englifli 
were obliged to retreat towards the caftle, which 
they did in good order until they came to the 
caftle xiitch : there the knights made a ftand, until 
all their men were fafely returned. Many brilliant 
aftions, captures and refcues might have been feen. 
Thofe of the town who had not been of the 
party to deftroy the large machine now iffued 
forth, and, ranging themfelves upon the banks of 
the ditch, made fuch good ufc of their bows, that 
they forced the enemy to withdraw, killing many 
men and horfes. 

The chiefs of the army, perceiving they had the 
worft of it, and that they were lofing men to no 
purpofe, founded a retreat, and made their men re- 
tire to the camp. As foon as they were gone, the 
townfmen re-entered, and went each to his quarters. 
The countefs of Montfort came down from the 
caftle to meet them, and, with a moft cheerful 
countenance, kiffed fir Walter Manny, and all his 
companions, one after the other^ like a noble and 
valiant dame. 
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CHAP. LXXXI. 

THE CASTLE OF CONQUET * TWICE TAKEN* 

'T'HE next day, the lord Lewis of Spain called 4a 
him the vifcount de Rohan, the bifhop of 
Leon, fir Herve de Leon, and the commagider of the 
Genoefe, to have their advice what was to be done ; 
for they faw how ftrong the town of Hennebon 
was, and that fuccours had arrived there, particu-. 
larly thofe archers who had always difcomfited 
them. 

If they remained longer, it would be but loft 
time ; for there was not the fmalleft appearance 
that they could gain any advantage : they therefore 
refolved to decamp on the morrow, and make for 
Aurai, which the lord Charles was befieging. They 
broke up their huts and tents, and fet off, as they 
had before determined : the town's people, purfuing 
them with hootings, and attempting to harafs their 
tear, were driven back, and loft fome of their men 
before they could re-enter the town. 

When the lord Lewis of Spain was come to lord 
Charles with his army and baggage, he explained to 
him the reafons why he had quitted the fiege of 
Hennebon. It was then determined, by a full 
and long council, that the Lord Lewis fliould march 
to befiege the good town of Dinant, which was 
only defended by a palifade and ditch. During his 
march, he paffed near an old caftle called Conquet, 
in which the countefs had placed as governor, a 



♦ I^e Conquer, a feaport town in Brittany, five leagues 
from Breft. 
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Norman knight of the name of Mencon, xvho had 
with him many foldiers. 

The lord Lewis drew up his army, and made an 
affault upon it, which was very Iharp, and lafted 
until midnight; for thofe within defended them- 
felves well. Finding he then could not do more, he 
lay with his men before it, and renewed the attack 
on the morrow. The affailants came quite clofe up 
to the walls, for the ditch was not deep, and made 
a large breach in them ; through which they entered, 
and put all to death, except the governor, whom 
they made prifoner. They appointed another in his 
room, and left with him fixty foldiers to guard it. 
Then the lord Lewis departed, and marched to lay 
fiege to Dinant. 

The countefs of Montfort, upon hearing that the 
lord Lewis of Spain was with his army before Con- 
quet, fent for fir Walter Manny and his brethren at 
arms, and told them, that if they could break up 
the fiege before this caftle, and difcomfit the lord 
Lewis, they would obtain great glory. They affent- 
ed to it, and, on the morrow, left Hennebon with fo 
many volunteers that few remained behind. 

They pufhed on till they came to the caftle about ' 
noon, and found there the French garrifon who, the 
evening before, had conquered it : upon which fir 
Walter faid, he would not leave it before he knew 
what they were made of, and how they had got it. 
But, when he was informed that the lord Lewis was ' 
gone to befiege Dinant, he was much grieved, as he 
/hould not have an opportunity of fighting with him, 
He and his friends made ready to attack the caftle, • 
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and J^egan the affault well covered by their ihields^ 
The garrifon, feeing fuch a force coming againft 
them, made as good a defence as they were able ; 
but the attack was very fevere, and the archers came , 
fo clofe that they difcovered the breach through 
which the caftle had been gained the preceding 
evening. They alfo entered by this breach, and 
killed all within, except ten, whom fome knights 
took under their proteftion* They then returned 
to Hennebon, for they did not think it fafe to be at 
too great a diftance from it, and left the caftle of 
Conquct without any garrifon, for they faw that it 
could make no refiftance. 



CHAP, LXXXII. 



THE JLORD LEWIS TAKES THE TOWNS OF DINANT 

AND GUERRANDE, 

nrO return now to the lord Lewis; he quartered 

his army in hafte all round the town of Dinant, 

and, ordered boats and veffels to be immediately 

prepared, that he might attack it by fea as well as 

by land. When the inhabitants of the town, which 

was only defended by a palifade, faw this, they were 

much frightened, both great and fmall, for their 

lives and fortunes : on the fourth day after the army 

had encamped before it, they furrendered, in fpite 

of their governor, fir Reginald de Guingamp, 

whom they murdered in the market place, becaufe 

he would not confent to it. After the furrender of 

the town, when the lord Lewis had received the 

ho- 



Komage and fealty of the citizens, he tarried there 
two days» and gave them for governor fir Gerard 
de Maulin, whom he had found there prifoner, and 
the lord Peter Porteboeuf, as his colleague. He 
then marched towards a largd town, fituated upon 
the fea coaft, called Guerrande. He befieged it on 
the land fide, and found at Croific a great many 
boats and (hips full of wine, which merchants had 
brought thither, from Poiftou and Rochelle, for 
fale. 

The merchants foon fold their wine, but they 
Ivere badly paid for it : the lord Lewis feized thefe 
veflels, in which he embarked men at arms, with 
fome of the Genoefe and Spaniards, and aifailed 
the town on the morrow, by fea and land. It was 
fp ill fortified, that it could not make any defence : 
it therefore was foon taken by ftorm, and pillaged 
without mercy. Men, women and children were 
put to the fword, and five churches facrilegioufly 
burnt: at which the lord Lewis was fo much 
enraged, that he immediately ordered twenty-four 
of the mod aftive to be hanged and ftrangled upon 
the fpot. 

The booty they gained there was immenfe ; every 
one got as much as he could carry ; for the town 
was very rich, from its great trade. 

After they had taken this town of Guerrande, 
they were uncertain which way they fhould proceed 
to gain more : the lord Lewis therefore, in company 
with fir Antony Doria and fome other Genoefe and 
Spaniards, embarked in the veflels they had feized, 
jmd failed to feek adventures at fea. The vifcount 
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de Rohan, the bifliop of Leon, fir Herve de Leon 
hi^ nephew, and the others, returned to the army 
of the lord Charles, which was lying before Aurai. 

They found there a great many lords and knights 
newly arrived from France ; fuch as fir Lewis of 
Poiftiers, count de Valence, the count d'Auxerre, 
the count de Porcien, the count de Joigny, the 
count de Boulogne, and many others, whom king 
Philip had fent to their afliftance : fomfe had come 
as volunteers, to fee the lord Charles, and to fervQ 
under him. 

The ftrong caftle of Aurai was not yet won ; but 
there was fo fevere a famine in it, that for the laft 
feven days, they had eaten nothing but horfe flefti. 
Lord Charles would grant them no other conditions, 
than that they fhould furrender themfelves for him 
to do with them as he thought proper. When they 
faw, therefore, that they could not exped any thing 
but death, they iffued out, by God's will', filently in 
the night, and pafled through one of the wings of 
the enemy's army. Some few were perceived, and 
killed : but fir Henry de Spinefort and his brother 
Oliver faved themfelves; they efcapcd through a 
little wood hard by, and came to the countefs in 
Hennebon. 

Thus tlie lord Charles conquered the caftle of 
Aurai, after having lain more than ten weeks before^ 
it. He had it put in good repair, well fuppHed 
With men at arms, and all forts of provifions : he 
then fet out with his army to befiege the town of 
Vannes, which was commanded by fir GeofFry de 
Maleftroit, and encamped all round it. 
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On the morrow, fome Bretons and foldiers, that 
lay in the town of Ploermel, iffued forth, in hopes 
of gain : they fell upon the army of lord Charles, 
and gave them an alert ; but they were furrounded 
by the enemy, loft many of their men, and the reft 
who fled were purfued as far as the gates of 
Ploermel, which is near to Vannes. 

When they were returned from this purfuit, 
they made, that fame day, fo violent an aflault on 
the town of Vannes, that they took by ftorm the 
barriers, and one of the gates of the town : there the 
^onflidb became more violent, and many were killed 
on both fides. It ended with the night, when a 
truce was agreed upon, to laft all the next day. The 
citizens affembled together, to confult if they fhould 
furrender or not ; and, on the morrow, they deter- 
mined to furrender, in fpite of their governor, who, 
when he faw this, got fecretly out of the town, during 
their conferences, and went away to Hennebon* 
The conference ended in fuch a manner, that the 
lord Charles and the lords of France entered the 
city, where they remained five days, and then fet out 
to befiege another town called Carhaix. 
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